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The 18™ Edition of

Late Gopal Ganesh Agarkar International
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About the Festival
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Now 1n its eighteenth year, the Late Gopal Ganesh Agarkar International Inter-
Collegiate Oratory Festival is the flagship platform of the Mimansa Debate Forum —
uniting Debate, Asian Parliamentary Debate, and Model United Nations under one

banner in honour of reformer Gopal Ganesh Agarkar.

Objectives

*
LK
*

Promote advocacy & diplomacy
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Build constitutional literacy
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Offer a rigorous judged platform
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Connect India's young orators

Why It's Unique

«+ Three formats, one festival

< Trilingual — English, Hindi, Marathi
». Elghteen years of legacy

*

About DES

Founded in 1884, among India's oldest & most respected educational trusts.

DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College

One of the most prestigious institutions of LAW.

Mimansa Forum

The College's premier Oratory society & host of this festival.

History & Legacy
Instituted in the memory of Shri. Gopal Ganesh Agarkar — a reformer and the
second principal of Fergusson College — the festival has grown from a single debate

competition into a Three-format celebration of reasoned public discourse, drawing

colleges from across the world each year.
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Debate
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Debate will be conducted in English, Hindi and Marathi across the
preliminary and final rounds. Debate tests two-team argumentation and
rebuttal; Elocution, like the first round, tests individual extempore public
speaking — both judged on content, delivery, and command of language.
Both are treated as a single combined format, with the same rules,
schedule and registration fee applying to each.

Format
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Trilingual: English, Hindi, Marathi
Preliminary & Final rounds
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Strict individual /team time limits
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No reference material is permitted

Judgment Criteria

** Content, logic & evidence

+» Delivery & command of language
+++ Audience engagement

+» Time management & decorum

Registration Fee

31,000/~ per team (2 members)
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TOPICS

1. Do great powers cause more wars than they prevent?

2. This House would prioritise public order over the right to
protest.

3. This House believes that economic growth came at the
cost of human well-being.

4. Legislators who switch parties should seek a fresh
mandate from the electorate.

5. This House believes marriage 1s a private affair; free from
state & societal interference.

6. Are the educational 1deas of Shri. Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Shri. Gopal Ganesh Agarkar and Shri. Vaman Shivram Apte

more relevant today than ever?
N~
TOPIC FOR FINALS

In this modern world, are we

‘truly living’ or ‘“merely

existing’?
sv




TOPICS
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TOPICS
3. BT Yeg, IRGUATUET ot 3ifeeh T8 SATOTAT <hl?
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Asian Parliamentary Debate
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Two benches — Government and Opposition— comprised of three
speakers each contest a motion revealed shortly before the round,

closing with a Reply Speech from either side.
Speaker Order

1st Proposition — 1st Opposition = 2nd Proposition — 2nd
Opposition — 3rd Proposition —
3rd Opposition = Opposition Reply & Government Reply

Adjudication

«wPanel of trained judges Draw of lots will be taken for -

& Scored on matter, manner, and e Deciding Ruling/Opposition
method e Topic of Debate

<+ Oral adjudication after each round

Registration Fee

31,200/~ per team (3 members)

Motions

1. This House believes that retired judges should be barred from
being appointed to post-retirement government posts.

2. This House supports the Recognition of Palestine as a
Sovereign State by all democracies.

3. This House believes that the criminal justice system should
prioritise rehabilitation over retribution, even for violent
offenders.

4. This House believes that governments should have the power
to suspend internet access during periods of severe civil unrest

temporarily.
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Model United Nations
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Delegates stimulate global deliberation—research,
negotiation and resolution drafting.

Research

Command of policy & precedent.
Negotiation

Lobbying & bloc formation.
Drafting

Precise, actionable clauses.
Registration Fee

31,000/~ per participant (1 delegate).

Committees & Agendas
AIPPM
All India Political Parties Meet

Agenda:

Deliberation on Strengthening Freedom of Press and Journalism in India
with Special Emphasis on Media Accountability, Protection of Journalistic
Independence, and the Future of Digital Journalism.

Lok Sabha
Agenda:

Deliberation on Reforming India's Education System with Special Emphasis
on Recent Educational Reforms, Educational Inequality and the Future of
Learning and Skill Development.
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UNHRZC

UN Human Rights Council

Agenda:

Evaluating the Adequacy of Existing International
Refugee Law and Protection frameworks for Persons
displaced by Climate Change and Environmental
Degradation.

ECOSOC

Economic & Social Council

Agenda:

Ensuring equitable climate adaptation financing for
Least Developed and Developing Countries facing
agricultural collapse and 1nternal displacement
through Integration of modern financing
Instruments
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PLAN YOUR VISIT
Schedule & Registration
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Day 1 — Schedule

'Session

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM  Registration
8:30 AM to 9:15 AM | Breakfast
9:30 AM to10:30 AM | Inaugration

1 10:40 AMto 5:00 PM|  Competition (Lunch and High Tea_Included)

5:30 PM ~ Result Announcement

Day 2 — Schedule

Time Session

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM |  Breakfast

| 8:30 AM | Competition Begins
12:30 PM to 1:30 PM Valedictory
1:30 PM to 2:30 PM Lunch

2:30 PM End Of Festival _

Registration Fees
_FORMAT '

Debate & Elocution 31,000/~ per team (2 members)
Asian Parliamentary Debate 31,200/~ per team (3 members)
Model United Nations 31,000/~ per participant (1 delegate)

+* Register via the official Google Form (QR / link to be added).
*¢* Upload the payment screenshot at registration.
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Eligibility .-
« UG/PG students fromiany recognised University.
» ‘Participants must not be older than 25 years.

Important/Dates:

Milestone
‘ Registrations Open 11" August, 2026
Registration Deadline | 31" August, 2026
Festival Dates i 10" — 11" September, 2026

7 Convenors

Adv. Ashok Palande Dr. Sunita Adhav
Vice Chairman GB & Council DES, Principal DES SNFLC
Chairman CDC, DES SNFLC




QR Codes for detailed rule
sheets




QR Code for Registration
forms of Asian
Parliamentary Debate




QR Code for Registration
forms of Debate.




QR Code for Registration
forms of MUN




CASH PRIZES

Debate

Winner Team: 15,000/- (Along with certificate
and trophy)
Runner up: 10,000 (Along with certificate and
trophy)
Second runner up: 7,000/- (Along with
certificate and trophy)

Hindi Debate Room:
Best speaker: 5000/- (Along with
certificate and trophy)
Special Appreciation: 3000/- (Along with
certificate and trophy)

Marathi Debate Room:
Best speaker: 5000/- (Along with certificate
and trophy)
Special Appreciation: 3000/- (Along with
certificate and trophy)

English Debate Room:

Best speaker: 5000/- (Along with
certificate and trophy)
Special Appreciation: 3000/- (Along
with certificate and trophy)




CASH PRIZES

Asian Parliamentary
Debate

Winner Team: 10,000/~ (Along with certificate and
trophy)

Runner up team: 7000/- (Along with certificate and
trophy)

Best Speaker: 5,000/- (Along with certificate and

trophy)

Special Appreciation: 3,000/- (Along with certificate

and trophy)

Model United Natioens

Two winners from each committee

Best Delegate: 5,000/- (Along with
certificate and trophy)
High Commendation: 2,000/-
(Along with certificate and trophy)




With Gratitude
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Participation is not merely being present; it is

choosing to be a part of something
meaningful.

Thank you for being part of the eighteenth
year of the Late Gopal Ganesh Agarkar
International Inter-Collegiate  Oratory
Festival. We look forward to welcoming
you — and your argument — to Pune this

September.

DECCAN EDUCATION SOCIETY . EST. 1884




Reach Us At:

Contact:

Faculty Coordinators:
Asst. Prof. Saurabh Jadhav: 9527002006

Asst. Prof. Smita Gaikwad: 862600165
Student Coordinators:

Aarya Dhamne: 8624896303

Tejas Choudhary: +91 6205497378
Aayush Magar: +91 9209325060
Hamza Mudassir-7219011704

Follow Us At

e

GDESSNFLC

Instagram Youtube

DECCAN EDUCATION SOCIETY . EST. 1884




