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Chairman’s Address

Adv. Ashok Palande
Chairman, CDC, DES SNFLC

Dear All,

India has been making great strides in technological and digital advancements. The progress made
in these sectors, in the recent years, is a subject of utmost pride, for each and every one of us. By
embracing technology and taking conscious steps into digital transformation, this country can soon
achieve its vision of becoming a digitally empowered society an economy in which economic growth
is dependent on the quantity, quality, and accessibility of the information available, rather than the
means of production, solely. The theme for this year’s college magazine is, “Transforming India:
Towards a Digital Landscape” and it is imperative to shed light onto this topic with the emergence of
various Al platforms and startups, in the last few years.

India has a growing ecosystem of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Machine Learning startups. The National
Al Portal was established in 2020, to promote Al innovation and collaboration, by the Government
of India. It provides a platform for stakeholders to share knowledge and access to a wide range of
Al resources, research papers, case studies, datasets and other tools. It aims to provide information
regarding ethics, privacy and security, whilst addressing the ethical and regulatory challenges associated
with Al.

Transforming India into a digital landscape will surely come with hurdles, but they can easily be
achieved by combined and efficient efforts of the government and the citizens of India. The first step
is to promote digital literacy in society, through training programs and workshops on digital tools,
applications, and online safety. Transparency in e-governance and investment by the government in a
robust digital infrastructure will help create a seamless transition to making services available online.
While implementing this, the importance of cybersecurity must be emphasised upon. As individuals
increasingly rely on technology, protection of sensitive data, prevention of cyber attacks along with
enforcement and implementation of data protection and privacy regulations, become the need of the
hour.

Digitization of India is crucial for the technological, economic, social and cultural development. As law
students, it is extremely important for students to keep up with the current trends and advancements.
It can drive economic growth, financial inclusion, education and skill development, innovation and
entrepreneurship, but we must start implementing these changes at our personal level and diligently
promote ethical use of Al platforms. | hope that in the years to come, the legal fraternity actively
contributes to our country truly becoming a digital landscape, and | wish each of you, the best!

Thank you. -

7 %"\fo
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From the Principal’s Desk

Dr. Priya hopde
Officiating Principal

“Dare to be Free, Dare go as far as your Thought Leads, And Dare to Carry that out in your Life”

Dear Students,

Greetings from DES SNFLC family!

| am very delighted to present before you, the
Annual Magazine for Academic Year 2022-23,
“Swa-DES.” The name of our college magazine
suggests that it is our own creation and is
very close to our hearts. The idea behind this
magazine is to provide a platform to all your
young minds to share your innovative and
vibrant ideas with each other. | further feel
happy, as through this message, | get a chance
to connect with you all. Swa-DES gives all of us
an opportunity to take a glimpse at the journey
travelled by us together, throughout the academic
year. Through this magazine we could appraise
initiatives, achievements and accolades of our
students, alumni, faculty and thereby encourage
them for future endeavours.

It is my pleasure to make a specific mention for
this academic year, which was lively and vibrant
throughout. As we all know, after Covid-19
lockdown, this is the first completely offline
academic year, which was safely and smoothly
conducted, providing us the opportunity to meet
in college every day. The presence of all the
students in the campus makes the environment
animate and perceptive.

This year, the theme of this year’s magazine is
decided by our editorial board as, “Transforming
India: Towards a Digital Landscape”. In this
edition of our magazine, we proudly shine a

- Swami Vivekanand

spotlight onthe remarkable digital advancements
taking place in India. With each passing
day, our nation is embracing technology in
innovative ways, propelling us into a new era of
progress and connectivity. From the widespread
adoption of smartphones to the rapid expansion
of internet access, India has become a hub
of digital transformation. Through in-depth
articles, insightful interviews, and captivating
stories, we delve into the various facets of this
digital revolution. The pages of this magazine
have come alive with thought-provoking articles
on the advancements in law, exploring the legal
issues that shape our society and the impact they
have on our lives. This magazine shall immerse
yourself in the vibrant world of art, where the
students have showcased their talents and
research skills, while delving into the nuances
of poetry and literature, in different languages,
and exploring the interplay between creativity,
reality and imagination.

| am proud to mention that this year, we
embarked upon many new activities and events.
This year marked the introduction of numerous
events and activities for students. To name
a few, we organized the Women's League,
celebrated Sports Day, established the Pro-
Bono Club, Enviro-legal Cell, and conducted
various social outreach, extra-curricular, and
co-curricular activities, along with guest sessions
for our students. Through these initiatives,
experts engaged in meaningful deliberations on

o
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contemporary socio-legal issues.

Additionally, we conducted different preplanned
activities, like the Lokmanya Tilak National
Appellate Moot Court Competition, Seminars,
Workshops, Symposiums, Guest Lectures, Legal
Awareness Programs, Sports and Cultural
Fests, Alumni Meet and many more. In all these
activities, our students, under the guidance of
the faculty members, put in their relentless efforts
and made all events successful. | appreciate
the efforts and initiatives of all our students in
contributing with their best, for each and every
activity of the college, and helping them be a
success with their unwavering motivation.

It's a point of pride to mention that our college
is entering its 21st year since its establishment.
Since its inception, it has been committed to
delivering quality legal education through various
degree and diploma programs. Additionally, the
college has introduced several certificate courses
aimed at providing students with practical skills
needed in the legal profession. It is hoped that
these courses will greatly benefit the students
in this competitive field. Furthermore, the
college places a strong emphasis on imparting
updated knowledge in the field of legal studies
to its students, employing innovative teaching
methods and ICT-based pedagogy. All the
faculty members are dedicated to enhancing
the legal acumen of our students and keeping
them informed about contemporary socio-legal
developments. In the previous years, many of
our students have achieved top rankings in
the university merit list. | am confident that the
university results for this academic year will
reflect the dedicated efforts of both our faculty
members and students in strengthening the
academic culture of our college.

| am pleased to mention that, apart from
excelling in academics, our students have also
achieved several laurels in the current year
through their participation in external academic,
co-curricular, and extra-curricular activities and
competitions such as moot courts, legislative
drafting, debates, sports, cultural events, and
social outreach programs. It is not only the
current students but also many of our esteemed
and beloved alumni who have made significant

accomplishments in their chosen fields this
year. Furthermore, several of our alumni have
actively engaged in various college activities,
be it related to the curriculum, co-curricular
pursuits, or extracurricular endeavours, sharing
their past experiences and practical expertise to
benefit the current students. Both, our students
and alumni, consistently make us proud. Their
contributions help establish our reputation as
one of the leading law institutes affiliated with
Savitribai Phule Pune University.
Swa-DES is enriched by the evidences of all these
developments, attainments and achievements of
our students and faculty. The same is reflected
through the reports, photos and write ups
incorporated in this present issue. Swa-DES also
provides opportunity to our students to showcase
their literary skills and share their views and
opinions with their peers. This issue is full of
experiences, write-ups, small articles and poems
shared by our students. | am sure you must be
eagerly waiting for its publication.
| sincerely appreciate the staunch support
provided by the management of DES, as well as
DES SNFLC. | am grateful to Dr. Sharad Kunte Sir,
Chairman, Governing Body and Council, Deccan
Education Society for extending unconditional
support to us at law college throughout and
the Guidance and encouragement provided
by Adv. Ashok Palande Sir, Chairman, College
Development Committee of our College behind
each of our activity, which helps to enrich
students and encouraged them to make all our
ventures successful.
| am content that so many of you have availed this
opportunity fully, by contributing varied articles,
write-ups, poems, paintings and sketches to the
same, which has augmented the present issue of
our college magazine. | would like to encourage
more students to contribute and share your
thoughts through the platform of Swa-DES in
coming years. | expect unconditional support
and dedication in curricular, co-curricular and
extra-curricular arena from you all in coming
years. With this we hope to make our institution
a distinguished name in legal fraternity in years
fo come.

| wish you the very best!!
6
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Our Founding Fathers

Shri. Shri. Shri. Gopal
Vishnushastri Vamanrao Ganesh
Chiplunkar Shivram Apte Agarkar

Lokmanya Shri. Bal  Shri. Mahadeo
Gangadhar Tilak Ballal
Namjoshi

First President of Deccan Education Society

Shrimant
Chhatrapati

Shri. Rajashri Shahu
Maharaj of Kolhapur

About College

Making Excellence a Prevailing Attitude......

We are a distinguished educational
institute in Maharashtra, which has honor
of giving stalwarts to the nation.

Deccan Education Society is graced by
the vision and the glory of the founding
fathers: freedom fighter and an astute
lawyer Lokmanya Shri. Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, the great social secular reformer
Shri. Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, the doyen
of Marathi literature  Vishnushastri
Chiplunkar, and a well-known social
worker Shri. Madhav Ballal Namjoshi for

imparting education to the students. The
Society was established in the year 1885
and has always remained alert to the
changing needs of the larger social set up
for which and within which it functioned.

DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College
has a distinct advantage of having a
unique heritage of Deccan Education
Society, which we intend to fiercely guard
and cherish. We follow the same tradition
of our parent society today, which is
reflected in the tremendous growth of

iy
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DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College in
a short span of time.

DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College
has entered in its 19th year, keeping pace
with the social change and answering
responsibly, all the demands of any
complex and intricate global legal set
up. We have brought about tremendous
metamorphosis in terms of inculcating
legal education through innovative
pedagogy.

More importantly, astride the mandatory
curriculum, our institute has rightly
entered the realm of legal research,
to open up the minds of our students
in consonance with the demands of
globalization, and sensitize them to the
current developments in the legal arena.

We believe in education as the way of
revolution and ultimate development.
Our enthusiastic and talented teachers
have a commitment to mould the young
minds by giving them insight into multi-
disciplinary aspects of law. Our college
library is well equipped with all the latest
legal resources to meet the requirements
of the student’s community. Our alumni
body is now making significant note of its
existence which reflects our achievement.

Our students have been proving their
worth by securing merit ranking in
Savitribai Phule Pune University and also
in various competitive exams at state
and national level every year.

The college has also established
DES Centre for Legal Excellence that is
committed to create a pool of certified
& skilled professionals equipped with
knowledge, wisdom & abilities necessary
to meet or exceed legal & corporate
industry expectations on both, general &
specific frontlines. Since last three years,
college is successfully running certificate
courses in Soft Skills Development, Law
& Psychology, and Law & Logic. We must
move beyond the ideal of a comfortable,
self - focused life & answer the call to be
an advocate for those who don't have

one. This ideology is an extension of
visionary forefathers, and with this note,
DES CLE also inaugurated second edition
of certificate courses in Advocacy Skills,
Medico-Legal Approaches, Financial
Markets (basic) & interdisciplinary
course in Law & Economics to cater to the
professional requirements. DES CLE thus,
provides a focal point of multidisciplinary
avenues in various perspectives of socio-
economic, political & legal arenas.

Moot Court activity is an inherent feature
of every premier law school to create
eloquent advocates. This activity is greatly
promoted by the college. The students
have brought several laurels to the college
by winning prizes in International, National
and State Level Prestigious Moot Court
Competitions, Client Counseling and
Mock Trials. We host one of its own kinds
- Lokmanya Tilak Memorials National
Appellate Moot Court Competition each
year, a unique style of mooting format at
Appellate Level in both Civil and Criminal
domains. This year college organised the
second edition of Intra — College Novice
Moot Court Competition for 2nd B.A.LL
B & 2nd B.B.A.LLB students to develop
the legal acumen and research skills of
the students and provide a platform to
explore emerging issues of law.

Developing spirit for legal research,
Legal Research Cell is one of the most
important facets of alaw student’s growth.
The college has duly constituted Legal
Research Cell, which conducts workshops
on research methodology. Members
also participate in research oriented
competitions like Legislative Analysis,
Research Papers, Judgment Analysis, etc.
We are the first college to host a National
Judgment Analysis Competition and
Bill Analysis Competition, which helps in
building analytical aptitude among law
students. The Cell also publishes a law
journal — “Fiat Justicia” every year to
develop research culture and inculcate

research spirit in legal arena.
o
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National Service Scheme (NSS) is one
of the vital extra academic activities of
our college and hence, an integral part
of our law course curriculum. The motto
or watchword of the NSS is ‘NOT ME, BUT
YOU'. It underlines that the welfare of the
individual is ultimately dependent on the
welfare of the society as a whole. The
students have brought several laurels to
the college by winning prizes at various
Sticel ]2

Play = Competitions organized by
different law colleges. It is heartening
that every year NSS activities have been
going up in full swing with more active
participation of our students in different
aspects of community services to the
rural neighborhood.

We also have an active Legal Aid Centre
imparting clinical legal education to the
students keeping in line with the concept
of Pro Bono Publico, to uphold the cause
of social justice by creating awareness
amongst the weaker sections of the
society. It has following modalities such
as legal advice, amicable settlement of
disputes, legal literacy programs, para
legalservicesand AntiRagging Campaign.
This year institute received Rupees
1,00,000 as grant from Department of
Justice for the Pro —Bono activities.Also
college has inaugurated JAGRUTI Pro-
Bono club.

To shape young minds into legal
professionals and luminaries, our college
has established Seminar & Guest Lecture
Department. The department regularly
organizes seminars/ webinars and
guest lectures by inviting eminent guest
speakers as well as hosts intra — college
teacher — student symposium on variety
of topics which build the knowledge base
of our students. The department also
conducts National Seminar every year on
current developments in legal field.

With an objective to imbibe the culture
and respect towards any kind of work, the

college has started the Earn and Learn
Scheme as approved by the Savitribai
Phule Pune University, Pune. This scheme
is basically undertaken for the benefit of
students coming from the rural areas,
who are meritorious but financially hard
pressed and hence, cannot afford higher
education. Involvement of such students
in this scheme will make higher education
accessible and available to them. The
Students’ Development Cell of the college
also conducts various activities for overall
personality development of the college
students.

We also have a Debate Forum named,
“Mimansa”’, which provides a strong
platform for developing public speaking
and debating skills of the students. This
year, our college has moved from State
Level Intercollegiate Debate Competition
to the National Level Intercollegiate
Debate Competition in the name of Late
Shri. Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, one of our
founder members and a great orator.

Through the achievements in sports,
the college has redefined its identity
in the arena of sports activity at State,
National as well as International level. The
participation and quality of performance
from the college has grown in geometric
proportion as compared to the yester
years. We have won several state level
and national level sports competitions.
Our students have made us proud by
representing notonly at State and National
levels but also at International level. ‘DUM’
the annual sports event is organized
to ignite the latent sporting passion in
our students and students really show
their Dum upholding the true spirit of a
sportsman. Additionally, we host an inter-
collegiate sports tournament namely,
“Lawskets”. Every year, we dre getting
an overwhelming response from various
colleges. Our faculty co-ordinators of
sports activity plan it with a great zeal and
passion for sports.

iy
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‘Indradhanush’ a cultural fest organized
in the college has always been and
shall remain a confluence of talent and
enthusiasm, an occasion that celebrates
the spirit of youth and synchronizes
co-operation. The college encourages
participation in cultural activities also, the
results of which is that our students have
made the college proud by winning Prizes
in various art and cultural competition
along with Puroshottam & Firodiya
Karandak - the Prestigious drama
competitions.

Our college also shoulders ventures like,
Parliamentary Debate Club, MUN Club
and Club Aesthetica. These clubs were
initiated to inculcate debate and oratory
skills along with nurturing their literary
instincts through various activities among
the students. These clubs are run by the
collaborative efforts of students, faculty
coordinator and guest speakers wherever
necessary. Also club started club vidhit,
e-journal-“Vedhas”. this fest aims to
embolden, empower and explore the
creativity of the students.

With a noble objective of gender -
sensitization and social transformation,
College has established Women's Study

Cell - “Paripoorti”.The Cell hosts workshop,
symposium etc. to make students aware
of the current developments in the socio
- legal arena and thereby to mainstream
gender related issues in the society.

We also have a Placement Cell,
which aims at providing the students,
specifically the final year students of UG
as well as PG with diverse and successful
placements. This cell works for betterment
of placement prospects of the students
and looks forward to various on and off
campus opportunities for undergraduate
as well as post graduate students.

With a view to provide practical
experience of court process to the
students and to bridge the gap between
theory and practice, our college has also
arranged DES Internship Program for its
students, which has provided a platform
to the registered students to associate
and work under senior lawyers.

And last but definitely not the least
‘SwaDES’ is our annual college magazine
portraying the annual achievements
of our talented students and also their
creativity through various legal and non-
legal articles.

Mission Statement

We, the people of DES’s SNFLC solemnly resolve...

+ To be committed to the mission of teaching,

« To sow and germinate the seed for developing spirit of enquiry to allow students to blossom

into enlightened citizens,

« To endeavor to spread nobility in thinking by igniting the minds of the young student body,
« To strengthen the legal foundation of the nation,
« To cultivate conviction of character and strength to explore every potential with valor

“We Promise, We Strive, & We Deliver.”

-
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Upper Chamber

Governing Body of Deccan Education Society, Pune

Dr. Kunte Sharad Shrikrishna
Dr Acharya Ravindra Shriram
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Adv. Nitin Apte

Smt. Rajashree Thakar
Dr. Savita Kelkar

Dr. Priya Chopde

Dr. Anagha Baldota

Dr. Janhavi Ghodke

Dr. Aishwarya Yadav
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Editorial

Dear Readers,

As the Student Representative of the Magazine Department of Deccan Education Society’s
Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College, Pune, it is my utmost honour and pleasure to present to
you, this latest issue of SwWaDES 2022-2023. In your hands, you hold this sparkling copy of
this magazine, an account of every single member of this editorial team'’s tireless efforts,
a record of every activity undertaken by our respected institution during this academic
year, a clear perception of the minds of the students, faculty members and the teaching
and non-teaching staff members and an exposition of the identity of this institution, as
a whole.

Keeping in mind, the emergence of several artificial intelligence-driven platforms and
digitization of various sectors, in the recent years, the theme for SwaDES this academic
year is “Transforming India: Towards a Digital Landscape”. In this day and age, technology
has made significant progress and revolutionized the way we live and work. From
smartphones to virtual reality, from Al to blockchain, these innovations have impacted
nearly every aspect of our lives. As a result, the digital landscape is constantly evolving,
offering new opportunities and challenges for every individual of our society. In this issue
of SwaDES, our student, alumni, faculty and staff contributors have explored the latest
digital advancements, their potential impact, and how they are shaping our future. We
have delved into topics such as the role of Al, emerging platforms and technological
trends, along with many more valuable insights, to help our readers navigate and clearly
understand this ever-changing digital landscape.

Art, books, and movies are the exquisite creations of human imagination that reflect
the diversity of human emotions, thoughts, and perspectives, and provide a canvas
for creative expression. This year's magazine has aimed at appreciating and critically
evaluating these forms of artistic expressions through short reviews. All the members of
this prestigious institution have been given an equal opportunity to voice their opinions
about legal, non-legal, theme and non-theme topics, in the form of articles, essays, book
reviews and poems, to foster discussions around the intersection of art, technology, and
the law.

The enthusiastic contributions have been reviewed, formatted and appreciated by the
editorial team and the faculty co-ordinators. | would like to take this opportunity to thank
Adv. Ashok Palande Sir, Chairman, College Development Committee, and our Officiating
Principal Dr. Priya Chopde Ma’am, for their constant faith and support. The editorial team
strives to deliver content that is relevant, thought-provoking, and impactful and thus,
we invite you to join us on this journey of exploration, appreciation, and cultivation of
knowledge.

Yours Sincerely,
Esha Udavant
Magazine Representative (2022-2023)

-
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What’s New in SwaDES 2022-2023

In our continuous effort to foster a deeper connection among the members of our
institution, the Editorial Team has introduced two new engaging features in this edition of
our magazine. Alongside the full-length articles and poems about various academic and
non-academic subjects, we have included two exciting sections that provides insights
into the personal lives and interests of our students, faculty, and staff beyond the confines
of our college walls.

1. Get To Know Your Staff:

To celebrate the diverse passions and hobbies of our community members, we have
curated a collection of titbits and fun facts about the staff. These intriguing snippets offer
a glimpse into their unique personalities, hidden talents, adventurous pursuits and artistic
endeavours, to shed light on the vibrant lives led by our dedicated faculty and staff.
The Editorial Team asked the faculty members a few questions, the answers to which
are scattered throughout the magazine, providing readers with an engaging treasure
hunt experience. Through this exploration, we sought to forge a stronger connection,
fostering a greater sense of camaraderie and appreciation for our college community.
The questions asked were:

» If you could pursue a different profession aside from your current one, what would it be?
« Could you please name a book you enjoy reading the most or one that captivates your
interest?

« Which movie, drama, or song holds a special place in your heart as a favourite?

» How would you describe yourself using just one word or a few words?

» Do you possess any hidden or extraordinary talents that are not widely known?

As the readers navigate through the pages, searching for these hidden gems, they shall
not only expand their academic knowledge but also develop a deeper appreciation for
the contributions showcased within the magazine.

2. Students’ Corner:

The Editorial Team has invited the students to contribute their reviews of books and movies
that have left a lasting impact on them. By sharing their thoughts and perspectives, this
aims to provide a glimpse of what lays beyond the academic interests of the students.
The objective of such a section is to enable readers to explore a diverse range of literary
and cinematic experiences through short articles, which ensures inclusivity of those
who are not avid readers. These are shorter articles that strive to create a more holistic
representation of our college. The Editorial Team firmly believes that understanding
the passions, interests, and experiences of our peers beyond the academic realm will
strengthen the bonds that unite us. We hope that this edition of the magazine not only
enriches our readers’ knowledge but also inspires them to explore new horizons and
engage in meaningful discussions.
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Congratulations

Advocate on Record Examination

Geet Ahuja -1 Rank, (AIR 2023)

University Rank Holders

(April May 2022)

Sr. Course & Seat Name of OTT&F Total o Result
No. Year No. Candidate Marks ¥
Marks
BUWA First
1 LB~ | 14 AISHWARYA 847 1000 84.70 |Class
MAHENDRA with Dist.
RUCHIKA VIKAS First
2 LLB - I 12453 JAIN 854 1000 85.40 |Class
with Dist.
SAWANT First
ARVIND Class
3 LLB — 1l 12690 SATISH- 850 1000 85.00 e
-CHANDRA
SINHA MIHIKA First
1 BALEB-1I 199 707 800 88.38 |Class
with Dist.
WAKDE First
2 B.ALLB -1 3886 YUGANDHARA 680 800 85.00 [Class
PRAFULLA with Dist.
KETAKI UTTAM First
3 B.ALLLB -1l 3936 PATIL 355 1000 85.50 1 Class
with Dist.
(2
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Obtain

Sr. Course & Seat Name of Total Total o Baailt
No. Year No. Candidate Marks =
Marks
AKSHITA VATS First
4 B.ALLB-1V (4027 835 1000 83.50 |Class
with Dist.
VIDHI First
5 B.A.LLB -V 4278 GHANSHYAM 853 1000 85.30 |Class
SURANA with Dist.
MAHAJAN First
1 B.B.A.LLB - | 58 DEEPTI 714 800 89.25 |Class
DEVDATTA with Dist.
GODBOLE First
2 B.B.ALLB -1l |2212 DEVANGI 684 800 85.50 |Class
HEMANT with Dist.
NERURKAR First
S B.B.ALLB - 1ll |2287 VIRAJ VINEET 801 1000 80.10 [Class
with Dist.
MULANI First
1 LLM - | 10564 |KARISHMA 646 800 80.75 [Class
ALAMGIR with Dist.
NIGADE First
2 LLM -1l 10593 SHRADDHA 1375 1600 85.94 |Class
SARDAR with Dist.
WATTAMWAR First
1 DTL 1609 SUMIT 316 500 63.20 [Class
SANJAYRAO
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Navalmal Firodia
Law College
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Yoga Day : Sports Department
21 June 2022
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Interaction with Dr. Joshipura

24 June 2022

Deccan Education Society’s
Navalmal Firodia

DES Founders’ Day
9 August 2022
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Celebration of Rakshabandhan at Niwara Old Age Home

13 August 2022
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Ekatmata Rally

14 August 2022

Krutadnyata - Alumni Lecture Series : Alumni Department

19 August to 22 August 2022
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Adhivakta Parishad : DES CLE

27 Augsut 2022

Alumni Meet : Alumni Department

28 August 2022

National Sports Day Celebration : Sports Department
29 August 2022
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Swatantryaveer Savarkar Smruti Abhinav Bharat Vyaspeeth
Lecture Series : DES CLE
19 September to 22 September 2022

11'Syy. t' av 3&\?&
N,Abhmav BharatN waspecth‘

ber;72022 4 y
SP EAKERS Shri Rajeshwar Ghoda] kz

Participation in Regional Conference on Mediation : Legal Aid Cell

24 September 2022
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14th Edition of Late Gopal Ganesh Agarkar Smruti Karandak :

Debate Department

29 and 30 September 2022

Chif Guest
Dr. Eknath edar

omestice Core Jiwg0ro sy

VALEDICTORY CEREMONY|
30" September 2022

10k Palande
iirman,

smmittee DES

Shri. Navalmal FirodialLaw College,
LATE GOPAL GANESH AGARKAR SMRUTI KARANDAK
NATIONAL LEVEL INTER CQLLESV\TE DEBATE COMPETITION > E DEBATE COMPETITION
(14™EDITION)

INAUGURAL CEREMONY . INAUGURAL CEREMONY 2o
29 September 2022 29" September 2022
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Workshop on Financial Literacy : DES CLE
3 October 2022

Financial Literacy Workshop
for Women

=)
n GPS Map Camera g

Pune, Maharashtra, India

Gate No. 3, Fergusson College Campus, Near Tukaram
Mandir, Shivajinagar, Pune, Maharashtra 411004, India
Lat 18.525649°

ASMI - The Power Within (A Dialogue With Navdurgas) :

Paripoorti Cell & Placement Cell

4 October 2022
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Internal Complaints Committee Meeting & Awareness

Program

5 November 2022

k P:‘ SHRI. NAVl)\'n';u\Iduru'i..n\m“_‘ ADV. ASHOK PA
ALMAL FIRODIA | . Council Member - DES.
INTERNAL Compy g w | g

AWARE! @:f ¥ |
al arassment of Women 4 |
/

Senior Citizen Rights - Legal Awareness Campaign under the
PAN India Movement
9 November 2022

%3 ot 13T

Rayeei

- y ) y &7 v
=" Lat 18.453768, Long 73.797973 p T 3 Lat 18.453803, Long 73.797882
. 11/09/2022 06:56 PM GMT+05:30 - ¥ o8 2 Ve iy 11/09/2022 06:21 PM GMT+05:30
& Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera L va 0t €8s Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera

" Lat 18.453802, Long 73.797858
fe  11/09/2022 05:59 PM GMT+05:30
S & Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera
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National Lok Adalat : Legal Aid Cell
12 November 2022

=

LS AL RO AP

~«l Aid Cantre

Pan India Legal Awareness Program Through Role - Play On
Motor Vehicle Act : Legal Aid Cell
13 November 2022
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A Visit to Forensic Department : Study Tour Department

Intra and Novice Moot Court Competitions : Moot Court Society

18 November 2022
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Deccan Education Society's
Navalmal Firodia
‘_gw College

An Interactive Session on Consumer Law & Practice :
Seminar and Guest Lecture Department

19 November 2022

Shri Navalmal l-'lrodla Law Collegeg, <

<€ BCNTERACTIVE SESSION ON "cousuumu
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Workshop on Constitution Day with Adhivakta Parishad :
DES CLE
26 November 2022

- ﬁ GPS Map Camera i

& 6ps Map camera u

Paramarsha - A Workshop On Career Management :
Alumni Department

28 November to 30 November 2022
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gan -
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Prison Visit on the Occasion of Constitution Day
at Yerwada Jail : Legal Aid Cell
26 November 2022

- D cean Education Society's
; \p.

SHH%HMIMMM FIRODIA LA COLLEGE, PUNE i
Legal Aid Centre

ne-411004.
Add : Gate No.3, Fergusson College Campus, 5, Pul
Tel No.: |nzujsrissmiu6'|£ mail.:deslaw @dupun g

I|!1ll!!m
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Inauguration of STPId! - Justice in Action : Pro Bono Club
9 December 2022

T

JTION

CHIEF G
fon'ble Prg

Legal Empowerment through Legal Awareness Campaign for
the Rights of Senior Citizens : Pro Bono Club
12 December 2022

v ]

& opsMapcamera
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Dr. Sunita Adhav
[Associate Professor] [BCom., LL.B., LL.M., Ph.D. (Law)]

Achievements:
» Received a Best Teacher Award

* Mentored 2 students who successfully completed their PhDs

« Assumed the role of exam coordinator, effectively managing and overseeing all
examination-related activities

« Served as a NACC Peer Team Member, contributing to quality assessment and
accreditation processes

« Published 4 articles in UGC Care listed journals and 1 article in Scopus indexed journal

« Invited as a resource person at both national and state seminars

Dr. Aishwarya Yadav
[Assistant Professor] [D.I.P.R. (Law), MBL, NET (JRF), Ph.D.]

Departments:
« College Examination Officer of SPPU and Internal Examination

« Presiding Officer of IC under POSH Act

 Faculty in Charge Paripoorti (Women’s Study Cell), Pro Bono Club, DES Internship
Program, Attendance Committee, Timetable, Alumni

« Coordinator and Supervisor — Compliance and Documentation with Statutory Bodies
like FRA, BCI, ARA.

Professional Development:
« Attended National workshop on implementation of NEP Policy 2020 at Modern Law

College, Pune on 14th and 15th February, 2023.

« Completed national faculty development program (8th December- 14th December
2022) jointly organised by Smt. Radhadevi Goenka College for women, Akola and Guru
Angad Dev Teaching learning centre, SGTB Khasala, College, University of Delhi under
HRDC on development of MOOCs, e-content and Teacher’s e-kit in four Quadrant Format.

'
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Research Paper Presentation and Publication:
* Presented Paper on The International Space Law for Sustainable Development in lieu of

Developing Countries — A Need Of Era.in international Conference on Environmental Law
&amp; Policy on 16th October, 2022.

 Published of the paper entitled, Reproductive rights of women in patriarchal society
of India: Problems and Solutions in Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative
Research (ISSN : 2349-5162), ISSN UGC Approved (Journal No: 63975) & 7.95 Impact
Factor, Published in Volume 10 Issue 4, April-2023 | Date of Publication: 2023-04-04

* Published paper entitled, ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE BOOST CLINICAL TRIALS IN INDIA: ISSUES
AND CHALLENGES in International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR),

UGC Approved - Journal No : 43602 & 7.17 Impact Factor, Volume 10 Issue 1 March 2023,
Date of Publication: 29-March-2023

Outside Participation:
* Invited as a Judge in 17 th Shankarrao Kanitakar National Moot Court Competition, at

Modern law College, Pune

 As a resource person at the regional conclave on Pro Bono Legal aid Club and services
authorities at Maharashtra National Law University, Aurangabad,

* Invited as a Judge in 10th Intra Client counselling Competition at ILS Law College, Pune
* Invited as a Judge in Moot Court Competition, at Balaji law College, Pune
* Invited as Panel Judge in Lok Adalat, Shivaji Nagar Pune

« Invited as a resource person in webinar on personal laws and gender justice at School
of Law, Kasturi Shikshan Sanstha, Pune.

« Member of Board Studies — Business Law at K. P. B. Hinduja College of Commerce,
Mumbai University

« Attended meeting of Medico- legal cell of Indian Medical Council at Neetu Mandke Hall,
Tilok Road, Pune

« Reviewer of REST Publisher.

« Member of Board Studies — Certificate Course in Crime Investigation and Trial at
Marathawada Mitra Mandal’s Shankarrao Chavan Law College, Pune
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Dr. Anagha Baldota
[Assistant Professor] [M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.]

Departments:

- DES Centre for Legal Excellence (DES CLE)
* Club Aesthetica

» Club MUN

« Parliamentary Debate Club

+ Club Vidhit & Vedhas, an e-journal

Achievements

* Papers published

« Authored a research paper titled ‘Holistic Approach of National Education Policy’
published in the souvenir of the National Seminar on ‘New Education Policy 2020,
Challenges & Prospects’ organised by Lucknow Law University

« Authored a research paper titled ‘Digital Humanities: A Profound Dive into Disciplines’
published in Vol-36, No.1 2023, Utkal Historical Research Journal with ISSN : 0978-2132
UGC Care Approved, Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal in One Day Multidisciplinary
International Conference on Contemporary Trends in Humanities, Commerce, Basic &
Applied Science & Charting Sustainable Development.

« FDP/workshop/Orientation/ Refresher courses/Short term courses etc.

l.Attended A two day National Workshop on ‘Implementation of New Education Policy
2020’ conducted by 14.02.2023 & 15.02.2023 organised by PES Modern Law College under
Quality Improvement Program of Savitribai Phule Pune University.

« Guest lecturers delivered (please include date/duration, topic, venue etc.)

lInvited as a judge to adjudicate the prestigious Late P.G. Sahastrabuddhe Debate
Competition organised by Sir Parshurambhau College of Arts, Commerce & Science,
Pune.

 Any other activity
« Coordinated certificate courses in Soft Skills development, Advocacy Skills, Medico-
legal Studies Financial Market etc.

+ Proposed & coordinated various programs like workshops under the MoU with Adhivakta
Parishad & social outreach under the MoU with Vanvaasi Kalyan Ashram.

* Proposed & coordinated the second edition of Swatantryaveer Savarkar Smruti Abhinav
Bharat Vyaspeeth, a 4 day lecture series based on the theme of ‘Indianisation of Law’
from 19th September to 22nd September 2022

 Proposed & coordinated various events & competition of Club Aesthetica
'
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» Proposed & Coordinated Mock MUN conference of Club MUN

» Proposed & Coordinated Club Vidhit for editing articles of e-journal Vedhas

Dr. Archana Lahoti
[Assistant Professor] [BSc. (Microbiology), MMS, MCM, NET (Management), Ph.D.
(Marketing Management)]

Achievements

« Participated in five days offline GIAN course on “Value Based Marketing” organized
by Department of Management Studies , National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli
during 19-23 December 2022.

 Study tour co-ordinator for Academic Year 2022-23. Successfully conducted Forensic
Department visit , Delhi - Supreme Court Visit , Bombay High Court visit and picnic to
Aqua Imagica.

+ Judge for the Ad mad Show which was held on 3rd April 2023 at Ajinkya D.Y.Patil College.

« Paper setting done for Design Thinking at Institute of Management Development and
Research (IMDR) for PGDM Course.

« Conducting various academic responsibilities such as co-ordinator for BBA LLB Semester
|, completion of NAAC criteria , CAP and Internal examination.

Sonali Suraj Renuse
[Assistant Professor] [B.SL., LL.M., NET, CCF, MJ]

Achievements

« Addressed a Session on “Indianisation of Laws :Past, Present and Future” under the
illustrious banner of Swatantryaveer Savarkar Smruti Abhinav Bharat Vyaspeeth & Lecture
Series at DES’s Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College on 22nd September 2022.

+ Judged the Semi final round of 10th Intra Collegiate Client Counselling Competition at
the Indian Law Society’s Law College, Pune on 10th Oct 2022.

« Co-ordinated A One Day Workshop on “Enhancing the Effectiveness of the IQAC: on 18th
Oct 2022.

« Attended a Virtual 7 Days Faculty development Program on “Fundamentals of Legal
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Research Methodology and its Changing Contours in Contemporary Era” between 16th
to 22nd October 2022.

« Completed a Ten Days Certificate Course on “Basics of Legal Research Methodology”
(funded by ICSSR) between 13th December 2022 to 24th December 2022 organised by
Marathwada Mitra Mandal’s Shankarrao Chavan Law College, Pune.

» Co-ordinated various Guest Lectures and Seminars conducted in the academic Year
2022-23.

Dr. Ganga Reshmi

[Librarian]

Achievements
+ Attended DELNET Webinar on “Research & Publication Ethics: Role of Librarians” by Dr.
Shubhada Nagarkar, SPPU, Pune on November, 30 2022

« Attended Online NACLIN 2022 - 25th National Convention on Knowledge, Library &
Information Networking” on December 14 — 16, 2022

- Participated in One Day National Workshop on “Implementation of National Digital
Library Clubfor College Libraries” held by Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha’s Smt.
Akkatai Ramgonda Patil Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Ichalkaraniji in association with Bhogawati
Shikshan Prasarak Mandal’'s Bhogawati College, Kurukali on Tuesday December 20th,
2022.

« Participated in One Day Workshop on “NAAC Accreditation: Strategy and Best Practices”
Organised by FLAME University in association with Management Libraries Network, India
(MANLIBNET), held on 25th January, 2023

« Attended one day workshop on “Literature Search” at Center for Publications Ethics,
Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune on 1lithFebruary 2023

« Attended DELNET Webinar on “Libraries & Research Support Services: Emerging
Opportunities” by Dr. Sanjay Kataria, Bennett University on April 27 2023

- Attended “Celebrating National Technology Day — Emerging AR/VR Technology for
Immersive & Interactive Learning Environment” conducted by DELNET — Developing Library
Network on May 11 2023

» Attended DELNET- CISCO Webinar on “Best Practices to Protect Ransomware Attacks” on
June 16, 2023

'
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Pooja H Deo
[Assistant Professor] [MSc., LL.B., SET (Law), LL.M.]

Departments:

+ Faculty coordinator for Placement Assistance Cell and Internal examinations
« Internal senior supervisor of SPPU examination wef Feb 2023.

+ Assistant faculty in charge Pro Bono Club.

« Member, Internal Committee under PoSH Act.

Achievements

+ Special achievement:

Registered for PhD in August 2022.

Represented DES SNFLC in Regional conclave on pro bono legal aid and services and
contribution of law schools and colleges (22nd December, 2022)

» Papers published-

- FDP/workshop/Orientation/ Refresher courses/Short term courses etc.

« “Fundamentals of Legal Research Methodology and its Changing Contours in
Contemporary Era”

« Faculty Development Program on “IPR (Advance Learning)” 13 -18, 2021 organized by The
CIPR and DPIIT-IPR Chair at Maharashtra National Law University, Nagpur.

« Completed TWO-DAYS CERTIFICATE COURSE ON “E- CONTENT DEVELOPMENT” (JANUARY
28TH & 29TH 2023)

« Guest lectures delivered (pleose include date/duration, topic, venue etc.)-

. Conferences/ seminars/webinars attended (pleose include date/duration, topic, venue
etc.)

« Any other activity:
« Faculty in charge for Office Compliance of BCI, FRA, ARA and SPPU, MIS.
» Assisted Admission committee for 2022 CET admissions.

a%t{” 42

2022-23



Jyoti Mahesh Shete.
[Assistant Professor] [DCL, LL.M, NET, SET, PGADR]

Achievements
* |nvited as “Guest Lecturer” on ‘Acts and Amendments for Women’ at Vivekananda
College, Kolhapur dated on 7th March 2022.

« Appointed as “Resource Person” on the topic ‘POSH Act, 2013’ at New College, Kolhapur
dated on 8th March 2022.

 Participated in Faculty Development Program on Enhancing Research Skill at Bharati
Vidyapeeth's, New Law College, Sangli dated on 9th April 2022.

« Invited as “Resource Person” on the topic ‘Women and Law’ at Kamla College Kolhapur
dated on 19th April 2022.

« Invited as “Resource Person” on the topic ‘Women and Law’ at Tatyasaheb Kore Institute
of Engineering and Technology Warnanagar on 29 September 2022.

« Achieved “First Rank” at University Level Avishkar Research Convention 2022-23 in PPG
Level.

+ Selected in “Top 5” in 15th Maharashtra State Inter University Research Convention for
PPG Level AT Avishkar 2023 held at Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune.

- Appointed as Faculty Co-ordinator for TSt ZTaTST featTfeifare et &ToT 3M1fot e
Dbraer AT favdradies T feaefta srfemsst at Kundanmal Firodiya Auditorium conducted
by DES’s Navalmal Firodia Law College, Pune dated on 3rd March 2023.

« Appointed as ‘Faculty Coordinator’ for Legal Awareness Program for Women conducted
by District Legal Services Authority, Pune under aegis of National Legal Services Authority,
New Delhi and in collaboration with National Commission for Women at Sri Navalmal
Firodiya Law College, Pune dated on 5th March 2023.

« Appointed as a‘Faculty Coordinator’ for Mumbai High Court Visit 2022-23 for LLB students
dated on 19th April 2023.

« Appointed as ‘Faculty Member’ of Legal Research Cell and ‘Faculty Coordinator’ for the
‘Themisia: National Judgement Analysis Competition, 2023’ dated from 24 th April to 26th
April 2023 at DES’Shri Navalmal Firodiya Law College,Pune.

'
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Prithviraj Dhondiram Chavan
[Assistant Professor] [M.A., LL.M., SET, Ph.D. (Pursuing)]

Achievements

 Participated in Three days international conference on “World Constitution: A New
Horizon of Human Right's “conducted by Government Law College, Mumbai-400020 on
7th January 2022 to 9th January 2022.

« Participated in Two days international conclave on “Regional Conclave on Justice
Education in Asia” conducted by Bharati Vidyapeeth, Pune. On 27-28 Sept 2022.

 Participated in one day international conference on “Gender Equality” conducted
by Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, Nanded and Mahatma Phule
Mahavidyalaya, Kingaon, Dist:Latur, Maharashtra. On 8th March 2023.

« Participated in two days international conference on” International conference on
contemporary Trends in International Economic Law” Conducted by ILS Law College,Pune.
On 14 to 15 March 2023.

« Participated in two days workshop on “Comprehensive Understanding of the
AdobeExpress tool and its application” Conducted by SPPU, Pune. On 17 & 18 March 2023.

« Participated in six days FDP on Intellectual Property Rights organized by DPIIT-IPR chair
and center for IPR at MNLU,Nagpur,On 1 - 6 May 2023.

« Participated in one day International Symposium on Air and Space Law on 2023 ‘Dispute
Settlement in Air and Space Laws’ organized by WBNUJS,Kolkata and MNLU,Mumbai,On 6
May 2023.

Sonal Pandhare
[Assistant Professor] [B.SL.LLB, DLL & LW, MBA, LLM, SET, Ph.D. (Pursuing)]

Achievements
« Faculty Coordinator for the Magazine Department and Cultural Department.

« Attended a National Workshop on the Implementation of NEP Policy 2020, at Modern Law
College, Pune, on 14th and 15th February, 2023.

« Completed National Faculty Development Program on “Qualitative Research & Issues in
Plagiarism (AnInterdisciplinary Approach)”on16th to 22nd February 2023, jointly organised
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by Guru Angad Dev Teaching Learning Centre under PMMMNMTT, Ministry of Education,
Government of India in collaboration with Swami Ramanand Teerth Mahavidyalaya,
Ambajogai, Maharashtra.

» Presented and published a research paper in the Special Issue 2022 of Research
Nebula on “Healthy Environment: An Inalienable Right” at the International Conference
on Emerging Issues & Challenges on Human Rights, Commercial Law, and Women
Empowerment in Contemporary Global Society, 2022. The conference was organized by
Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh College of Law, Amravati, and Sentinel Solicitors, UK, held on 5th
and 6th March 2022. The paper has been assigned the ISSN 2277-8071 and has an impact
factor of 7.399.

A research paper titled “Gender Justice in the Context of Rights of Transgender-A Myth”
was presented and published in the book titled LEX-ET-MUTATIO at the International
Conference on Law and Social Transformation 2022. The conference was organized by
Alliance School of Law, Alliance University, Bengaluru, Karnataka, and was held on 26th
March 2022. The paper has the ISBN No. 978-81-955963-1-7.

» Aresearch paper titled “Women as Political Proxies in India” was presented and published
in the Special Issue of Jus Corpus Law journal. The paper was part of the International
Conference on “Women Rights in Developing Countries: Issues & Challenges” 2022,
organized by Jus Corpus, Symbiosis Law School, Nagpur, and Maharashtra National Law
University, Aurangabad. The conference was held on 15th May 2022.

* A research paper published in Satyam Law International, an edited book titled,
“Globalization Law and Community” bearing ISBN No. 9788119119004 on “Domestic
Violence: Lens of Gender Neutrality with the Human Rights Perspective” dated 31st March
2023.

« Member of Board Studies — Certificate Course in Crime Investigation and Trial at
Marathawada Mitra Mandal’s Shankarrao Chavan Law College, Pune

Sandip Kadu Borse
[Assistant Professor] [B.Sc., B.A., M.A., NET, SET]

Achievements

* Participated in Two-day national Workshop on Implementation of NEP 2020 with specific
reference to Multidisciplinary and Holistic Education in Legal Profession- Issues and
Challenges organized by Marathwada Mitra Mandal’'s Shankarrao Chavan Law College,
Pune.

 Participated in Two-day National Workshop on Implementation of National Education
Policy 2020 organized by Modern Law College, Pune.
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+ Successfully completed “A One Week Online National FDP on Research Methodology
with an Applied Orientation” conducted by IQAC Avinash College of commerce, LB Nagar,
Hyderabad.

« Delivered a Guest Lecture on “Significance of Sociology for Law Students” at Tilak
Maharashtra Vidyapith, Pune.

« Written Two chapters for the Text Books for second year MA Sociology students i.e,
Urban Studies & Ethnicity and Nationalism in India published by Savitribai Phule Pune
University, School of Open Learning.

» Successfully Completed Online Two-Week Interdisciplinary Refresher Coursein “Advance
Research Methodology” From 23th February to 09th March 2023 and obtained Grade A.

« Completed Two Weeks National Level Workshop on Flipped Classroom Teaching Tools
From 24th February to 09th March 2023.

« Completed One-week National Level Workshop on Literature Review From 04th February
to 11th February 2023.

Saurabh Jadhav
[Assistant Professor] [M.A. (Political Science), NET (JRF)]

Achievements
» Guest lecture at Sinhagad Institute of Management.

» Guest lecture at Sinhagad Institute of Technology.
+ Published a research paper in ISN Journal on Feminism and Law .

» Published a research paper in ISN Journal on “International policy is a reflection of
domestic policy”.

« Worked as CAP director ( assistant) and External Senior Supervisor at MMCC
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Seminar Department : Annual Report

“Knowledge is the only treasure that
increases on sharing!”

DES Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College
believing in the same organised Guest
Lectures, Workshop and Seminars
throughout the Academic Year 2022-
2023. Seminar Department receives
lots of support and guidance from the
Management, Officiating Principal, Staff
Members and Non Teaching Staff in
implementing its ideas.

Here is a look at the Department’s
Activities!!

1. Mooting enhances drafting, legal
knowledge, research, command over
the formal language used in courts,
interpersonal skills, confidence, and
presentation abilities. Moot courts give
students a preview of what the litigation
side of the law is.

To enhance Mooting Skills sessions were
organized on 24th and 26th August 2022.
Adv Krityesh Bhandari, Adv. Madhusudhan
Lahoti, District & Sessions Court, Pune, Dr.
Sheetal Babar, Founder, LAWSTRAW, Pune
briefed the students of final years of both
Three year and Five year Law Courses
about research and memo preparation,
mooting skills. A demo moot was also
conducted.

Faculty Coordinators
Asst. Prof. Sonali Renuse

Student Coordinator

Satyajit Pawar

2. Contracts are a vital part of our daily
lives. They gain such vital importance
in our lives because they legally bind
the parties in a relation. Any breach of
a contract can be redressed, and the
damages can be liquidated.

Remedies under Contract law being o
topic of practical utility a Guest Lecture on
the Topic “Remedies in Law of Contract”
was organized on 29th August 2022 for
the students of I LL.B, Il BA LLB & Il BBA
LL.B. Adv R Bhalchandra Phatak Sir, Senior
Advocate was the Resource Person. Sir,
effectively addressed the practical aspect
of the subject and it is very crucial for the
students to know the practical side of Law
Subjects.

Approximately 200 students attended the
Session.

3. Professional Ethics encompass the
personal and corporate standards of
behaviour expected of professional. It
refers to a series of rules related to the way
the professional acts towards the people
whom he or she relates professionally.
As a part of Practical Training Paper
“ProfessionalEthics”aSessionon“Practical
Implications of Professional ethics” was
organised for the students of IV BA LLB

on 1Ist Oct 2022 and for Il LL.B Students
(D

49

3o



on 14th January 2023. Adv Pushkar Patil ,
District & Sessions Court, Pune addressed
the session and enlightened the students
through the medium of Case Laws.
Approximately 200 students of IV BA LL.B
and 200 students of Il LL.B attended the
Sessions conducted on 1st Oct 2022 and
14th January 2023 respectively.

4. National Assessment and Accreditation

Council, or NAAC, was established
in  September 1994 to assess the
performance of higher education

institutions in India and guarantee that
they meet set standards. The UGC has
made NAAC certification mandatory for
all universities and colleges that want to
seek grants. The comprehensive NAAC
accreditation meaning includes all the
tasks associated with evaluating and
regulating the performance of higher
learning institutions across the country.
The motive is simple- encouraging
education organizations to make the
best of available resources, capabilities,
and  opportunities  for  continuous
improvement.

With the aim to educate the faculty, TWO
WORKSHOPS were conducted in the month
of October and November.

+ A ONE DAY WORKSHOP ON ‘ENHANCING
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF IQAC’ was organized
on 18th Oct 2022. Dr. Vatsala Swami,
Director (IQAC) , Dr. D Y Patil Vidyapeeth
was invited as the Resource Person. The
Workshop was intended for the Teachers
of various disciplines of Deccan Education
Society across the state of Maharashtra.

The Workshop was divided into 4
sessions. Dr. Swami through a Power Point
Presentation method discussed every
attribute of NAAC, ranging from vision and

mission, objectives, and criteria breakup
till final assessment. Her experience over
the decades helped faculties understand
the nuances of the NAAC Accreditation
Process. The Faculty members raised
queries  which  were  satisfactorily
addressed by the Resource person.
Approximately 50 Teachers attended the
Workshop.

+ IQAC in collaboration with Seminar
Department, organized a Workshop
on “Improving Documentation and
presentation Skills for submission of SSR”
on 11th November 2022 and 14th November
2022. The Resource Persons were Dr
Karisidappa , Dr. Deepali Garge and Dr.
Revati Naik.

The Topics covered were :

* Data & Documents Preparation for SSR

» Overview of the criteria relating to
curricular aspects: teaching, learning and
evaluation and research, innovation and
extension and Significance of Research
and Publication.

It was exclusively meant for the full time
faculty members of DES’s Shri Navalmal
Firodia Law College.

5. An interactive session was organised
on the topic “Consumer Law and practice”
On 19th November 2022. Honble Shri.
Surendra Tawade Sir, President of State
Consumer Commission was the resource
person.

In the beginning itself, he told the
expectations from the Consumer
Protection Act & the 32000 pending cases
in  Maharashtra. Sir narrated various
fields like Banking, Insurance, Medical,
Building Industry & Various goods (FMCG)
manufacturers,dealers &their functioning.
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Sir also talked about the pendency of the
cases. It was a very thought provoking
session and students thoroughly enjoyed
the session.

6. A session on How to deal with Clients
was organized on 22nd November 2022.
Adv Girish Dange, District and Sessions
Court was the resource person.

“Law school is a

7. Seminar Department in
collaboration with Paripoorti celebrated
Human Rights Day on 8th December 2022.
Hon’ble Smt Manisha Kale, Family Court
Judge, Pune addressed the students on
“Child Custody Laws in India: A Human
Rights Perspective “. Madam shared the
emotional dilemma, the social and other
dimensions surrounding Child Custody.

transformative experience

that equips you with the
knowledge and skills to navigate
the complexities of the legal system.”

- John F. Kennedy

'
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Guest Lecture Department : Annual Report

DES Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College
witnessed remarkable and thought
provoking events organised by the Guest
Lecture Department for the Academic
Year 2022-23. Guest Lecture Department
receiveslots of supportand guidance from
the Management, Officiating Principal,
Staff Members and Non -Teaching Staff in
implementing its ideas.

Here is a look at the Department’s
Activities!

1. Guest Lecture on Cooperatives and
Consumerism on the occasion of World
Consumer Rights Day: 15th March 2023

A Guest Lecture on cooperatives and
consumerism was conducted at Deccan
Education  Society’'s  Shri  Navalmal
Firodia Law College by Guest Lecture
Department. The purpose of the lecture
was to discuss the role of cooperatives
in the Indian economy, with a focus on
defining characteristics of India-based
cooperatives such as Amul, Katraj, and
Pune-based cooperatives. The seminar
was attended by various professionals,
scholars, students, and representatives
from different cooperatives.

Speaker: Mr. Abhay Limaye (Ex Deputy
Chief General Manager of Saraswat
Cooperative Bank)

Faculty Coordinators
Asst. Prof. Hanumant Dodake
Asst. Prof. Sharad Chauhan

Student Coordinators
Nupur Singh
Ketaki Patil

2. Guest Lecture on the topic of
“Making of Indian Constitution: A
Historical Perspective”: Olst April, 2023

A guest lecture was organized in DES Shri
Navalmal Firodia Law College, Pune by
Guest Lecture Department. This lecture
was a part of student's development
apart from curricula. Chief Guest Shri
Avinash Kolhe (Retired Associate
Professor in Political Science in Ruparel
College, Mumbai) was invited to deliver
a talk on the topic of “Making of Indian
Constitution: A Historical Perspective”. The
chief guest delivered a detailed talk on
the abovementioned topic. Although the
nature of topic was very theoretical it was
deliveredinalively manner by the speaker.
It was an interactive session between the
speaker and the students in the audience.
The speaker was a person of high stature.
He has thorough knowledge on the topic
of constitution and political science. The
speaker gave a new dimension to the
topic. He discussed the important events
of history and its connection with Indian
constitution. The topics such as election,
federation,government, etc.were covered.
Hediscussedsomeoftheinterestingissues
pertaining to Jammu and Kashmir. The
speaker covered the constitutional history
from 1773 to 1948. He gave new dimension
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to each year and its relevance in current
times. He also disclosed certain unknown
events which are not even recorded in the
history books. One important thing to note
from his talk was that the students were
provoked to think in different manner. The
session was not just informative but also
full of wisdom. Approximately 50 students
attended the guest lecture.

3. “Practical Training Sessions: on
Alternative Dispute Resolution Systems":
17th April 2023

As part of Practical Training Subject
— Alternative Dispute Resolution, two
Sessions were organised for the students
of 2nd LL. B, 4th B.A.LLB & 4th BBA.LLB by
Adv. Vaishali Jadhav.

Session 1: Ethics & Legal Issues in ADR
Session 2: Role of Legal Services Authority
to promote ADR

DES’s Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College
organized two guest lecture sessions in
Amphitheatre on 17th April, 2023 to give
an understanding of Alternative Dispute
Resolution Systems and their practical
implications. The Resource person was
Adv. Vaishali Jadhav ma’am, who threw
light on “Ethical and legal issues in ADR”
in session 1 of the lecture. Ma’am marked
the beginning of the lecture by quoting
Respected Mahatma Gandhi Jii “ The true
practice of law is to find out the better
side of human nature and to enter men'’s
hearts as true function of a lawyer was
to unite parties divided apart. By doing
this he has lost nothing thereby -not
even money, certainly not his soul.” She
explained that any dispute is like a cancer,
if resolved sooner, better, if not, it grows
with time. ADR is not something which is
new to India. Ma’am made us aware about

different forms of ADR like Arbitration,
Mediation, Negotiation, Conciliation, Lok
adalat. She also spoke about the legal
issues and legislations relating to it.
Ma’am also highlighted various difficulties
in implementation of Lok Adalat. Ma’am
also spoke about ethics. For ADR to be
successful participants should adhere
to accepted norms of fairness and
politeness. There is a huge connection
between ADR and ethics as very well put
forth by ma’am. The most highlighted
part of the session was the * Way forward’
ideas put forth by ma’am. It is important
to always think about the changes that
can be made in the future. The entire
session was very fruitful and informative.
She highlighted all the aspects related to
ethical andlegalissuesin ADR. The session
was surely a food for thought.

Session 2: “Role of Legal Services Authority
to promote ADR”. Ma’am marked the
beginning of the session by giving brief
introduction about the Legal Services
Authority Act,1987. Ma’am mentioned that
the legal aid scheme was first introduced
by sir P.N Bhagwati under the Legal aid
committeeformedinl1971.Itaimstoprovide
free legal services to the weaker sections
of the society and to organize Lok Adalat’s
foramicable settlement of disputes. Article
39 A of the constitution of India which says
that state shall secure that the operation
of the legal system promotes justice on
basis of equal opportunity. Article 14 and
22 (1) also speak on same lines. Ma'am
during the session spoke about the aims
and objectives of the act which include
providing free and competent legal
services to weaker sections of the society.
Ma’am established the linkage between
Article 21 and Right to free legal aid. Ma’am
explained the meaning of “Legal Service”
e
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according to the act along with the
hierarchy of bodies. Ma’am further spoke
about the organization of Lok Adalat under
section 19, its powers and advantages and
certain drawbacks of the act. The entire
session was very fruitful and informative.
Ma’am properly highlighted the role of
legal services authority in promoting ADR.
It was indeed a food for thought.

Both the sessions were attended by
approximately 240 students.

4. “Practical Training Sessions: Moot
Court and Exercise on 18th April 2023 &
20th April 2023"

Under the Practical Training and Moot
Court Activity three guestlectures sessions
on following topics were conducted for
the 5th BALLB & 3rd LLB students:
Session1:Client Counselling &Interviewing
Technique by Dr. Medha Kolhatkar (Prof.
ILS, Pune) on 18th April 2023

Dr. Medha Kolhatkar Ma’am, who is a
Professor in ILS Law College, Pune on 18th
April, 2023, gave the students a guest
lecture on the topic “Client Counselling
and Interview Techniques”. She started
the lecture by explaining techniques
of counselling. She mentioned that the
client-lawyer relationship is based entirely
on trust. It is very important to leave a
good impression in the mind of client. She
explained the students that commitment
is very important as it will lay a foundation
of trust between you and your client.
She mentioned that you should always
be well dressed and your table shall be
neat and tidy as it shows the discipline.
She then narrated the significance of
Good Interview and advised the Do’'s and
Don’ts of client interview. Firstly, she said
start with a happy note i.e, when you
as a junior lawyer will get to know that

you are interviewing a client, you would
be excited and happy, so start with the
positive note. Always be punctual and
never make your client wait for meeting.
This shows that you respect their time and
shows the commitment that you would
like to offer during your services. Proper
discipline must be followed while greeting
the client. She further mentioned that if
you are d junior advocate or just started
your practice then you must stand and
receive the client and if you become an
established advocate then it depends
mostly on the equation the client and
the advocate shares. She further added,
in addition to gathering information, the
lawyer should also use the interview to
explain the legal process to the client,
including any potential outcomes, risks,
and costs. The lawyer should also provide
the client with an honest assessment of
their case and the likelihood of success.
The lawyer should also take notes during
the interview and keep a record of the
information provided by the client.
This record should be kept confidential
and should only be shared with other
members of the legal team as necessary.
“You should be a good observer” she
said. Whenever the client talks about the
information which may be exaggerated
or which is of no help in the case, you can
stop the client by saying that the Court
will not accept this reasoning to save the
time. She also explained us How to deal
with Emotional Clients. She said offer them
water, make them comfortable, leave your
own cabin so they can have their space
to calm down and other essential things.
The lawyer should demonstrate empathy
and understanding and should provide
reassurance that they will work hard
to achieve the best possible outcome
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for the client. In summary, a lawyer-
client interview is a critical component
of the legal representation process. The
lawyer should use the interview to gather
information, explain the legal process,
establish clear communication, and build
trust

Session 2: Pre-Trial Preparations on
Criminal Side by Advocate Hrishikesh
Ganu on 18th April 2023

Advocate Hrishikesh Ganu, gave us a
guest lecture on the subject “Pre-Trial
Preparations on Criminal Side” on 20th
April, 2023. Sir started the session by
explaining Investigation of a crime is what
proceeds the trial. In fact, criminal pre-
trial starts from the moment information
concerning an offence is given either
to the Police Station or the Magistrate.
On receiving information about a
cognizable offence, police register a First
Information Report(FIR) and commences
investigation. If the investigation agency
feels that prima facie case face is made
out of it, it will file a charge sheet before
the court. The Magistrate has to pass
necessary orders on final reports and
charge sheets depending upon the order
of the Magistrate and the case will either
be dropped or put forward for charges
and trial. Sir then discussed about the
Stages Before Trial: Stage 1: Commission
of offence: Stage 2: FIR & Stage 3:
Investigation. Sir further added that there
are three stages through which an offence
passes:l. Investigation 2. Inquiry 3.Trial. Out
of the three, investigation is performed by
the Police. Police is the Chief Investigative
Agency of the State. Administratively,
Police is independent of Directorate
of Prosecution and the Judiciary. As a
principle, it is said that the Court does not
possess any supervisory jurisdiction over

Police and their investigation. There is a
clear cut and well-known demarcated
sphere of activity for the Police in crime
detection.

Stage 4: Framing of Charges and Filing of
Chargesheet. The next stage is to frame
the charges and file the chargesheet. Sir
also mentioned some other important
aspects which need to be considered
either before or during the investigation
are: Arrest & Bail. After the filing of the
charge sheet, the trial commences. Sir
concluded the session by explaining
that the pre-trial preparation must be
conducted in the proper manner to ensure
a proper trial and also to ensure proper
framing of charges so that no problem
is caused to either during prosecution or
defence.

Session 3: Pre-Trial Preparations on Civil
Side by Advocate Sandeep Gujrati on
20th April 2023

Advocate Sandeep Gujrati Sir, gave
a guest lecture on the subject “Pre-
Trial Preparations on Civil Side” on 20th
April, 2023. Sir started with the session
explaining the stages of filing of suit.
He started with Presentation of Plaint,
Services of Summons, Appearance of
parties, Ex-parte Decree, Filing of Written
Statement by Defendant, Production of
Documents by Parties, Summoning and
Attendance of Witness, Hearing of Suit
and Examination of Witness, Argument,
Judgement, Preparation of Decree and
Execution of Decree. He then continued;
Trial commences after issues are framed
and preparation shall be made for trial.
Theissues are framed based on pleadings.
Pleadings are the plaint and the written
statement. Plaints are the pleadings of
Plaintiff and Written Statements are the
pleadings of Defendant. Copy of Plaint is
e

55

3o



served to the defendant and then he files
his defends known as Written Statement.
So, Plaint is where the suit starts. Sir then
continued the lecture by informing us
angles of trial, he said, Trial is leading of
evidence. Plaintiff begins the trial as per
Evidence Act. Evidence is filed by way of
affidavits. Drafting of affidavits is also
includedin Pre-trial Preparation. After filing
Evidence Affidavit, cross-examination
takes place. Cross Examination needs a
lot of preparation and briefing with the
client. It cannot be taught as it is a skill
which depends on the cases which are
dealt by the advocate over the years.
It is a spontaneous thing. During cross
examination, ask what is necessary and
do not ask questions which will spoil your
case. After cross-examination the matter
is on argument stage.

He concluded the lecture by saying that
experience is very important as it will
increase your argument skills. He also
mentioned that preparation depends
on case to case and cannot be always
same. The session was very interesting,
knowledgeable, and filled with real life
experiences which helped the students

in understanding the subject matter in a
better way.The sessions were attended by
approximately 240 students.

5. Technothon Lecture Series (Online
Mode): 15th to 17th May 2023

Guest Lecture Department of DES's Shri
Navalmal Firodia Law College organized
Technothon Lecture Series (Online Mode)
Three Days Revision Lectures on ADR.
Jurisprudence & Criminal Procedure Code
for the students of 4th BA.LLB, 4th BBA.LLB,
2nd LLB, 5th BA.LLB & 3rd LLB and also two
sessions for 1st LLM students.

ADR Revision Lectures given by Dr. Medha
Kolhatkar (Prof. ILS, Pune)

Jurisprudence Revision Lectures given by
Adv. sonali Shrikhande

Criminal Procedure Code Revision
Lectures given by Adv. Hrishikesh Ganu
Two Sessions were organized for 1st LLM
Students on the topics of “Principles of
Legislative Law Making” by Asst. Prof.
Shaila Daware & “Parliamentary Privileges
& Anti-Defection Laws” by Dr. Nalini
Ambad on 16th and 17th May 2023.

“Justice delayed

is justice denied.”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Legal Research Cell (LRC) : Annual Report

Legal Research Cell is one of the most
active departments in our college. Legal
research is of utmost importance to law
students help enhance research aptitude,
inculcate analytical and critical thinking
and upgrades skills of applying legal
principles to the given set of facts. This
year, the Cell was headed by Dr. Priya
Chopde., while Asst. Prof. Joyti Shete and
Asst. Prof. Anuja Sharma worked as the
faculty co-ordinators to assist with the
activities conducted by the Cell. The LRC
started its working for the A. Y. 22-23 by
the constitution of LRC 2022-23. A google
form was circulated amongst students to
express their interests to be enrolled into
the Cell. As many as 100 students showed
their willingness to join the Cell.

After constitution, the very first activity
conducted was the Orientation Session
for newly joined members of the Cell. One
of our alumni, who worked extensively for
LRC, was invited for the same. This session
provided insights to the members about its
working and the opportunities available to
students through LRC.

A Guest Session was organized on the topic,
“Understanding Research Publications”
by the LRC in association with the College
Library on 22nd June, 2022. Dr. Shubhada
Nagarkar, Associate Professor, Dept. of
Library and Information Science, SPPU,
was called as a guest Speaker. Through
this session, topics such as publication
ethics, quality research publication, and
awareness about predatory journals were
discussed with the participants.

This year marks the introduction of a new

Faculty Coordinators
Dr. Priya Chopde

Asst. Prof. Jyoti Shete
Asst. Prof. Anuja Sharma

activity under LRC called, ‘Themisia.’ It was
a three day event and was a combination
of some existing activities, as well as a few
newly introduced activities under this head.
Every alternate year, the Legal Research
Cell of Deccan Education Society’s Shri
NavalmalFirodiaLaw College holdsNational
Level Judgement Analysis Competition and
National Level Bill Analysis along with two
days of National Seminars, in collaboration
with the Seminar Department. This year,
the Legal Research Cell along with Seminar
Department introduced ‘Themisia’. Under
this banner, the 12th edition of the National
Level Judgement Analysis Competition,
two days of national level seminars, the
Ist Edition of the Legal Quiz and the Intra
Collegiate Alternate Judgement Writing
Competitionwere clubbedtogether.Overall
theme for the event was “Reservation Policy
in India”.

The National Level Judgement Analysis
Competition was conducted on the Case
Law : “Janhit Abhiyan v Union of India, 2022".
Seminar Department hosted a two-day
seminar on one of the oldest contentious
and controversial issues, “Reservation
Policy in India — the Past, the Present, and
the Way Ahead,” and on the third day of the
event, a legal quiz was conducted on the
topic of “Constitutional Provisions Related
to Reservation”. Intra Collegiate Alternate
Judgement Writing was conducted for
the Case Law : “ Indra Sawhney v Union of
India”.

The seminar commenced on the 24th
with two technical sessions of the National
Seminar, where experts Dr Prashant
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Bansode & Adv. Shriram Pingle from the field
of law and policy discussed the history and
implementation of reservation policies in
India. This was followed by the preliminary
round of the 12th National Judgement
Analysis Competition, where students from
different law colleges participated. This
year we had twenty-two teams registering
from various Law Colleges. The Preliminary
round was judged by Adv. Sushma Kadam,
Adv. Pallavi Wavhal, Adv. Kostubh Moghe,
Adv. Akshay Kabra, Adv. Megha Deshmukh,
Adv. Nitish Chorbele and Adv. Annirudha
Purohit. The Alternate Judgement Writing
(Intra Collegiate) Competition was judged
by Adv. Radhika Hastak.

The second day of the seminar saw the
finals of the 12th National Judgement
Analysis Competition, where the top four
teams competed for the prize. Final Round
was judged by Dr. Sukhdeo Ingale and Dr.
Nalini Ambad. This was followed by two
more technical sessions of the National
Seminar, where experts Adv. Sagar Nevase
and Dr. Nitish Nawsagaray shared their
insights and first-hand experiences related
to reservation policies.

On the final day of the seminar, a legal quiz
was conducted, where students were tested
on their knowledge of reservation policies
in India. This Legal Quiz, on 26th April, 2023,
commenced with the preliminary round,
which was conducted in the premises of
ShriNavalmal Firodia Law College. Amongst
these, the qualifying three teams moved to
the Kundalmal Firodia Auditorium for the
next final 3 rounds.

Round 1- Know Your Constitution

This consisted of a questionnaire related to
the history, the making and salient features
as well as the articles of the constitution.
Round 2- What Did You See?

This was an audio/visual round where
participants had to identify prominent
personalities in the field of law.

Round 3- Fastest Finger First

It was a buzzer round where participants
had to Press buzzer to answer the question.
It also had negative markings.

This was then followed by the prize
distribution  during the Valedictory
Ceremony, where the winners of the
National Judgement Analysis Competition,
the Intra-Collegiate Alternative Judgement
Writing Competition and legal quiz were
felicitated and congratulated. The Chief
Guest for the ceremony was Shri. Ravindra
Shiganapurkar Sir, memberof Management
Council of Savitribai Phule Pune University.
The Welcome Address was given by
Adv. Ashok Palande, Chairman, College
Development Committee, and the
Chief Guest Address by Shri. Ravindra
Shiganapurkar Sir, who spoke about the
power of observation and logical reasoning
in the profession of law. Dr. Sharad Kunte Sir,
Chairman, Governing Body, DES, gave the
Presidential Address and Dr. Savita Kelkar
ma’am, a senior life-member, Governing
Body, DES, also gave a special address to
the students and participants. The event
ended with the Vote of Thanks delivered
by Asst. Prof. Anuja Sharma, Faculty
Coordinator, LRC.

Themisia (2022- 2023) was a great success,
as it provided am academic platform for
students and professionals to discuss
and debate upon the prevalent policies of
reservation in India. The technical sessions
and the competition helped to enhance the
knowledge and skills of the participants. The
legal quiz was particularly well-received,
as it challenged the participants to think
critically and creatively.

Additionally, Students were encouraged
to participate in outside activities like
Legislative drafting competition, Essay
writing competition wherein members of
the Cell could secure a position amongst
top five ranks. Moreover, the Cell co-
ordinates to publish Law Journal, Fiat
Justitia, which incorporates scholarly
research articles from members of legal
fraternity on contemporary socio-legal
issues.

Accordingly, the Legal Research Cell
functions for maintaining research culture
of the institute through its diverse efforts.
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Debate Department - Mimansa : Annual Report

A debate is an organized argument or
contest of ideas in which the participants
discuss a topic from two opposing sides.
Debate is a social way of expression of
your point of view on a topic. It teaches
students how to accept different point
of views of theirs and others in the Same
topic. They learn to agree and to disagree,
may find a way to solve an issue, learn
how to Compromise with others.

In debate, Argumentation, disagreement,
rebutting points argued from the other
side, to put forth your point of view in
an emphatic and skilful manner is an
integral part of legal education. Debate
forum plays an important role in honing
the student’'s argumentation and
presentation skills. The debating skill will
help students to appreciate the judicial
process and justice delivery mechanism
in a more effective manner.

In the Academic Year 2022-23 the debate
departmentof Deccan Education Society’s
Shri. Navalmal Firodia law College
organized the prestigious Inter collegiate
National level Debate competition in the
name of the great freedom fighter- Shri.
Gopal Ganesh Agarkar. our students have
participated in various Inter Collegiate.

Faculty Coordinators
Asst. Prof. Kaveri Deo
Asst. Prof. Saurabh Jadhav

Student Coordinators
Tanaya Kulkarni
Raunak Nenwani
Somya Sharma

Urja Mishra

Details of the competition
The Nation level debate competition was
held on 29th and 30th September 2022.

Topics for the Competition

Preliminary Round:

1. Agnipath- Will it Prove a Military
Transformation Scheme?

2. A drug addict — Offender or Victim?

3. National Education Policy 2020 -
Repetition or Revolution?

4. Smart City — Whether a Sustainable
Solution?

Final Round:
Cryptocurrency — Real Revolution or Just
a Bubble?

Judges for the Competition
Preliminary round-

Dr. Jyotsna Khare (Marathi)

Mr. Mayur Bhave (Marathi)

Mr. Ravindra Patil (English)

Mr. Vedaent Kulkarni (English)

Mr . Mehrati Bade (English)

Mr. Achytrao Nimbalkar ( English)
Dr. Reshma Nilangekar (Hindi)

Dr. Mohan Shinde (Hindi)

'

a5

3o



Final Round-
Mr. Shaunak Mainkar
Miss . Jayashree Venkatesh

Chief Guests for the competition
1. Mr. K.D. Bhosle
2. Mr. Eknath Khedkar

Winners of the Competition are as follows-

Special
Marathi.
l.Specialmention:Team Code 25A — Advait
Patil, Savitribai Phule Pune University .

2. Best speaker: Team Code 13A - Mugdha
Thorat, Ferguson College Pune.

mention and Best Speaker-

Special
English.
1. Special mention: Team Code 27B- Rutika
Ranjwan, Ferguson College, Pune.

2. Best speaker: Team Code 13A 28A -
Sanjay Patil, SS Maniyar Law College,
Jalgaon.

mention and Best speaker-

Special mention and Best speaker- Hindi.
1. Special mention: Team Code 3B -
Divyanka Krishnan, Ferguson College,
Pune.

2. Best Speaker: Team Code 2B -
Mohammed Farooq Danish, Modern law
College, Pune.

Winner team

1.T 25 - (Marathi)- Bhakti Deshmukh and
Avdhut Bhagwan (Savitribai Phule Pune
University)

2. T 2- (Hindi)- Pushkaraj Singh and
Muhammad Farook Danish ( Modern Law,
college )

3. T 27 - (English)- Sharvari Dhanke and
Ruteeka Ranjwan (Fergusson College,
Pune)

. 15,000 + Trophy and
st prize certificate

. 10,000+ Trophy and
2nd prize certificate

. 7,000+ Trophy and
3rd prize certificate

The students of our college are known for
their enthusiastic participation in various
debate competitions. These competitions
provide them with a platform to showcase
their knowledge, analytical skills, and
persuasive abilities. They eagerly take
part in engaging debates on a wide
range of legal topics, expressing their
opinions and engaging in intellectual
discussions. The students are immensely
dedicated to honing their oratory skills
and their passion for engaging in thought-
provoking debates is evident, considering
their participation in a number of debate
competitions. Over this academic year,
with their impressive arguments and well-
researched points, they have consistently
left a lasting impression on the judges and
fellow participants. Their enthusiasm and
commitment to excellence contribute to
the intellectually stimulating environment
of DES SNFLC. The details regarding the
same are discussed hereinbelow:
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Sr.No

Participant

Class

Competition - Participation and Achievements

Prajwal
Nalawade

lI'LLB

1. New Arts, Science, Commerce College, Shegaon -
Participation

2. Babasaheb Ambedkar Research and Training Institute
State Level Elocution Competition - 3rd Prize.

3. Karamveer Bhaurao Hirey National Level Intercollegiate
Debate Competition- Participation.

4. Modern Law College Pune - Vidhirang Debate -
Participation

5. ILS, Pune - State Level Legal Aid Fest. - 2nd Prize

6. MIT, Alandi - Debate And Elocution - Participation

7. Anmedaganar Jilha Marathi Vidhya Prasarak Mandal'’s
New Arts College Shegaon - Hutatma Karamveer
Chatrapati 4th Shivaji Maharaj Smruti Karandak 2023 -
Ist Prize

Sairaj
Ghatpande

Il BA LLB

1. Loknete Vyankatraoji Hire Inter Collegiate Competition
- Participation

2. Karamveer Bhaurao Hirey National Level Intercollegiate
Debate Competition - Participation

3. Modern Law College, Pune - Vidhirang Debate -
Participation

4.1LS, Pune - State Level Legal Aid Fest - Participation

5. MIT Alandi Debate And Elocution — 3rd Prize

6. Pratibha State Level Competition Baramati. — 3rd Prize
7. Shankarrao Chavhan State Level Elocution
Competition, MMCC, College Participation

Samiksha
Gheradi

Il BA LLB

1. Loknete Vyankatraoji Hire Inter Collegiate Competition
- Participation

2. Bhartividhyapeeth’s New Law College, Sangli — lI
National Level Critique Competition - Participation

Muskan
Singh

[l BBA
LLB

1. Indore Institute Of Law Conference Debate -

Participation

'
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5. Smruti [l BA LLB | 1. Bhartividhyapeeth’s New Law College, Sangli — IlI
Dhoot National Level Critique Competition - Participation
2. Vidhirang Debate- Modern Law College, Pune — Ist
Prize
3. ILS, Pune State Level Legal Aid Fest Participation
6. Nia I BA LLB [1. Bhartividhyapeeth’'s New Law College Sangli — llI
Deshpande National Level Critique Competition - Participation
7. Aayushi Il BALLB [1. Bhartividhyapeeth’'s New Law College Sangli — llI
Vatsal National Level Critique Competition - Participation
8. Satyaijit [l BA LLB | 1. Vidhirang Debate- Modern Law College Pune - Ist Prize
Pawar
9. Amogh I BBA |1 Bhartividhyapeeth’s New Law College Sangli — I
Shetty LLB National Level Critique Competition - Participation
10. Malvika [ BALLB [1. Modern Law College Pune - Vidhirang Debate -
Chavan Participation
2. ILS, Pune State Level Legal Aid Fest - Participation
1. Vishal [IIBALLB [ 1. MMCC College - Shankarrao Chavhan State Level
Thopate Elocution Competition - Participation
12. Urja Mishra |IV BA LLB | 1. Prajatantra, Organized By Ministry Of Urban Affairs-
G20 Debate, New Delhi (in Top 5)
2. NIT Durgapur (Called As An Adjudicator)
3. IIT Guwahati Competition(Called As An Adjudicator)

“The court is the

temple of justice and

the lawyer is its high priest.”

- J.R.D. Tata
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DES Centre for Legal Excellence : Annual Report

Faculty Coordinator
Dr. Anagha Baldota

“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence therefore is not an act but a habit!”

DES Centre for Legal Excellence, aka DES
CLE, since its inception follows consistency
in planning and executing novel ideas to
make excellence a habit, not an overnight
endeavour. DES CLE coordinates various

-Aristotle

certificate courses for the co-curricular
development of the budding law aspirants.
Following are the details of certificate
courses conducted during the academic

year 2022-23.

Name of the Certificate No. of No. of ,
Sr. No. L : Course co-ordinator
Course participants | Sessions
1 Soft Skill Development 17 20 Dr. Anagha Baldota
2 Advocacy Skil 10 27 Dr. Anagha Baldota
Development
3 Law & Psychology 09 30 Mr. Ninad Mainkar
Law & Logic 05 20 Adv. Megha Deshmukh
5 Law & Economics 157 20 Asst. prof. Madhura
Apte
6 Medico-legal studies 4] 20 Dr. Anagha Baldota
Financial Markets Asst. Prof. Shaunak
7 : 17 16 :
(Basic) Mainkar
e
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DES CLE attempts to impart excellence through various workshops for students as well as
faculty members. Following are the details of such initiatives undertaken by DES CLE in

the AY.2022-23

2 26.08.2022

Workshop on
Competitive
Examinations

collaboration
with Uttarpath
Institute

Sr. Date Name Of the conveners Resource Persons
No. Program
1| 20.07.0023 |!NtheMemory of V.B. | yeo o1 o Master Swanand Behere
Gogte
DES SNFLC in

Adv. Megha Deshmukh
Asst. Prof. Amruta
Shirpurkar

3 27.08.2022

Workshop on
Criminal Trial

DES SNFLC in
Collaboration
with Adhivakta

Adv. Rajashree Thakar
Adv. S. K. Jain

Adv. Hrishikesh Ganu
Adv. Sanjeev Deshpande

6 26.11.2022

Celebration of
Constitution Day

Collaboration
with Adhivakta
Parishad

Parishad Adv. Kishor Baligar Adv.
Pratapsingh Rajput
swatantryaveer Dr. Radhakrishnan Pillai
19.09.2022 |Sawarkar Smruti QZ:;'OP(;Of' Vikramaditya
4 to Abhinav Bharat DES SNFLC Shri. Raieshwar
22.09.2022 |Vyaspeeth: A Four Al
Day Lecture Series Ghodajkar
y Asst. Prof. Sonali Renuse
Workshop on
5 01.10.2022 Flnonglal Literacy for DES SNFLC CA Jayshree Venkatesh
Teaching and Non-
Teaching staff
DES SNFLC in

Adv. Rajashree Thakar
Shri Ramesh Pandav
Adv.Prashant Yadav

7 20.12.2022

Workshop on
Awareness of Cyber
Crime

DES SNFLC in
collaboration
with Consumer
Forum

Shri Shrikant Joshi

Asst. Sub-Inspector
Kadir Deshmukh

Police Naik Anil Pundalik

8 12.01.2023

Celebration of Yuva
Din

DES SNFLC in
Collaboration
with Adhivakta
Parishad

Adv. Mahadev Shinde
Adv. Rajeshwar
Navalpure

Adv. Tejal Aher
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DES CLE strives to contribute to inculcate
interdisciplinary,  multidisciplinary &
transdisciplinary approaches to Law
throughvariousprograms.incollaboration
with VanvasiKalyan Ashram,on 17.06.2022,
Rujul Deshpande, Anagha Vaidya, Adit
Sharma & Rushita Alkunte participated in
a field visit to Dehane, near Bhimashankar.
The students provided the Katkari Tribe
with the knowledge and importance of
documents like Aadhar Card, PAN Card,
Ration Card, Caste Certificate, etc. The

KatkariTribe,afterknowingtheimportance,
came up with a pile of documents for their
children as well. The students observed
that the tribe also faces the problem of
addiction of alcohol, poverty, enrolment
of their children into school, availing &
accessing essential services, etc. This
paralegal initiative motivated students
to develop the spirit of understanding &
performing social responsibilities. DES CLE
is committed to consistent contribution to
overall development of the students.

“Studying law is a lifelong commitment
to learning, growing, and

using your knowledge to make

a difference in the world.”

- Martin Luther King Jr.
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Club Aesthetica : Annual Report

Clubs are a great way to enhance the
development of your character & skills
that benefit students in & out of the
institution. The budding lawyers not only
aspire to be well versed with the laws but
also strive hard to cherish the creativity,
artistic instincts, critical thinking skills,
clarity of varied range of philosophy,

Faculty Coordinator
Dr. Anagha Baldota

diverse opinions, knowledge of local to
global level politics & skill to present that
knowledge diplomatically on forums like
MUN, Parliamentary Debate etc.

With the notion of excellence at
abovementioned levels Club Aesthetica
organised following programmes in the

tolerance towards heterogeneous & AY.2022-23
Sr.No. | Date Name of the Outcome
programme
The Joy of Reading | Students read the inspirational & significant
on the occasion of |excerpts that impacted their lives. The
1 15.10.2022 | A.P.J. Kalam’s Birth [ exchange of words identified the importance
Anniversary ofreadinginthis digitalerathereby amplifying
dTclel OeuTT faof the joy of reading
Screening of a|Films can be reviewed beyond entertainment
movie ‘ Article 15" | & therefore Article 15 was screened by the
students to know, understand & discuss the
2 12.2022 . ! .
07.12.20 low point of Article 15 of the constitution of
India along with the gap between Fantasy &
Fact.
Screening of a|The problems of adolescence especially
movie ' Udaan’ about emotional development, career
3 26.12.2022 choices are crucially reviewed & discussed
by the students after watching the movie
Udaan’
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‘Vivek Vichar' Intra-
collegiate elocution
competition on
4 11.01.2023 |the occasion of
Birth  Anniversary
of Swami
Vivekananda

Students enthusiastically came up with well
prepared speeches on varied topics listed for
the competition in English, Marathi & Hindi,
amongst which top three performances were
awarded on Yuva Din

E MR EAGEICIIREE
5 03.03.2023 | PHrfenssT

BT HTHT 30T HTSAT BIIST AT f[AvTTae
afdsesToft 3MTues fadTe Higes. BrfemedesT Ic&hd
UfddTe BTHoT

Hhdb Intra-

Collegiate  Poetry

6 23.03.2023 Competition

Students having poetic instincts recited self
authored poems in English, Marathi & Hindi
amongst which top five performances were
awarded

Model United Nations club, Club MUN also
planned & executed a five day workshop
for the students interested in representing
international issues with keen research
on global level intricacies related to
war, peace, trade, arms etc. related
conventions, Treaties, & Laws. A Mock
Conference was also organised to check
& motivate the progress of participants
of the MUN workshop. Shubhankar
Kale, Nehali Mokashi, Shreya Jadhav,
Chaitanya Deshpande & Pratiksha More

took initiative to guide & encourage the
junior club members to represent various
committees for a decided issue. The
workshop was successful because of
cohesive efforts of senior mentors of MUN
club & junior student newly incorporated
to the club.

Besides these efforts at college level,
some students represented college
at competitions outside the college &
brought accolades of commendation &
best delegates.

Name of the Name of the .
Sr.No. . . . class Achievements
competition participants
| VIT MUN Shubhankar Kale Il BALLB -
Shreyo Jadhav Il BALLB Best De|egqte
, EL?TI:k;\?gsl\ils L | Shubhankar Kale nBALLB |—High commendation
y shreya Jadhav Il BALLB _
School
Shubhankar Kale Il BALLB High commendation
AIT MUN Shreya Jadhav Il BALLB -
3 |Army Institute | chgitnya Deshpande Ill BBALLB
of Technology | Nehali Mokashi Il BBALLB -
Pratiksha More IV BALLB

'
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Club Vidhit is run to encourage research
skillamongst the law aspirants of college.
The club members like Puru Purohit,
Arghish Akolkar, Ria Menon, Bhavana
Mittal, Swastik Madke, Yugandhara
Wakde, Ninad Senad, Ishita Bansal etc.
ebulliently inspire students, teachers, and

alumni & practising lawyers to author the
articles on varied range of topics followed
by curetting the good research, stream
those on the virtual platform of e-journal
Vedhas after editing the articles. Following
are the details of the articles published by
the Club Vidhit

Sr.No. Date Name of the articles Name of the Nome. of the
author editor

Case Comment — M. R. Balaji

1. 15.07.2022 | And Others Vs. State Of Parul Thadani Ria Menon
Mysore
Looking back at the Lokpal vuaandhara

2. 16.08.2022 | and Lokyuktas Bill after 9 Arghish Akolkar 9

Wakde

years
Interception of telephonic

3. 17.09.2022 [calls and phone tapping in | Ninad Senad Swastik Madake
India
The Rising number of SPACs
and the challenges posed Yugandhara .

4. 18.08.2022 by the Indian regulatory Wakde Swastik Madake
framework
The 4 Labour Codes: A

5. 19.10.2022 |Revolutionary Game- Ishita Bansal Ria Menon
Changer
Case Analysis: Kesavananda

6. 20.02.2023 |Bharati v State of Kerala, Bhavika Mittal Puru Purohit
1973

Clubs remain active due to immense efforts put in by enthusiastic students & the
administration backing their proposals. The clubs are looking forward to plan such
innovations & multidimensional endeavours in future.
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Cultural Department : Annual Report

Indradhanush 2023

The Cultural Department of a College
aims to provide a platform for students
to showcase their talents, promote
cultural diversity, and foster community
engagement. This policy document
outlines the guidelines and procedures for
conducting cultural events and activities
within the college.

The objectives of the Cultural Department
are:

a) To provide an opportunity for students
to develop their creative and artistic
talents.

b) To celebrate cultural diversity and
foster mutual respect for different cultures
and traditions.

c) To promote inclusivity and community
engagement through cultural events and
activities.

D) To provide a platform for students
to interact and network outside of the
classroom

The cultural department has always been
an active part of the college. This year as
every yedr we hosted our Intra collegiate
Fest Indradhanush. We had a series of
events lined up that were performed on
11th,12th and 13th of May 2023. The details
of which are as follows-

Faculty Coordinators
Asst. Prof. Saurabh Jadhav
Asst. Prof. Sonal Pandhare

1.One Minute Fame — The one minute fame
was meant for students to showcase their
talent in one minute. Each of them was
given one minute and the performers
could dance, sing or showcase any talent.
2. Bollywood Quiz- The bollywood quiz was
based on questions asked on old hindi
films and songs. There were teams made
class wise and students enthusiastically
participated in the event.

3. Mehendi- Mehendi was an event in
which students and teachers participated
likewise. The competition was based on
designs and creativity.

4. Hog Fest- This was the competition
where students competed in terms of
quantity of food that was eaten.

5. Painting- The painting competition
was judged on the basis of creativity and
design.

6. Mad ads- This was where students
were asked to perform adds that were
crazy yet entertaining and educating.

7. Impromptu Dance- this was the
competition where performers were asked
to dance to the music that was played on
the spot.

8. Musical Chair- Class wise competition
was conducted for this event.

'
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The event aimed to
promote teamwork, critical thinking,
effective  communication, and time
management skills among participants.
Spanning for over an hour, a massive
participation of eight enthusiastic teams
was witnessed for the hunt this year. The
clues were cleverly hidden in various
secretive spots in the campus, the ambit
of which was from the Kimaya Cultural
and Recreation Centre, to Gate No. 4.

The clues were designed to be difficult yet
decipher-able, with each team getting a
variety of five. It was ensured that each
team gets a set that progresses towards
difficulty as they approach the final clue,
the one hidden in the Moot Court Hall.
Conclusion

Throughout the event, participants
demonstrated remarkable teamwork,
supporting and encouraging one another
to overcome obstacles and achieve their
shared objectives. The treasure hunt
createdaninclusive environment,allowing
individuals from diverse backgrounds to
interact and forge new friendships. The
event not only served as a recreational
activity but also fostered a sense of
exploration and adventure, encouraging
students to step out of their comfort zones
and embrace new challenges.

10. Rangoli event was conducted on
May 12th, 2023 from 09:00 am to 10:00
am. A total of 10 students from various
batches participated in the event. The
competition was a test to judge the
creativity, time management, and artistic
skills of the participants. The judges for
the competition were Asst. Prof. Kaveri
Deo Ma'amand Asst. Prof. Hanumant
Dodake Sir. The rangolis were judged on
the basis of colour combination, details

9. Treasure hunt-

and clarity, creativity, and overall appeal.
The contestants were informed about the
rules beforehand. They were provided
Rangoli by the college. Theevent was
challenging for the participants as they
were given only an hour to complete
their Rangolis, but each one of them did
a commendable job.Amruta Shirole of 1st
LL.B emerged the winner while Sharwari
Konde of 2nd BA.,LLB was the runner-
up. Amruta’s Rangoli of Lord Vitthal was
an absolute hit and it garnered a lot of
praise. The room filled with Rangolis was
indeed a visual treat. Faculty members
and students turned up in huge numbers
to relish the rangolis. The way their eyes
lit up upon seeing thebeautiful rangolis
was a sight to behold. All in all, it was a
successful event.

1. Poetry ‘ohlodzRd (hiddraiichl HIdH)
eventarrangedonlistday of Indradhanush
i.e 1th May.

Poetry is an event that binds together
words, rhythm and sentiment into a
delightful combination of prose and
poetry. When you recite, time stands still
for all those who listen and when you
bare your soul, we feel what you felt when
you wrote that beautiful piece of literary
art that escapes from the depths of your
mind.

The event held in the college premises.
Time slot given for the event was 5pm to
6:30. 20 participants participated in the
competition. There was no specific theme
for the poems. It was open for all type
of poems in Marathi, Hindi and English
language. Winner of this event is Priya
Raundal (2nd LLB) and Runner-up Imroz
(Ist LLB). The event was hosted by Sanya
Narula and Prajwal Narwade.
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Environment Cell : Annual Report

Cleanliness Drive

The cleanliness drive organized by the
Environment Cell, led by Akshay Mulange
and Darshan Joshi, with the guidance of
Sandip Borse, was a remarkable success.
The collaborative efforts of volunteers,
teachers, and students resulted in a
significantimprovementin the cleanliness
standards of the backside area of our
college.

The event not only achieved its objective
of creating a clean and hygienic
environment but also fostered a sense
of responsibility and awareness among
the participants. By actively engaging in
the cleanliness drive, they developed a
deeper understanding of the importance
of cleanliness and itsimpact on our overall
well-being.

The transformation of the backside area
serves as a tangible reminder of the
values we hold as a college community.
It reflects our commitment to maintaining
a clean and healthy environment and
demonstrates our respect for the spaces
we occupy.

Moving forward, it is crucial to sustain the
momentum generated by this cleanliness
drive. By organizing regular clean-
up activities and encouraging active

Faculty Coordinator
Sandip Borse

Students Coordinators
Akshay Mulange
Darshan Joshi

participation from the college community,
we can ensure that cleanliness becomes
an ingrained habit and a part of our
college culture.

As we continue to prioritize cleanliness, let
us remember that it is not merely about
tidying up our surroundings, but it is a
reflection of our values, responsibility, and
respect towards the environment we live
in. By upholding these principles, we can
create a positive impact on our campus
and inspire others to follow suit.

Together, let us strive for a cleaner,
healthier, and more sustainable future.

Tree Plantation

The tree plantation event held on 4th
June 2023 at our school premises was a
remarkable success. The event, organized
by the Environment Cell, aimed to raise
environmental consciousness and
promote sustainable practices among
students and faculty.

The speeches delivered by Darshan
Joshi, Principal Priya Chopde, and Sandip
Borse highlighted the significance of tree
plantation in mitigating environmental
issues and preserving biodiversity. Their
words inspired the participants to actively
engage in the event and contribute to a

greener future.
'
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The generous plant donations by
Akash Gujar, Swaraj Tingre, Janaki Patil,
and Akshay Mulange played a crucial
role in ensuring a diverse and vibrant
plantation. Their contributions reflected
their commitment to environmental
conservation and served as an example
for others to follow.

The execution of the event was seamless,
thanks to the dedicated efforts of Sachin
Mama, a member of the Environment
Cell. His guidance and expertise ensured
that the plants were distributed and
planted in suitable locations within the
school premises, maximizing their growth
potential.

The tree plantation event served as
a powerful reminder of the collective
responsibility we have towards our
environment. By actively participating in
such initiatives, we can contribute to the
preservation of our planet and create
a sustainable future for generations to
come.

As we reflect on the success of this event,
let us not forget that our commitment to
environmental conservation does not end
here. It is essential to nurture the planted
trees, provide them with proper care,
and continue to engage in initiatives that
promote environmental awareness and
sustainability.

Together, let us embrace the beauty and
significance of trees, recognizing their
pivotal role in our ecosystem. By planting
and nurturing trees, we can make a
positive impact on our environment and
pave the way for a greener and healthier
planet.

Remember, every tree we plant today is a
gift we give to the future.

Environmental Lifestyle

The event on environmental lifestyle,
organized and led by Sandip Borse, was
a remarkable initiative that highlighted
the significance of adopting sustainable
practices for a healthier planet. The event
successfully raised awareness about the
importance of making conscious choices
that promote sustainability and minimize
harm to the environment.

Sandip Borse's lecture shed light on the
benefits of an environmental lifestyle,
including reduced carbon footprint,
resource conservation, improved
personal well-being, and a sense of
purpose. Attendees were provided
with practical steps they can take in
their daily lives to actively contribute
to environmental conservation,
such as energy conservation, waste
management, sustainable transportation,
and responsible consumption.

The question-and-answer session
allowed participants to seek further
guidance and address their queries,
ensuring that they left the event equipped
with knowledge and inspiration to
implement sustainable practices in their
own lives and communities.

Overall, the event served as a platform
to empower individuals to become
ambassadors for an environmental
lifestyle.By adopting sustainable practices
and making informed choices, we can
collectively work towards a greener and
brighter future for ourselves and future
generations.

The event’s success can be attributed to
the efforts of Sandip Borse and the active
participation of the attendees. It serves
as a reminder that small changes in our
lifestyle can make a significant difference
in preserving the planet’s resources and
ensuring its long-term sustainability.
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Aswe move forward, let us take the lessons
and strategies shared during this event
and putthem into action. By embracing an
environmental lifestyle, we can contribute
to a more sustainable and thriving world.
Together, let's create a future where the
well-being of our planet is at the forefront
of our choices and actions.

Waste is Wealth

The program conducted by Vicharmanch
51A NGO in association with DES Navalmal
Firodia Law College on the topic of “Waste
is Wealth” was a resounding success,
thanks to the presence and insights
shared by the esteemed Chief Guest, Shri
Ramdas Kokare. Shri Kokare, renowned for
his exceptional contributions to the field
of Waste Management, has successfully
implemented innovative concepts like
‘Zero Waste’ and ‘Waste is Wealth’ in

various regions, including Vengurlq,
Matheran, and Karjat.
During the program, Shri Ramdas

Kokare elucidated on the remarkable
achievements of the Vengurla pattern,
which effectively transformed waste
management in the district. Through
a well-structured waste management
program, waste was segregated into
different categories such as wet, dry,
and radioactive waste. The citizens of
Vengurla were encouraged to dispose of
their waste according to designated days
of the week.

This systematic approach not only
facilitated efficient waste management
but also opened up opportunities for
waste recycling and generating revenue.
By converting waste into wealth, the
Vengurla pattern created a sustainable
model that not only eliminated waste but
also provided employment opportunities

for the residents. The success of this
approach has garnered recognition and
accolades at both national and global
levels.

Shri Ramdas Kokare's insightful
presentation highlighted the importance
of waste management and demonstrated
how it is possible to create a zero-waste
city by implementing such innovative
strategies. The Vengurla pattern serves
as an inspiration for other communities
and municipalities to adopt similar
waste management practices, not only
for environmental conservation but
also for economic growth and social
development.

The program organized by Vicharmanch
51A NGO and DES Navalmal Firodia Law
College provided a valuable platform for
sharing knowledge and best practices in
waste management. It is through such
collaborative efforts and the dedication
of individuals like Shri Ramdas Kokare that
we can strive towards a cleaner, greener,
and more sustainable future.

Overall, the event successfully shed light
on the potential of waste management to
transform communities, and the Vengurla
pattern stands as a shining example of
how waste can be turned into wealth,
benefiting both the environment and the
people.

“Are our laws inconsistent with our
Environment?”
Theinteractive sessiononthetopic“Areour
laws inconsistent with our Environment?”
organized by Deccan Education Society’s
Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College's
Jagruti - Justice in Action (Pro Bono) and
Environment Cellin association with United
People’s Foundation was a resounding
success. The event, which took place on
'
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the concluding day of ENVIROLAW on 3rd
April 2023, brought together esteemed
speakers, students, and environmental
enthusiasts to discuss and find solutions
to the pressing environmental challenges
facing our society.

The program commenced with a warm
welcome speech by Sakshi and Anushka,
setting the tone for an engaging and
insightful session. The Chief Guest, Mr.
Vinod Bodhankar, Founder and Joint
Director of Sagarmitra Abhiyan, shared
his practical solution to plastic pollution,
shedding light on the urgent need for
action in this area. His expertise and
passion were evident as he addressed the
audience, emphasizing the importance
of addressing plastic pollution and its
impact on the environment.

The Pro-Bono Club, represented by
Mansi and Siddhi, took the opportunity
to highlight the college’s initiatives in
promoting environmental awareness
and protection. These efforts showcased
the proactive role of the college and its
students in addressing environmental
issues through various activities and
campaigns.

The ceremonial lighting of the lamp by
the Chief Guest and the Principal of the
College, Dr. Priya Chopde, symbolized
the enlightening of minds and the
commitment to protect and preserve the
environment. Dr. Chopde, in her welcome
speech, emphasized the significance
of  environmental protection and
acknowledged the valuable contributions
of the Pro-Bono Club.

The session continued with anintroduction
by Rohit Salve, a student of Ist B.A. LLB,
who discussed the Solar Policy formulated
by the students. This showcased the
college’s dedication to finding sustainable

solutions and integrating environmental
considerations into legal frameworks.
Mr. Vinod Bodhankar, the Chief Guest,

then provided  valuable insights
into natural laws and explained the
interconnectedness between human

and natural laws. He discussed the
different layers of reality, highlighting the
importance of finding a balance between
oneself, family, career, society, nature,
and spirituality. His thought-provoking
perspectives encouraged the audience to
reflect on their role in the ecosystem and
the responsibility each individual holds
towards the environment.

The event concluded with Professor
Saurabh Jadhav delivering the Vote of
Thanks, expressing gratitude to all the
participants, speakers, and organizers for
their contributions to the event’s success.
The session served as a platform for
fruitful discussions and the dissemination
of knowledge regarding environmental
laws, with the Pro-Bono Club playing a
pivotal role in raising awareness and
promoting environmental stewardship.
Overall, the interactive session highlighted
the pressing need for aligning our
laws with environmental protection
and sustainability. It underscored the
significance of collective action and
proactive measures to address issues
such as plastic pollution, water pollution,
andclimate change.The eventserved asa
catalyst for change, inspiring participants
to become advocates for environmental
justice and strive for a harmonious
coexistence between humanity and
nature.
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Placement Cell : Annual Report

Deccan Education Society’s Shri. Navalmal
Firodia Law College, Pune (D.E.S's SNFLC)
has entered its 18th year of imparting legal
education. Our college has beenimparting
high-quality legal education and has an
edge as one of the leading law colleges in
Maharashtra. Along with academics, the
college also focuses on chiselling students
by enhancing their skills and turning them
into assets for the legal profession. Hence,
the institution of Placement Cell is a step
towards achieving this goal. The student
co-ordinators for this year were chosen
after a thorough selection process which
included written submissions, personal
interviews, etc. the student co-ordinators
are:

1. Ruchika Jain (3rd LL.B)

2. Shreya Bansal (3rd LL.B)

To improvise the functioning of the Cell,
this year the Placement Cell formed
an assistance committee called as the
Placement Assistance Cell (PAC).

PAC consisted of the following students:

1. Ruchika Jain (3rd LL.B)

2. Shreya Bansal (3rd LL.B)

3. Suvarna Shinde (3rd LL.B)

4. Akanksha Redij (3rd LL.B)

The Placement Assistance Cell (PAC)
of our institution plays a pivotal role
in counselling and guiding students
for their successful careers. It helps
students transform into professionals by

Faculty Coordinators
Asst. Prof. Pooja Deo
Asst. Prof. Anuja Sharma

conducting activities like certified courses,
mock interviews, group discussions, pre-
placement talks, interactive sessions
with professionals, case studies, etc,
and personality development programs
covering communication skills,
presentation skills, career planning, etc,
on a regular basis to enable the students
to acquire the necessary traits to become
a viable asset to the profession and the
society at large. PAC also partnered with
arecruiting agency that helped in student
profiling.

PAC has assisted in drafting the
Placement Cell's policy for the students
and also designed a selection process
which is suitable for the college, recruiters
and the students. The Selection Process
was conducted in multiple stages and
includes:

1. PAC reaching out to over 120 recruiters
which included companies, firms and
advocates in cities like Pune, Mumbai,
Delhi, Bangalore, Calcutta, etc

2. PAC receiving the Job Description
provided by the recruiter and sharing it
with the students.

3. The CVs of the interested students were
scrutinized by the faculty in-charge based
on the eligibility set by the recruiters.

4. The CVs of the shortlisted students
were shared by PAC to the Recruiter%
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5. The Recruiters further shortlisted
the desired candidates and proceed with
their own selection process like written
exams, GD and PI for the final selection of
students.

Apart from this, PAC conducted various
seminars:

1.ASMlon 4th October,2022incollaboration
with Paripoorti Cell to promote women
empowerment and encourage female
students to pursue their desired choice of
career. A panel of 9 distinguished women
achievers from various professional
fields like law, academics, business, civil
services, etc. graced the seminar with
their presence.

2. CV Writing Session on 25th November,
2022 where our alumnus Mr. Kayomard
Irani gave insights on “How to Build a
Job Winning CV”. He also spoke about
pursuing masters in and outside India and
also gave insights on draft Statement of
Purpose, Letter of Recommendation, etc

3. A separate orientation session was
conducted by the Placement Cell
Student-In Charge for 2nd LL.B students
to introduce them to the nuances of the
Placement Cell.

4. An orientation session was conducted
in association with a recruiting agency,
ATPA. The seminar was conducted by
Dr. Mayura Sabane Ma’'am. Important
take aways from this session were:
strengthening skill set, understanding the
market demand and bridging the gap
between academics and industry

PAC approached various Companies,
Firms and Advocates to associate with
our institution for ongoing and future
internships and placements. PAC was
successful in securing 2 Pre-Placement
Offers for the final year students. It was
also successfulin bagging internships and
placement opportunities for our students
in the following Companies/Firms:

Sr. No. Name Of. Month Students Students Selected
Company/Firm Appeared
1. Bajaj Allianz Life Through the 5 Malvika Murali (3rd LL.B)
Insurance academic Aman Pawar (2nd LL.B)
year Anandu S. Nair (2nd LL.B)
2. R. G. Rane and December 4 Poorva Joshi (4th B.B.A,LL.B)
Company LLP 2022
3. DSK Legal, Pune December 4 Two selected
2022
4. | Adv. Vijayalaxmi December 2 Adv. Jyoti Kumbhar (Ist LL.M)
Khopade 2022 Bhagyashree Rathi(5th
B.A,LL.B)
5. Digit Insurance December 9 Diksha Chimote (5th
2022 B.A.LL.B) reached final round
interview
0y g



6. Legalogic December 2 Aasawari Rajhans (2nd LLM)
Consulting 2022 reached final interview
7. G and M Associates | February 4 Kartik Gangadharan (2nd
2023 LL.B)
Akshita Vats (5th B.A,LLB)
8. Anand Akut and February 4 Priyanshi Chaurasia (3rd
Associates 2022 LL.B)
Sakshi Kejriwal (3rd LL.B)
9. Desai and February 4 Awaiting
Associates 2023
10. [Adv. Aishwarya February 2 Gayatri Jadhav (3rd LL.B)
Sandeep 2023
. SRB Ojas February 2 Ruchika Jain (3rd LL.B)
and March Akshata Vyas (4th B.B.A,LL.B)
2023
12. | Gray Matter LLP March 2022 2 Simran Sawant (4th
B.B.A.LL.B)
13. Home First Finance |March 2023 ] Sakshi Mehta (5th B.A,LL.B)
Company, Mumbai reached final interview
14.  |MinusDispute Legal |March 2023 2 Rushabh Agrawal (3rd LL.B)
Strategists Manthan Mugdiya (2nd LLM)
15. Legasis Pvt. Ltd. April 2023 7 Process ongoing

For the next academic year, PAC has
planned to collaborate with the Alumni
Department of the college with the goal
of recruiting more students as well as
promoting business and practises of our
alumni. PAC also envisages top associate
with Recruiting Agencies for student
development, student profiling and to

widen the reach of recruitment.

The Placement Cell is grateful to the
college and the faculty for their support to
continuously build a bridge between the
recruiters and students. It looks forward
to performing with more vigour and
enthusiastic participation of students,
faculty and recruiters.

'
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Sports Department : Annual Report

Sports Department

Sports Department is an integral part of
DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College.
The department conducts various
activities, competitions throughout the
year. Students get opportunity to find their
talent and exercise and improve their
skills. Discipline is the mostimportant thing
which students get from sports. Working in
various activities of the department keeps
students motivated. Throughout the year
we conduct 5 Intra-College Tournaments
and 2 Inter-Collegiate Tournaments.
Sports Faculty In-Charge: - Asst. Prof.
Sandip Borse

Sports Representatives: - Saurabh Mane
and Prabha Goswami

International Yoga Day

On account of the International Yoga Day,
our college, D.ES.'s Shri Navalmal Firodia
Law College, conducted a programme
themed “Yoga is the journey of the self,

Sports Faculty Coordinator
Asst. Prof. Sandip Borse

Sports Coordinators
Saurabh Mane
Prabha Goswami

through self.”

Mrs. Shilpa Salve (Life coach, Yoga
therapist and Author) was the Chief Guest
who conducted a brilliant and insightful
yoga session and enlightened us with her
experiences and wisdom gathered over
a number of years in the field of yoga.
This excellent yoga session was attended
by a total of 100 students which was
conducted from 8:00am to 11:00am, in the
main building of the college.

VEDANT 2022

Vedant is an Inter Collegiate Sports event
which is organized by B.J. Medical College,
Pune. The event was held between 19th
August to 4th September 2022. Our
college participated in many events like
Cricket, Badminton, Carrom, Table Tennis
and Football. Sanskruta Thakur from our
college Won Gold in Table Tennis Women
Singles.

Game

Position

Player Names

Table Tennis (Women)

Winner

Sanskruta Thakur

National Sports Day

Every yearIndia celebrates National sports
day on 29th August to commemorate the
birth anniversary of hockey legend Major
Dhyan Chand. To mark the occasion

of National sports day our college also
organized events of different sports in a
bid to promote fithess amongst students.
Carrom, Table tennis and Badminton
competitions were organized.
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TABLE TENNIS WINNER RUNNER UP
Men's Singles: Rayansh Kumar Pratik Gawari

Women's Singles: Sanskruta Thakur Aditi Shah

BADMINTON WINNER RUNNER UP

Men'’s Singles:

Devandra Bankar

Aliasgar Nasikwala

Women's Singles

Nia Deshpande

Malvika Chavan

CARROM

WINNER

RUNNER UP

Men’s Singles

Atharva Kore

Bhushan Jadhav

Men'’s Doubles

Atharv and Hrushikesh

Aditya and Ujwal

Women's Singles

Isha Hurkat

Ambika Munde

Women’'s Doubles

Isha and Saloni

Prabha and Jinnal

Republic Day

Indian won its freedom on the 15th of
August1947 and became arepubliconthe
26th of January 1950. The new constitution
of free India came into force with the effect
on the 26th itself. It is a day of national
rejoicing and it is celebrated with zeal
and spirit throughout the Country.73th
Republic Dayinour college was celebrated
with great enthusiasm, the campus was
decorated with handmade posters on
environment, balloons, wall hangings and
tricolour dupattas. The event proceeded
with the parade done by the students of
Physiotherapy then the flag hoisting took
place which was done by our Principal
ma’am. The Chief Guest Mrs. Rosamma
Basil addressed the crowd with her wise
and insightful words. The Poster Making
Competition which was organised by the
environment cell of our college with the

help of sports department, the students
were felicitated with prizes.

The heart of the event was the
announcement and felicitation of the
Student Committee for the year 2022-
23. 29 students from the lot were chosen
through different tests and processes,
then made the representatives of different
committees. These students were
felicitated with the batches. There was a
balloon release program to showcase it
as a symbol of freedom.

PINNACLE

Pinnacle, is the 15th Inter Law Collegiate
festival organized by AKK. New Law
Academy & Ph.D. (Law) Research Centre,
Pune.The sports events were held between
the 30th January to 10th February 2023.
Students of D.E.S Law College exhibited a
splendid performance in this Competition.

'
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Game Position Player Names
Athletics 100M (Men) Winner Anirudha Lokhande
Aniruddha Lokhande
. Kunal Jagrut
4x100M Relay (Men) Winner sahil Garela
Bhushan Jadhav
Aditi Shah
Anushka Bangale
4x100M Relay (Women) Runner-up Shreya Bodhe
Prabha Goswami
T.T Singles (Women) Winner Sankskruta Thakur
. Sanskruta Thakur
T.T Doubles (Women) Winner Prabha Goswami
. . Sanskruta Thakur
T.T Doubles (Mixed) Winner shresmadhay
Naman Jain
T.T Doubles (Men) Runner-up shresmadhay
Chess Winner Omkar Pardeshi

ZEST

ZEST'23, is the annual and national level
sporting extravaganza conducted by the
College of Engineering, Pune (COEP). ZEST
was scheduled from 11th to 13th of February
2023 at COEP ground, Near Sancheti

hospital, Pune. Students of D.ES. Shri.
Navalmal Firodia Law College participated
in most sports including Box Cricket,
Football, Basketball, Handball, Chess,
Carrom, Table Tennis and Badminton.

Game Position Player Names
Athletics
Winner Anirudha Lokhande
200M (Men)
Runner-up Kunal Jagrut
800M (Men) Runner-up Anirudha Lokhande
1500M (Women) Runner-up Prabha Goswami
Aniruddha Lokhande
4x100M Relay (Men) Runner-up Kunal Jagrut
Jay Kshirsagar
Bhushan Jadhav
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4x100M Relay (Women)

2nd Runner-up

Aditi Shah
Akshata Yadav
Shreya Bodhe
Prabha Goswami

Fencing Winner

Aditi Sonawane

ASPIRE

Aspire is an Inter-collegiate competition
organised by Neville Wadia Institute of
Management Studies and Research,
Pune. Various colleges participate and

compete here to win the tournament. The
Tournament was held on 9th February
2023. DES's Shri. Navalmal Firodia
Law College, Pune participated in this
tournament.

Game

Position

Player Names

Throwball (Women) winner

Shraddha Patil
Bhargavi Panpaliya
Mrunmai Fulsundar
Jagriti Purna
Vaishnavi Wagh
Sreelakshmi Nair
Riya Kore

SNFLC Women'’s League

D.E.S. Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College,
organized a sports event namely “SNFLC
WOMEN'S LEAGUE", which was held on the
16th,17th and 18th of March, 2023. This event
shared the motto of “Empowering Women
Through Sports”, to celebrate women's
achievements, recognize challenges and
focus greater attention on women's rights

and gender equality, on the occasion of
International Women'’s Day.

A total variety of 9 sports tournaments
were conducted including Volleyball,
Basketball, Badminton, Cricket, Table
Tennis, Carrom, Tug of War, Athletics
and Chess. Each Sport was assigned
a coordinator to ensure the smooth
functioning of every tournament.

VOLLEYBALL

WINNER

RUNNER UP

Siddhi Inamdar
Riya Singh
Maryada Kamble
Aarya Wadekar
Manasi Bhintade
Tejaswini Shinde

Prabha Goswami
Samruddhi Kanchan
Nishtha Wadhwa
Sharvari Dugam
Sakshi Parak

Kesar Kogta

'

81

3o



WINNER

RUNNER UP

Aditi Shah Aarya Mahabole
Nupur Singh Ishita Mahindrakar
BASKETBALL Isho! Borikor Sharmika 'Nogcirkar
Ashi Jain Labhanshi
Parima Desai Vaishnavi Babar
Sejal Lahane Aarya Temgire
Purva
BADMINTON WINNER RUNNER UP
Women'’s Singles: Ketaki Navgire Kesar Kogta
BADMINTON WINNER RUNNER UP
Women's Singles: Sanskruta Thakur Anu Sharma
WINNER RUNNER UP
Rutuja J Prabha G
Akshata S Malvika C
Manasi B Samruddhi K
Sakshi K Shital vV
TUG OF WAR Bhargavi P Aditi S
Diksha B Sakshi P
Pallavi P Sanskruta T
Ashi J Nishtha W
Yashada J
Prerana B
WINNER RUNNER UP
CHESS ) .
Sejal Lahane Shrushti Dube
CARROM WINNER RUNNER UP
Singles Mital Zanwar Prerna Bansode
Doubles Mital Zanwar Prabha Goswami
Riya Singh Samruddhi Kanchan
iy &
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ATHLETICS WINNER RUNNER UP
100M Sharvari D Saee L
Aditi S Ambika M
Shreya B Saee L
4xI00M Relaye Prabha G Ashi J
Samruddhi K Anushka B
WINNER RUNNER UP

CRICKET
Anu Sharma

Prachiti Welapure
Prerna Bansode
Arya Gawande

Arya Temgire

Prabha Goswami
Malvika Chavan
Sakshi Parakh
Samruddhi Kanchan
Mansi Rathod

Mittali Gate Nishtha Wadhwa
Aditi Shah
TEKKY cum knockout. The much-anticipated
Inter-Collegiate Football Tournament final match took place on the third

organized by the Sports Department of
DES Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College
(DES SNFLC). The tournament took place
from 17th March 2023 to 19th March 2023
and witnessed enthusiastic participation
from several colleges across the region.

The matches were conducted in League

day of the tournament. It was a closely
contested match between MIT College
and AISSMS College. After an intense
battle, MIT College emerged victorious
with a final score of 3-1. The winning team
displayed exceptional teamwork, skill, and
determination throughout the match.

WINNER

RUNNER UP

MIT College, Pune

AISSMS College, Pune

SYMBHAV

Symbhav is Inter- Collegiate Sports
Tournament organised by Symbiosis
Law School, Pune. It was 3 days Sports
tournament where colleges from all over
the Pune City were participating.

DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College
also was one of those who participated
in several events. Our players played
fearlessly and competed with spirit
and sportsmanship and showcased
disciplined game.

Game Position Player Names
Badminton Single (Women) winner Ketaki Navgire
Badminton Doubles RUNNETr-U Ketaki Navgire
(Women) P Kesar Kogta
Ze
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LAWSKETS

Deccan Education Society’s Shri Navalmal
Firodia Law CollegePune, organized
a three-day Intercollegiate sports
tournament “LAWSKETS 2023” from 29th
to 31st March, 2023. This was the fourth
year of the tournament, and it attracted
30 colleges and over 600 players who
competed in a range of sports including
Football, Cricket, Basketball, Volleyball,
Badminton, Carrom, Athletics, and
more. The competitions were held in a

the management was handled by 150
students from Shri Navalmal Firodia Law
College. The tournament was inaugurated
by Maharashtra Kesari Shri. Shivraj Rakshe.
The tournament was supported by
Punyanagri as a media partner and
Punya Aqua as a beverage partner. The
prize distribution ceremony was held on
March 3l1st, with CDC Chairman Ashok
Palande as the Chief Guest and Prof.
Gautam Sonavane was also present.
Sharankarrao Chavan Law College, Pune

highly enthusiastic atmosphere, and won the Champions Trophy for this year.
GAME WINNER RUNNER UP

Cricket Y.C. Law College, Pune D.Y. Patil College, Akurdi

Football MIT School of Law Y.C. Law College, Pune

Basketball (Men)

Ferguson College, Pune

ILS Law College, Pune

Basketball (Women)

M.M.S.C Law College, Pune

DES SNFLC, Pune

Volleyball (Men)

SRT College, Kaomshet

Anantrao Pawar College,
Pu-ne

Volleyball (Women)

Ferguson College, Pune

M.M.S.C Law College, Pune

Badminton Singles (Men)

COP.Ed,, Loni

Y.C. Law College, Pune

Badminton Singles
(Women)

DES SNFLC, Pune

DES SNFLC, Pune

Badminton Doubles (Mixed)

DES SNFLC, Pune

DES SNFLC, Pune

Table Tennis Singles (Men)

D.Y. Patil, Akrudi

VIT, Pune

Table Tennis Singles
(Women)

DES SNFLC, Pune

Modern College,

Table Tennis Doubles
(Mixed)

DES SNFLC, Pune

M.M.S.C Law College, Pune

100M (Men) AFMC, Pune AFMC, Pune

400M(Men) AFMC, Pune AFMC, Pune
100M(Women) AFMC, Pune M.M.S.C Law College, Pune
200M(Women) M.M.S.C Law College, Pune |AFMC, Pune

Carrom M.M.S.C Law College, Pune |PVT COET, Pune

Chess (Men)

P.Jog College, Kothrud

BMCC, Pune

Chess (Women)

DES SNFLC, Pune

M.M.S.C Law College, Pune
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VIDHIRANG

Vidhirang is an Inter-Collegiate
Competition Organised by Modern Law
College, Pune. The competition consists
of various sports and cultural events.
The competition was held from 24th April
to 29th April 2023. DES’s Shri. Navalmal

Firodia Law College, Pune participated
in all the sports events. By showing a
great athleticism and Sportsmanship
participants from our college won many
events. With this victories DES SNFLC stood
second in the Championship Table with
24 points.

Game Position Player Names
Athletics
Winner Anirudha Lokhande
100M (Men)
2nd Runner-up Kunal Jagrut
Winner Anirudha Lokhande
200M (Men)
2nd Runner-up Kunal Jagrut
100M (Women) Winner Shivani Parkhe
Winner Aditi Shah
200M (Women) :
Runner-up Prabha Goswami
Aniruddha Lokhande
4x100M Relay (Men) Winner Kunal Jagrut
Jay Kshirsagar
Sagar Metri
Aditi Shah
Anushka Bangale
4x100M Relay (Women) 2nd Runner-up shreya Bodhe
Prabha Goswami
Shotput (Men) 2nd Runner-up Sagar Metri
Shotput (Women) 2nd Runner-up Shivani Parkhe
Chess Runner-up Omkar Pardeshi
Carrom Single (Women) Runner-up Prabha Goswami
. Jay Kshirsagar
Carrom Doubles (Men) Winner Bhushan Jadhay
. Prabha Goswami
Carrom Doubles (Mixed) 2nd Runner-up 8hushan Jadhay
Table Tennis Doubles winner Sanakruta Thakur
(Womens) Prabha Goswami
Table Tennis Doubles Winner Sanskruta Thakur
(Mixed) Tushar Yadav
'
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(Womens)

Badminton Singles Winner Ketaki Navgire

(Womens) Runner-up Kesar Kogta

Badminton Doubles , Ketaki Navgire
Winner

Kesar Kogta

Badminton Doubles (Mixed) |Runner-up

Ketaki Navgire
Raunak Nenwani

DUM

Intra college sports events are an essential
partofthe academic curriculum, providing
students with a unique opportunity
to engage in physical activities and
competitive sports. Such events offer a
platform for students to showcase their
talent and develop their skills, both on an
individual and team level.

Every year our college organizes the
annual intra college sports tournament
called DUM which becomes a highlight
of the year and something that is looked
upon by all the students and teachers
of our college. This year the college
organized 13 different sports for all the
students which included 8 team sports
and 5 individual sports.

Best Batch 2nd B.A. LL.B. and 3rd LL.B.

Game Category Winner Runner Up
Men 2ND BA LLB I1ST LLB
Volleyball
Women BBA LLB 2ND BA LLB
Men 2ND LLB 3RD LLB
Dodgeball
Women 3RD LLB 4ATH BA LLB
Men 3RD BA LLB 3RD LLB
Basketball
Women BBA LLB IST BA LLB
Football Mix BBA LLB 3RD LLB
Cricket Men 3RD LLB BBA LLB
Box Cricket Women BBA LLB IST LLB
Kabaddi Men 3RD BA LLB 2ND BA LLB
Men Atharva Kore Bhushan Jadhav
Carrom - :
Women Anjali Harnoral Swati Walonde
Men Omkar Pardeshi Sairaj Ghatpande
Chess ) ) ) ) )
Women Siddhi Mohite Diya Jain
ai;"ef 86
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Men Arnav Bhalwankar Shree Madhav
Waldalkar
7 Women Sanskruta Thakur Prabha Goswami
Mix Anu Sharma Harsha Mishra
Shree Madhav Prajwal Narwade
Waldalkar
Men Aditya Deshmukh Gaurav
Badminton Women Ketaki Navgire Kesar Kogta
Mix Sujan and Ketaki Shivshambhu and
Avanti
100M Albis Ipe Kunal Jagrut
400M Anirudha Lokhande | Albis Ipe
Athletics Men | 4x100M 2ND BA LLB 3RD LLB
Shotput Jeetesh Ajay Jadhav
Khobragade
100M Sharvari Konde Aditi Shah
. 400M Saee Lunge Anu Sharma
Athletics Women
4x100M 2ND BA LLB 3RD LLB
Shotput Anu Sharma Shivani Parkhe
Men 5TH BA LLB 2ND LLB
Tug of War
Women 2ND LLB 3RD LLB

“Lawyers are the

foot soldiers of the Constitution.”

- Fali S. Nariman
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Students Committee 2022-23

Sr No. Name of the Department/Cell Names of the Student Representatives

: Ladies Representatives 1) Soumya Sharma
2) Ritika Shilamkar

) NSS 1) Harshajeet Jadhav
2) Sneha Gund

3 NCC 1) Vaibhavi Zambare

4 Sports 1) Prabhavati Goswami
2) Saurabh Mane

5 Cultural 1) Urja Mishra
2) Raunak Nenwani

6 Legal Research Cell 1) Bhavika Mittal

Seminar and Guest Lecture 1) Ketaki Patil

7 .
2) Napur Singh

8 Magazine 1) Esha Udavant

9 Field Visit/Picnic 1) Arya Gawande
2) Sushant Javir

10 | Moot Court Society 1)Tanaya Kulkarni

1 Legal Aid Centre 1)Shivam Walekar
2)Tammana Jadhav

2 Environment Cell 1) Akshay Mulange
2) Darshan Joshi

13 | Club Aesthetica 1) Urja Mishra

14 |CLE 1) Tanaya Kulkarni

5 |Paripoort 1) Ketaki Patil
2) Ajit Phalke

6 Alumni 1)Siddhant Gaikwad
2) Aryaan Jadhav

Placement and Internship 1) Ruchika Jain

17
2) Shreya Bansall

18 Students’ Welfare Department 1)Shivtej Satpute
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Study Tour Department : Annual Report

The Study Tour Department organized a
study tour that consisted of visits to Delhi,
Agra, and Amritsar from 24th February,
2023, to Ist March, 2023. A total of 40
students and 2 faculty members joined
this study tour. In Delhi, the students visited
the Parliament of Indiag, the Supreme Court
of India, and other places around town.
They were thrilled to see the magnificent
beauty of the Taj Mahal at Agra. At
Amritsar, the students visited the Golden
Temple, the Jallianwala Baugh, and the
Wagha border. Darshan of the Golden
Temple was a mesmerizing experience
for each to experience the true essence of
spiritual ecstasy. The visit to Jallianwala
Baugh revealed historical facts to the
students. They were also thrilled to visit
the Wagha Border and watch the parade
and flag hoisting ceremony there. It was
a blissful experience for them to see the
discipline, patriotism, and sacrifice of
our soldiers while performing their duty
to safeguard our borders. The entire tour
was an enlightening experience for the
students, which was a combination of
study and fun.

The Study Tour Department organized
a fun-filled visit to ‘Aqua Imagica’ on
28th March, 2023. A total of 102 students
and 9 teaching and non-teaching staff
participated in this visit. Students enjoyed
various rides, explored new adventures,

Faculty Coordinators
Dr. Archana Lahoti

and bonded over the experience which
will surely remain unforgettable. It was a
combination of thrill, fun and adventure to
experience various rides.

Further, the Department organized a High
Court Visit on 19th April, 2023 and 2ist
April, 2023. Approximately 150 students
and 10 teaching and non-teaching staff
participated in this visit. Watching the
Bombay High Court Museum was a
curiosity fulfillment experience for the
students as they were thrilled to know
the history of the establishment of the
Court and had the opportunity to witness
endeavors done by all the institutions to
preserve the democracy of India. Students
also visited the Bombay High Court Library
and were astonished to see the huge
collection of law journals, books, and
E-library resources. After that, they visited
different courtrooms to experience court
proceedings. After this visit, the students
visited Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu
Sangrahalaya. They not only enjoyed this
well-organized and planned study tour,
but also felt content by relishing delicious
lunch and snacks arranged by the
college. Thus, the Study Tour Department
organized various tours to broaden the
perspective of students and to enhance
their experience by witnessing real-life
scenarios.
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Women’s Study Cell - “Paripoorti” : Annual Report
A Quest Towards Completeness...

Moving ahead with the vision of “Social
transformation, not merely in the context
of research and teaching pedagogy but
also through dedicated action.”
Academic year — 2022-23 has been an
extremely eventful year for Paripoorti
Cell. This year the cell carried out
interdisciplinary activities covering
various areas of Women's Rights. In the
light of the international human rights
perspectives as well as the Constitutional
norms, the cell was successful in building
some quality ethos for producing socio-
scientific data for working further in the
arena of women'’s rights. By doing some
new dimensions were added to the
existing knowledge of the students.

This Dusshera as we celebrate Durga-
A symbol for Women Empowerment.
Paripoorti Cell in collaboration with
Placement Cell organised ASMI- THE
POWERWITHIN-adialoguewithNavDurgas.
The resource persons were eminent
women from various fields who broke the
shackles of Patriarchy and carved their
niche in their respective professions. The
event was a great success and students
learned essential life lessons from the
journey shared by panelists.

Paripoorti Cell enthusiastically conducted

Faculty Coordinators

. Dr. Aishwarya Yadav

Dr. Priya Chopde

Asst. Prof. Sharad Chavan

Student Coordinators
Ketaki Patil
Ajit Phalke

a legal awareness program for the rural
women in the Mukhai village, Shirur, where
the National Service Scheme 7 Days
Camp was taking place. The program
started with the orientation by the doctors
to the women regarding menstrual health
and other aspects related to women's
health. The main motive of the orientation
program was to educate the women
regarding the crimes against them which
are generally neglected and help them
understand the importance they hold
in society and how the law empowers
women.

This year to celebrate the resilience,
strength, and beauty of women, Paripoorti
Cell celebrated International Women'’s
Day for the faculty of the college. The
program was conducted with the
objective of recreation for the teachers, as
an escape from their daily busy routine.
The program was organized by volunteers
from BA LLB and LLB. The event started
with an address by the Paripoorti Cell
representative and was later followed by
an enjoyable fun activity for the teachers
wherein the entire staff played games
and had a jolly time.The eventful day for
all the faculty ended with cake cutting
celebration and souvenirs of rose and
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personalized messages for every teacher
making it a perfectly happy day.

On the occasion of Human Rights Day,
Paripoorti — Women’s Study Cell in
collaboration with Seminar and Guest
Lecture Department of DES Shri Navalmal
Firodia Law College had successfully
organised a student awareness program
on the topic ‘Child Custody Laws in India —
A Human Rights Perspective’ on December
8, 2022 in Kundalmal Firodia Auditorium.
Smt. Manisha Kale, Judge, Family Court
Pune acknowledged us with the topic and
added that everyone should be aware
of their rights. The student awareness
program mainly focused on the rights of
a child regarding the custody.

Sex Workers Community is the one which
is usually avoided and ignored. In order
to break this notion of stigmatization and
create awareness about the rights and
issues faced by sex workers, The Paripoorti
Cell of our college in collaboration with
Maharashtra Women Commission had
organized one day workshop on “Rights Of
Sex Workers: Problems and Solutions.” The
eminent resource persons who imparted
extensive knowledge to the audience
were Dr. Abhijeet Dhere, Adv. Yashpal
Purohit and Smt. Sayali Shankar. The event
was huge success with the objective of
inclusivity and better understanding of
the position of sex workers in the current
Indian society was achieved.

Next in line with the motive of inculcating
better understanding of gender, The
Paripoorti- Women’'s Study Cell in
collaboration with Aks Foundation-AN.G.O
working predominantly towards domestic
violence conducted a one day seminar
on the topic ‘Gender Sensitization’. The
resource person for the program was Smt.
Binty Mehta who is the community lead of

the Aks foundation. The resource person
made sure the orientation was more of
gender neutral than only women centric.
Mrs.Mehta also made sure that the
students get involved in the orientation
through various activities. The students
enthusiastically participated in the
seminar and also responded well to the
activities.

The vyear ended with an extremely
entertaining and enlightening event
which was the Be You Campaign!!
Creating a world where ideas of self-
worth are based on inherent worth
instead of ideas promoted in today’s
popular culture. Paripoorti cell hosted
with another exciting event. A campaign
for better acceptance for a filter-less you
and a step forward towards loving the
person you are! For achieving this mission
of self~-empowerment and to encourage
everyone to be their own kind of beautiful.
More than 50 volunteers collectively
participated in enthralling drama and
dance fusion which left the audience with
just one feeling of self-acceptance.
Throughout the year the Paripoorti Cell
was continuously supported by both the
Ladies’ Representatives, Ritika Shilamkar
and Soumya Sharma in the execution
of various programs conducted by the
cell. Their dedication and sincere efforts
in the development of the cell are highly
acknowledged.

Finally, through ‘Paripoorti’ a Women’s
Study Cell of our college, we wish to putin
our efforts in devising and implementing
practical solutions based on existing
theoretical frameworks in the area of
women'’s rights and come up with many
such effective and enlightening programs
for students. Yes, for endeavouring all this
we have a quest for completeness....
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Internal Complaints Committee : Annual Report

As per Section 4(1) of the Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal)
Act & Rules, 2013, an Internal Complaints
Committee (ICC) was constituted for the
year 2022-2023 to deal with the cases
pertaining to sexual harassment of
women in the College.

The Internal Complaints Committee (ICC)
of DES’s Shri. Navalmal Firodia Law College
organized a varied number of programs
throughout the academic year in our
College as well as for other DE Society’s
Schools and colleges in order to raise
awareness regarding PoSH which are
enumerated as follows:-

Deccan Education Society organized a
meetingofPresidingofficerofICcommittee
of Schools, Colleges of DE society, to
create awareness regarding Prevention of
Workplace Sexual Harassment for which
our college nominated Sakshi Mehta-
5th BA.LLB- Student Representative of
our college IC Committee to give a
presentation about PoSH at the said
meeting as it is our responsibility as
Professionals of Law to take intiative and
help the society in better understanding
and application of the laws.

Faculty Coordinator
Dr. Aishwarya Yadav

Student Respresntative
Sakshi Mehta

After the success of above session, Sakshi
Mehta was again invited to conduct a
seminar for the students and faculty of
IMDR College on 3rd August, 2023. It was a
interactive session wherein she divulged
into various topics including PoSH Act,
Gender Sensitization and Feminism and
included various activities tomakeiteasier
to understand. We received appreciation
from both IMDR and Legal Department of
DES on conclusion of such a informative
session.

Then the ICC organized Internal
Complaints Committee meeting and
Awareness Program for the Chairpersons,
External and Internal Members of IC
Committees of DE Society’'s Schools and
Colleges on 5th November, 2022 so as to
impart legal education regarding PoSH,
its genesis and development in an easy
and uncomplicated way.

Following that, ICC in association with
IMDR presented Street Play on POSH Act on
the occasion of International Day for the
elimination of Violence Against Women.
This was our step towards a larger mission,
to make people aware about the POSH
Act and it's implication in an easier and
simplified way through Nukkad Natak on
November 25, 2022 .

iy

2022-23

92



Further, the ICC had organized a
orientation programme for the students of
first year on the POSH Act and working of
IC committee on 13th March 2023 wit the
aimed at creating awareness regarding
the ‘Sexual harassment of women at
workplace’. The resource person for this
event was Dr. Tejaswini Malegaonkar.
Ma’am elaborated about various nuances
of the POSH Act and threw light on very
important definations and sections of
the act which helped the students to
understand the act a deeper level.

Then for the second time organized
“Johle”- VOICE AGAINST HARRASMENT
Meeting and Awareness Program for
the Chairpersons and members of IC

Committees of DE Society’'s Schools and
Colleges under on 25th of April 2023.
In the program the background of the
Act, its origin, its relevance in context
to educational institutions and current
status was spelled out by enlightening
the attendees about the working of the
‘Internal  Complaints Committee’ and
its purpose by adding real life examples
related to the act.

Overall, the ICC put up their best foot
forward in order to create a safe and
comfortable environment in college,
free of discrimination, harassment and
bullying and towards a more fulfilling and
growing future and all the activities were
a grand success.

“Studying law is not just about

gaining knowledge, but about

developing the skills to

advocate for what is right and just.”

- Nelson Mandela
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Library : Annual Report

“A law library is a treasure trove of legal knowledge and a key component of any
thriving legal community.”

The library is a fundamental part of
any educational institution, and this is
particularly true for law schools. DES’s
Navalmal Firodia Law College library is
no exception, and it is considered the
heart and soul of the college, providing
access to a rich collection of primary and
secondary legal resources. The library
has a collection of more than 18,000 print
volumes, including books, monographs,
research reports, law reports, and backs
volumes of periodicals, as well as a good
compilation of Law Reports, National and
International Journals.

In addition to print resources, the library
offers access to a number of electronic
resources, including AIR Online, SCC
Online Web Edition, , Manupatra, The Law
— Super, and N-LIST, which provide access
to a wide range of legal information. The
library is also a member of DELNET and the
B.J. Wadia Library.

The addition of Lexis Nexis Advance,
EBC-Reader, and Hein Online databases
to the DES SNFLC library provides a
significant boost to the legal research
capabilities for library patrons. Here's a
bit more information about each of these

- Lawrence Lessig

databases:

Lexis Nexis Advance: Lexis Nexis is a
comprehensive legal research platform
that offers an extensive collection of
legal resources. It includes case law,
statutes, regulations, legal news, business
information, public records, and eBooks.
With Lexis Nexis Advance, library users
can conduct in-depth legal research
and access a wealth of legal information
to support their studies, research, or
professional needs.

EBC-Reader: EBC-Reader is a digital
platform that provides access to a vast
collection of e-books in the field of law. It
offers a wide range of legal texts, including
textbooks, reference books, treatises,
and monographs. Library patrons can
conveniently browse, search, and access
e-books on various legal topics, making
it easier to find relevant and up-to-date
information for their research or studies.
Hein Online: Hein Online is a renowned
database specializing in legal research
and contains a comprehensive collection
of legal journals and law-related
materials. It offers access to a vast array of
legal publications, including law reviews,
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bar journals, historical legal documents,
international treaties, legal classics,
and much more. Hein Online provides a
wealth of resources for legal research and
supports in-depth exploration of various
legal topics.

By incorporating these databases into
the library’s resources, DES SNFLC library
enables library patrons to access an
extensive range of legal materials. These
resources dre invaluable for conducting
legal research, staying updated on
legal developments, and accessing
authoritative legal content. The addition of
these databases significantly enhances
the library’s offerings and supports the
academic and professional pursuits of its
users.

The integration of remote access software
‘MapMyAccess’ is also a significant
development, as it allows users to access
library resources and services remotely,
making the library a virtual library. This is
particularly valuable in situations where
physical access to the library may be
limited or inconvenient for users. Remote
access software enables library patrons
to access e-resources, search databases,
and utilize various library services from
their own devices and locations.

By incorporating these databases and
implementing remote access software,
the DES SNFLC library has taken significant
steps toward creating a comprehensive
and accessible e-library experience. It
should greatly benefit library users by
providing them with a wealth of legal
information and the convenience of
accessing resources remotely.

With the new computer lab, library users
can conduct legal research, access
online legal databases, browse electronic
journals, and engage in other academic

activities related to the field of law. It
provides a centralized location where
individuals can work collaboratively or
individually, ensuring that students and
researchers have the necessary tools
to excel in their studies and professional
pursuits.

Additionally, the computer lab can serve
as a hub for technology-driven workshops,
training sessions, or instructional
programs related to legal research
and digital literacy. This type of facility
encourages digital learning and equips
library users with essential computer skills,
which are increasingly valuable in today’s
information age.

Overall, the addition of a computer lab
within the library creates a conducive
environment for utilizing legal resources
and enhances the accessibility and
usability of digital content for individuals
on campus.

The library is open from 8.00 a.m. to
6.00 p.m. on all working days, and the
hours are extended before and during
the examination period. The circulation
section handles the issue and return of
books, and the library maintains a special
collection of textbooks. The circulation
policy allows for two books to be issued
per student for a week, and 15 books to be
issued to each teaching faculty member.
The library offers a number of facilities,
including open access to the collection,
individualized reading space, a computer
lab with internet access, and Wi-Fi for
students and faculty. Overall, the DES's
Navalmal Firodia Law College library is
a vital resource for students and faculty,
providing access to a wide range of legal
information and resources to support
research and academic objectives.
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Students’ Welfare Cell : Annual Report

Faculty Coordinators
Dr. Priya Chopde
Students’ Development Officer

“You just have to find your activism, and don’t let anyone tell you what that should look
like. If you’re doing the work, and you’re getting someone to think, you're on the right
path.”

We, DES’ Shri.Navalmal Firodia Law College,
stand as one of the premier educational
institutes imparting legal education. We
suppose it to be our solemn responsibility,
to not only produce professionals, but
also to formulate such lawyers, who will
contribute in building an egalitarian
society through their multidimensional
skills and multifaceted accomplishments.
Accordingly, we have devised such
an academic plan, which takes into
consideration, the ways and means for
bringing about all-round development of
our students. One of the instances of such
college initiatives is the constitution of
Students’ Welfare Cell of the College.

The Cell is constituted under the guidance
and as per the directions of parent
university namely, Savitribai Phule Pune
University. The cell generally works under
the directions and guidelines of the
Students’ Welfare Board of the Savitribai
Phule Pune University. Composition of the
said Cell is mentioned below.

The cell primarily works for the cause of
students’ welfare and supervises various
activities of the college heading towards
students’ well-being. The cell is supposed

— Angie Thomas

to aim at nurturing the mental, physical
and cultural growth of college students,
therebytoimprovetheiroverall personality
and proficiency. This results in imbibing
the social sense and responsibility
amongst the students. Generally, the Cell
works in co-ordination with other cells,
and clubs to accomplish its activities. This
year, the activities that were prominently
undertaken by the cell were celebration
of Marathi Bhasha Divas, Tree Plantation
Drives, and Awareness Program for
Environment  Protection.  Additionally,
the cell took initiatives for observance
of Vigilance Awareness Week, Vachan
Prerana Divas, and the celebration of
Constitutional Day, among many others.
The activities and initiatives of the cell
were accomplished in association with
Centre for Legal Excellence (DES CLE), NSS
unit, Environmental Cell, College Library,
etc.

There is also a designation of Students’
Development Officer acting as the nodal
point for coordinating all the activities
of the cell. This year, Dr. Priya Chopde
undertook the responsibility of the
Students’ Development Officer.
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Another significant task undertaken by
the Students’ Development Officer is to
implement the ‘Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil
Earn and Learn Scheme’. The scheme
is implemented under the guidance of
Board of Students’ Welfare of the Parent
University. It aims at providing assistance
tothe meritorious students facing financial
constraints. Many interested and needy
students have joined the scheme. Through
thisscheme, students are expected towork
for maximum three hours a day, and they
get the remuneration for their work, as per
the university norms. Such involvement

of students in college working helps to
imbibe a work culture amongst them. It
also generates a respect for any kind of
work in the minds of students.
Accordingly, ample number of activities
and events are organized by different cells
and clubs in the college for developing
overall personality of the students in
association with Students’ Welfare Cell.
Additionally, the Students’ Welfare Cell
works for implementing various directions
and circulars of the University in regard
to enriching the personality and overall
wellbeing of the students.

The study of law is the foundation upon

which justice is built.

It empowers individuals to fight for

equality and protect the rights of others.

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Moot Court Society : Annual Report

1. Lokmanya Tilak National Appellate Moot
Court Competition 2022-2023

Lokmanya Tilak National Appellate Moot
Court Competition is a prestigious and
unique Mmoot court competition that has
been organised by DES’s Shri Navalmal
Firodia Law College, Pune for the past 14
years. In LTNA participants are supposed
to argue appeals based on real life court
cases in both civil and criminal domains
which emphasizes the development of
oral advocacy skills through a realistic
appellate advocacy experience.

The event head for this competition was
Ms. Tanaya Kulkarni, apart from it total 19
student coordinators and 80 volunteers
were working for making this competition a
successful event. This time the participants
were given a problem based on an ongoing
Civil Arbitration case. It was drafted under
the guidance of Adv. Harpreet Singh, Adv.
Kaustubh Moghe & Adv. Anniruddha Joshi
Sir. The participants were to argue from
both the sides.

The competition was scheduled for 2 days
and divided into three rounds, preliminary,
semi-final and final. The participants
were given 20 minutes, 30 minutes and
40 minutes respectively, including the
Rebuttal. Like every year, teams across

Faculty Coordinator
Asst. Prof. Kaveri Deo

Student coordinator
Tanaya Kulkarni

India registered for the event. A total of
14 Teams participated in the competition
out of which 5-6 teams were from outside
Maharashtra.

Day - 1: (24th March, 2023)

The 15th edition of the competition was
inaugurated with the welcome and
Motivational address by the Chief Guest,
Adv. Pramod Bendre Sir. The competition
commenced with the orientation of the
teams followed by the preliminary round. 14
teams were judged by 8 Judges in 4 court
rooms, Adv. Nikhil Dongare, Adv. Vaishali
Jadhav, Asst. Prof. Mehak Vohra, Adv.
Pallavi Wavhal, Adv. Onkar Kanbarkar, Adv.
Radhikesh Uttarwar, Adv. Ameya Ranade,
Adv. Neerqaj Rathi. The preliminary round
advanced for the whole day. After fierce
competition on day 1, 4 teams reached the
semi-final round. After every participant
argued his case in front of the counsel, the
judges were keen to give feedback which
would help the participants for their future
endeavours.

Day - 2: (25th March 2023)

The Semi-finals and the Finals were
scheduled on the second day. The
cutthroat competition in the Semi-final
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and Final round was judged by Adv. Uday
Warunjikar, Adv. Swarupkumar Choudhary,
Adv. Sudarshan Desai Sir. The same day we
came down to the final round. The teams
qualifying for the finals were Shri Shivaiji
Maratha Society’s Law College, Pune and
ILS Law College, Pune. Mooters from both
the sides argued vehemently, rebutting
each other's arguments and answering
the queries posed by the Judge. After an
enthralling battle among the finalists, the
judges for the final round, ruled the case
in favour of the ILS Law College, Pune. At
the end of the Day 2, the final round was
followed by the Valedictory Ceremony. The
Chief Guest, Hon’ble Shri Sunil Vedpathak
(Additional District and Session Judge 2,
Pune) and Guest of Honour Hon’ble Shri
Rajeev Deshmukh (Retd. Principal District
and Session Judge) announced the
winners and achievers and encouraged
everyone with his speech. The following
awards were awarded:

+ Winning Team - ILS Law College, Pune.

* Runners-Up Team — Shri Shivaji Maratha
Society’s Law College, Pune.

« Best Advocate — Mr. Pravin Varpe (Shri
Shivaji Maratha Society’s Law College,
Pune)

« Best Memorial — Shri Shivaji Maratha
Society’s Law College, Pune.

The competition was conducted
successfully through offline mode owing to
allthe efforts of the teaching, non-teaching,
Moot court society and various volunteers.

2. Orientation Session:

Moot Court Society had organized Lexa
Juris Session on 27th Oct. 2022. The speaker
for the session was Adv. Aditya Bendre
sir. It was an orientation session specially

designedforthelntraMoot courtand Novice
students. This session was regarding intra
moot court and memorial making and
conducted on MS Teams Application due
to Diwali Vacations.

3. Intra Moot Court competition:

Intra Moot Court Competition was
conducted on 12th Nov 2022. Total 8
courtrooms were organized for the

competition with 2 judges in each court
room as Intra & Novice moot court
competition was conducted together and
more than 100 students participated. The
competition was conducted in English
language. Different team codes were
allotted to the participants. The participants
were supposed to submit the memorials
physically. Total 52 students qualified
under Intra Moot Court Competition.

4. Novice Moot Court Competition:

This year DES’'S SNFLC's Moot Court Society
has conducted the Intra and Novice
Moot Court Competition together. The
Competition was conducted in an offline
mode on the Microsoft Teams App. It was
open for the students of 1st & 2nd BA & BBA
LLB & 1st LLB. The oral round was held on 12th
November 2022. The language of the court
was English. Each speaker had been given
8 minutes to advance their arguments. An
additional 2 minutes were provided to each
participant to answer questions posed by
the judges. This is how Intra College Moot
Court Competition was conducted for the
academic year 2022- 23.

5.Moot Court competition achievements:
The students have enthusiastically
participated in a variety of Moot Court
Competitions on National and State Levels.
The achievements are thus:
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Participants Name of competition Date Position
Speaker 1 - Anuj Singh 18th KSHAN National Trial 24-26 10th
Speaker 2 - Aditya Kathare | Advocacy And Appellate March
Researcher - Abhishek Moot Court Competition 2023.

Kolsepatil 2023; By G.h. Raisoni Law

College, Nagpur.
Speaker 1- Rasika Potdar Remembering SP Sathe 24-26 Participation
Speaker 2 - Harsh Shukla 17th International Moot March,
Researcher - Divyanshi Bais | Court, ILS, Pune. 2023
Speaker 1 - Amartya Chhatrapati Shri Shivaji 4th March, | Participation
Gumaste Maharaj Fourth State Level 2023
Speaker 2 - Raghav Goyal [ Moot Court Competition,
Researcher - Esha Udavant | 2023.0rganised by Shri

Shivaji Maratha Society’s

Law College, Pune
Speaker 1 - Tanvi Pilane Hon'ble Justice D. R. 12-13 Quarter
Speaker 2 - Tripti Vishnoi Dhanuka National Moot November, | -Finalists (7th)
Researcher - Yugandhara | Court Competition (in 2022
Wakde association with Wadia

Ghandy & co) Organised

by University of Mumbai

Law Academy.
Speaker 1 - Tanvi Pilane Justice N Santosh 24 - 26 Participation
Speaker 2 - Tripti Vishnoi Hegde National Moot February,
Researcher - Hanah Court Competition, 2023 2023
Varghese organised by Alliance

School of Law, Bangalore.
Speaker 1 - Satyaijit Pawar |BMCC National Moot Court 25th Participation
Speaker 2- Yugandhara Competition, 2023 February,
Wakde 2023
Researcher - Darshan Joshi
Speaker 1 - Nimesh Bhatt Shankarrao Kanitkar 27th Participation
Speaker 2 - Divyanshi Bais | National Moot Court January
Researcher - Akshat Bhat | Competition. 2023.
Speaker 1 - Tushar Vinay Ajeenkya DY Patil 3rd 5th-7th Semi-Finalists
Yawalkar National Moot Court April, 2023

Speaker 2 - Ketaki Uttam
Patil

Researcher - Samiksha Anil
Malvade

Competition, 2023.
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Speaker 1 - Smruti Dhoot Yashwantrao Chavan Law | 25th-27th Participation
Speaker 2 - Samiksha College’s National Moot February,
Malvade Court Competition 2022 - 2023
Researcher - Harshal Tupe |2023
Speaker 1 - Stuti Kasliwal Anti-Trust National 17th Feb- Participation
Speaker 2 - Gayatri Moot court competition 19th Feb,
Bharadwaj organised by NLU Jodhpur 2023
Researcher - Suvigya
Tripathi
Speaker 1 - Raghav Goyal |Quest indicia 2nd national 24-26 Participation
Speaker 2 - Mansha Watts [ moot court competition March
Researcher - Sakshi army law college 2023 2023
Gujarati
Speaker 1- Ishan Gunjal 20th Surana and Surana 7th-9th Participation
Speaker 2- Deepraj Bagate |National Moot Court April 2023
Researcher- Amartya and Judgement Writing
Gumaste Competition 2023
Speaker 1 - Deepraj Bagate |Late Justice PBW Sawant 12th and 8th Position
Speaker 2 - Chinmay Ninth National Moot 13th March,
Girwalkar Court Competition 2023 2023
Researcher - Ishan Gunjal | By Maharashtra Mitra
Mandals Shankarrao
Chavan Law College, Pune
Speaker 1 - Rutuja Jadhav |1st CCI SLS National 31st March | Quarter Finals
Speaker 2 - Vishal Thopate | Anti- trust Moot Court - 2nd April,
Researcher - Darshan Joshi | Competition, Symbiosis 2023
Law School, Nagpur.
Speaker 1- Ninad Senad XXIII National Moot Court 25th Semi Finalists.
Speaker 2- Satyajit Pawar [ Competition-2023, March,
Researcher - Faisal Shah Manikchand Pahade Law 2023
College, Aurangabad
Speaker 1: Gautami Yadav | 7th Lex Omnia National 18-20th Qualified to
Speaker 2: Ninad Senad Moot Court Competition November | Quarter Finals.
Researcher: Satyajit Pawar | Organised by: Birla 2022

Institute of Technology,
Goa

'
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Legal Aid Cell : Annual Report

Faculty Coordinator
Asst. Prof. Neeta Ahir

“Good laws make it easier to do right and harder to do wrong.”

The legal aid department operated
with enthusiasm and zeal of hard work
where the student volunteers actively
responded for the legal aid work. The year
started with the interaction with students
regarding the working of the Legal Aid
Cell, as a center dispensing free legal aid
to the common class.

This year we witnessed a sharp growth
of the department by actively involving
in various activities such as role play,
interactions, and working for Lok Adalats.
The college this year actively presented
a Role Play “Madyast’- a Role play
on Importance Of Mediation at the
Mediation Conference organized by The
National Legal Services Authority, India in
association with the Maharashtra State
Legal Services Authority, Mumbai and
the Pune District Legal Service Authority
at Ganesh Kala Krida Manch On 24%
September2022.The occasionwas graced
by the then Chief Justice of Bombay High
Court, Hon'ble Shri. Deepankar Datta,
Hon'ble Shri Justice S.V. Gangapurwalq,
Smt. Anuja PrabuDessai, Member Main
Mediation Monitoring Committee,
Bombay High Court, Hon'ble Justice
Prasanna Varale, Executive Chairman,
Maharashtra Legal Service Authority
Pune, and Chairman, Main Mediation

William E. Gladstone.

Monitoring Committee, Hon'ble Shri Nitin
Jamdar, Chairman, Mediation Committee
and Hon'ble Smt. Bharati Dangre, Member
Mediation Committee Committee, Shri S.A
Deshmukh, Principal District Judge Pune,
Pune and Shri Dinesh P. Surana, Member
Secretary Maharashtra Legal Service
Authority Director, Main Mediation Centre.
The College also participated in the Pan—
India Movement in association with the
Pune District Legal Services Authority
from 31t October ,2022 to 13" November
2022, under the guidance of District Legal
Services Authority Pune. Hon’ble Principal
District Judge and Chairman of DLSA, Shri
Shyam Chandak Saheb and Secretary
of Legal Services Authority, Smt. Mangal
Kashyap Ma'‘am guided the students
about this campaign. This program was
encouraged by Shri. Ashok Palande Sir
of the College Development Committee.
Various activities were organized timely
for the Dissemination of Legal awareness
to common Classes they are as follows:

Anti- Ragging Campaign was organized
on 2" November 2022. Students of
Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College as
well as faculty members of the college
participated in this awareness campaign.
As to create awareness in regard to the
AntiRagging Rules and Laws presentinthe
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college campus and Fergusson Campus
so that the students will be benefited as to
information and exactly which authority
to approach for the Justice.

‘A Door to Door’ Awareness Campaign on
November4,2022 asa partof this program.
The information about the Importance of
Right To Education and Legal Awareness
campaign about Protection Of Law For
Women Against Domestic Violence i.e,
The Domestic Violence Act 2005. The
Campaign included dissemination
of information by visiting houses of
Slum Dwellers living in the Slum area of
Wadarwadi at Chaturshingi Road, Shivaiji
Nagar Pune. The Programme started with
the Slogan Chanting which highlighted the
importance of education, protectionrights
of women against Domestic Violence
and importance of laws in our society.
The pamphlets made in vernacular
languages were distributed by students
and Slum Dwellers were educated about
importance of education, their rights
and the laws protecting their right. The
Information as to basic right of education
which is free and compulsory too the
children’s upto 14 years and importance
of education for them to be good citizens,
and every parent to send their child to
nearby school which was highlighted.
The second drive was as to the creation
of awareness as to the Domestic Violence
Act, 2005 and the rights of women against
such type of violence where they can seek
the Immediate help from concern officials
and legal help from the District Legal
Service Authority, Pune.

Shri  Navalmal Firodia Law College,
organised an interactive session with
the Senior Citizen called as ‘JANIV *
we are alive at Awareness Campaign
on November 9 , 2022 as a part of this

program. The information about the
Importance as to the rights of Senior
Citizens as well as the Senior Citizen Act,
the different governmental Policies were
made known to them, the Campaign
included dissemination of information
by visiting the Old Age home At Dhari
Phata near Sihagad Road where there
are 50 Senior Citizen Residing in the old
age home Aashirwad Vrudh Nivas. The
activity started with the distribution of the
pamphlets made in vernacular language
were distributed by students and the
senior were educated about importance
of their rights and the laws protecting
their right. The students of the College
interacted with the Senior Citizens as to
the Law on Senior Citizen Act as well as
the Governmental Polices Present for
them including the Niradhar Pension
Yojna , theNational Programme for the
Health Care of Elderly (NPHCE), Varishta
Pension Bima Yojana and likewise
The programme include the various
information rendered to the group and
for their help the governmental agencies
are ready and willing as well as the
legal help from the District Legal Service
Authority, Pune can be availed by them
for protection of their rights. Information
was given to the individuals by method
of group interaction as well as individual
counselling. The interaction by students
was also done in vernacular language.
The campaign received a good response
from the Senior Citizen and the interaction
with the Elderly Group gave us an insight
that this section of society needs a help
and laws must reach the common class
of people.

“One- On- One Interaction” with the
Litigants present in Shivaji Nagar District
and Sessions Court on November 12,
&
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2022 as a part of this program. Students
of Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College
as well as faculty members of the
college participated in this awareness
campaign. The information about the
Importance of Mediation and the Process
of Mediation Was Informed to the People
with Distribution of Pamphlets were the
Importance as to Alternative Dispute
Resolution Can be effective for resolving
the Dispute, “One- On- One Interaction”
Awareness Campaign was organized
under the guidance of District Legal
Services Authority Pune. The Campaign
included dissemination of information
Importance of Mediation and the Process
of Mediation in resolving the Dispute
between the parties there was distribution
of the pamphlets made in vernacular
language were distributed by students
and Litigants in the premises of the District
and Sessions Court were informed about
importance of Mediation as A Process
of Resolving the Dispute Amongst the
parties. Mediation Being the process to
resolve the dispute with least interference
of court and solving the case whether
pre -litigation or post- litigation can be
settled amicable where parties are ready
and willing to solve the dispute by the
means of mediation are facilitated by the
Courts as well as the District Legal Service
Authority for promotion of amicable
settlement. Where award is passed and
is binding on parties. Information was
given to the individuals by method of
group interaction as well as individual
counselling. The interaction by students
was also done in vernacular language.
The campaign received a good response
from the people and the interaction with
people gave insight that laws for them
are present.

A Role Play “Apghat”- Accident out of
Carelessness. Students of Shri Navalmal
Firodia Law College performed the role
play at the MEGA LEGAL SERVICES CAMP
organised by the District legal Service
Authority Pune at Ness Wadia College
Campus Pune. The information about
the Importance wearing helmet and
Lok Aadalat deciding the matter where
an importance as to mediation and
the process of settlement of matters
amicably andspeedyjusticetothevictim
was informed. The Role play Apghat
- Accident Out of Carelesshess which
depicted the importance of following of
traffic rules and the importance of life
where each and every citizen to follow
the rules laid down for the safety and
slight negligence on once part will lead to
suffrages. It also provided the importance
of Lok-Adalat in the settlement of dispute
between the parties which pave the
way of speedy justice for the victim also
it provides that the alternative dispute
resolution is a best means of settlement of
dispute between parties and the same is
encouraged by the National Legal Service
Authority, The State Legal Service Authority
and The Taluka District Committee’s All
Over Country. The event was graced by
Hon’ble Shri Justice S.V. Gangapurwalg,
Judge, Bombay High Court and Executive
Chairman Maharashtra State Legal
Service Authority. Hon'ble Shri. Justice Nitin
Jamdar Chairman Mediation Committee
and Hon’ble Shri Arif S, Judge, Bombay
High Court and Guardian Judge, Hon’ble
Principal District Judge and Chairman
of DLSA Shri Shyam Chandak Saheb and
Shri. Rajesh Deshmukh District Collector
Pune; Secretary of Legal Services Authority
Smt. Mangal Kashyap Madam. Hon'ble
Shri Pandurang Throve (President Pune
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Bar Association) District and Sessions
Court, Pune. The play here helped us to
understand that the act of carelessness
will be harming not only individuals but
even their family members and for justice
a long way needed not be waited but
by means of submitting the case before
Lok Adalat the matters can be solved
easily and amicably where speedy justice
mechanism will help the victim and the
family of victim for getting justice as early
and without any hindrance of delay.

The Celebration of Constitutional Day on
26™ November 2022 in association with
the District legal Service Authority were
Student Volunteers Actively Participated
In the Celebration of Constitutional Day
with the Yerwada Prison Authorities by
enlightening  the Prison Inmates on
Importance of Constitutional Rights and
the Fundamental Duties present in our
Indian Constitution with District Legal
Service Authority Secretary Smt. Mangal
Kayshap Madam and the superintendent
of Yerawada Central Prison, Pune.

The inauguration of College Legal Aid
Clinic and Probono Club on 9/12/2022
the college withessed the inauguration
of the Legal aid Clinic at the auspicious
hands of Hon'ble Principal District Judge,
Pune. Chairman of District Legal Service
Authority Shri Shyam Chandak Saheb and
Hon'ble Prof (Dr.) K.V Kale, Vice Chancellor,
Savitribai Phule Pune University And
Secretary of Legal Services Authority Smt.
Mangal Kashyap. Hon’ble Shri Pandurang
Thorve (President Pune Bar Association)
District and Sessions Court, Pune. Hon’ble
Smt. Nisha Chavan, (Chief Law Office, Pune
Municipal Corporation) , Pune, Shri Dr.
SharadKunte ChairmanDeccanEducation
Society and Secretary Shri. Dhananjay
Kulkarni (Deccan Education Society) and

Adv. Ashok Palande (Choirmon, College
Development Committee DES SNFLC)
Who enlighten the students as to social
outreach, Importance of education, and
the law Playing important role in shaping
the society and role played by young
budding lawyers.

State Lawyers Conference was organized
on 22/1/2023 by the Pune District and
Sessions Court Bar Association under
the leadership of Adv Pandurang Thorve
the President Of Pune District and
Sessions Court Bar Association and was
Inaugurated at the auspicious hands of
Hon’ble Shri Justice Bhusan Gavai, Hon'ble
Justice Shri. S.V Gangapurwala and other
dignitaries. The topic for the conference
were Advocate Protection InIndia Concern
And Redressal, Use Of Technologies In
Court Practice for better prospectsin legal
profession. The conference was attended
by faculty members, Asst. Prof. Neeta Ahir
and Dr. Aishwarya Yadav and student
volunteers.

To create awareness as to legal aid and
working of free legal aid on the Occasion
of Bim-Thadi on 29/01/2023 in association
with the Pimpri Bar Association and our
alumni Adv. Mangesh Karabe student
volunteers interacted with the people to
spread awareness on legal aid and its
importance as well as role of law in our
day-to-day life.

Seminar on Celebration of International
Women's Right Week In association with
District Legal Services Authority and the
Bharosa Cell of Pune Police Commissioner
Office and NGOs was organized on
5/3/2023. The programme gave insight
as to rules laws present for the protection
of women which was graced by Shri
Ram Pokle Addt Commisiner of Police
Crime Branch, Smt. Ashwini Kamble
e
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(Women and Child Officer, Pune Muncipal
Corporation, Pune), Smt. Mangal Kayshap
(Secretary District Legal Service Authority
Pune), Adv Ashok Palande (Chairman,
College Development Committee DES
Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College Pune).
The eminent resource persons for the
programme were Smt. Madugeeta
Sukhadme (Family Court Counsellor,
Family Court, Pune), Shri C P Shelke (Judge
Dist. and Sessions Court Pune), Smt.
Preeti Karmarkar (Chairman Nari Samata
Manch), Dr. Vaijayanti Patwardhan (Ex
President IMC), Shri. Sudhir Wankhede
(Judge Dist. And Session Court Pune).
The audience were enlightened by the
intellectual feast of sharing the knowledge
and information by the eminent guests
and resource persons on the topic where
the take away was the need to protect the
rights of the vulnerable section of society,
where the rights are present laws are
there but stillinadequate for the situations
faced.

The students attended asessionorganized
by the District Legal Service Authority, Pune
astoimportance of Mediation and Its Role
in Settlement of Dispute on 15/4/2023 at
Ashoka Hall District and Sessions Court
Pune, Pune. The session was preceded by
eminent Resource Persons who guided
students for encouragement of Amicable
settlement and use of mediation as a tool
for settlement.

Participation in Lok Adalat held on
30/4/2023 in association with the District

Legal Service Authority Pune as to
coordination and working of Lok Adalat
under National Legal Services Authority.
Energetic volunteers volunteered for the
Lok Adalat and learned about acquiring
the knowledge about the legal framework
thatgovernsthefunctioning of Lok Adalats,
their jurisdiction, and the types of cases
that can be referred to them. The students
had the chance to observe and to take
part in negotiations between parties and
theiradvocates as volunteers. This allowed
them to cultivate their communication,
negotiation and social networking skills.
The students also acquired knowledge
of the ethical considerations relevant
to Lok Adalat proceedings, such as
confidentiality, impartiality, and neutrality.
A Last a special thanks to the students
who played active role in promotion of
Legal Aid are: Harshajeet Jadhav (5t
BA LLB), Sneha Gund (3 BA LLB,) Aryan
Jadhavy, (3¢ BA LLB,) Tammana Jadhay,
(3¢ BA LLB,), Jayant Throve (5™ BA LLB),
Pranav Joshi, 3@ LL.B, Samruddhi Kanchan,
(3¢ BA LLB,) Sakshi Katneskwar(3< BA
LLB,), Anuska Pansare(3© BA LLB,), Ajit
Korkare(3 BA LLB,), Ajit Phalke(3 BA LLB,),
Ritika Shilamkar (5% BA LLB), Siddharth
Gaikward (5" BA LLB), Pramay Joshi, Palak
Whaval(5™" BA LLB), Akashy Sonawane3r
LLB, , Chinmay Girwalkar, (3 BA LLB,)
Sandesh Jadhav 3 LL.B, Nisarg Kokate3™
LL.B, Shivam Walekar(5" BA LLB), and
other students volunteers who played
active role in promotion of legal aid.
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Magazine Department : Annual Report

Each year, our college releases its yearly
publication titled “SwaDES” as a magazine.
It includes a compilation of annual reports
from different departments, clubs, cells,
and other college initiatives. Additionally,
it features noteworthy accomplishments
of our students and faculty members. The
magazine also showcases a diverse array
of written contributions, such as articles,
essays, poems, and stories, which are
submitted by our students, teachers, and
alumni. An annual theme is chosen for
the magazine, although submissions can
be either theme-based or non-theme-
based in Hindi, English, or Marathi.

The inception of our magazine begins
with the creation of the editorial team,
a crucial step in bringing our vision to
life. Under the guidance of a dedicated
faculty coordinator, a group of talented
students were carefully chosen through
an interview process to form this year’s
editorial team. Comprising of 1 faculty
coordinator and 16 students, our team is
driven by a shared passion for creativity
and the written word. The chosen students
received a comprehensive orientation
led by the faculty coordinator, who
enlightened them on the crucial roles and
responsibilities of the editorial team. Their
missionencompasses a multitude of tasks,
including inspiring students and alumni
to contribute their remarkable write-
ups, meticulously collecting captivating
photographs that encapsulate the

Faculty Coordinator
Asst. Prof. Sonal Pandhare

Student Coordinator
Esha Udavant

essence of our college activities, skillfully
editing and refining the submissions,
ensuring minimum plagiarism, detection
of Al-written content, and intricately
planning the designing and layout of our
magazine. Together, we aim to curate an
extraordinary magazine that showcases
the diverse talents and perspectives
within our college community. The
editorial team then proceeded to choose
the theme for the magazine, which was
titted “Transforming India: Towards A
Digital Landscape.” They made sure to
inform students, alumni, and teachers
about the theme and its sub-themes, as
well as other technical details like font size
and word limits. A brochure was placed on
notice boards and shared on WhatsApp
groups to ensure everyone was aware
of these specifications. Emails were also
sent to alumni, inviting them to contribute
their own write-ups. Faculty and student
coordinators diligently provided the
annual reports from their respective
departments, clubs, and cells. The
editorial team then, carefully analyzed,
checked, and edited all the contributions,
pooling their efforts to bring this edition of
the magazine to life. Once the editing was
complete, the write-ups were sent to DES's
JRVGT], our sister institution, for the design
aspects such as cover page design, inner
page layout, and arrangement of the
write-ups and photographs.

The editorial team expresses their
e
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heartfelt gratitude towards Adv. Ashok without whose efforts, this edition of the

Palande Sir (Chairman, CDC), Dr. Priya magazine could not have been a success.
Chopde Ma'am (Officiating Principal), The members of the Editoriam Team are
the teaching and non-teaching staff, mentioned hereinbelow:

alumni and the student contributors,

1. Asst. Prof. Sonal Pandhare Faculty Coordinator
2. Esha Udavant Magazine Representative, 3™ BA LLB
3. Bhavika Mittal 3'“BA LLB

4. Yugandhara Wakde 3“BALLB

5. Nupur Singh 3“BALLB

6. Sneha Gund 3“BALLB

7. Ishita Bansal 3'“BA LLB

8. Chinmay Girwalkar 3"“BA LLB

9. Sairaj Ghatpande 3'“BA LLB

10. Tahreem Zaidi 3 LLB

11. Shaesta Parween 27 11B

12. Rujul Deshpande 2" BA LLB

13. Aayushi Vatsal 2" BA LLB

14. Stuti Kasliwal 2" BA LLB

15. Vaishnavi Deshpande 2" BALLB

16. Tejas Bais 279 BBA LLB

17. Shantanu Wadhi 27 BBA LLB

“A lawyer without books

would be like a

workman without tools.”

- Ram Jethmalani
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NSS : Annual Report

The motto of National Service Scheme
is, “Not Me, But You”. ‘Education through
Service’ is the purpose of the NSS. The
ideological orientation of the NSS is
inspired by the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi, where we have witnessed various
activities for promotion of social outreach
to common masses with this motto in our
mind, the college began its enthusiastic
work of this academic year began with the
orientation of NSS volunteers, to boost the
passion and eagerness of the students, so
that they devote themselves for the work
of NSS. The college has organized and
participated in various activities overall in
the year. The activities of NSS are divided in
2 parts i.e regular activities and 7 days NSS
Residential Camp. Student Coordinators,
Harshajeet Jadhav (5% BA LLB) and Sneha
Gund, (3¢ BA LLB) have worked round
the clock to make the events successful.
The college has actively shown its
participation by organizing activities for
social outreach under NSS.

» The year began with tree plantation by
the students volunteers on :- 5/7/ 2022 in
the college premises to send a message
down as to protection of environment and
importance of tree plantation.

« The 40 student volunteers of college
under traffic awareness on 30/10/2022,
created awareness at respective places
all over Maharashtra and districts, where
the students lived so that awareness as to
traffic rules to follow by citizen.

Faculty Coordinator
Asst. Prof. Neeta Ahir

Student Coordinators
Harshjeet Jadhav
Sneha Gund

« The 40 student volunteers of college
actively participated in DOOR to DOOR
campaign organized in association with
District Legal Service Authority Under the
‘PAN INDIA MOVEMENT’ where various
awareness programs were undertaken
to boost the awareness on Protection Of
Women'’s Against Domestic Violence and
Save Girl Child on 4/11/2023 and other such
programs to reach common class and to
inform them about the rights of Women.
Student Volunteers Actively Participated
In the Celebration of Constitutional Day
with the Yerwada Prison Authorities
by enlightening the Prison Inmates on
Importance of Constitutional Rights on
26/11/2022.

« Student Volunteers Actively Participated
in Essay writing in College on the World
Aids Day on 1/12/2022.

« 50 Students volunteers were actively
present for the inauguration of the College
Legal Aid Clinic and the Pro Bono Club on
9/12/2022.

« The 20 student volunteers participated
in consumers awareness on Consumer
Protection on National Consumer
Day on 24[12/2022, and a street play
was organized at Good Luck Chowk
near Fergusson College, as part of the
awareness program.

+ Celebration of International Day of
Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) 3/12/2022
where our 3 college students participated
for the purpose of increasing awareness
e
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of the position of people with disabilities
in all facets of political, social, economic,
and cultural life, as well as to promote
their rights and well-being at every stage
of society and development. This year,
the college collaborated with Bal Kalyan
Sanstha, Pune, an organization dedicated
to empowering children with special
abilities. The sanstha actively engages
with differently abled individuals through
various activities, fostering interactions
and organizing social and cultural
programs. During one such event,anactor,
Siddhart Jadhav and Marathi superstar,
Nandita Patkar garnered attention as they
promoted their film “Balbharti.” Moreover,
several students were recognized and
awarded medals and certificates for their
exceptional performances in the cultural
departments. There were many politicians
and motivational speakers present who
enlightenedus. Afelicitation of Mr.Bhushan
Toshniwal, a chartered accountant by
profession, but also a national rolemodel
who has been appreciated and felicitated
by Mahotsav Kundgol, at the age of 7
years by Her Highness, Pratibha Patil.
+10students participatedinthecelebration
of Human Rights Day on 10/12/2022, at
their native places to create awareness
and disseminate information about the
human rights available to the common
people, at large.

« 20 student volunteers actively
participated in Consumer Day Awareness
andperformedStreetPalyinCollegeaswell
as at The Wadaeshwar Chowk , Fergusson
College Road to spread awadreness on
Rights of Consumers and the laws present
to approach the authority.

« 20 Student Volunteers Participated in
Celebration of Savitribai Phule Jayanti in
college by interacting with the college
faculty and the Principal regarding their
achievements and the hurdles faced by
them, while getting themselves educated
on 3/01/2023.

« 35 student volunteers actively
participated in Voter Day Awareness
Program by taking the pledge, and
disseminated information about the
importance of voting on 25/1/2023.

« 50 student volunteers participated in
EDU- Meet organized by Shri Shri Ravi
Shankar, under the Art Of Living, Kothrud,
under the instruction of our Parent
University, SPPU, on 4/2/2023.

» The student volunteers enthusiastically
participated in the River Clean-Up Drive
on 12/2/2023, at Bhide Bridge along the
riverside in Pune. Their objective was to
clean the River Mula-Mutha and raise
awareness about the harmful effects
of water pollution on both humans and
water intended for consumption.

+ 3 student volunteers participated in the
NSS Yuva Mohotsav organized by Ness
Wadia College on 1/3/2023.

« The student volunteers attended a
Seminar on Celebration of International
Women’s Right Week In association with
District Legal Services Authority and the
Bharosa Cell of Pune Police Commissioner
Office and NGOs on 5/3/2023.

« 25 students participated in the
celebration of 132" birth anniversary of
Shri. Babasaheb Ambedkar and 196 birth
anniversary of Shri Jyotirao Phule, in the
college campus and interacted with the
students about the same.

 The college students actively worked with
enthusiasm and zeal for social outreach
programme through NSS.

7 days NSS Camp at Mukhai Village

A seven-day NSS Camp was held from
9/2/2023to15/2/2023atShriShambhaijirao
Palande Patil Pragati High School Mukhai.
Tal Shirur, Dist Pune.

The college NSS Committee and Student
Volunteers had  actively  planned
the Camp and Adopted the Motto
“Yuvakancha Dhayas — Gavacha Vikas”
i.e, “Youth and the Rural Development”.
In all there were 30 students present for
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the 7 days Camp which was divided into
‘ShrambDan’ Interaction with the Villages,
Interaction with Students of School on
‘Anna Surraksha Yojna’, Agro Tourism,
Biogas usage and Bio Energy Utilization,
Importance of Voting and Voting Rights,
Ngo And Its Role In Rural Development,

and conservation of Environment and
Importance Of Tree Plantation , Role Of
Youth In Nation Building And Importance
Of Books And Reading A Fun With Special
Medical Camp Organized For Women's
Of Village And The Legal Aid Camp As To
The Rights Of Commoners And Land Laws

The Youth

Empowerment,

Protection Present In Maharashtra.

Sr. No.

Day

Activities

]

Day 1

The programme of 7 days and Importance of NSS working and

the life of NSS volunteer to be selfless and give more to Society
welfare was enlightened by Shri Ravi Acharya, Member Governing
Council Deccan Education Society, Pune and College Development
Committee Chairman Adv. Shri Ashok Palande with the other
Dignitories Smt. Jayshree Palande (Chairman Kalbahirav Shikshan
Prasarak Mandal Mukhai. ) Smt. Vashra Ramgude (Sarpanch Mukhai
Village), Shri Mahendra Shanur (Upsarpanch Mukhai Village) Shri
Lagad Sir (Principal Shri Shambhajirao Palande Patil Pragati High
School Mukhai. Tal Shirur, Dist Pune) and other respected Dignitaries
of the village.

Day 2

The Activity of Shramdan by Cleaning the premises of the Kalbharav
Mandir and allied premises was undertaken by the students, As well
as a guest lecture on The Importance Of Voting Amongst Youth was
delivered by the guest speaker Shri Sudhir Dhamdhere (Principal
Ashram School Mukhai Village.)

Day 3

The Activity of Shramdan at the Crematorium and allied area was
undertaken by the students. And a guest lecture on NGO and its role
in Shaping the Rural Area as well as Its Importance was highlighted
by our guest Speaker Adv. Rohan Shetty.

Day 4

The medical checkup for the women's In the village with the

mahila bachat gat of village was organized and Dr. Shewtambari
Dhamdhere (gynecologist ) and Dr. Suyoug Dhamdhere. And A
guest lecture By Dr. Ashish Puranik as to water management and
Conservation in agriculture sector. As well as Imortance of Anna
Suraksha Yojna for the commoners was explained by interaction with
the students and villagers.

'
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5 Day 5 | The Student volunteers had an Visit to Vanrai a area conserved for
the Important forest Produce and Imoprtance of forest Conservation
with the use of Energy Conservation and Use of Bioenergy and its
importance was shared with the School Students and the villagers
with Shri Amit Gogawale highlighting the Importance of Youth In
Cultural exchange and Nation building.

6 Day 6 |The student Volunteers Interacted with the Students at School In
highlighting the Importance of reading as to Fun With Books and
Understanding the Concept of Agro Tourism and its development.

7 Day 7 |Tree plantation activity in association with the School Students and
Vanrai and the members of Grampanchayat was undertaken with
the Legal Aid As to importance Of Land laws In Maharashtra by Adv.
Shri Pandurang Thorve (ex Charirman Pune Bar Association, Pune
Dist and Sessions Court.)

8 Day 7 | The valedictory function of the 7 days NSS Camp was organized
and was Chaired by, Chief Guest Shri K.D.Bhosale (retired District
Judge and Legal Advisor Mumbai High Court, Mumbai) , College
Development Committee Chairman Adv. Shri Ashok Palande, Guest
of Honour Smt. Jayshreetai Palande (Chairman Kalbahirav Shikshan
Prasarak Mandal Mukhai.) Shri. Babanrao Palande (Chairman VK.
Society Mukhai.) Smt. Vashra Ramgude (Sarpanch Mukhai Village),
Shri Mahendra Shanur (Upsarpanch Mukhai Village), and various
other dignitaries with Dr. Priya Chopde (Officiating Principal, DES Shri
Navalmal Firodia Law College, Pune), Dr. Ganga Reshmi (Librarian,
DES Shri Navalmal Firodia Law College, Pune). The NSS Coordinator
of the college, Asst. Prof, Neeta Ahir, Student Coordinators Harshjeet
Jadhav and Sneha Gund and Asst. Prof. Prithviraj Chavan.

“Law is not a profession at all,
but rather a business-like way
of life.”

- Nani Palkhivala
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Voices

Of Our Community




Dr. Priya Chopde
Officiating Principal

Dear Students,

| feel privileged to get an opportunity to
share my views with you, through the
medium of this write-up for our college
magazine. Being law students, all of us
are very well conversant with the opening
line of Preamble of the Constitution of
India, “We the People of India..” This very
expression suggests that the source
behind our Constitution is nothing but
the people of India. In India, Sovereignty
lies with the general will of a common
man. We are also aware about the long
list of individual rights embedded in
Part Il and Part IV of the Constitution of
India. Additionally, there are numerous
provisions in our Constitution that aim
at protecting and fostering individual
interests. In short, the Constitution of
India gives paramount importance to its
citizens, that means, to us. Even before
the commencement of Constitutional
text, we, Indians were fortunate enough
to inherit the enriched history attached
to the development and establishment of
our state, its cultures and traditions. Since
ancient times, the Indian society has been
self-reliant and resourceful.

It is indeed a matter of pride for all of us
that we hosted the Presidential Position
of G20 recently. We are also duty bound
to achieve Sustainable Development
Goals set forth by United Nations. Many

“We the People of India...”

significant positions are served by Indiq,
at the international level since the last
decade. One of the paramount instances
is recognition of International Yoga Day
on 2lst June. At the national level, many
initiatives have also been undertaken by
the Government of Indiqg, like Digital India
Campaign, Make in India Campaign and
Start-Up Programs among many more. In
short, there are ample avenues available
for a common man in India to develop
and enrich himself.

At this juncture, the question that should
arise in our minds is thus, “What have
we contributed towards our nation so as
to enliven spirit of our Constitution?” It is
really disheartening, on some occasions,
to call ourselves as responsible citizens
of a country like India. | would like to point
out the occasions like celebrations of
birth anniversaries of our great leaders
and reformers like Shivaji Maharaj, Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar, Anna Bhau Sathe,
and the celebration of Ganeshosthsay,
Navaratri, etc. With due respect to the
contribution of all these leaders, | would
like to question that, “Is there really a
need to organize such grand celebrations
for such occasions? What is achieved
through such celebrations? What is the
contribution of Indian youth for the same?”
In the recent past, it has been observed
that there has been active engagement of
large numbers of youth in the organization

iy

2022-23



and management on such occasions of
celebrations. There is a lot of noise and air
pollution created due to the use of sound
amplifiers and fireworks. Often, the songs
that are played are not of any relevance
to the occasion of celebration. There are
long processions that are carried out. This
results in traffic jams. The worst situation
is that of the personnel of the police
department. There are additional duties
that they are required to embark upon on
such occasions. They are forced to bear
with the unwanted sound pollution that is
created as a part of processions and are
really required to work under two sided
pressures, of controlling the members
of the procession on one hand, and the
annoyance of common man created due
to helpless situations of traffic jaoms and
sound pollution, on the other. Above all,
there is a lot of wastage of money and
time, where the latter is more precious
than the former. | wonder if any other
positive aim is achieved by organizing
such celebrations on different occasions.
After looking at such situations, the
inculcation a sense of responsibility
amongst Indian citizens is not revealed
anywhere. It also creates a doubt in
the minds of common man, as to “How
can such ways of celebrations lead to
spreading awareness about the work
and contributions of such great Indian
leaders and visionaries?” and “What
are we going to achieve through such
irresponsible behaviour of ourselves?”
Another serious question is, “Will the
upcoming generations be in a position to
understand and make themselves aware
about the contributions of such Indian
leaders and reformers?” It is feared that,
all of them will get unnoticed at the hands
of the future generations in India.

With this note of caution, it is suggested,
rather urged, to all the young minds that

there is an urgent need to introspect.
We need to analyse and evaluate our
obligations and contributions towards our
nation, its Constitution, its fundamental
premises and also the contribution of
great leaders and visionaries towards
our national development. According
to me, there is no need of any overt act
for celebrating such occasions. It can
be accomplished by reading, listening
to the work of such great reformers of
Indian society. What all is necessary in
this regard, is to imbibe the precepts and
principles fallowed by them, their thoughts
and ideologies in our daily routine. It is our
responsibility to keep their thoughts and
ideologies live and spread their awareness
amongst future generations. Through this
we can serve our nation in true sense.
There is a need to channelize the power
of youths and to steer it in right direction.
Otherwise, the Constitutional Protections
and also the efforts and initiatives of the
governing authorities will be in vain. At last,
| would like to draw your attention towards
a very small portion of our Constitution i.e,,
Part IV A, that deals with individual duties.
Dear friends, when we designate anything
as ours, we take utmost care of the
same. Likewise, we, the people of India
are only responsible to take care of our
motherland, its culture, traditions, its
national symbols and the efforts put in by
our freedom fighters in freedom struggle.
Thus, | would like to appeal to you all that
being law students, we should spread
awareness in regard to such instances
and their consequences in the society.
It is a time to awaken ourselves in the
light of developmental opportunities
made available to us by our Constitution
and Constitutional machineries. We the
people of India if take conscious efforts in
right directions, can definitely make India
a ‘Super Power’ in a near future.

'
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Dr. Sunita Adhav
Associate Professor

Introduction:

The indigenous and ethnical people of the
world have learnt to live in utmost hostile
environmental condition in this world. The
mostintriguing point associated with these
indigenous and ethnical has been set up
that, theylivein points which areimmensely
richin biodiversity. It's estimated that about
300 million indigenous people are living
in world, out of which nearly half i.e. 150
million are living in Asia, about 30 million
of which are living in Central and South
America and a significant number of them
are living in Australio, Europe, New Zealand,
Africa, and Soviet Union. These ethnical
and indigenous people have played a
vital part in conservation of environmental
operation and development process as
they cortege’s traditional knowledge which
has been useful in Eco-restoration. It has
been noticed that these people know how
to live with harmony in nature. In India, 68
million people belonging to 227 ethnical
groups and comprising of 573 ethnical
communities deduced from six ethnical
stocks that is to say Negroid, Proto-
Australoid, Mongoloid, Mediterranean,
West Breachy and Nordic exists in different
part of the country. These ethnical people
substantially the indigenous tribals live
near in the vicinity of timbers and have
managed and conserved the biodiversity
of their points since long time. These tribals

Tribal Rights in India under Forests Act 2006:
A Critical Analysis

take sanctum from forest and use wild
comestible shops both raw and cooked.
The flower and fruits are generally eaten
raw whereas tubers, leaves and seeds are
cooked. Tribals use timber yield, timber
and fuel wood. These tribals are living in
forest since periods and have developed a
kind of affinity with nature.

In India, a significant proportion of
communities continue to depend on the
forests for their survival, livelihood through
the management of forests albeit, the
continuous and persistent conflict they
face in the line of ‘encroachment’ versus
‘rights of settlement’. The Minor Forest
Produce such as tendu, bamboo, hiradag,
bherda, honey,amlaetc.hasbeenthemain
source of their subsistence contributing to
20-40 percent of their annualincomes.1 For
centuries in India, communities have had
a close relationship with the Forest. Their
essential dependence on Forest resources
suggests that programs both at the state
and original position cannot be designed
without integrating communities in the
resource operation strategy. Substantial
executive autonomy over naturalresources
for the locals is essential to empower them
as well as insure the conservation of Forest.
It is with this morality, the Scheduled Tribe
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
(FRA herewith) and Rules 2008 came into

1 Jodha, N.S. (1986), Common Property Resources and Rural Poor in Dry Regions of India, Economic

and Political Weekly, 31(27), pp. 1169-81
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actuality to undo the major injustice that
eternalized since the social times over
Forest- dwelling slated lines and other
Forest residers abiding in the Forest. The
end of the FRA 2006 has been to promote
and strengthen original governance of
Forest and its resources. While the Act
gives the occasion to claim the right, the
realisation of rights depends on the socidal,
political, and profitable determinants that
influence original governance structures
and institutions.

Forests Rights Act 2006: An Introduction

Forest Act 2006 was enacted to recognize
and vest the forest rights and occupation
in forest land in forest dwelling Scheduled
Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers
who have been residing in such forests for
generations but whose rights could not be
recorded; to provide for a framework for
recording the forest rights so vested and
the nature of evidence required for such
recognition and vesting in respect of forest
land.

An Act confers following rights on tribal
people who dwell in the forest. These rights
are ensured by S. 3 of this Act. Section 3 of
the Act provides for the grant of several
heritable,inalienable and non-transferable
‘forest rights’ to the beneficiaries. However,
the scope of this provision was the
subject matter of heated debates and
very acrimonious exchanges between
tribal rights activists and conservationists,
especially in case of the right to hold and
live in the forest land under individual or
common occupation for habitation or
for self-cultivation for livelihood. The two
particularly contentious matters were the
area of forest land to be distributed and
the cut-off date for the recognition of the
right.

right to hold and live in the forest
land under the individual or common
occupation for habitation or for self-

cultivation for livelihood by a member or
members of a forest dwelling Scheduled
Tribe or other traditional forest dwellers:

The Act had envisaged the recognition of
occupation of forest land to a maximum of
2.5 hectares per nuclear family of a FDST.
However, environmentalists feared that
this provision intended to distribute 2.5
hectares of forest land to each of India’s
20 million tribal nuclear families, which is
a hectares of forest land.37 According to
them, given that only 22 per cent of India’s
total area is under forest cover, this would
resultin fresh encroachments, loss of forest
cover, and transfer of forest land into the
hands of the land and timber mafia.

community rights such as nistar, by
whatever name called, including those
used in erstwhile Princely States, Zamindari
or such intermediary regimes;

right of ownership, access to collect, use,
and dispose of minor forest produce which
has been traditionally collected within or
outside village boundaries:

However, as a concession to the
conservationists who had expressed
concern about the adverse effects of
grant of rights over forest resources, the
definition of ‘minor forest produce’ does not
incorporate the JPC’'s recommendation
to include ‘fuel wood and the like, stones,
slates and boulders and products from the
water bodies including fish, weeds and the
like’ and the right to transport it.2

(d) other community rights of uses
or entittements such as fish and other
products of water bodies, grazing (both
settled or transhumant) and traditional
seasonal resource access of nomadic or
pastoralist coommunities;

(e) rights including community tenures of
habitat and habitation for primitive tribal
groups and pre-agricultural communities;

(f) rights in or over disputes lands under
any nomenclature in any State where
claims are disputed,;

2 M.D. Madhusudan, ‘Of Rights and Wrongs: Wildlife Conservation and the Tribal Bill’, 40(47)

Economic and Political Weekly 4893, 4895 (2005).
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(g) rightsfor conversion of Pattas orleases
or grants issued by any local authority or
any State Government on forest lands to
titles;

(h) rights of settlement and conversion
of all forest villages, old habitation, un-
surveyed villages and other villages in
forests, whether recorded, notified or not
into revenue villages;

(i) rights to protect, regenerate or
conserve or manage any community
forest resource which they have been
traditionally protecting and conserving for
sustainable use:

Section 2(a) of the Act clarified this
ambiguity by including resources within
reserve forests, protected forests and
protected areas such as Sanctuaries and
National Parks to which the community
had traditional access. The Act also
included the right to impose penalties
on anyone violating traditional rights of
conservation.3

(j) rights which are recognised under
any State law or laws of any Autonomous
District Council or Autonomous Regional
Council or which are accepted as rights of
tribal under any traditional or customary
law of the concerned tribes of any State;

(k) right of access to biodiversity and
community right to intellectual property
and traditional knowledge related to
biodiversity and cultural diversity:

The JPC's recommendations had
also imposed an obligation upon the
government to protect these rights but the
absence of a similar provision in the Act
lends credence to the argument that the
Act attempts to distance the State from its
responsibility of forest conservation.4

(1) any other traditional right customarily
enjoyed by the forest dwelling Scheduled
Tribes or other traditional forest dwellers, as

the case may be, which are not mentioned
in clauses (a) to (k) but excluding the
traditional right of hunting or trapping or
extracting a part of the body of any species
of wild animal;

(m) right to in situ rehabilitation
including alternative land in cases where
the Scheduled Tribes or other traditional
forest dwellers have been illegally evicted
or displaced from forest land of any
description without receiving their legal
entitlement to rehabilitation prior to the
13th day of December, 2005.5

However, combined with the expanded
definition of ‘traditional forest dwellers’,
it expands the potential for State
governments, land mafia and local elites
to exploit the situation.

To summarise the rights available to
tribal people, tribal persons are entitled to
the following forest rights.

Title Rights:

It grants ownership rights to Forest
Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDST) and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFD) over any
land used for farming by tribal people or
forest residents, up to a maximum of 4
hectares.

No new lands will be allocated; ownership
only extends to land that the concerned
family is actually cultivating.

Use Rights:

The rights of the dwellers include access
to grazing lands, pastoralist routes, minor
forest produces (MFPs), etc.

Rights to assistance and development:

To rehabilitate in case of illegal and
unlawful eviction or forced relocation and
to basic amenities, subject to restrictions
and constraints for forest protection.

Forest management rights:

The right to manage, regenerate,
conserve, and safeguard any resource

3 Ashish Kothari and Neema Pathak, ‘Forests and Tribal Rights’, Frontline, 3 June 2005, available at
http:// www.flonnet.com/fI2211/stories/20050603001508800.htm [hereinafter Kothari and Pathak Ii]
4 Ritambhara Hebbar, ‘Forest Bill 2005 and Tribal Areas: Case of Jharkhand’, 41(48) Economic and

Political Weekly 4952 (2006).
5 S.3, The Forests Rights Act, 2006
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found in a community forest that has
historically been protected and conserved
for future use is included in this right.

Obligations under the Act:

The Act empowers the Gram Sabha, the
institutions in the village areas where there
are any forest rights holders and the forest
rights holders to inter alia cover the wild
life, forest and biodiversity and to ensure
that their niche is saved from destructive
practices affecting their artistic and
natural heritage. Given the failure of the
government’s traditional command and
control approach, this provision offers
an occasion for the communities to
borrow a transparent and participatory
approach to biodiversity management.
These provisions will be rendered pointless
unless commission includes liabilities for
conservation.6 Thus, it was necessary
to authorise these bodies to regulate
and manage common resources and to
penalise violators of community opinions
on conservation. Although the Bill included
specific provisions listing the liabilities
and duties of right- holders to conserve
nature and natural resources, and the
penalties for failing to do so, the revised
Bill placed the onus on the Gram Sabha
to insure conservation without furnishing
any expedient if it failed to do so. The Act is
fully silent on this content as well as on the
legal means of ‘empowerment’.7

Forest Rights Act- A Critical Analysis:

Act addressed many challenges with
salient features. Still, there are certain
challenges and criticisms associated with
it which need to be addressed. Some of
the major criticisms are given below:

Administrative Incompetence: Fair and
proper implementation of the act still
remains the biggest hurdle as the tribal
populations in major areas are not a big

deciding vote bank so governments find it
convenient to not bother about it at all in
favour of certain monetary gains.

Lack of Awareness: The majority of the
aggrieved people who are beneficiaries
of forest rights are also unaware of their
rights due to poor literacy levels and also
due to poor misinterpretation of FRA by the
forest officials.

Institutional  restriction: Gram  Sabha
which lacks technical knowledge and
is educationally incompetent prepares
rough maps of community and individual
claims. Hence, the beneficiary suffers.

Dilution of Act: Some environmentalist
groups express worry that the FRA favours
individual rights more than community
rights, leaving less room for the latter.
Hence, they demand a dilution of the
provisions of the FRA, 2006.

Reluctant forest bureaucracy: The forest
bureaucracy doubts that it will lose the
significant influence it already has over
land and people, while corporate entities
worry that they would lose their easy
access to priceless natural resources.

Commercial plantations: Since 40% of
forests are found on degraded ground, the
government'’s role in allowing commercial
plantations there is also disputed.

Conclusion:

At the local panchayat level, extensive
awareness-raising, and information-
dissemination programs and camps
are needed to inform both tribal and
lower-level officials. It is also crucial to
have a thorough plan for educating and
empoweringthoseincharge of carryingout
the FRA, such as Panchayats, Gram Sabhas,
village-level Forest Rights committees, etc.
The Central government need to be more
active in persuading the states to uphold
the provisions of FRA that has the potential
to affect millions of people’s lives.

6 Madhav Gadgil, ‘Empowering Gram Sabhas to Manage Biodiversity: The Science Agenda’, 42(22)

Economic and Political Weekly 2067, 2070 (2007).
7 Ibid
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Asst. Prof. Jyoti Shete
Faculty

Introduction:

India has been experiencing a rapid
digital transformation in the last few years,
and this has been further accelerated
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Indian government has been taking
several initiatives to bring about this
transformation and make India a digitally
empowered society.
Indiahascomealongwayintermsofdigital
transformation, with the government
pushing for a digital revolution through
initiatives such as Digital India and Make
in India. The country has seen tremendous
growth in the number of internet users,
and it is estimated that by 2025, India
will have around 1 billion internet users.
However, there is still a lot of ground to
cover to ensure that the benefits of the
digital world reach every corner of the
country.

The Indian government has taken several
initiatives to transform the country into
a digital landscape. Here are some key
aspects of India’s digital transformation:

Government Initiatives: The Digital India
campaign launched by the government
in 2015 has been one of the key initiatives
in this regard. It aims to provide digital
infrastructure and services to citizens
and businesses across the country. The
campaign has several pillars such as
the creation of digital infrastructure,

Digital Transformation of India

digital literacy, e-governance, and
digital services. Under this campaign,
the government has launched several
schemes like the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) to provide banking
services to the unbanked population,
Digital Locker to store and share
documents electronically, and BharatNet
to connect rural areas with high-speed
internet. The introduction of Aadhaar, a
biometric-based identity system, has
also been a significant contributor to the
country’s digital transformation.

Rise of E-commerce: India’s e-commerce
industry has grown rapidly in recent
years, driven by the increasing adoption
of smartphones and the internet.
E-commerce companies like Flipkart,
Amazon, and Paytm have become
household names in India, and the sector
is expected to continue to grow.

Fintech Revolution: India has witnessed a
significant transformation in its financial
sector with the emergence of fintech
companies, which offerarange of financial
services, including digital payments,
lending, and insurance. Companies like
Paytm, PhonePe, and Mobikwik have
become popular among consumers.

Digital Payments: India has seen a
significant shift towards digital payments,
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driven by the demonetization drive
in 2016 and the launch of the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) in 2016. UPI has
revolutionized the way people transact
in India, making it easier and more
convenient to make payments using
smartphones. Digital payments have
made financial transactions easier,
faster, and more secure, reducing the
dependency on cash.

Start-up Ecosystem: India has a thriving
start-up ecosystem, which is fostering
innovation and entrepreneurship in
the digital space. The government has
launched several initiatives to support
start-ups, and cities like Bengaluru,
Mumbai, and Delhi have emerged as hubs
for start-ups.

There are some merits and demerits
of transforming India towards a digital
landscape.

Merits:

Improved Efficiency and Productivity:
Digitalization has also made many
processes more efficient, reducing the
time and resources required to complete
them. For example, online banking and
e-commerce have made financial
transactions faster and more convenient.
Online education and remote work have
also increased productivity by eliminating
the need for physical travel.

Empowerment of Citizens: Digitalization
hasalsoempowered citizensto participate
more fully in democracy. Online platforms
like social media have given people a
voice to express their opinions, share
information, and connect with others
who share their interests. E-governance
initiatives have also made it easier for
citizens to access government services
and hold public officials accountable.

Growth of Digital Economy: Digitalization
has also led to the growth of the digital

economy in India. E-commerce, online
advertising, and digital payments
have all contributed to the country’s
economic growth, creating new jobs and
opportunities for entrepreneurs.

Greater Transparency: Digitalization
has brought greater transparency
in governance. Online platforms for
government services and e-governance
portals have made it easier for citizens
to access government services and track
their progress.

Increased Access to Education: The
education sector has also seen significant
changes due to digitization. E-learning
platforms like BYJU'S, Khan Academy, and
Udemy have made quality education
accessible to millions of students
regardless of their geographical location.
Digital education has also provided a
platform for skill development, enabling
peopletoacquire newskillsandknowledge
to enhance their employability.

Improved Healthcare: The healthcare
sector has also been transformed by
digitization. Telemedicine has become
increasingly popular, enabling people
to consult doctors remotely. Healthtech
start-ups have also emerged, offering
services like online doctor consultations,
prescription deliveries, and medical
record management.

Increased Financial Inclusion: The digital
landscape has played a significant role
in increasing financial inclusion in India.
Digital payment platforms like Paytm,
Google Pay, and PhonePe have made
it easier for people to conduct cashless
transactions.

Improved Communication: Digital
communication platforms like WhatsApp
and Facebook have made it easier for

people to stay connected with their loved
e
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ones, regardless of their location. This has
also facilitated better communication
between businesses and their customers.

Demerits:

Cybersecurity Risks: The increased use
of digital platforms has also led to a rise
in cyber threats like hacking, identity
theft, and cyberbullying. This has raised
concerns about the security of the
personal and financial data of citizens.

Job Losses: The shift towards a digital
landscape has also led to job losses in
traditional sectors like retail and banking,
which has led to a significant socio-
economic impact.

Digital Addiction: The increased use of
digital platforms has also led to digital
addiction, which has adverse effects
on the physical and mental health of
individuals.

Digital Divide: While digitalization has
brought about several benefits, it has also
created a digital divide between those
who have access to digital infrastructure
and those who do not. The lack of digital
infrastructure in remote and rural areas
has prevented many citizens from
accessing digital services.

Dependence on Technology: India’s
transformation  towards a  digital
landscape has increased its dependence
on technology. This dependence can lead
to over-reliance on technology, leading to
a loss of skills and knowledge that were
traditionally required.

Challenges of Digital Transformation:
There is still a lot of ground to cover to
ensure that the benefits of the digital
world reach every corner of the country.

1. Robust Digital Infrastructure: One of the
key areas where India needs to focus is

on building a robust digital infrastructure.
This includes providing affordable and
high-speed internet connectivity to all
parts of the country, particularly in rural
areas. The government has already taken
steps in this direction by launching the
BharatNet project, which aims to provide
high-speed internet connectivity to all
gram panchayats in the country.

2. Digital Literacy: Another important
aspect of digital transformation is digital
literacy. While the number of internet users
in India has increased significantly, there
are still a large number of people who are
not familiar with digital technology. It is
important to provide training and support
to these individuals to help them become
digitally literate and make the most of the
opportunities that the digital world offers.

3. Ecosystem for Digital Innovation: In
addition to infrastructure and literacy,
India needs to focus on developing a
strong ecosystem for digital innovation
and entrepreneurship. This involves
creating an environment that encourages
startups and provides them with the
necessary support to grow and scale
their businesses. The government has
already launched several initiatives such
as Startup India and Atal Innovation
Mission to promote entrepreneurship and
innovation in the country.

4. Strong Cybersecurity: Finally,
cybersecurity is another important
area that needs attention in Indid’s
digital landscape. With the increase
in the number of internet users and
the rise of digital transactions, there is
also a corresponding increase in cyber
threats. It is important to develop strong
cybersecurity policies and practices
to protect individuals, businesses, and
the country’s critical infrastructure from
cyber-attacks.
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Conclusion:

The transformation of India towards a
digital landscape has brought many
benefits, including increased access to
information, improved efficiency and
productivity,  citizen = empowerment,
and the growth of the digital economy.
However, it has also brought some
challenges, including the digital divide,
cybersecurity threats, dependence on
technology, and privacy concerns. To
fully realize the potential of digitalization
in India, policymakers and stakeholders
must work together to address these

of digitalization are accessible to all. The
government needs to focus on bridging
the digital divide, improving cybersecurity
measures, and addressing the socio-
economic impact of digitalization to
ensure that digital transformation is
beneficial for all. Overall, India’s digital
transformation is still in progress, but it
has already made significant strides.
The country is well-positioned to take
advantage of the opportunities presented
by digital technologies, and it is expected
to continue to lead the way in the digital
space in the coming years.

challenges and ensure that the benefits

Students’ Corner
“All Artis Quite Useless.”

“The Picture of Dorian Gray” is a masterpiece of literature that leaves you pondering upon the concepts of
beauty, morality, deception, subjectivity, and aesthetics. Wilde portrays art as the creator of beauty and
also the reflection of the artist. The portrait of Dorian, painted by Basil, becomes a visual representation
of the consequences of Dorian’s immoral actions, serving as a haunting reminder of the corruption and
decay of his soul, while he hides behind a fagade of youth and beauty — portraying that art is subjective
and moral whilst also being deceptive. Throughout the book, the author has appreciated art but he
seems to have contradicted himself in the last line of the preface.

The preface to this book is an exquisite proclamation to the importance of art and aesthetics, as can be
noted in its opening sentences, “The artist is the creator of beautiful things. To reveal art and conceal
the artist is art’'s aim.” The true essence of art is in its ability to be appreciated for its intrinsic qualities
and although, art can be a form of escapism or self-expression for the artist, the ambiguity left by the
concealment of the artist’s personal biases allows for diverse interpretations to emerge, making art a
complex and multifaceted form of expression. This book was written during the Aesthetic Movement
which emphasised on the pursuit of beauty, art for art’'s sake, and the rejection of utilitarianism. It
propounds the ideology that art transcends utilitarian considerations.

The preface ends with a paradoxical statement that challenges traditional views on the purpose
and utility of art, “All art is quite useless.” Wilde suggests that art exists for aesthetic enjoyment and
appreciation and should serve no utilitarian purpose. Art is an entity that exists solely for the experience
and the pleasure that it brings to the audience. The statement prompts readers to analyse the possibility
of art serving as a form of escapism from the practical and mundane aspects of life, to an imaginative
escape from reality. Wilde seems to be advocating for the freedom of artistic expression without the
constraints of the demands for usefulness or practical value. This emphasis on the autonomy of art and
the importance of the aesthetic appreciation, emotional impact, and sensory experience encourages
the reader to critically analyse the true meaning of art, before they even start reading the book.

Art can have economic value by contributing to cultural development, generating employment and
economic growth. It can evoke emotions, provide solace, or provoke introspection of individuals and
can practically benefit the society. From this perspective, art is not entirely useless, but Wilde certainly
leaves you questioning and critically analysing the inherent value of art in your life before you dive into
the book. So, the question before us for introspection is thus, “Is all art truly quite useless?”

- Esha Udavant
39 BA LLB
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Asst. Prof. Sonal Pandhare
Faculty

The deep-rooted patriarchy created
the hierarchy, and when you give people
ranking, more than often, it is misused.
One might argue that the interference is
prevalent even with a daughter’s life. But
the mainstream mindset is that it's wrong.

“Boundaries respecting boundaries, be
it personal, geographical or political” is
the only proven way that has ever been
successful in maintaining peace and
tranquility. So why is it so hard for people
to respect boundaries? Especially when it
comes to family?

It is our patriarchal society that kills
innocent men silently through various
ways. It is the society who dictates or
sets the norms for the conduct and
expectations of every member of a family.
As a society, in a family, we set the “rules”
or assumptions that men can never be
victimized. Women always get immediate
recognition of being the victim in any
relation — whether it relates to marriage
or even a live-in relationship, but why
are men not entitled to the same? Our
society is completely inclined towards the
victimization of women. In fact, we, as a
society, have even purposefully glorified
their victimization.

Men and women are the two sides of
a coin and both are now considered to
be equal by nature. Everyone has their
positive and negative sheds with respect
to various aspects of life — it could be

Breaking the Silence:
Unveiling the Untold Domestic Violence Against Men

physical, mental or social. With the
increase in financial independence over
time, women have become empowered
both financially and socially. However, this
has resulted in unhappy marriages and
families, as some women have become
perpetrators within their own families. The
reason behind this shift is that legislative
and judicial remedies often favor women,
leaving the counterpart as a victim, or
better yet, a helpless victim. Unfortunately,
in the patriarchal Indian society, there is
no recognition of him and his family as
victims, leaving them without any positive
support.

If women relate themselves to powerful
mythological characters like goddesses,
such as “Maa Durgq,” it brings forth
another fascinating aspect — the word
“Women” itself includes the word “Men,”
signifying that men are a part of us or
are born within us, whether biologically
or grammatically. The question that
remains is, why do women play the victim
card consistently in every aspect? Yes, it
is universally accepted that women have
experienced brutal atrocities, which are
recognized by the state in almost every
aspect.

Meanwhile, women are using their shield
as a weapon against their own families
and relations, causing silent suffering for
their counterparts. The interesting thing
is that it's not just about men; the entire
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family suffers. The irony is that India is
known for its strong and healthy family
institution, which is now completely
shaken. Indian society, particularly
women-centric ideologists or activists,
are not ready to acknowledge the misuse
by women. Fighting or raising the issue for
men'’s rights doesn’t make a person anti-
feminist. Recognizing this issue sheds
light on the overall cause of domestic
violence, not only in India but also at an
international level. Unfortunately, almost
every document remains silent on this
issue. The United Kingdom is the first
country to enact legislation based on the
Istanbul Convention’s recommendations.

Johnny Depp and AmberHeard’'s famous
case was highlighted recently. It started
as a defamation suit and then the angle
of domestic violence was rediscovered,
just because of lack of recognition of men
as victims. Men are always portrayed as
perpetrator.

We Indians granted Art15(3) as an
exception, but now it has become arule. It
adversely affects the government’s policy
while framing legislation and conveniently
overlooks Article 14, 15(1), and 21 of the
constitution with respect to men. The
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, was enacted
with the special purpose of addressing
women'’s domestic abuse but clearly
ignores men’s status in the definition. It
was the need of the hour at that time, but
now it has completely reversed. Indian
culture considers it disgraceful.

The biggest question is, can we follow
the principles of natural justice with our
own people? When can we address
their sufferings on a legal platform by
providing them their fundamental rights?
The government and society seem to be
declaring that men can never become
victims, especially in cases of matrimonial
or domestic violence.

What the Indian Judiciary is doing
for this issue is making mere remarks
over the “misuse or fake allegations” by
women and dismissing the cases. The
questions remain unanswered: What was
his fault? Why did he suffer? and so on.
The United Kingdom is the first country
to enact gender-neutral legislation on
domestic violence. However, the definition
of domestic violence is not exhaustive
and has various loopholes. Unfortunately,
we Indians have not yet accepted the
existence of domestic violence against
men.

There are various NGO and foundations
like “Daman Welfare Trust”, “Save Indian
Family Foundation”, “Men Welfare Trust”
and “Vastav Foundation” that have
started good initiatives and collecting
a data for the further research in this
concern. We must all hope for the better
representation of the silent victims of
the society — to take a step and at least
acknowledge the domestic violence
against men and provide them with open
legislative support.

'
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Asst. Prof. Pradnya Yadav
Faculty

The Media and Entertainment Industry
(M&E), over the years has grown and
gained significance in India. For effective
regulation, legislations and Acts have
been enacted with varying purposes.
The Cinematograph Act, 1952, The Cable
Television Network Regulation Act, 1995,
The Information Technology Act, 2000
is applicable for regulating content of
exhibition in cinema theatres, television
and internet. The Copyright Act, 1957
and Trademarks Act 1999 was enacted
for protecting intellectual property of an
individual by trademark and copyrights.

India, the country of rich heritage and
culture follows various customs and
traditions divides India in various regions,
making the audiences diversified from all
sectors to be represented on the screen.
Thus, the Indian film industry is divided
in various regional languages, diverse
culture. The Indian film industry is run by
various production houses, companies
who are responsible for financing, casting,
scripting the movies.

Legislation on Entertainment in India:

The Copyright Act, 1957 provides
copyright protection and registration of
literary, drama, music, sound recording
and artistic work. The Copyright Act of
1957 specifically sets out the regulations
on the infringement of the copyright of a
movie/film, and it is considered as one of
the most crucial laws in the media and

Entertainment Laws

entertainment industry. The Copyright Act
of 1957, defines the various rights which
exists in the copyright of a film, rights of the
author of the film, the term/time period of
the copyright, the process of assignment
of a licence for the copyright

Under the Copyrights Act, 1957, sections
54 to 62 deals with the provisions of civil
remedies that are available for copyright
protection in civil courts. Section 63 to
section 70 deals with the provisions for
criminal remedy when a person knowingly
infringes the copyright in a work, other
rights conferred by the act or knowingly
abets the infringement.

The Trademarks Act of 1999 mandates
protection to names, titles, word, letter,
graphic artwork, shape of products, words
and combination of colours. This act
incorporates the provisions for remedies
in case of infringement of trademark.

The Cinematograph Act of 1952, which
includes the provisions for licensing
and certifying the cinematography of
films and also includes the regulation of
exhibition by means of cinematography.
he Cinematograph Act of 1952, which
includes -Provisions for licensing and
certifying the cinematography of films,
and also includes the regulation of
exhibition by means of cinematography.

Cable Television Networks (Regulation)
Act, 1995

The object of the Cable Act, 1995 as
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indicated in the preamble is to regulate
the operation of cable television networks
in the country and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.

Prasar Bharati Act, 1990

Prasar Bharati has been established as
a corporation to discharge the functions
of erstwhile Akash Vani and Door darshan.
Under Section12ofthePrasarBharatiAct,the
primary duty of the Corporation is to
organize andconductpublicbroadcasting
services to inform, educate and entertain
the public and toensure a balanced
development of broadcasting on radio
and television.

Broadcasting sector is regulated by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI), which notifies rules from time to
time on matters such as streamlining
of the distribution of television channels
to platform operators. Electronic Media
Monitoring Centre established by the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
monitors the content of all TV channels
up linking and downlinking in India to
check the violation of the Programme and
Advertisement Code. It also monitors the
content of Private FM Radio Channels

An independent broadcasting media
authority along the lines of TRAI was
first suggested by the Supreme Court
in Secretary, Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting v. Cricket Association of
Bengal. In Indraprastha People v. Union of
India, the Delhi High Court recommended
that an independent statutory body be set
up under the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act.

The Information Technology Act,2000:

Section 66A has probably received the
most media attention over the last year
or so due to the many arrests made under
this section. This provision criminalizes
the practice of sending an offensive
message using a computer resource. The
punishment for such an offence is three
years imprisonment.

The area of concernin M&E sector is Right

to free speech and censorship, copyright
infringement and trademark protection,
and piracy in Films, Television, Theatres
and on Internet. Various authoritative
bodies like CBFC, I&B Ministry are
imposing restrictions by censoring films
to curtail creative freedom of speech and

expression.
Regulatory Authorities:
The Ministry of Information and

Broadcasting (MIB) is the structure which
is liable for administering rules and laws
which relate to the information and
broadcasting if press and films in the
media industry. The Film sector of MIB
consists of:

National Film Archives of India

National Film Development Corporation

Central Board of Film Certification.

Impact of Entertainment Law:

Entertainment law significantly
influences the creative world, as itimpacts
the design and distribution of art and
media. It guarantees that artists obtain
fair compensation for their work and
offers them the legal security required
to pursue their innovative endeavours.
Without entertainment law, the creative
world would be much more vulnerable
to exploitation and violation, which could
suppress innovation and imagination.

Entertainment law safeguards
intellectual property, including
trademarks, copyrights, and patents. This
protection helps to ensure that artists and
other innovators can benefit from their
work and facilitates the creation of new
creations.

Entertainment lawyers play a critical role
in representing artists and reconciling
contracts with talent agencies and other
industry stakeholders. By presenting
insights into the legal provisions and
best practices for talent representation,
entertainment attorneys help to ensure
that artists are equitably compensated
for their job.

Conclusion:
(D

127

3o



The issue of entertainment and
telecasting content in India is a tricky one
— the Constitution permits censorship
in certain limited circumstances. This is
a problem as due to the global nature
of the Internet. Further, the thorny issue
of who gets to decide to censor content
and under what circumstances is a
nuanced debate which unfortunately
tends to be hijacked by arguments based
on security concerns [ need for broad
emergency provisions. Most attempts
at censorship have therefore been
haphazard and inconsistent. Further,
issues raised by communal, defamatory
and violent content (particularly towards
women) continue to receive very little
attention. Particularly worrying is the
lack of accountability, transparency and
oversight in the system. One hopes that
the Supreme Court will take appropriate
action by striking down the relevant
provisions in the IT Act thereby forcing the
legislature and executive to put in place
a more open, equitable and just systems
of censorship that truly abides by the
ConstitutionalspiritembodiedinA]Qé)(a).
Hence, media and press is an extremely
powerful sector in a country and it is very
with its continuous modernisation along

with the changing times of our nation,
Entertainment law is a comprehensive set
of regulations thatdeals with legal matters
related to the entertainment industry. As
the entertainment industry continues to
grow and evolve, the role of entertainment
low will become increasingly important
in ensuring that it remains a fair and
competitive marketplace.
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Dr. Priya Chopde - Officiating Principal

Priya ma’am, our esteemed Officiating Principal, finds immense joy and inspiration in the literary
works of P. L. Deshpande, whose words resonate deeply within her. Among the vast collection

of cinematic masterpieces, the 1975 film “Chupke Chupke” holds a special place in her heart,
captivating her with its humour and charm. Delighting those around her, she often showcases her
hidden talents in both, drawing and writing, effortlessly expressing her creativity. Reflecting on an
alternate profession, she envisions herself as a judge, guided by a strong sense of justice and a desire
to uphold the law. Summing up her multifaceted personality in a single word, she aptly chooses
“adaptable,” exemplifying her ability to seamlessly adjust and thrive in different circumstances. With
her diverse talents and unwavering spirit, Priya ma’am has created a positive impact in college.
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Asst. Prof. Shaunak Mainkar
Faculty

India is the nation with the highest
proportion of the working populationin the
world. Thisdemographic dividend canonly
be enjoyed by us if the young population’s
energy is channeled to a required domain.
Financial Markets participation is one
such area that is upcoming, demanding,
and has a very high growth potential.
According to a news report by MintGenie,
the present participation of Indians in
the financial markets stands at 3% of the
entire population. Considering that India
has a greater population than most other
countries, a 3% participation might still be
considered good. However, if compared
with the participation percentages of
China which is at 13%, India’s participation
is still on the lower end.
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Financial Markets Participation:
A Long Journey Ahead

Participation in financial markets is
actually dependent on financial literacy.
According to an S&P survey, more than
75% of Indian adults do not adequately
understand basic financial concepts. It's
even worse when it comes to women.
More than 80% of women are financially
illiterate. However, the present condition
is not as dull as it looks. The de-mat
accounts in India are on the rise. More
people belonging to upper and lower-
middle-class backgrounds are choosing
asset classes that give variable returns.
The risk-taking ability of Indians is slowly
rising in proportion to the per capita
income of the economy.

Investor DMAT Accounts
[in Millions)

9 FY 20 Fril

FY 1B FY 1

FY 17

B lrvestor DMAT Accounts NSDL = Irvestor DMAT Accounts CDSL

One of the first few steps towards
improving the situation would be
awareness of the general public
about the registered intermediaries in
the financial markets. There are four

'
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major intermediaries that are directly
in connection to the public namely,
research analysts, investment advisors,
brokers, and portfolio managers. All of the
intermediaries are registered under SEBI
andhavealicensetoactasintermediaries
in the market. They have to follow strict
regulations and comply with all the norms
of SEBI. An increase in such intermediaries
would be an important step toward
improving financial participation.

SEBI conducts many workshops and
programs by utilizing the Investor
Education and Protection Fund (IEPF).
RBI conducts surveys and programs
for assessing the outreach of financial
incentives. Both efforts have a centralized
tendency and are very effective in a way.
A few decentralized means also need to
be employed wherein financial literacy is
not only restricted to the urban areas.

Financial Literacy has recently been

introduced as a subject for students of
class 1to class 8 in a few private schools.
This is a very welcoming step in educating
the children about the dos and don’ts
of finances. Such steps need to have a
wide outreach and application. Financial
Awareness programs by registered
intermediaries in various educational
institutes are one of the solutions sought
for.

After celebrating the 75th year of
Independence, we have finally reached
a level where our focus has now shifted
from poverty alleviation to financial
literacy and awareness. With the extent
of the population we have, improving
financial market participation is still a long
way to go. Considering the scope it has,
financial intermediaries, financial lawyers,
and all kinds of finance professionals are
upcoming career choices for the present
graduate and undergraduate students.

Get to Know Your Staff

Dr. Sunita Adhav - Associate Professor

Our Associate Professor, Sunita ma’am, possesses a unique talent for human
resource management, skilfully navigating the intricacies of team dynamics,
employee development, and organizational success. She strives for excellence
and her refined knowledge has contributed to her “Best Teacher Award”. If she
hadn’'t pursued a career in the legal field, she would have been drawn to the
noble profession of medicine, where her kind and caring nature would help
foster a positive environment for those in need of help. Describing herself in a
single word, she chooses “commitment,” reflecting her unwavering dedication,
determination, and loyalty, in both her personal and professional endeavours.
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Asst. Prof. Dr. Archana Lahoti
Faculty

She was very beautiful and stories of
her beauty started spreading across the
world. Sadashiv Malgujar, who was her
biological father heard of her heavenly
beauty and he insisted her mother,
Shyama to see Kanhopatra's dance.
Shyama tried to convince him that he is
her father but Sadashiv Malgujar, who was
blind with lust, refused to listen. He could
not be rejected and started troubling
Shyama and Kanhopatra, as a result of
which, both of them lost their wealth.

Now Shyama had no choice and nomeans
to survive, so she begged forgiveness
from Sadashiv Malgujar and accepted
to present Kanhopatra's dance in front of
him. Kanhopatra could not tolerate this.
For beautiful and intelligent Kanhopatra,
this situation seemed impossible. With the
help of an old maid servant, she changed
her attire and ran away from herhome and
joined group of pilgrims who were on their
way to Pandharpur. From these pilgrims,
she heard lot of stories about wealth,
beauty and other qualities of Lord Vitthala
and she fell in love with Lord Vithoba. She
decided to stay in Pandharpur for rest of
her life.

Kanhopatra served Lord Vithoba and out
of her love, she composed many abhangs
in praise of Lord Vithoba and she spent her
entire day serving Lord. Thus she became
a great devotee of the Lord Vithoba.

But destiny had something else in her

Saint Kanhopatra

mind. Sadashiv Malgujar, who was very
lusty, felt betrayed and tried to take
revenge. He praised about the beauty
of Kanhopatra to Muslim king of Bedar.
Hearing about the exceptional beauty
of Kanhopatra, the king became very
lusty and he sent his soldiers to capture
Kanhopatra, and to bring her to court. As
Kanhopatra heard this news, she became
a refugee in the temple of Lord Vithoba.
The king ordered his soldiers to captivate
her forcefully if she rejected the offer, and
face the consequences of refusal to obey
King's order. She pleaded for some time
from the soldiers to take darshan of Lord
Vithoba. She prayed to Lord Panduranga
to protect her. As a result of pure devotion
and prayer, Lord Vithoba allowed her to
merge in him and she breathed her last
breath at the lotus feet of Lord Vithoba. The
temple priest buried her near the south
entrance of the temple. A tree sprouted
from the site which is still into existence till
today.

Saint Kanhopatra was one of the greatest
devotees of Lord Vithoba. Her strong
devotion gave her liberation which is
impossible unless you have very pure
heart which is free from all vices. She
neither had a background of devotion, nor
had any guru, who would have guided her
for liberation, yet she achieved Moksha
because of her pure devotion. Thus, Saint
Kanhopatra became one of greatest
e
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devotees of Lord Vithoba like Jnandey, focused on the loving devotion towards
Muktai, Tukaram, etc. Entire humanity Lord Vithoba. This is the simplest path to

respects her for her devotion. attain Moksha and it is recommended for
Thus, Kanhopatra is a great example common man to follow, to purify his heart
of Devotional Path; a spiritual practice and attain salvation.

Students’ Corner

All The Bright Places by Jennifer Niven: Reviewed

All The Bright Places is a young-adult fiction written by Jennifer Niven. Though the book is a work of fiction
and involves romance, the driving force is the author’s personal experience. Numerous works of fiction
are titled towards a realistic approach to life and teach us morals and rights and wrongs, quite perfectly.
One such book is All The Bright Places, as its cover page says, “It is a story of a girl who learns to live from
a boy who wants to die.”
The character, Theodore Finch and Violet Markey are depictions of teenagers who had normal lives,
at least according to their families and society. Violet was a very social and happy girl until her sister
died in a car accident that she was a part of. The grief of losing her only sibling and the loneliness that
followed changed everything for her. She wanted an escape from this life, the people around her, and
from their fake pity, even her parents. This shows how people lacking empathy can lead a person to
simply hate the world. That stare of indifference and pity says it all.
Finch, on the other hand, was obsessed with death. He searched for every other fascinating way to die.
The reason? Nothing special. Just him being a little bit different from the world around him. So, Theodore
Finch, became “Theodore Freak”, a person to mock. On the outside, he was a carefree guy, undeterred
by their comments, but inside he was as broken as he can be. Whatever good happened to him was
somehow not enough to stop him from sinking into his world. He was too focused on the labels he got,
turning them into a stigma for his mental iliness.
Violet and Theodore's journey from friendship to love is based on the support they want from their family
and friends. An understanding easy to have and a bond easy to build. While Violet started seeing colors
in this world, Finch’s life started losing all its colour. Like he said, “You are all the colors in one, at full
brightness.”
Maybe he didn’t have a choice. He was defined by his illness but no one cared. His actions made Violet
see another aspect of life, and even though she lost him in the end, she found a new hope to live.
The biggest stigma of suicide is the “Survivor of Suicide”. People look at them as if they are criminals or
the wrong-doers. But no one tries to figure out what led them to this. This book is a heart-touching story
and most importantly, it teaches us that a simple act of mockery can affect sommeone much deeper
than intended.
People are scared to talk about losses and grief but with this book, | came to realize how important it
is to confront our pain and accept it. The book portrays the challenges and struggles that individuals
with mental health issues may face in a realistic and empathetic manner. It explores themes of mental
health, depression, and suicide with sensitivity and authenticity. Also, helping others in doing the same.
Hence, All The Bright Places is a book that | think everyone should read at least once to understand the
importance of such delicate matters. This book may be a little unnerving but it deals with the bitter truth
of society, revolving around two lost teenagers.

- Riya Upadhyay

15T LLB
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Adv. Raunak Rane
Alumnus

When was the last time you saw Stamp
Paper vendors sitting on the court
premises? Do you remember seeing fat
legal books with bookmarks of important
case laws?

These are some of the things that
technology has replaced over the years.
The technological storm has taken a new
avatar - ChatGPT. ChatGPT, the advanced
language model developed by OpenAl
has had a significant impact on the legal
profession in India. Lawyers in India have
traditionally relied on extensive research
and analysis to provide legal advice and
represent their clients in court. However,
with the advent of ChatGPT, lawyers
can now leverage the power of artificial
intelligence to streamline their research
and improve their efficiency.

The question that we need to ask
ourselves is “Are we ready?” There are
concerns among lawyers in India about
the impact that ChatGPT could have
on the legal profession. Some lawyers
worry that as ChatGPT becomes more
advanced and sophisticated, it could
replace human lawyers altogether. While
it's true that ChatGPT can perform many
of the tasks that lawyers traditionally
do, such as research and drafting,
it's important to remember that legal
practice is about more than just these
technical skills. Lawyers also need to be

ChatGPT and Advocacy

able to communicate effectively with
clients, understand their needs and goals
and provide sound judgment and advice
based on their experience and expertise.

The overall impact of ChatGPT on lawyers
in India is both significant and complex.
While it certainly has the potential to
streamline legal research and improve
efficiency, it also raises questions about
the future of the legal profession and the
role of a human lawyer in an increasingly
automated world. Here are some of the
threats that ChatGPT poses to the legal
field.

1. Job displacement: As ChatGPT
becomes more sophisticated, it can
replace humans in doing recurring and
routine tasks. This could lead to the
displacement of some lawyers and legal
professionals.

2. Security Concerns: Tools like
ChatGPT and other Al tools are vulnerable
to security breaches and cyberattacks.
If these tools are compromised, they
could potentially leak confidential legal
information, putting lawyers and their
clients at risk

3. EthicalConcerns: Theuse of ChatGPT
in the legal field raises ethical questions
about transparency, accountability, and
responsibility. Lawyers must ensure that
they are transparent with clients about

their use of these tools and that they are
e
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held accountable for any decisions made
based on ChatGPT recommendations.

4. Bias in Data: ChatGPT and other Al
tools rely on data to make decisions and
provide insights. However, there is a risk
that this data could be biased particularly
if the data sets used to train ChatGPT to
contain biases.

Recently Justice Anoop Chitkara of
The High Court of Punjab and Haryana
used ChatGPT to get legal criminal
jurisprudential clarity on *“cruelty” and
cited the source of this information in
the judgment. Let's look at some of the
qualities of a lawyer that no Al tool can
ever replace.

a. Judgement and Decision Making:
Decision-making ability comes from
experience, knowledge, and ethical
principles. While technology can provide
data and insights to inform these
decisions, ultimately it is up to the layer to
make the final call.

b. Empathy and Emotionalintelligence:
Lawyers work with clients who are going
through emotional turmoil. They can thus,
empathize and sympathize with the client
and apply emotional intelligence in their
arguments, which an Al can never do.

C. Interpersonal Skills: Effective
communication and convincing ability are
the key to the legal profession. They can
listen actively, negotiate and persuade in

variety of contexts, while technology can
assist with communication, ultimately it is
up to the lawyer to build relationships and
navigate complex social dynamics.

d. Creativity and Problem-solving:
Lawyers often encounter complex legal
issues but the ability to solve the problem
using various methods is a human
thing. Tech can only provide analytics,
probability and calculations but making
the choice of which path to take can never
be replaced.

e. Ethics and Professional
Responsibility: Lawyers are held to high
ethical and professional standards and
must uphold these standards in all their
work. This requires a strong sense of ethics
and personal integrity which cannot be
replaced by technology.

Hence, it's safe to say that, while
technology can be a powerful tool to
assist lawyers in their work, it cannot
replace the human qualities and skills
that are essential to the legal profession.
Lawyers must continue to cultivate these
qualities and skills to provide the highest
quality legal services to their clients. And
at the same time equip themselves to be
one with technology and use it for their
progress.

P.S. — The author did not use ChatGPT to
write this article. Allegedly.

Get to Know Your Staff

Dr. Aishwarya Yadav - Assistant Professor

As an esteemed assistant professor, Aishwarya ma’am brings her expertise and knowledge to our
academic environment. Her chosen book, “Amartya Sen’s Ideology of Justice,” reflects her intellectual
curiosity and engagement with profound philosophical concepts. When it comes to movies, “Mission
Mangal” stands as her favourite, inspiring her with its powerful storyline and portrayal of scientific
achievements. Dr. Yadav possesses exceptional talents in resource management, a skill that allows
her to effectively navigate and optimize available resources. Describing herself in a single word, she
aptly chooses “adaptable,” aligning perfectly with her talents and emphasizing her ability to adjust
and thrive in various circumstances. If not for her current profession, she reveals that she would have
pursued a career in medicine, driven by a deep-rooted desire to serve others.
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Adyv. Pranjali Bawane
Alumnus

Introduction

Cloud computing is a set of software
services on the Internet that provides
remote data storehouse and online
operationsonremotevirtualwaiters.ltoffers
benefits such as increased storehouse
capacity and calculating power with
minimum investment. Organizations and
businesses transmit information to the
cloud, and the Indian request for cloud
computing is vibrant. However, there are
pitfalls of data attacks in the environment
of data security and sequestration. This
exploration paper focuses on the analysis
of cloud computing service, types of
delivery and the attacks that may arise,
and the legal control medium in India
to alleviate the challenges. This article
highlights the use of cloud computing
as part of the digitization of the legal
profession, as well as Case Lines, a cloud-
computing software that is becoming
increasingly popular for conducting court
online. Cloud computing is a concept
that includes internet software services,
and cloud builders and makers have
made huge progress in recent times
by giving offers and causing increases
in storage capacity and computing
power with minimum investment. The
Indian demand for cloud computing is
veritably vibrant and consists of all kinds
of deals taking place at a huge rate. This

Emerging Trends and Issues Related to Cloud Computing in

India:

Time to Re-look at Implementations of Laws Regarding

Cybersecurity

exploration paper is grounded on the
cloud computing services and types of
cyber-attacks faced by the general public
and suggests applicable suggestions for
the range position of cloud computing.
Cloud computing has revolutionized
the way we store, process, and access
data and paved the way for many new
technologies and businesses. Cloud
computing has many benefits, from
decreased costs and agility to increased
creativity and innovation. India has been
a major player in the cloud computing
revolution since 2002, with Infosys, Wipro,
and Tata Consultancy Services adopting
the technology.

The nature of cloud computing in India
includes:

Delivery of computing resources, storage
and services over the internet; pay-
per-use or subscription-based models
Increased accessibility and scalability of IT
resources. The scope of cloud computing
in India is broad and covers various
industries such as finance, healthcare,
education, retail, and government. It
has brought about significant benefits
for businesses, such as reduced costs,
improved efficiency, and increased agility.
However, concerns about security, data
privacy, and vendor lock-in still exist and

need to be addressed to further increase
@)
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adoption.

The scope of cloud computing issues in
India includes:
Adoptionandimplementation: Addressing
the challenges of implementing cloud
computing solutions within organizations,
such as compatibility with legacy
systems and integration with existing IT
infrastructure.
Training and skills: Ensuring that IT
professionals have the necessary skills
to manage and utilize cloud computing
services effectively.
Cost management: Managing cloud
computing costs and ensuring that they
are in line with organizational budgets.
Network connectivity: Ensuring that the
network infrastructure is robust enough to
support the demands of cloud computing.
Cloud service providers: Ensuring that
cloud service providers operate in d
transparent and responsible manner, with
clear and fair contracts and service level
agreements.
As a cloud is a collective form of many
water vapor molecules and is not a
stationary body as it keeps on changing
its position, this technology is somewhat
similar. It is formed out of many different
networks or users and is not a stationary
body; it is accessible at different places by
different people. Thus, it is named “cloud
computing”.
On the path to success, security is
considered a significant handicap
for cloud computing. Utmost security
problems stem from loss of control, lack
of trust, and multi-tenancy. The customer
will not have control of data, processes,
and services (loss of control), which is
an important thing in terms of security.
Another pointis,canthe customer trustthe
third party (lack of trust) who maintains
all the non-public and private data? The
cloud will be used by more than one client
(multi-tenancy), and will the data in the
cloud be secured? These issues are far

more common in third-party operation
models.

In a cloud computing terrain, there
are three sensitive countries within the
functional environment. The emission of
non-publicly sensitive data to the cloud
the emission of data from the cloud
server to the customer’'s computer and
the storehouse of non-public data in
the cloud server that are distant and not
possessed by the customer Consumers
always perceive that he is losing control
when he gives the data, the software,
and other effects to a third party. This is
because all the data, operations, and
coffers are located with the provider, and
the provider maintains the stoner identity
operation.

The consumer does not have the final
say in whether the control that you have
given to the third party is maintained or
not. The consumer relies on the provider
for data security, sequestration, resource
availability, data security, etc. The
consumers do not know whether the third
party can access or change the data in
the consumer’s absence. Trust is a fresh
complication that escalates the difficulty
for security enterprises to exercise cloud
services since it is directly associated
with the authenticity and credibility of the
service provider.

Basic Concept of Cloud Computing -
Not all clouds are safe, and not one type
of cloud computing is right for everyone.
Several different modes, types, and
services evolved to help offer the right
solution for your needs. First, you need to
determine the type of cloud deployment,
or cloud computing architecture, that
your cloud services will be implemented
on. There are four different ways to deploy
cloud services: on a public cloud, a private
cloud, a hybrid cloud, and a community
cloud.

There are the following 4 types of cloud
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that you can deploy according to the
organization’s needs-

Public Cloud: - The public cloud publicly
stores and accesses information via
the Internet using the pay-per-usage
methods of the public cloud, the
computing resources are managed and
operated by the Cloud Service Provider

(CSP). Example: Ama Examples tic
Compute Cloud (EC2), IBM Smart Cloud
Enterprise, Microsoft, Google App Engine,
Windows Ander vices Platform.

Private Cloud: - A private Cloud is also
known as an internal cloud or corporate
cloud. It is used by organizations to build
and manage their downtown matters
really or by the third party. A private cloud
refers to cloud computing resources
used exclusively by a single business
or organization. A private cloud can be
physically located in the company’'s on-
site data centre. A private cloud is one in
which the services and infrastructure are
maintained on a private network.

Hybrid Cloud: - A hybrid Cloud is a
combination of the public cloud and the
private cloud. we can say: Hybrid Cloud
= Public Cloud + Private Cloud Hybridists
are partially secure because the services
which are running on the public cloud can
be accessed by anyone, while the services
which are running on a private cloud can
be accessed only by the organization’s
users.

Community Cloud: Community
cloud allows systems and services to
be accessible by a group of several
organizations to share information
between the organization and a specific
community. It is owned, managed, and
operated by one or more organizations
in the community, a third party, or a
combination of them.

Cloud service models Most cloud
computing services fall into three broad
categories: infrastructure as a service
(laaS), platform as a service (Paas),
serverless, and software as a service

(SaaS). These are sometimes called the
cloud computing stack because they build
on top of one another. Knowing what they
are and how they are different makes it
easier to accomplish your business goals.
Software as a service Saas - Software as a
service is a method for delivering software
applications over the Internet, on-
demand, and typically on a subscription
basis. With SaasS, cloud providers host
and manage the software application
and underlying infrastructure and handle
any maintenance, like software upgrades
and security patching. Users connect to
the application over the Internet, usually
with a web browser on their phone, tablet,
or PC. SaaS enables engineers to access
applications in the cloud and use them
on any device. It is a cost-effective and
convenient way to access software and
services from any location, on any device.
Platform as a service -Platform as a
service refers to cloud computing services
that supply an on-demand environment
for developing, testing, delivering, and
managing software applications. Paas is
designed to make it easier for developers
to quickly create web or mobile apps,
without worrying about setting up or
managing the underlying infrastructure of
servers, storage, network, k,and databases
needed for development. Paas provides a
platform to develop, deploy, and manage
applications without the need to build
an underlying infrastructure. Engineers
can use PaaS to create and deploy
applications to a cloud environment. (1)

Cloud services provide organizations
with on-demand computing resources, a
wide range of applications and services,
a higher level of security, and access to
a global platform, allowing them to reach
customers from any corner of the world.

Security Concerns in Cloud computing
Cloud computing has revolutionized the
way organizations store and manage

their data, but there are security concerns
')
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that should be addressed. The main
security concern is the privacy of dataq,
which requires a high degree of security
to prevent unauthorized access and
malicious attacks. Data is hosted and
managed by a third-party provider, and
theremaybedifferentlawsandregulations
in different countries. Additionally, cloud
computing can be vulnerable to DDoS
attacks and data breach attacks. (2)

To ensure the security of data stored in the
cloud, organizations should utilize strong
authentication  protocols, encryption
technologies, and regular security audits.
By taking these measures, organizations
can minimize the risks associated with
cloud computing and maximize the
protection of their data. Cloud computing
security is one of the biggest reservations
companies have about making the move
to the cloud. To mitigate the risk of cyber-
attacks, (3) businessesshouldcheckforthe
five key features of a strong cybersecurity
solution: a top-of-the line perimeter
firewall, intrusion detection systems
with event logging, internal firewalls for
individual applications, and data-at-
rest encryption. Additionally, businesses
should consider using a tier IV data centre
to protect their cloud infrastructure from
physical attacks. Cloud security methods
include multifactor authentication, using
strong passwords, permission sharing,
and installation of antivirus software.
Backing up your data is another essential
cloud computing security measure.

Need of Implementations of Laws in India:
Existing laws relating to data protection:

The Supreme Court of India has held that
right to privacy is a fundamental right,
derived from rights enumerated in Article
19(1)(a) and Article 21 of The Constitution
of India. The Information Technology Act,
2000 explicitly provides penalties for the
breach of data and privacy of private
individuals in the domain of computers
and technology. Data protection and data

privacy are covered under it. Section 43
of the Act deals with civil liability in case
of harm to computer, computer system,
data protection and data tampering.
The Information Technology Act, 2000, IT
Privacy Rules, 2011, (4) and Information
Technology (Intermediaries guidelines)
Rules, 2011 provide for the collection
and transfer of sensitive and personal
information, as well as reasonable security
practices and procedures.

An intermediary can be held liable if it
has not originated the information, has
target the audience, or has altered the
information and is merely transmitting the
information. The Information Technology
Act, 2000 states that intermediaries are
liable for any no feasible elements where
there has been a loss occurred to any
person or entity due to their indulgence.
The issue of jurisdiction is also an issue
under cloud computing, as multiple
countries would be in conflict in case of
any issue. The government of India has
introduced Personal Data Protection Bill,
which does not regulate entities outside
India that process information of Indian
citizens outside India, as the Committee
felt this will encroach on the jurisdiction of
other States.

Reflections:

There is a lot of room for improvement in
the technology laws India is making data
protection laws safer and more reliable.
In The (7) US Supreme Court said in a
recent decision “[The service provider]
fulfils the obligations set forth in this
chapter record, copy or publish any wire
or electronic content communications
and any documents or other information
relating to the customer to the customerin
the possession, custody or control of such
service provider, regardless of whether
such communication, record or other
information contains or outside the United
States.” The issue arose out of a question
that arose in the court of second instance
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circuit; who asked about accessing saved
emails content of one defendant; who
was charged with a drug crime in things.
(5) The judge issues a 2703 order asking
Microsoft the company discloses the
content of some emails to the government
account and all other information
related to that account. Answer Microsoft
responded to this court promise; content
that has at the request of the court, stored
on servers located in Dublin, Ireland and
not currently owned, held or controlled by
the Company. Therefore, we discuss the
relevant provisions in The Clarifying Lawful
OverseasAccesstoDataAct,2018;thecourt
made an express statement that; be a
service The service provider is responsible
for such facilitation information if the
decision mechanism requires it. But let's
map it out Analogy of the Court of the
Second Circuit of the United States to
the Court of India circumstance; it is very
unanswered under IT Act 2000.(6) Liability
the number of brokers is large, although
they are based in India so far it is unlikely
to get relevant information from the cloud
instead of what is available the contract
between the service provider and the
service provider customer in addition, the
decision of the Supreme Court of India
in the case of K S Puttuswamy plays a
dominant role in making privacy an issue
the state is part of the fundamental rights
system. Therefore, instead of prevailing
conditions and ambiguity the regulation
of clouds in the existing field of law,
following concerns can be investigated
e.g., Establishment of strict liability of
the service provider: Applicable laws
information, even if it regulates the way
the information is retrieved individual
ways to store, transfer or transfer it to a
third party. However, in case of violation
of the law, a stricter responsibility should
be established service provider Stricter
standards should also be established
the service provider takes the data and
protects it.

Agreements: The agreements under
which you generally agree to use A service
provider’'s service is usually in the form
of a standard contract with which the
user must agree to the terms of service
provider and has no bargaining power.

User must be they have some bargaining
power they could regulate conditions
or contracts should be the user takes
note and is not always a friendly service
provider.

Awareness: People should be aware of

the problem using the cloud and how to
secure your data in the cloud. Because
the sudden increase of technology, would
be awareness between people about
information security and ways to keep
information safe. The user must also
familiarize himself with the terms and
conditions of the service provider before
you agree to use the services of the
service provider.
Amendment of Laws: Laws should be
amended to regulate them available data
from the virtual world. All previous laws
should be changed in the light of recent
technological developments. Jurisdiction
inthe case crimeinthe virtual world should
be explained because there are no clear
laws in relation to jurisdiction. Current IT
laws should also be amended increase
and punish consumer-friendliness
obligations of the service provider.

Conclusion:

With the development of technology, the
status of ‘data’ is continuously changing,
andduetocloudcomputing,itisbecoming
a subject of “property, economic, and
privacy” rights for every individual. To
protect the data, steps should be taken
by the government and the technology
industry to make it secure and to punish
the individual in case of trespassing on
data. The concept of privacy differs from
one country to another, but technology
affects every individual in the same way,

irrespective of country. In Indig, there is
'
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no explicit enumeration of ‘privacy’ as
a concept under any of the legislative
frameworks, but it has been derived
by judicial decisions in different cases
and is enshrined under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India. As the dissemination
of data is not restricted to one country,
the difference in privacy laws between
countries may affect the entire process,
and therefore, there is a need for a
standard form of law relating to privacy.
Additionally, the laws that are enacted
in India do not consider technological
advancements and need to be amended
inthatcontext. Theinformationtechnology
lows of India need to be updated too,
and more strict liability should be fixed
on service providers or having security
measures.
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Digital Inheritance

Gerald Cotten, the owner of Canada'’s
largest cryptocurrency exchange,
Quadriga, has left thousands of investors
concerned. His death though has left the
security and legal experts even more
concerned and scrambling for answers.
Gerald Cotten was the only person who
had the password to access the $145
million in bitcoin and other digital assets,
which were maintained in safe custody by
Quadriga and held in trust for over 100,000
investors.

Unless investigators can crack the code
and retrieve the protected data, the $145
million will be as good as down the drain.
This case highlights one of numerous
issues and questions, particularly the
issue of digital inheritance.

WHAT IS A DIGITAL ASSET?

Going back a little and understanding
the concept of a digital asset, A digital
asset may be thought of as everything
that exists in digital format and is
accompanied by the rights of ownership,
usage, and legal control. This is the most
straightforward meaning of the term. You
will most likely be asking yourself, “Are
digital assets property?”

The answer is unequivocally “yes.” When
its owners have rights to exercise control
over the assets, digital assets might be

Transforming India:

Towards a Digital Landscape

considered property (to sell, exchange,
transfer, donate, destroy, etc.).

This raises the question of whether or not
digital assets may be inherited, given that
they can be sold, swapped, transferred,
donated, and so on. As our everyday lives
become more digitalized, it is only natural
that a growing number of our assets
follow suit.

Through the internet, we are able to
conduct financial transactions, make
investment decisions, and keep in touch
with friends and family. This raises the
increasingly pressing issue of what
happens to our digital identities after we
die. Beneficiaries get digital media in the
form of rights and digital assets with a
knowledge of the rights that exist with the
beneficiaries through the process of digital
inheritance following the decedent’s
death. Due to the relative novelty of the
idea of digital inheritance, comprehensive
legal frameworks for dealing with issues
after our deaths have not yet been
developed. That's why it's the websites’
responsibility to regulate user behavior.
Hopefully, governments throughout the
world will address the pressing problem of
digital inheritance with a complete legal
framework in the near future.

Investing in bitcoins and purchasing
domain names on which to run personal
blogs are both examples of digital assets.
e
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People’s long-term financial plans seldom
take into account these assets, despite
the fact that they are quite common.
Because of this, the concept of leaving
one’s digitallegacy to one’s heirs is quickly
becoming a highly significant aspect of
estate planning.

CURRENT LEGAL SITUATION OF DIGITAL
ASSETS.

Historically, ~—only  moveable and
immovable assets are taken into account
when determining an inheritance or when
drafting a will. In many cases, intangible
moveable property like intellectual
property is also taken into account. The
disposition of digital assets or property
upon death is not being taken into
account, possibly due to the absence of
an enabling law in India.

In most nations, including India, there
are no hard and fast rules about what
happens to digital assets after death.
This is due to the fact that neither current
nor proposed legislation defines “digital
estate,” which might encompass things
like online accounts, debts,andintellectual
property rights.

There is a noticeable difference between
ownership and the right to use (for
software, and music, film, books stored
digitally). In this case, the user's digital
estate consists solely of the user’s original
digital data, which may be kept on a
medium provided by the service provider.

The Information Technology Act
classifies data or information as a
valuable asset and offers legal remedies
including compensation or criminal
sanctions in the event that the data is
accessed, copied, or altered without
authorization. As the Act acknowledges
that data is a kind of intangible property,
it is inheritable, transferable, and
assignable. Email accounts, social media
accounts like Facebook, Instagram, and
LinkedIn, websites or blogs, passwords,
cryptocurrency, and domain names are

just a few examples of what are generally
considered to be digital assets.

INDIA’'S CURRENT STATUS AND OTHER
JUDGEMENTS.

The German Supreme Court has issued
a landmark judgement on digital rights
after death by ordering Facebook to give a
grieving mother access to her daughter’s
account. “From an inheritance law view,
there is no reason to treat digital content
differently,” the ruling said.

According to one of the country’s leading
cyber law experts, “when someone dies
leaving behind his email and social media
accounts, the same constitutes moveable
property and that being so, any successor
of the concerned individual can claim
right to access the same.”

In contrast, the Indian cyber law has not
even touched upon, much alone dwelt on
the complexities of, the subject of one’s
digital existence after death. The German
judgmenthas providedjusticetoagrieving
woman, but the Indian cyber law has not
done so. “It is important to point out that
Indiadoes nothave aspecificlegislationon
digital inheritance, which is undoubtedly
problematic considering the rising usage
of digital data and dependence on it by
Indians."The judgement in Germany has
made it possible for other nations to take
notice and begin drafting legislation that
addresses the issue of digital inheritance.

WHATHAPPENS TODIGITALASSETS AFTER
ONE’S DEATH AND WHAT YOU SHOULD DO?

What happens to these digital
possessions when you pass away is the
question, then. Can you incorporate
these digital assets as part of your digital
inheritance in your will? Online accounts
may have emotional value to some, but
they are likely to be lucrative to hackers,
fraudsters, and trolls who would like to
assume your identity, sell yourinformation,
or use your account to conduct attacks
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against other Internet users, such as your
online friends. Neglecting to include our
internet accounts in our wills may lead
to complications in the future, as this
leaves the accounts exposed to abuse.
An individual’s digital legacy may be just
as significant as their material legacy. If
online profiles are featured extensively
on particular social media platforms or
investment websites, then such profiles
might be worth anything at any time in
the present or future.

People need to give some thought to
the management of their email accounts,
online investments, social media handles,
and other online identifiers in the future. If
this does not occur, these assets, together
with any monies or memories that they
contain, stand a possibility of being lost
online; in addition, the opportunity to pass
them along to members of one’'s own
family or circle of friends would be gone
as well. As long as you take the necessary
measures to incorporate them into your
will, digital assets may be handled just like
any other type of personal property wheniit
comes to estate planning. Unfortunately, it
is all too frequent for individuals to neglect
to share information that may enable
loved ones to access to particular digital
assets. Those loved ones may then be
unable to access such assets. This might
result in the loss of private information or
images, and in certain instances, more
monies that could have been handed
down to subsequent generations.

It is becoming increasingly crucial to
indicate in your Estate Plan how digital
assets will be dealt with as the prevalence
of these assets continues to rise. This
necessitates the inclusion of a list of
digital assets, instructions on how access
should be granted to beneficiaries, and a
description of how the assets should be
transferred. Throughout the process of
estate planning, it is sometimes advised
to take down crucial account information
and passwords for loved ones to assist

smooth this procedure in the future. This is
done to help prevent future complications
(especially the access keys to any
cryptocurrency).

Concerns regarding one's personal
privacy are raised whenever digital assets
are traded. After all, it's possible that you
don't want some members of your family
to have access to your email or social
media accounts. In situations like these,
it is of the utmost importance to figure
out who it is safe to provide account
information to. You can even reveadl in
your Estate Plan the assets that you do
not want to be open to the public after
your passing away if you so want.

Whenitcomestopreparinganinheritance
using cryptocurrency or bitcoin, having
the appropriate documentation is vital.
In the same way that you would do so
with actual assets, you want to ensure
that ownership can be transferred to your
beneficiary in an uncomplicated manner.
The laws are being updated to account
for the quick rise in popularity that these
investments have seen in recent times.

Major platforms for social media and
online services, such as Google, Facebook,
and Twitter, do provide some assistance
in recovering the accounts of their users
after they have passed away. Yet, there
is a possibility that the candidate will not
have complete authority to manage the
inherited account(s).

For instance, Facebook users are given
the option to select a “legacy contact”
who would be responsible for managing
their accounts after they have passed
away. However, the candidate may only
make changes to the profile and cover
photo, as well as pin one post (such as
an announcement of the death or funeral
arrangements), and add pinned posts.
The legacy contact is unable to connect
into the account, see messages, add or
delete friends, or make changes to their
friend groups.

An additional feature offered by Google
'
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is called “inactive account manager,” and
itenables users to choose or add areliable
contact who, after a certain amount of
time has passed since the account has
been used, can view the information
contained inside the account. Once a
certain length of time has passed during
which an account has not been used,
Google will send a message regarding
the account to the trusted contact. If the
user has indicated that she wishes to
share data with a trusted contact of hers,
then Google will provide informationin the
notification email on the data that may
be viewed by the nominee. Twitter, on the
other hand, permits only the user’s legal
successor to delete the account; no one
else is permitted to do so.

In fact, it is a crime in the United States
to break into another person’s electronic
property, including their email, social
media, and other internet accounts.

In addition, the user’s service agreement
with a number of providers may prevent
the user from revealing or providing
access to the user’'s account information.

This means that unless you have
established a thorough plan and
communicated the information with your
heirs beforehand, they may never be able
to access your digital assets. But, even
if you specify instructions in a will, your
nominee or successor may be unable to
access the whole amount of your account.

Governments should heed this call
and propose laws to make it simple for
consumerstoleave their digitalassetsand
estates to heirs or a person or individuals
of their choosing. Making preparations for

the disposal of digital assets after death
is just as essential as making plans for
the disposal of immovable property and
moveable property such as money resting
in bank accounts, stocks and shares, and
mutual funds. This will ensure that the
legal heirs or beneficiaries may utilize the
digital asset in accordance with the Will
and the desires of the person who has
passed away, preventing it from being
squandered or exploited in any way. It
is also important to make provisions in
one’s will for the disposal of digital assets,
and furthermore to modify the data and
privacy settings on third-party websites
according to one's preferences.

It's all in the details, considering how far
the deceased person’s digital mark and
presence stretches into cyberspace is
crucial. The incorporation of your online
account information into your estate
planning process is crucial. If you don't
take the proper precautions, your friends,
family, and even your executors may be
unable to access your online accounts,
retrieve your photos and videos, or
communicate with you after your death.
More daring crimes, such using a victim'’s
personal information to perpetrate fraud
or theft after their death, might result from
this.

Perhaps the fact that Gerald Cotten may
have passed away while in possession of
a password worth $145 million will teach
us to be more cautious in the future. So, it
is time to start thinking about your assets,
whether you do it with the help of a lawyer
or blockchain technology. What do you
plan to do next?
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India is a developing country and
technology plays a vital role in the
progress of its citizens. Technology has
been proving itself to be quite essential
for the sustainability of the youth of our
country. Colleges are filled with young
adults with the dream to work and gain
experience in the IT Sector, but what if we
look at technology not only as a means for
earning but as a whole including the good
and the bad? The question stands, “What
could be wrong with the technological
advancements of our country?”, | could
give you the answer right now or you
could form your own opinion by the end
of this article.

Our constitution gives us many rights
such as the right to life, freedom of speech
and expression, freedom of religion, and
equality before the law are some of the
fundamental rights. We enjoy the right to
freedom of speech but what if that speech
is causing someone emotional damage
through technology, via the internet, the
mail, or social media and it is out there
for the whole world to see? Would it even
be considered a crime or just freedom of
speech?

To ensure justice for all, our country has
taken multiple steps for the protection of
the individual engaging with technology.
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, have been in place to protect

India’s Technological Advancements:
“The Constitutional Conundrum”

the rights provided by the Constitution. A
statement that is included in freedom of
speech or violates the IT Act’s rules by the
use of technology is determined under
these rules.

These rights protect us from the
individuals of our country but what if the
violation of these rights is caused by a
government defect through technology?
This issue was seen in the case of the
Aadhaar Data Breach, in 2018, when
a breach was caused by a flaw in the
system’s security design that caused
a way for hackers to access the data.
The right to privacy was violated as the
personal information of the citizens of our
country was exposed.

The problem of data privacy is one
of the major issues that emerge from
the confluence of technology and
constitutional rights in India. Concerns
regarding the misuse of personal data
have been due to the absence of a
comprehensive data protection law. The
risks of gathering and storing enormous
amounts of personal data were brought
to light by the Aadhar data leak, which
revealed the private information of over a
billion individuals.

The General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), is a privacy and security law that
represents the European data protection
and privacy model. This law came into
force on May 25, 2018. GDPR safeguards
e
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victims whose right to privacy has been
violated by imposing severe punishments.
The law applies to all who have been
involved in any kind of transaction (goods
or services), which includes the personal
data of the EU subject. Personal data,
data processing, and data subject are
some of the definitions that have been
discussed in the GDPR. People’s privacy
rights are also thoroughly explained [in
the aforementioned regulation].

Just as all laws have some advantages
and drawbacks, so does GDPR. The GDPR
gives individuals greater control over their
personal data, requires organizations to
be transparent about their data collection
and processing practices, and includes
significant fines for organizations that
violate its provisions. However, the GDPR’s
detailed requirements and strict penalties
can be challenging for organizations to
navigate, and inconsistent enforcement
can lead to confusion.

In India, the Personal Data Protection
Bill (PDPB) is proving to be a significant
step toward enhancing data protection
and privacy in the country. However, the

scope and exemptions of the bill are
somewhat ambiguous, and the definitions
of certain terms like “sensitive personal
data” and “critical personal data” could
be kept open to interpretation, making it
difficult for organizations to understand
their obligations. To improve the PDPB,
clearer definitions of key terms, a more
precise scope, and greater transparency
from the government regarding its data
collection and processing activities could
be implemented.

Despite these challenges, several
opportunities arise from the intersection
of technology and constitutional rights in
India. Al can be used to improve access
to justice by streamlining court processes
and providing better legal aid. Similarly,
the use of blockchain technology can
increase transparency and accountability
in governance. To strike a balance
between technological advancements
and the protection of constitutional rights,
India needs to develop comprehensive
data protection laws to secure the users
of hi-tech technology.

Get to Know Your Staff

Dr. Archana Lahoti — Assistant Professor

Archana ma'am’s book of choice is “The Art of Studying & Teaching Scriptures” by
Gauranga Darshan Das, which talks about the intricacies of studying and imparting
spiritual knowledge and guiding individuals on their spiritual journey. When it
comes to movies, she holds a special admiration for “Rocketry - The Nambi Effect,”
that tells the inspiring story of the great scientist, Nambi Narayanan. Archana
ma’am possesses a profound and unique talent for spirituality, delving deep into
the realms of introspection, mindfulness, and connecting with one’s inner self. Her
dream profession lies in entrepreneurship, where she envisions herself creating and
nurturing innovative ventures, making a meaningful impact on society
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According to the recent country-
level digital competitiveness rankings
worldwide, as of 2022 - India’s rank 44
out of 63 countries produced by the IMD
World Competitiveness Center, measures
the capacity and readiness of 63
economies to adopt and explore digital
technologies as a key driver for economic
transformation in business, government
and wider society.

India being a country with one of the
largest populations and with an added
advantage of the young population,
establishes the need for the robust digital
governance in supplement with the
strong competition law in the country.
Digital transformation, which was already
a critical strategic initiative for the public
as well as private organisations, has
taken on heightened importance in the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Digital
transformation marks a radical rethinking
of how organisations use technology
and processes to change business
performance fundamentally. The road
towards digitalisation isn't always a
smooth one. India, being the one of
the largest countries democratically,
demographically and geographically
faces a huge challenge in the application

Convergence of Digital Laws
in Light with Competition Law

efficient use of technology and digital
laws paves the path for the protection
of consumers and competitors in the
market through the introduction of
competition law. India, with the power
of strong consumer base and market
innovations attracts the competition
from all around the world to advantage
their position. Competition Law is an
important instrument in the regulatory
framework governing digital sector. The
phenomenal growth in digital markets
in recent years has brought with it the
attendant complexities in enforcement
and the newer challenges for Anti-Trust
Agencies. In many respects, the digital
technologies/platforms have improved
and simplified our lives as consumers,
but as competition authorities/regulators,
it has brought greater challenges which
their power and market structures
pose to the consumers and the other
market participants, particularly those
who deal with them in some connected
downstream/other market.

“True economic freedom cannot exist
without effective Competition and
Investment Regime”. To achieve this
objective Government of Indian enacted
the competition Act, 2002, which prohibits

of digitalisation to empower its citizens anti-competitive agreements, abuse
and for overall economic development. of dominant position and regulates
The link between the effective and combinations.
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The Parlioment of India passed the
Competition Act, 2002 on January 13,
2003, which repealed the Monopolies
and Restrictive Trade Practices Act,
1969. It came into force on March 3lst,
2003. The Competition Act, 2002 was
changed twice after its enactment, with
the Competition (Amendment) Act, 2007
and the Competition (Amendment) Act,
2009. It was a result of India’s drive for
globalisation and economic liberalisation.
The primary goal of the Act is to control
the anti-competitive behaviour of a firm
or company that has a negative impact
on competition in India’s market. It was
introduced to avoid behaviours that
have an Appreciable Adverse Effect on
Competition (AAEC). The goal of the
Competition Act, 2002 is to develop and
preserve an open, just, competitive, and
creative environment that will protect the
interests of consumers and foster long-
term economic progress in the nation.
Furthermore, the Act seeks to encourage
and maintain  market competition,
safeguard the interests of consumers,
and safeguard market freedom in our
country. The Competition Act, 2002, was
adopted in India to achieve the dual goals
of regulating anti-competitive conduct
and lending support to the agreements
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO).
The Act also establishes the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) as a market
controller for stopping and controlling
anti-competitive behaviour in the country.
It also establishes the Competition
Appellate Tribunal (COMPAT), a quasi-
judicial authority formed to listen to and
decide on appeals against any direction
issued or decision taken by the CCI.

Under the Competition Act, Anti-
Competitive  Agreement  Prohibition:
Section 3(1) states that any agreement
for goods or services which has
an appreciable adverse effect on
competition in India is prohibited. These

kinds of agreements are known as
anti-competitive = agreements.  Anti-
Competitive Agreements if entered into
shall be void. While the anti-competitive
agreements of tying, exclusivity, refuse
to deal and resale price maintenance
increases the effect of distortion of the
market when secured with abuse of
dominance in Section 4 of the Act.

In India, CCl have received cases
concerningallegationsofanti-competitive
practices by the e-marketplace platforms
(against Amazon and Flipkart), online
search engine (Google), online cab
aggregators (UBER and OLA), online
travel agents (MakeMyTrip and OYO),
online food delivery apps (Swiggy),
instant messaging apps (WhatsApp),
etc. Some of these cases were closed at
the initial stage as the incumbent tech
players either lacked dominance or the
conduct was not shown or found to be
anti-competitive. Some of the cases are
under investigation based on the prima
facie opinion of the Commission and the
final decision post investigation is yet to
be taken in such cases.

Recently, The Competition Commission
of India (Commission) has imposed a
penalty of Rs. 1,337.76 crore on Google for
abusing its dominant position in multiple
markets in the Android Mobile device
ecosystem, apart from issuing cease and
desist order. The CCl also directed Google
to modify its conduct within a defined
timeline.

With the evolution of digital markets
greater need arises for the protection
of consumers ensuring the competition
in the market. The strife between the
stakeholders continue to address the
major problems to be dealt with in the
law. One of the cases of violation were
acknowledging the importance of product
design, the CCI exhibited a self-imposed
regulatory forbearance from scrutinizing
product designs in ascertaining anti-trust
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violations in Google Search Bias cases'.
CClI noted in its order that product design
is an important and integral dimension of
competition and any undue intervention
in designs may affect legitimate product
improvements. CCI also highlighted
the importance of targeted and
proportionate public intervention in digital
space due to fast changing innovation
cycles disrupting and reshuffling long-
established  positions. CCI  further
highlighted the special obligations
expected of dominant undertakings by
noting that Google, being the gateway to
the internet for a vast majority of internet
users due to its dominance in the online
web search market, is under an obligation
to discharge its special responsibility.
Further, emphasizing the power of Big
Data, CCl noted inits order that rise of new
business models based on collection and
processing of Big Data is currently shaping
the world. With the development of data
mining and machine learning, businesses
are able to offer innovative, high-quality
and customised products and services
at low or even zero prices, with great
gains for consumers. At the same time,
it cannot be denied that the benefits of
providing Big Data do not come without
a cost. Consumers may be increasingly
facing a loss of control over their data
and are exposed to intrusive advertising
and behavioural discrimination. Also, the
other market participants may find the
possession of bid data by a dominant
incumbent to be creating insurmountable
entry barriers?

Another problem of delineating the
present relevant market, especially in
digital markets, keeping in view the factual

matrix of each case. CCl received its first
case against an e-marketplace in the
year 2014 against ‘Snapdeal®, an Indian
e-commerce company, the online and
the offline markets were considered to be
different channels of distribution of the
same product and were not considered as
two different relevant markets. There was
an initiation of the idea of online channel
being a relevant market in itself seen in
the famous brick and mortar case* where,
against various e-commerce companies
alleging anti-competitive impact arising
out of the ‘exclusive agreements’ between
e-commerce websites and sellers for
selling selected products exclusively on
the selected portals to the exclusion of
other e-portals or physical channels or
through any other physical channel. With
the evolution of e-marketplaces as a
prominent mode of business transactions
andshopping,the Commissionresponded
in a dynamic and nimble way in its
subsequent interventions and calibrated
market delineations accordingly and,
where found appropriate, considered
e-marketplaces to be falling in a
separate market, distinct from the offline
marketplaces.

Another major issue addressed by the
CCI in digital markets is of leveraging’,
challenge for the regulators in digital
markets is to suitably mold the remedies
so that the platforms or gatekeepers do
not abuse or leverage their market power
to enter into or protect their position of
strength in the other associated verticals.
In digital landscape the theories of harm
need to be augmented by pertaining
innovations, data, security, privacy,
right to choose and market entries that

1 Matrimony.com Limited Vs. Google LLC & Others and Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) Vs.

Google LLC & Others, CCI, Case No. 07 & 30 of 2012
2

3
4
5

ABUSE OF DOMINANCE IN DIGITAL MARKETS - Contribution from Indig, report by OECD

Ashish Ahuja v. Snapdeal.com and SanDisk Corporation, Case No. 17 of 2014

Mohit Manglani vs. Flipkart & ors, CCl, Case No. 80 of 2014

Mcx Stock Exchange Ltd. & Ors vs National Stock Exchange Of India, CCl, Case No. 13 of 2009
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shape the digital competition landscape,
instead of focusing only on price effects.
The top digital platforms/companies,
namely Google, Amazon, Uber, Facebook
etc. offer perfect example of how the
traditional consumer welfare framework
in antitrust that primarily looks at price
and output, may fail to capture forms of
market power and effects on both/multi
sides that should be relevant to antitrust.

Another important case® which was
directed to be investigation in the year
2019 was against Amazon and Flipkart,
domesticallybrede-marketplace,wherein
it was alleged that these marketplaces
through vertical arrangements with their
respective ‘preferred sellers’ are leading to
foreclosure of other non-preferred traders
or sellers from these online marketplaces.
Though the Commission did not find
any of the e-marketplaces dominant
in the relevant market, the Commission
examined the allegations under Section
3(4) of the Act. The Commission was of
the opinion that the four alleged practices
on these marketplaces, namely, exclusive
launch of mobile phones, preferred sellers
on the marketplaces, deep discounting
and preferential listing/promotion  of
private labels, need to be investigated.

Besides aforesaid, availability of
credible data, to determine dominance
and foreclosure/onti—competitive effects,
remains a challenge. Since these digital
firms operate globally, it is difficult to
get credible data/information on their
Indian operations to ascertain their exact
market shares. For example, in the recent
case against an online instant messaging
app’, the informant relied heavily on data
based on global usage/users.

In the evolution brings various other
dimensions of study together with
intervention of privacy rights, data

and many others. This brings us to
see the evolution of digital landscape
and digital markets with the view
of development of competition law.
Recently, the experts’ panel appointed
by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
starts deliberations on the contours of
the proposed Digital Competition Law,
the Alliance of Digital India Foundation
(ADIF), a thinktank for digital start-ups.
The MCA had on February 6 constituted a
10-member inter-ministerial committee
to examine the need for a separate law on
competition in digital markets. The panel
has, among other things, been tasked
to prepare a draft Digital Competition
Act. Still heading the biggest challenges
which lie in the context of digital markets
is the formulation of remedies pertaining
to anticompetitive conduct in digital
markets. Antitrust remedies, primarily,
being structural and behavioural have
had their own share of highs and lows
in various antitrust jurisdictions world
over based on the experiences in the
traditional markets. The characteristics
like tipping of markets, stronger network
effects with persistent feedback loops etc.
in digital markets have been observed to
be distinctly endemic to such markets
leading to entrenchment of dominance
of any entity in the adjacent markets.
This also entails a larger question of
timeliness of intervention of the antitrust
authorities into such markets. The CCI
recently conducted a ‘Market Study on
E-commerce in India’ to engage with
industry and other stakeholders to get
greater clarity on market developments,
emerging impediments to competition,
if any, and formulate the CCl's advocacy
priorities in relation to e-commerce.
Another important development took
place in 2018 when the Government

infringement, E-commerce platforms of India constituted the Competition
6 Delhi Vyapar Mahasangh vs. Flipkart and Ors., CCI, [Case No. 40 of 2019]
7 Harshita Chawla vs. WhatsApp and Anr., CCl,Case No. 15 of 2020]
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Low Review Committee (hereinafter,
the ‘CLRC’) to ensure that the Act ‘is in
sync with the needs of strong economic
fundamentals.”® Under the aegis of this
Committee, a Working Group was set up
with the specific mandate to evaluate
the adequacy of the legal architecture
in dealing with new age markets and big
data. After almost a year of deliberations
and discussions, CLRC submitted its
report in July 2019. In its report, the CLRC
deliberated upon many issues one of
which being of dovetailing the Act with
the current trends in digital and new
age markets. It was acknowledged that
the nuances in these markets would
become clearer in future as jurisprudence
is still evolving. In conclusion, in the
fast-evolving digital markets, CCl has
responded dynamically than acting in
a pedantic manner in crafting remedies
and targeting interventions which are
proportionate and targeted to preserve
the innovation incentives while ensuring
market corrections. But still there holds
the need to equip technology and
digitalization with protection of laws. India
provides a vast scope for advancements
and increase in efficiencies with the need
of correct measure to regulate the market
practices to serve as the torchlight for
future market superpower.

Get to Know Your Staff

Anuja Sharma - Assistant Professor

Anuja ma'am’s favourite book, “Loss of
Inheritance” by Kiran Desai, explores themes
of cultural and national identity, reflecting her
own emotional depth and exquisite ability to
be analytical. When it comes to television, the
beloved show “F.R.IEN.D.S."” holds a special
place in her heart, providing moments of
laughter and connection. She possesses a
secret talent for creative writing, weaving
words into vivid tapestries of emotion and
imagination. To capture her essence in a
single word, she chooses “curious,” embodying
her insatiable thirst for knowledge and
her penchant for exploring the uncharted
territories of life. If not for her chosen career
path, she reveals that she would have pursued
a profession in engineering, enticed by the
allure of unravelling the mysteries of science
and technology.

Get to Know Your Staff

Sharad Chauhan - Assistant Professor

With a discerning eye for cinema, Sharad sir's
favourite movie is the 2014 “Nightcrawler”. He
possesses a hidden talent for creative writing,
breathing life into compelling characters in
his captivating works. He chooses the word
“humble,” to embody his modest nature and
genuine approach to life. If he were to embark
on an alternative career path, he would be
drawn towards the world of architecture, driven
by a deep appreciation for the art of design
and the opportunity to shape the physical
spaces we inhabit.

8 http://www.mca.gov.in/Ministry/pdf/ReportCLRC _14082019.pdf
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Introduction

With polls taking over most platforms
on Al vs Lawyers, it is still unclear how well
the legal fraternity will welcome it. From
a simple refrigerator that can switch the
temperature to washing machines and
even robots, the day wherein artificial
intelligence would take over or be a part of
our career now, as well stipulated though
not acceptable to become true so early,
was always foreseeable. And the fear is
now vocal since the launch of more than
a month-old ChatGPT or

with the Argentinian Government making
use of the Prometea in deciding cases.
The speed and time efficiency cannot be
matched by humans.

There are already a lot of Al programs
that are there in the public domain. The
only thing is that they are not known to
the public which makes sense because
the surge in cases and fatalities among
teenagersfollowinggameslike ‘Bluewhale’
or the addiction to ‘Pubg’ globally says a
lot about how naive our generation is.

About Al

Artificial intelligence is the simulation of
human information into a machine code
that gives or performs a given task within
minutes or sometimes in seconds which
takes humans days, weeks, or months
to do. It can facilitate every sector, from
manufacturing to reaching the desired

Al & Law

customers and following up on feedback
with minimal manual labor and energy.
It now can facilitate writing, researching,
being your assistant, creating a talking
avatar for you, generating art from texts
or voice commands, writing emails, and
many more additions are being made to
this every passing day.

Relationship between Al & Law

Talking about the relationship between
artificialintelligence andlaw, Alhas always
been fascinated by the law and its many
implications for society. It has worked on
a number of legal projects in the past and
has come to love the challenge of trying
to understand and apply the law. Artificial
intelligence has long been shown to be
a powerful tool for resolving disputes. In
some cases, this power has been used to
make the law easier to understand and
apply. For example, a computer program
that can identify and respond to complex
legal questions has helped to make the
justice system more efficient. In recent
years, however, there has been a growing
interest in artificial intelligence and its
potential implications for the law. Al and
law professor Timothy J. Wu has been
working together to explore the potential
of artificial intelligence and the law. Their
research has shown that, when used
together, artificial intelligence and law
can create a powerful connection. For
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example, Al can help to identify important
legal issues, and law can help understand
the technicalities of artificial intelligence.
Together, they can help to make the law
more accessible and understandable
for everyone. This can help to resolve
disputes more effectively and make
the justice system more efficient. Al and
Timothy J. Wu are currently working on
a study that will explore the potential
of artificial intelligence and the law in
more detail. They hope to develop a
better understanding of how artificial
intelligence and law can work together,
and explore ways in which they can be
used to improve the justice system. Many
Al companies are starting to work on it
with their clients being reputed lawyers
wanting efficiency.

How can it be the perfect partnership?

Being one of the most exciting areas of Al
development, Al & law hold the potential
forlimitless improvementsin oureconomy
and our lives. They have some important
agreements that need to be made in order
to make these incredible partnerships
work. One important agreement is
the Legal Capacity Agreement. This
agreement states that both parties agree
to work together in order to create the
best legal system in the world. It also
states that the parties will work together
to ensure that Al is used lawfully and fairly.
Another agreement is the Commercial
Agreement. This agreement states that
both parties will work together to create
a successful commercial relationship.
It also states that the parties will work
together to ensure that Al is used lawfully
and fairly in the commercial world. These

agreements are important because they
help to ensure that the two parties are able
to work together in the best way possible.
They help to create a partnership that will
be beneficial for both parties.

To ease the dilemma that most of the
legal fraternity is in fear that Al might eat
theiremployees or clients, the government
should come up with a set of regulations
that balances the laws by protecting
employment and also not restricting tech
development at the same time.

The developers need to keep in mind
that what they create must not become
a tool of destruction. All possibilities must
be kept in mind and not just the success
of the code or its monetization.

Conclusion

Being one of the current hot topics,
the debate for what's right and superior
cannot be ascertained until a fuller
deployment of Al tools come accessible
to everyone and proper rationality is
developed in the growing minds.

LawrenceLessigsaidthattherelationship
between the two industries is “quite a bit
different” than what we saw in the market.
According to him, these industries have
different goals and different methods
of tackling the problems they face. He
believes that the relationship between
the two industries will change in the future
and it will be supplementing like fashion
and advertising.

These innovations are not necessarily
being made with the intention to turn into
weapons of destruction. They are being
developed to aid mankind to reach the
level of optimization.
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Technology has significantly advanced
in recent years, revolutionising numerous
businesses, including the legal sector.
Technology has completely changed
the way lawyers handle cases, conduct
research and have client interactions. This
article will examine the role of technology
in the legal industry, its developments as
well as its impacts on the area. The use of
technology in the legal industry has many
different facets. The capacity to simplify
legal procedures is one of technology’s
most important accomplishments. Legal
professionals can now manage cases
more effectively than ever, thanks to case
management software. These software
programmes give lawyers the ability to
manage client data, paperwork, court dates,
due dates, and billing all in one location.

Research is yet another crucial area of law
where technology has played a significant
impact. Legal research can be adifficultand
time-consuming procedure. The amount of
time it takes to find pertinent information
has considerably decreased because of
the use of technology. An extensive library
of legal resources, like cases, regulations
and legislations are accessible through
online legal databases like LexisNexis and
Westlaw, for instance. Another significant
advancement in technology is the use of
block chain.

The usage of block chain technology
is a further important development in
technology. A distributed ledger that uses

Transforming the Legal Landscape:

Exploring the Role of Technology in Research, Case Management,
and Client Interaction

block chain technology can be used to
record and validate transactions. Block
chain technology can be utilised in the
legal industry to store contracts and legal
documents, verifying their authenticity and
offering a safe and tamper-proof record.
This might lead to a secure and effective
solution which could alter the way legal
documents are maintained and kept.

Nonetheless, there have been some
difficulties with the employment of
technology in the legal sector. Data security
is among the biggest difficulties. The
increased usage of technology has led to
data breaches, which can endanger private
customer information, and are more likely
to occur. Law practitioners must apply
the necessary cybersecurity measures to
safeguard the security of the data belonging
to their clients.

The ethical application of technology in
the legal sector presents another difficulty.
Concerns about bias and discrimination
are raised as Al technology spreads and
threatens to supplant human decision-
making. Legal experts must make sure that
Al technology is used in an ethical and
open manner, supporting human decision-
making rather than replacing it.

The Benefits of Technology in the Legal
Profession

Case management efficiency and legal
research:

Technology allows lawyers to handle their
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cases more efficiently and effectively. Case
management software allows lawyers
to handle client information, court dates,
deadlines, invoices and documents in
one place. This technology helps legal
professionalsstay organised and givesthem
instant access to important information. for
these cases. Therefore, the time and effort
spent on litigation is reduced, allowing
lawyers to focus on other aspects of their
profession by simplifying the research
work of lawyers. Legal research takes
time, but advances in technology have
greatly reduced the time spent searching
for information. Legal databases such as
LexisNexis and Westlaw provide access to
a large library of legal information such
as court cases, legislation and statutes.
Technological technology has made legal
research simpler, easier and more efficient,
allowing lawyers to act more effectively and
efficiently on behalf of their clients.

Data analysis:

Lawyers can now examine data and
use it to make better decisions due to
advances in technology. Analytics software
helps lawyers create successful tactics
by identifying trends and patterns in legal
matters. This technology has helped
lowyers make data-driven decisions that
benefit clients.

Improvementincustomercommunication:

The communication between the clients
and their lawyers has significantly improved
and become more efficient as a result of
the development of technology. Email and
video conferencing have allowed lawyers
to communicate with their clients remotely,
reducing the necessity of face-to-face
meetings.

Disadvantages of Technology in the
Legal Profession

Major concern - data security:

The legal profession is an attractive target
for cybercriminals, therefore law firms
must be diligent about data protection.
Data security is one of the most critical

technology issues in the legal field. The use
of technology has increased the number of
data breaches that can be compromising
customerinformation.Law firms shallensure
that adequate cyber security protections
are in place to protect their clients’ data.

Ethical issues:

The use of technology has raised ethical
questions. As Al technology becomes more
widely available, it may replace human
decision-making and lead to bias and
discrimination. Legal professionals must
ensure that Al technology is used ethically
and transparently, and that it assists rather
than replaces human decision-making.
Publishing Another problem with legal
technology is the cost of implementing
it. To benefit from technology, law firms
must invest in it. However, this investment
can be expensive, especially for smaller
law firms. For certain law firms, technology
implementation costs can be a significant
barrier to market entry, making it difficult to
remain competitive.

Adoption and competence to technology:

The technology requires training and
adoption, which can be difficult for certain
law firms. To benefit from technology,
lawyers must be trained to use it effectively.
Adopting technology can also be difficult
because some lawyers are reluctant to
change. Law firms must ensure that their
lawyers are properly trained and competent
in dealing with technology.

In  conclusion, technology plays a
significantroleinthelegalfield, transforming
the way legal professionals have been
conducting research, managing cases,
and communicating with clients. Al and
block chain technology have the potential
to revolutionise the entire legal sphere.
However, legal professionals should be
aware of the difficulties that technology
poseslikedatasecurityandethicalconcerns.
As technology advances, it is critical that
legal professionals embrace these changes
while continuing to be responsible and
ethical in their use of technology.
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India is a country with many traditions
and cultures along with different iterations
of those cultures on how commerce should
work. All of these styles of commerce have
seen their ups and downs, successes and
failures, and stayed pure and mingled. All
of these things have added up to make
the economy of our country as it is today.

The very nature of things that make our
country run is highly influenced by local
and global counterparts. On a truly global
stage we as a country are seen as the
spearhead toward rampant development.
India has carried itself towards a position
deserving of that respect. This comes
as a result of grounds of developments
like agriculture, economy, education,
power, culture, and law in an increasingly
competitive world. But only one cause
outshines others is Finance or more
particularly Financial Services in the form
of Unified Payments Interface (UPI).

UPI and its Effects

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is a
real-time payment system that has been
developed by the National Payments
Corporation of India (NCPI) in 2016. As we
all know the function of UPI is to transfer
funds instantly between bank accounts
using a mobile device, without the need
for additional details. UPI has transformed
the way in which people in India make
transactions making them faster, easier,

India’s Advancement with UPI and
Its Effects on the World

and more secure.

The success of this technology has been
driven by its simplicity, ease of use, and
interoperability making it a popular choice
among consumers and businesses.
This popularity of UPI is also proven by
numbers. According to Outlook India UPI
has processed 5.04 billion transactions
until March 2022 worth over Rs 80 Trillions.
This level of financial mobility is unknown
and unprecedented and part of the world
and has attracted the attention of keen
countries that look forward to applying this
system.

Solicitation by the Indian government
is the only tangible through which this
technology can be relayed to the world.
The Indian government’'s focus on UPI
payments has led to a surge in innovation
among the citizens of the state, with
numerous startups and established
companies developing new products and
services to cater to the growing and varied
demand for digital payments. The overall
success of this technology has carried
India on the global map as a leader in
digital payments, with many countries
looking to learn from India’s experience
and success.

Eastern Countries and their stories with
UPI

1. Singapore: In September 2020,
Singapore became the first foreign nation
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to launch UPI based payment services in
India. The Development Bank of Singapore
was the first bank overseas to use UPI 2.0
powered payment system that allowed
customers to make payments directly
from their DBS account to any UPI ID or
bank account in India. This move was seen
as a significant step towards enhancing
global digital connectivity and facilitating
cross-border transactions between India
and Singapore.

2. United Arab Emirates: UAE became
the first country outside of India to
launch a UPI QR code-based payment
service for its customers. This service
was facilitated by the country’s Mashreq
Bank. The service enables Mashreq Bank
customers to use their mobile banking
app to make payments at any merchant
that accepts UPI payments in India. This
was done in order to ease trade between
the two nations. This move is also seen as
a significant step towards strengthening
economic ties between India and the UAE.

3. Bhutan: The National Bank of Bhutan
has launched its UPI-based mobile
paymentappcalledBhutanPayinJuly2020.
This app as per its namesake was heavily
inspired by UPI and enables Bhutanese
citizens to make digital payments for
a range of services, including utilities,
taxes, and e-commerce purchases.
Bhutan Pay is seen as a significant step
towards promoting financial inclusion and
digitization in Bhutan.

4. Bangladesh: Being steadfast
towards new and profitable innovations,
Bangladesh has started to meddle in UPI
transaction technology. The Bangladesh
government had announced plans to
launch its own UPI-based payment in
collaboration with NPCI called Bangla UPI.
Since then, they have steadily developed
the system and have made available QR-
based transactions.

Western Countries and their stories with
UPI

The need for real-time payment

technology is can be mostly seen in
European and Western countries. This
comes up due to their high transaction
costs and close to no interoperability. UPI
can help these countries bridge these
irregularities and has done so in a few.

.  United Kingdom: To  further
strengthen its cross-border payment
solutions, TerraPay, a leading global
payments infrastructure group announced
its partnership with NCPI on September 22,
2022. This partnership intends to enable
Indian customers and merchants in India
with an active UPI ID to make and accept
cross-border payments seamlessly by
making use of TerraPay’s infrastructure
and the UPI network.

2. France: With an increasing number
of Indian students and tourists migrating to
the French Republic, the government has
permitted the use of UPI-based payment
services to be used by these students and
tourists. This service is brought by France-
based payment services provider Lyra
Network which signed an agreement with
the NCPI, allowing students and tourists to
make payments through UPI.

Economic, Social, and Ecological Impact
of UPI

Economic Impacts: UPI  has had
a significant impact on the global
remittance market, making it easier and
more affordable for people to send and
receive money across borders. This has
positive effects on many nations both
developed and developing ones. In Indiq,
the UPI system has worked towards driving
economic growth and reducing poverty.
In developing countries, access to UPI has
helped to reduce the penalties that as
incurred on remittances through various
apps. In developed countries, UPI has
made it easier for people to send money to
friends and family in developing countries,
supporting economic development and
reducing poverty.

Social Impacts: The growth of the digital
payments system in India has attracted
foreign investment and has creoted{gew
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job opportunities and driven economic
growth. It has also led to the emergence
of new services and products and has
started a culture of entrepreneurship. In
developing countries, the success of UPI
services has inspired many such nations
and they look forward to incorporating and
shaping the economy based on real-time
payments. In developed countries, foreign
investors from developed countries are
investing in the Indian digital payments
industry, creating new partnerships and
driving innovation.

Ecological Impacts: The shift towards
digital payments has led to a reduction in

theuseofcash,whichcanreducecorruption
and has provided unprecedented financial
transparency. Along with that, reducing
the use of cash has also reduced pollution
and deforestation to a certain degree. In
all nations, this technology has improved
efficiency and productivity while also
providing a boost to the economies of the
state.

In many such ways, UPI has transformed
how the global economy works. And has
helped to create a new age of financial
innovation and development. This feat
by our nation is proof of emerging Indian
superiority on the world stage.

Students’ Corner Master of the Game by Sidney Sheldon: Reviewed
“Business is a game played for fantastic stakes, and you're in competition with experts. If you want to
win, you have to learn to be a master of the game.”
This book is packed with action, unpredictable plot turns, and drama, with thrilling sequences to match.
Sidney Sheldon is a master writer who knows how to keep his reader indulged and interested. It tells an
epic-length story of the Blackwell family, from mining in South Africa to being a millionaire family.
Master of the Game (1982), a thriller by American writer and television producer Sidney Sheldon, follows
Kate Blackwell as she inherits the business founded by her father, Jamie McGregor, turns it into a
multinational empire, and struggles to choose one of her children as her heir. This book continues after
Sidney Sheldon’s death in ‘Mistress of the Game’ (2009), written by Tilly Bagshawe.
This is a book about ambition and family legacy. The protagonist, Kate, has inherited not only her father’s
thriving business but also his ambition. The story sees Kate’s father pursuing the diamond rush in Africa
to get rich. His gripping tale of struggle and triumph inspires Kate to follow in his footsteps, resulting in a
life motivated by a hunger for more power.
All her life, she has been neck-deep in trickery and manipulation. Yet she is celebrated as a woman of
dignity and great beauty. On her ninetieth birthday, she looks back on her life and contemplates how to
leave behind the legacy she has spent her entire life building.
This book contrasts sharply with all the other young adult books in which the protagonist finds his
actions driven by his desire for love. Kate can be best described as an anti-hero driving the story; she
is single-mindedly committed to her only goal. She manipulates the people she has known to keep her
company, Kruger-Brent, running. Not even her husband, children, or grandchildren are immune to her
tactics. This story is multi-generational, where each new generation becomes another fold in the story’s
fabric. However, at the heart of it all, there is always Kate Blackwell.
This book is one of my favourite thrillers because it beautifully displays a woman competing in a
man’s cruel world and winning by any means necessary. It also challenges the stereotype of female
protagonists, who are always characterized as doing good, driving their actions out of love, and having
the desire to settle down. This book does not have a social message to learn. It is a web of lies and
manipulation showcasing the shadowed part of humanity, which thrives in the limelight of power and
money.

- Tanushree Gupta

27 BA LLB
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Rasika Potdar
24T LB

Datais the new oil. Datais gold. What has
made information of a person, like their
name, age, mobile numbers, health, jobs,
etc, so valuable? Imagine that you have
started a small business. You know and
understand that your product or services
would be most valued by a certain class
of people, for example, people in the age
range of 20-40. The obvious choice to
reach out to that class of people would
be through advertising or snowballing.
These methods do not ensure a full-proof
manner to reach people in the shortest
time. With growing businesses, the
competition is fierce, and if one wants
to leave their mark in their particular
industry, then they have to come up with
the most creative ideas. One thing that
people trust is reviews. If there are enough
reviews of any website or experiences that
people can read, then that would build a
reputation for the company. However, one
may realise that that very information
to promote your business can be made
available from certain, not to mention
illegal, sources online.

According to the Ministry of External
Affairs', India has 907 million internet
users. If one were to encounter more than
60% of the Indian population to grow their
business, they would be certainly happy.

Accept All Cookies and Hope That The Crumbs
Do Not Fall Everywhere

But what happens when you do not have
to find the needle-in-the-haystack class
of people? Instead, they are served to you
on a silver platter that costs practically
nothing. There have been significant data
breaches in India in the past few years.
The growth of businesses on the internet
would be heavily beneficial. However,
shall these businesses be profitable at the
cost of people’s private data?

The makers of the constitution did not
explicitly add the “Right to privacy” in the
Constitution. The terms “privacy” and
“secrecy” were debated. From a judicial
point of view, a nine-judge bench has
concluded that the “Right to Privacy”
falls under the ambit of Article 21 of
the Constitution of India in Justice K.S.
Puttaswamy v. UOI% Herein we can say
that a person has the right to decide how
much information he would like to be
online.

There are several legislations that cover
certain aspects of Data Privacy. The
foremost is the IT Act, 2000(“IT Act”), which
has a section in Chapter IX (Penalties,
Compensation and Adjudication), Section
43A, which states the compensations
that are to be paid by body corporate for
failure to protect data. The body corporate
has a responsibility to handle sensitive

1 Ministry of External Affairs, India to have nearly 1 billion Internet users by 2025: Report, (May 17th,
2022), https:/[indbiz.gov.in/india-to-have-nearly-1-billion-internet-users-by-2025-report

2 Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. UOI, (2017) 10 SCC 1.

'

3o



data or information with reasonable
security practices and procedures. The
Information Technology (Reasonable
Security Practices and Procedures and
Sensitive Personal Data or Information)
Rules, 2011 (“SPDIRules”) have been formed
under section 43A of the IT Act. Under rule
4, a body corporate or any other person
shall have a privacy policy for the private
data collected by them. The collection of
information shall be obtained only after
the consent of the person whose data is
being collected; this has been stated in
rule 5. Rule 6 of SPDI states that disclosure
of information shall be done only if there
is a lawful obligation for lawful purposes.

The abovementioned holds the person
collecting the data responsible for the
breach. Section 43 has a variety of sub-
sections that provide for penalty and
compensation for the actions of hackers
or those persons that access computer
sources, dlter it or extract data that they
do not on the first hand have the authority
to access.

Data theft in today’'s day and age is
a growing phenomenon. Indian Penal
Code describes “Theft” under section
378 as “Whoever, intending to take
dishonestly any movable property out of
the possession of any person without that
person’s consent, moves that property
in order to such taking, is said to commit
theft”. Section 22 defines movable property
as “The words “movable property” are
intended to include corporeal property of
every description, except land and things
attached to the earth or permanently
fastened to anything which is attached to
the earth.” This section can only be applied
if and only if we can conclusively say that
Data is movable property. Data cannot be
considered as movable property under
IPC because of its incorporeal nature. This
would rule out IPC to criminalise actions
of hackers that wrongfully gain data from
the body corporate.

The quasi-property nature cannot be

ignored. SPDI Rules, under rule 7, allow
the transfer of data from one legal entity
to another. It would be a question of law
to determine whether the data in this
section can be treated as “property”
under the Transfer of Property Act, 1882. It
may be argued that under Section 6(d),
an interest in property restricted to the
enjoyment of the owner personally cannot
be transferred by him. Data in this context
can be said to be owned by multiple
people. When a person agrees to reveal
specificn information about them to a
body corporate, the body corporate will
have to treat that information as property.
They do not themselves own the property,
but the true owner partially transfers the
property conditionally. Whether or not the
Transfer of Property Act, 1882 considers
data as movable property or not would be
immaterial in case of data theft as the Act
in itself speaks of ownership and rightful
transfer. Thecriticalt factor here is the
recognition of data as movable property
as a whole.

The law which is provided in SPDI rules
and IT Act would help limit the actions that
would directly cause sensitive information
to be leaked to the public. Information of
this kind could cause information of credit
cardholdersthatwouldresultincreditcard
cloning, unauthenticated transactions or
facilitate illegal purchases. Information
like this would also become vulnerable to
identity theft, and as we all know, “Identity
theft is not a joke, Jim!”

For instance, the largest bank in
India, State Bank of India, left a server
unprotected that allowed access to the
financial information of any person. The
data breach by SBI allowed anyone to
access important information relating to
credit cards, to block them, or to see their
last 5 transactions, etc. A breach like this
would directly lead us to SPDI rules and the
IT Act because there was a direct breach
of sensitive information. Sensitive data or
information has been defined under SPDI

o
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rules as a category of personal data that
includes passwords, financial information,
physical, physiological, and mental health
conditions, sexual orientation, medical
records and history, and biometric
information.

It can, now, be noted that the legislation
that provides for data breaches is limited
to sensitive data. However, there seems
to be no legislation that protect personal
data. The sensitive data or information
does not, rightfully so, include data that
is freely available or accessible in the
public domain or furnished under the
Right to Information Act, 2005 or any
other law for the time being in force. SPDI
Rules, separately define personal data
and sensitive data; the former being
the general information of a person
that would help a body corporate with
identification. It may be noted here that
the general information of a person is also
equally important. If any person, person
as defined in section 2(31) of the Income
Tax Act, were to access this information,
it would allow them to reach thousands
of people. Now, this might not be limited
to the promotion of their own businesses,
but also make the Data Principle, i.e. the
person from whom data is collected,
vulnerable to phishing scams (email
scams), identity theft, vishing (scam
calls), smishing Z/sc:c:m messages), etc.

The Digital Personal Data Protection Bill,
2022, was rejected in Parlioment. There
were considerable flaws in the Bill. For
instance, the bill suggested changing a
section under one of the flag bearers of
transparency, i.e. section 8(j) of the Right
to Information Act, 2005. This would have
allowed unnecessary complications and
would have reduced the transparency
that people have the right to have. The
Bill authorizes the Government to exempt
whichever body it wishes. This would aid
those who are corrupt and overall gives a
lot of power to the Central Government.

The Bill aimed to quash section 43A of

the IT Act, 2000, upon which SPDI rules
have been set in place. The same sets up
an independent body for body corporate
which can levy heavy fines to those that
do not comply with the compliances
mentioned in it. The Bill shifts the entire
burden on the body corporate that
processes the data. There was provision
for those that illegally accessed the data
from the databases of body corporate.
The Bill aimed to secure the body’'s
corporate databases. However, as the
famous sociologist Emile Durkheim would
say, “Crime is inevitable”

India is the most populous country in the
entire world and has the largest growing
internet users. This would imply a huge
market. The risk of not having a law to
take action would be a rather sad one.
Insofar as we only have one section of the
IT Act that punishes hacker’'s behaviour.
The need for laws that would make body
corporate more responsible with their
data is an urgent one. However, if the Bill
were to be implemented, it would have
probably caused more harm than good. It
cannot be neglected that the requirement
of companies to have reasonable security
regarding personal data is part and
parcel, with penalties and possible jail
time for hackers that access data and sell
it online on the dark web for a minuscule
amount of money.

The lack of effective laws, that will
minimalise the actions of hackers and
provide for compensation and penalties
for illegal actions, is apparent. The IT Act
is the only body that can penalise the
actions of hackers through one section.
The population being humungous, the
complaints that the authorities would
receive may also be on a humungous
scale. We urgently need a body set up
as was suggested in the Digital Data
Protection Bill, 2022. The scope of sensitive
data of a person needs to be widened
and acknowledged. Data is stored by

body corporate and used as an asset. The
&
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quasi-property-like nature of data shall
be acknowledged. In Birla Corporation
Limited v. Advents Investments and
Holdings Limited and others3, the Hon'ble
Supreme Court said that the information
in the documents and its replication
thereon have a physical presence. The
duplication of documents was considered
“Theft” under IPC in this particular case.

The actions of the legislative body
should be coupled with broad awareness
campaigns that would make a person
aware of what kind of data they put on
websites and how it is processed. In
situations like this, a person must be fully
aware of their rights. There are certain
websites that can allow you to check
whether your data has been leaked. Nord
VPN, a Virtual Private Network service
company, conducted a study which
revealed that the personal data of 6
lakh Indian was stolen and sold online
for Rs. 490 each. Hackers can also gain
this information on an individual basis.
The random message that you may
have received stating, “Rs 9999 have
been transferred to your account right
now! Follow this link to get the money”,
or suspicious emails from unknown
individuals may carry malware that
compromises the safety of the data on
your devices.

India is heading towards a digital
landscape, and no one can stop it. The
need for laws is now more apparent
than ever. As much as having businesses
grow in India is going to be beneficial
for each individual business, and the
same would also result in a growth in
GDP and employment, there should not
be a sacrifice of privacy along that path.
Actions of body corporate and individuals
shall not affect people on an individual
basis where their Right to Privacy is
infringed.

Get to Know Your Staff

Pooja Deo — Assistant Professor

Enchanted by the literary brilliance of Sudha
Murthy, Pooja ma’am holds the esteemed
author in high regard, finding solace and
inspiration within the pages of her books. The
soul-stirring melody of “Tumse Milke” sung by
AshaBhosle and Suresh Wadkar holds a special
place in her heart, evoking emotions and
leaving an indelible impact. She confidently
asserts that her talents shine brightest in the
realm of maintaining public relations, skilfully
fostering connections and building fruitful
relationships. Contemplating an alternate
career path, she reveals a fascination with the
field of biotechnology, enticed by the prospect
of discovering the various mysteries of life.
Describing herself in a single word, she aptly
chooses “ebullient,” reflecting her effervescent
and lively nature that radiates positivity and
joy in the campus.

Get to Know Your Staff

Sonali Renuse - Assistant Professor

Among Sonali ma'am’s literary preferences,
the book “Understanding Gender” by Kamala
Bhasin holds a special place, offering
profound insights into this significant aspect
of human existence. If she were to embark on
an alternative career path, journalism would
have been her chosen field, driven by a deep
curiosity to uncover and share compelling
stories.Unbeknownstto many, sheis also a poet
who beautifully expresses emotions through
her words. When it comes to movies, “Hum
Dil De Chuke Sanam” holds a treasured spot
in her heart. In describing her personality, she
humbly employs the words “kind and caring,”
reflecting her innate ability to empathize with
others and extend compassion.

3 AIR 2019 SC 2390
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Courts are an integral part of our society
and are required to keep functioning
to maintain low and order. They are a
necessary fixture not just for a section of
the community but for everyone at large.
It is impossible to imagine the regular
working of a nation without the regulatory
supervision of the judicial system, even
for a short period of time. This has been
brought to light via the recent COVID-19
pandemic which called for a complete
lockdown on all services to avoid the
spread of the virus. The only solution which
was recognized by the Courts was to turn
to digitalizing legal proceedings through
the medium of video conferencing. This
only goes to justify the understanding of
courts as a ‘service’ and not a ‘place.’

The judiciary is now making efforts to
bring each and every case filed within the
country through an e-filing procedure.
Chief Justice of India Honorable Shri Dr.
DY Chandrachud is working on e-filing
as one of the key focus areas. The move
is appreciated by the advocates and
stakeholders who are friendly with the
technology, but many advocates are
still trying to find a way to avoid e-filing
procedure. The system of e-filing will
definitely make the system swift and easy,
but there are many other challenges that
need to be looked after.

The filing procedure that we have as of
today is double work for the advocates,

E-filing and Practical Working in
District & Sessions Court

as after doing an online filing, the physical
copies of the documents still need to be
submitted to the court’s officers. There are
also some challenges with the limitation
period which need to be addressed. For
example, if a person does E-filing on 5th
March (which is the last day of limitation),
submits documents to the courts’ officer,
still the date which appears on the filing
date is a later date, when the clerk pulls
the record in the system.

The paperwork needs to be reduced if
e-filing is done but if we are still submitting
physical copies, it is definitely not going to
reduce the stacks of papers in the Courts.
There should be a proper trial and error
method to analyse the issues that may be
faced by the e-filing website, as today less
users are using the facility. It may seem to
be perfect but the website should be able
to handle maximum users without errors.
The use of e-filing should reduce the effort
of the users and not put them into a more
time-consuming task than the previous
physical filing procedure.

The court staff should be also well trained
in the working of the e-filing system. An
incident took place where despite filing a
caveat application on e-filing system, the
clerk was unable to find it on their system,
whereas itwas shown as “submitted” inthe
advocates login. After spending an hour,
and reaching out to a few senior clerks,
they were able to find the application. A
e
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similar incident took place when all the
details were filed up in the e-filing, still
the details were not updated by the court
clerk in the actual case details. There
were some typographical errors, with the
party names, too. We should also look
after some minute issues like power cuts,
where the court’'s mechanism stops.

The implementation should not be a
short process, it should be implemented
in a step-by-step manner otherwise it
may create a great inconvenience for the
stakeholders. Training should be arranged
so that the doubts faced by any of the

users can be clarified. Yes, it is a great
initiative but a hurry in its implementation
will lead to great discomfort among
stakeholders. The use of technology in the
judicial system is a welcoming step but
simultaneously, the security aspects and
the ease of its use cannot be overlooked.
The stakeholders also need to change
their mindset and try to change with the
changing world. Efforts should be made to
learn the procedure as early as possible
as the compulsion for e-filing will be ruled
out someday.

Get to Know Your Staff

Neeta Ahir — Assistant Professor

Our esteemed professor, deeply engaged in legal aid activities, surprises us with her
hidden talent for cooking, effortlessly crafting delectable dishes that delight the taste
buds. Neeta ma’am uses the word “naughty” to describe herself as she embraces
her mischievous side and injects a sense of playfulness into her interactions and
endeavours. If not for her dedication to the legal profession, she reveals that she would
have chosen the path of a hotelier, drawn by the opportunity to create unforgettable
experiences and cater to the diverse needs of guests. Her versatility and passion
shine through, both in the courtroom and in the kitchen, as she continues to make a
positive impact in her professional and personal spheres.

Get to Know Your Staff

Dr. Ganga Reshmi - Librarian

Our college librarian, Ganga ma’am, holds a special place in her heart for the book
“Women Don't Ask: Negotiation and the Gender Divide” by Linda Babcock, which
delves into the intricate dynamics of negotiation. When it comes to films, “Zindagi
Na Milegi Dobara” and “The Sky is Pink” have left a lasting impression on her with
their emotional depth. In addition to her passion for books, she possesses hidden
talents in both efficient administration and the culinary arts, showcasing her diverse
skillsets. If she were to pursue an alternative profession, she would have chosen to
be a nutritionist, drawn by a strong interest in the impact of food on overall well-
being. When asked to describe herself in one word, she chose “mother,” reflecting her
nurturing nature and the cherished role she plays in her family’s life.
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Introduction

What makes India a true democracy is a
guaranteed fundamental right of Freedom
of speech and expression enshrined in
Constitution of India. Freedom of speech
and Expression can be exercised by
every citizen to express one’'s opinions
in forms like words, gestures and visual
representation like- movies, short films,
advertisement.

However, it has been often seen that art
and restrictions have often cross paths
resulting in a constant struggle between
freedom of expression and reasonable
restrictions. Often artistic expressions
whether in form of movies or books are
subjected to stringency of censorship,
curtailing the freedom to express one'’s
opinions and thus artistic freedom The
courts have interpreted application
of Article 19(2) vis-a-vis censorship to
include restraints on such content which
is against the sovereignty, integrity and
security of India or is defamatory, in
contempt of Court or leads to incitement
of any offence.

In contemporary times, OTT Platforms
showcasing diverse range of content from
movies to documentaries has come under
its purview. Concerning the uncensored
and unregulated content shown on these
platforms, which can be easily accessed
over the internet, the Government recently

OTT Platforms vis- a-vis
Freedom of Speech and Expression

came up with a new set of guidelines
providing for a robust three-tier grievance
redressal mechanism.

Entertainment in a digital era

The OTT industry witnessed a steep
rise during the COVID -19 pandemic all
over the world. Owing to its accessibility
and compatibility, OTT platforms have
gained far-reaching popularity globally.
According to a report by KPMG, the
number of subscribers of OTT players in
India is expected to reach 627 million by
2022. This represents a CAGR of 36% from
2017 to 2022. The report also states that
the Indian OTT market is expected to grow
from INR 25.6 billion in 2017 to INR 103.9
billion by 2022, India is also expected to
become the sixth largest OTT market by
2024.

Anyone willing to watch online digital
content can subscribe themselves on
OTT platform which is cost-effective. Also,
it is easily accessible through mobile
applications, smart TV, laptops, tablets,
etc. The only requirement is an internet
connection. Through these over-the- top
platforms, various creative ideas have
come to the forefront which could not
be brought across due to censorship or
regulatory laws. The biggest advantage
of this platform is that it has provided
a medium for new talent to get more
&
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opportunities as the number of projects is
much higher in comparison to television
or films. Any Indian content uploaded
on these platforms can be viewed
internationally. This gives a broader
outreach of content and talent.

Need for Regulations

While we have bodies like the Central
Board of Film Certification to censor fiims,
the Broadcasting Content Complaints
Council, which takes complaints related
to non-news content broadcasted over
TV and Press Council and the News
Broadcasters Association which governs
theTelevisionand printmediarespectively.
There are specific legislations and statues
like the Cinematograph Act, 1952, Cable
Television Network Regulation Act, 1995,
and IT Act, 2000.

OTT Platforms are comparatively new,
and hence so far in India there were no
bodies or legislations governing and
regulating the content on these platforms.
The OTT platforms enjoyed complete
creative freedom unlike traditional
media- cinema, television, print, or radio.

This led to numerous instances where
plethora of controversies and complaints
filed on grounds of obscenity, hurting of
religious sentiments, hate speech and
raised controversies in High courts and
Supreme courts. Some of them are-

The case of ‘Tandav’ in Supreme court
that alleged to have hurt the religious
sentiments and shown prime minister in
bad light or it is the row over anti-women
dialogues in “Paatal Lok” or allegation
on Mirzapur 2 that the web series hurts
religious, social and regional sentiments
and damages social harmony. Apart from
these first OTT film Gunjan Saxena was
alleged to have portrayed with twisted
facts and derogatory to Air Force and it
was contended that Churuli, a Malayalam
movie made use of obscene language
and hence, opposed to public order,

decency and morality.

Prior to the Regulations

Certainregulationsrelatingtocensorship
were present. For instance, under S.293
of Indian Penal Code, anybody who has
been indulged in the selling or distribution
of work of literature which is obscene
would be sentenced to imprisonment up
to seven years. One could also be held
liable for defamation under section 499.
Section 295A of the IPC further deals with
acts which are deliberate and malicious
and intended to outrage religious feelings
of any class by humiliating its religion or
religious beliefs.

Section 67B of the Act lays emphasis
on “punishment for depiction of children
in sexually explicit act in electronic form”.
Furthermore, Section 69A gives power
to the Central Government to issue
directives for blocking public access
of any information in the interest of
sovereignty and integrity of Indiq, friendly
relations with other states or for the
security of the state or on the grounds of
public order. Therefore, considering the
absence of a law dealing specifically with
digital content, the increasing market of
these online platforms and the expanding
content shown in the name of ‘creative
space’ of the producer, the need of the
hour was to bring OTT under the purview
of government regulation.

Regulation — Need of the hour

While censorship came into question
recently due to a few controversial web
series and movies streamed on the OTT
platform, filmmakers have raised a further
question on the freedom of creativity.

As big is the OTT universe so are the
regulatory issues with its content. It all
started with case, Justice for Rights
Foundation v. Union of Indid!, seeking
formulation of guidelines for content
created by OTTs, it was held that no need

1 Justice for Rights Foundation v. Union of India (W.P) (C) 11164/201
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for regulations regarding viewers content
on OTT as Information Technology Act,
2000 provided enough procedural
safeguard for taking action in the event of
prohibited content by the broadcasters.

The OTT platforms adopted a self-
regulation-based code. The code
stipulated an age-based classification
of the content, displays about the nature
of the content, settings up an adequate
redressal mechanism and providing
customers with control tools, framed by
the Internet and Mobile Association of
India (IAMAI), to govern their streaming
contents. there were no satisfactory
redressal mechanisms, the code was
decided to be set aside by the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting (MIB).
Concernedwiththemyriadofcontroversies
surrounding the content streaming on the
OTT platforms and the lack of a regulatory
framework for redressing any complaints
in a time-bound and effective manner,

In an outcry for independent censorship
regulations on OTTs that will filter content,
that these platforms and their content
would be brought within the domain of the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
and as consequence implemented
Information Technology

(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021 that came
into effect from 26th May 2021 which seeks
to control, rather than regulate publishers
of news/current affairs content and online
curated content including over-the-
top or OTT, social media channels and
digital content providers, and make them
more accountable within the Indian legal
landscape. It provides
*Time bound complaint
mechanism
-Self-classification of content based on
age and genre by OTT platforms.

*Proper content ratings
«Parental locks for contents classified

If any content on the said OTT platforms

contravenes Article 19(2) of Constitution,

redressal

the Government has the power to remove
any content that is objectionable and/or
interests under Section 69A of Information
Technology Act and the IT (Blocking Rules),
2009 (Intermediary Guidelines and Digjital
Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021.

Arguments against Regulations

The very premise behind the creation
of OTT platforms was to offer audiences
original and diverse content which
would provide creators and the public
with a sense of freedom and openness,
in contrast to its counterparts like film
television, and print media.

This structure has been created without
any statutory basis and without any public
consultation with stakeholders. Such
wide powers without constitutional or
parliamentary backing are a grave threat
to the freedom of speech and expression
of content creators and publishers, as well
astotheright of free access toinformation
of the consumers of such content. Several
requirements underthe Rules are arguably
unconstitutional as they undermine the
freedom of expression as well as the right
to privacy.

The most indispensable argument is to
what extent these guidelines endanger
the freedom of expression of not only the
content producers but also the viewers
and to what extent they can be justified
as ‘reasonable restrictions’. The concept
of “Heckler’'s veto” comes into picture in
such a case. Heckler's veto is a situation
in which the freedom of speech and
expression of a person is restricted so as
to hold back the reactionary behaviour
of another person. A similar situation
has been created through the guidelines
framed by the government. The guidelines
jeopardise the fundamental right as the
provisions dre in addition to the existing
prohibition of law.

Talking about the right to freedom of
expression, an important judgment of

the Supreme Court has to be taken into
&
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consideration. It has been held by the
Supreme Court in the case of K. A. Abbas
v Union of India & Anr? that censorship
had come within reasonable restrictions
of Freedom of speech and expression. The
CourtinS.Rangarajanv.Jagjivan Ram3laid
down that while reasonable restrictions,
including in the interest of public order,
can be imposed on the exercise of the
right, “freedom of expression cannot be
suppressed on account of threats of
demonstration, processions or violence”.
The State is not empowered to prevent
open discussion and open expression,
however, hateful it is to its policies. The
Court in another case of M/S Prakash Jha
Productions & Anr v. Union of India & Ors*
has observed that movies on social issues
like reservation are important for public
discussions and debate on such issues
and are necessary for smooth functioning
of a healthy democracy, which in fact help
in the growth of the society.

Inanother case of Bobby Art International
& Ors. vs. Om Pal Singh Hoon & Ors.® the
Supreme Court noted that the right to
freedom of expression of a producer
cannot be restricted. It was further held
that movies that deal with themes that
are socially relevant must be susceptible
to the least censorship. The Courts have
customarily supported free speech and
expression.

Judicial Approach

The OTT platform cannot be treated
as captive audience who are forced
to watch the movie. OTT Platforms are
considered as private viewing and not
public exhibition. In Padmanabh Shankar

vs Union of India & Ors (2019)8, the division
bench of Karnataoka High Court held
that the act of exhibition of films, serials
and other content perhaps amounts to
transfer of files based on requests by users
through the internet. The court observed
that unlike a traditional screening of the
movie, online streaming is based on the
“requests by user” and therefore it will not
fall under the purview of Cinematograph
Act.

The Supreme Court has held that
the social interest of people overrides
individual freedom. It thus justified the
censorship of films on the basis that itis a
powerful medium of expression. However,
the Supreme Court also recognised that
it is crucial to set a standard for censors
to ensure artistic freedom, thus leaving
a vast possibility and opportunity for
creativity.

In May 2020, Delhi High Court observed
that the term ‘restriction” used in Art.19
is preceded by the word ‘reasonable’.
“Reasonability of a restriction is used in
a qualitative, quantitative and relative
sense.” The Supreme Court in the case
of Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India &
Ors.”, has observed that the authorities
must follow the doctrine of proportionality
before restricting fundamental rights.
The possible goal must be determined
and it must be ensured that the goal
is legitimate. Most importantly, before
resorting to restriction of fundamental
rights, the authorities must “assess the
existence of any alternative mechanism
in furtherance of the aforesaid goal.”

N o o WD
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Way Forward

Though the guidelines have provided
right direction to enforce reasonable
restrictions on media platforms but it
is essential to prevent over regulations
or censorship over OTTs which would
otherwise defeat its initial objective of
providing open platform for creative
experimentation. OTT platforms have to
take up the responsibility of classifying
the content accurately and adequately
displaying age-ratings. The viewers
are equally responsible for making an
informed choice and filing complaints
against offensive content.

A comparative analysis should be done
between our approaches towards digital
content with that of other countries’
perspective. Their policies on OTT
regulation can be taken into consideration
and a better approach can be adopted.
Furthermore, involvement of industry
experts and stakeholders can help in
better implementation of the regulations.

Conclusion

The question is how much censorship is
admissible so that freedom of expression
is still in force and, conversely, what
restrictions should be imposed on
censorship by freedom of expression.
As the digital space and technology
for the distribution of content evolves,
the regulatory framework for the digital
industry will also continue to evolve.

With growing demand for OTT, it is
necessary to make quality content
available for the users. The government
must take care that the regulatory
measures do not override the rights of
people and provide an effective regulatory
process. It must strive to protect the artistic
freedom of producer and content writers
at the same time ensure that the content
displayed must be within reasonable
limits.

The industry should take a balanced
approach and seek out new methods to
tell stories, providing consumers more
choices. In my opinion, there should be
a need for an independent regulating
authority. Nowadays, the audience is
looking for information that will reveal
the truth about society, address political
concerns, and give us regionally diverse
content that does not offend a specific
group of people.
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When | first informed my friends and
family about my decision to join the field
of law, a friend of mine came up with a
very unique response. She asked in a
bewildered tone, why was | choosing this
immoral profession? After seeing the
surprised look on my face, she further
went on to explain her statement and
said that lawyers are a bunch of immoral
people who defend criminals. | further
asked her, where she gets this idea from.
My dear friend quickly brought up the
case of Arushi Talwar and exclaimed how
the poor little girl would have got justice, if
not for the devious legal representatives
of her parents.

| could not help but ask, that if the courts
have not found her parents guilty, how was
she sosurethattheywere? Shereplied that
she had seen all that she needed to see
in the news. All the evidence was against
the parents. But the courts were biased
and the defense lawyer was a crook and
hence justice was not delivered!

This was perhaps the first time that |
realized the kind of harm media trials
were capable of.

The phenomenon of declaring the
accused as a convict even before the
court has given its judgment is called
media trials. It is the widespread coverage
of the guilt of the accused and imposing a
certain perception about him, regardless
of any verdict given by the court of law.

Media Trials:

A Threat To The Indian Judiciary

Where there has been high publicity of
court cases, the media has often played
an important role in creating hysteria
among the public, making it impossible
for the trial to run smoothly.

There are reasons why the attention of
the media around certain cases is high.
The leading cause is when a leading
celebrity is either a victim or an accused.
This was widely observed in the Sushant
Singh Rajput case.

Everybody likes a good story. A story
with interesting plot twists, an unexpected
ending, and of course, a classic villain to
pit all the blame on. However, life is rarely
so black and white. Life is what lies in the
grey area. Weighing out the elements of
black and white in this grey area is exactly
what the judiciary does based solely on
facts and pieces of evidence and never
on assumptions.

A young boy with big dreams of
becoming an actor came to Mumbai.
His mental health took a back seat and
unfortunately to the shock of everyone,
he killed himself. However, the people of
India were not satisfied with the verdict of
mental illness was the main villain here.
This story was not interesting enough. The
media, instead of presenting the public
with the naked facts and the ground
reality of the case. They came up with a
conspiracy theory. They came up with a
classic villain. They came up with Rhea
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Chakrabarty.

So, now we have a witch, a black
magician, somebody who took control
of this talented young boy from distant
Bihar and exploited him. Took away his
resources, and fed him deadly drugs,
which either killed him or left him in a
situation where he decided to kill himself.
There was no evidence to support any of
the claims, but this story sold like hotcakes.

Sherlock Holmes had once said that it is
a dangerous thing to theorize before one
has facts ---because then one starts to
twist the facts to fit their theories, rather
than twisting their theories to fit the
facts. Unfortunately, this is exactly what
happened here.

Media trials are dangerous to our society
for a million reasons. But these days, it has
become even more dangerous because
of TRP competitions. Every television news
channel wants a high TRP rating and
therefore has resorted to working like their
entertainment counterparts. Instead of
letting the people know what they need
to hear, media channels are giving the
people what they want to hear.

Under the garb of investigative
journalism, reporters are presenting to
the public random assumptions which
are not backed by any fact or evidence.
In R.K Anand v Registrar, Delhi High Court,
the Supreme Court discussed the impact
of television and newspaper coverage
on a person’s reputation by creating a
widespread perception of guilt regardless
of any verdict in a court of law. Now, in
public perception, the accused is already
held guilty and would not be able to live
the rest of their life without intense public
scrutiny.

Media trials polarize public sentiments
against the accused, which is not healthy
in a civilized society. This can be seen
in the classic case of KM Nanavati v
State of Maharashtra. The media had
sensationalized the story so much and
portrayed the accused as the victim

instead. This narrative had a lot of
influence on the jury members which led
them to decide in favor of the accused.

Presumption of innocence is a legal
principle that means every accused is to
be presumed innocent until proven guilty.
Thislegal principle should notbe destroyed
at the very threshold by the media and
that too when the investigation is pending.
Media trials shape public opinions in the
wrong way, thereby putting immense
pressure on the police and the judges to
come up with something that the public
wants to hear.

It is important to understand that judges
are not scriptwriters for a television
series. These are real cases with very real
people involved and the forever-existing
fear of punishing the innocent. In courts,
judgments are passed after careful
scrutinization of all the evidence, thereby
there is trust in the judiciary and people
look up to the courts for the delivery of
justice.

But now, if the media is presenting a
half-baked story, with plot lines that have
no basis, and adding a pinch of emotion
to it and painting the public opinion ---
-- when the court passes its verdict
based on careful analysis of evidence
and argument, which differs from that of
the public opinion carefully molded by
the misguided information by the mediq,
people’s trust in the judiciary stumble.

Media bodies, beittelevision orelectronic
media, have a very important task on
their hands, they have been very correctly
called the fourth pillar of democracy
by Lord Macaulay. It is the media that
inform people about what is happening
in their country and around the world.
Their importance in society is at par with
that of the judiciary. However, if such an
important organ becomes tainted with
a profit mindset, democracy will start to
decay, because now they are no longer
serving the public, they are serving

themselves.
@)
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In the very powerful words of Canadian
activist Paul Watson “We live in a media
culture and whoever controls and
influences and uses the media the best,
has the power for change.” So let this
change be positive. Let this change be
the end of evils like caste discrimination.
Let this change be the end of gender
discrimination. Let this change be the
breaking of the shackles of regression,
holding India back.
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Mimi Students’ Corner

About the film:

The film is based on a Marathi film: ‘Mala Aai Vhhaychay!

Cast- Kriti Sanon, Pankaj Tripathi, Sai Tamhankar

Summary of the film

In this film, an American Couple, John and Summer, are looking for a girl for surrogacy. For that, they
come to Jaipur, India. They started searching for a girl. Then they meet Bhanu, who is a cab driver, and
they ask him if he would help them to find out a girl for surrogacy; they are ready to pay for this. They
meet many people, and one day they meet Mimi. Mimi is a beautiful dancer, a fit and healthy girl, and
they choose Mimi for surrogacy. After that, Bhanu approaches Mimi, as she doesn’'t know anything about
surrogacy, and she refuses to be a surrogate mother. Then Bhanu explained to her the entire process of
surrogacy and told her she would be a mother by medication only and that the couple was ready to pay
for this. After hearing this, Mimi decides to be a surrogate mother, as she wants to go to Mumbai, work in
Bollywood and do a celebrity kind of photo shoot; for all this, she needs money. Thus, she decides to be
a surrogate mother. She stays with her best friend Shama. After four months couple comes to India to
meet Mimi, they visit a doctor, and they get to know the child would suffer from down syndrome after the
birth of the child. They get shocked, refuse to accept the baby and decide to go back to America as they
want a healthy baby, and they cannot afford to raise a baby with a disease. Mimi returns home and tries
to convince her parents and tell them about surrogacy, and they accept her. She gave birth to a fit and
healthy child; she takes care of the child, raises the like her child and gets emotionally connected to him.
After about four years, the couple comes back to India to meet Mimi and take the child back. But, Mimi
refuses to give the child back as she says, “That | am the mother of the child | have raised the child.” The
couple tries to convince her, but she refuses. So, they file a case against Mimi, and then Mimi decides
to let go of Raj with John and Summer. But they realise if the child is not biologically ours, it's fine we will
adopt a child and love like ours as Mimi did, and they adopted a child.

My opinion:

Mimi is such a beautiful and must-watch movie. They think that if a woman can't be a biological
mother, then there is nothing to do in her life, but we need to understand inside every woman, there is a
mother. Sometimes, a woman chooses not to be a mother because of her physical health, career, and
mental health; it's absolutely her choice, her right. Sometimes a woman wants to become a mother, but
because of her health issue, she is incapable of giving birth to a child. In such a case, why can’t she be
a surrogate mother? YES, SHE CAN BE. We live in the 2Ist century, we are ready to learn new things, and
we keep ourselves updated, but we are not ready to change our mindsets; some people have accepted
this. People don't have the proper knowledge about it, and they make wrong assumptions about it. If we

don't have knowledge about a particular thing, then how can we make a statement?
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Is India Ready For E-Courts?

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to Justice everywhere™ - Martin Luther King Jr.

Our main topic of discussion is E-Court.
In a recent interview current CJI D. Y.
Chandrachud stated that current courtsin
India function in a hybrid mode with both
offline and online which make our Indian
judicial system available, accessible
and affordable to all sections of society.
It has also increased the reach of justice
to every section of society. This present
article discusses the concept of justice,
and a short overview of digital India. Brief
information on the Indian judicial system
and will be discussed along with the
advantages and challenges of E-Courts
and at the end of the article, we shall ask
ourselves the question, “Is India ready for
E-Courts?”

Points to be addressed by this article:

1. Whatis Justice?

2. Whatis the Theory of John Rawls on
Justice?

3. Brief introduction regarding Digital
India.
4.
India.

5.  Whatis an E-Court?

6. How has the COVID-19 pandemic
promoted the E-Court service in India?

7.  What is the Tele Law scheme?

8. What facilities do we get under

A short history of legal history in

E-Court?

9. What are the advantages and
disadvantages of the E-Court?

10. IsIndiaready for an E-Court facility?

Justice:

It means that an individual is treated
fairly and given the same opportunities.
Justice is always kept at the centre since
the era of human civilization. The Indian
concept of justice was spread by ancient
Indian philosophers like Manusmriti and
Kautilya. Even in the preamble of our
Indian constitution, we have three types
of justice that are social justice, economic
justice, and political justice.

John Rawl’s Theory on Justice:

John Rawls was the author of the book
named ‘A Theory of Justice’ this theory
was based on rational thinking. This
theory also played a vital role as the
foundation of Democracy. He was against
the orthodox thinking of society during
his time. In his theory, Rawls imagined a
society in which an individual is provided
an equal opportunity of resources, and
people in the society should live a life
above the minimum standard of living'.
In this theory, he used the term “Veil of

1 https://blog.ipleaders.in/john-rawls-theory-of-justice/
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Ignorance” according to this term the
born child is absent from his position in
society and has no idea about his religion,
caste, economic status, etc. If everything
is absent in their personal life and if they
face the worst situation they will start
thinking rationally and they will have
reasonable opportunities to think. Fairness
would be the outcome of rational thinking;
there would be an absence of prejudice
or discrimination the justice would be fair
and proper.

The Charter of 1616 which is also known
as the judicial charter has given the power
to the Company to make laws in India. The
court system of India comprises Supreme
Court, The High Court, and Subordinate
Courts at the district, municipal, and
village levels. The judiciary is said to be
the third pillar of democracy on which the
common man can still rely on, for justice.

Digital India:

Digital India is a flagship program of the
Government of India launched in 2015.
It basically makes government service
available to citizens electronically through
online infrastructure improvement and
also by enhancing internet connectivity
and also providing high-speed internet
networks to rural areas this wonderful?
project was launched by our Honorable
Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi on Ist
July 2015. Digital India Mission is mainly
focused on three areas:

1. Providing digital infrastructure as a
source of utility to every citizen.

2. Governance and services in
demand.

3. Toensure the digital empowerment
of every citizen.

The motto of digital India was power to
empower. The E-governance initiative
in India gained momentum in the mid-
1990s for wider sectoral applications with

an emphasis on citizen-centric services.
During the pandemic when the whole
nation was under lockdown the burden
of cases on the judiciary started rising.
Due to restrictions during the lockdown
on traveling and low public gatherings it
started creating a burden on the judiciary
regarding litigation of cases. Here came
the concept of E-Court service, as a savior
for the litigants. There were 192 crore
cases heard by the High Court of which
1.72 crore cases were disposed of and 17
crore cases data were registered in the
grid.

E-Court

E court is also known as the paperless
court. It was part of the national
E-governance plan the E-Court project is
an integrated nation-mode project under
implementation since 2007 for the ICT
development of the Indian judiciary based
on the national policy and an action plan
for implementation of information and
telecommunication technology in the
Indian judiciary. The E-Court integrated
mission mode project was launched
with the objective of improving access
to justice by using technology It was first
opened at the High court in Hyderabad. It
was inaugurated by Supreme Court Judge
Hon’ble Justice Madan B. Lokur, who heads
the E-committee of the Supreme Court?.
It eliminates the presence of the litigants
or lawyers in the courts and adjudicates
the case online. The first virtual court
was introduced at the High Court of
Punjab and Haryana at Faridabad. The
committee for E-Court was set up in
2004. E-Courts in India were introduced
in a phased manner. Under the National
E-Governance Plan, the E-Court project
began around 2007.

Phase 1

. 14,249 Districts and subordinate

2 https:/ /www.drishtiias.com/pdf/in-depth-digital-india.pdf

3 https://ecourts.gov.in/ecourts_home/
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courts digitalized or computerized.

* Laptops were distributed
judicial officials®.

«  Online petition filing was introduced.

«  National judicial data grid was set
up.

«  Video conferencing was introduced
in courts and jails.

«  Case information software system
(CIS) software was introduced to keep
data regarding past cases.

Phase 2

. Enhancement
infrastructure.

. Hardware for computer labs in
court.

« Hardware for  District
Authorities and Taluka Legal
Committees.

. Mobile-based service delivery, like
SMS and mobile apps was also introduced.
«  Court libraries were computerized.

«  Discontinuation of manual registers.

« Use of cloud computing for
documents

. Introduced E payment gateways.

The steps are taken to provide efficient
and time-bound access to citizen-centric
services of courts to plaintiffs having no
access to the internet and facing the
digital divide.

eSewa Kendras have been rolled out
to bridge the digital divide by providing
e-filing services to lawyers and litigants.
Covering all High Courts and one District
Court as a pilot project, it is being
expanded to cover all court complexes.
The government has released Rs. 12.54
crore for setting up 235 eSewa Kendras.
The eSewa Kendras are being set up at
the entry point of the court complexes with
the intention of facilitating the lawyer or
litigant who needs any kind of assistance
ranging from information to facilitation
and e-filing. As of 30.04.2022, 500 eSewa
Kendras have been made functional

to 4

of computer

Legal
Service

under 26 High Courts. These have been
funded both by the eCourts project as
well out of state funding.

On 30 October 2020, India’s first
e-resource center was inaugurated at
Nagpur in Maharashtra. The e-Resource
Centre “Nyay Kaushal” will facilitate the
e-filing of cases in the Supreme Court in
India, the High Courts, and the Districts
Courts, across the country. It will also assist
the lawyers and litigants in accessing
online e-Courts services and shall be the
savior for those who cannot afford the
technology. It will provide benefitsin saving
time, avoidance of exertion, traveling long
distances, and saving cost by offering
facilities for e-filing of cases across the
country, conducting the hearing virtually,
Scanning, Accessing e-Courts services,
etc.

Using the SMS pull facility, stakeholders
can receive case status by sending
sixteen characters CNR number of a case
to the number 97668-99899

SMS push facility is provided to
stakeholders like litigants and advocates
to get an SMS on the occurrence of each
event in a case like filing, registration,
adjournment, scrutiny, listing, transfer of
the case, disposal, uploading of orders,
etc.,, on their mobile registered with the
court.

Service desks are to be set up for
internal stakeholders to get the relevant
information.

Kiosks are installed at various court
complexes across the country. Litigants
and advocates can view case status,
cause lists, etc, on the kiosk. The same
information can also be obtained from
the Judicial Service Centre established at
each court complex.

Talks regarding Phase Il are currently in
progress.

Nyaya Bandhu:

Union Minister

for Law and Justice

4

https:/ /www.nextias.com/current-affairs/06-04-2021/3rd-phase-of-e-courts-project
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launched Tele-Law: Mobile Application
and dashboard and Nyaya Bandhus (Pro
Bono Legal Services) mobile application.

Tele Law Scheme:

The moves come after the Department
of Justice earlier implemented the pilot
project in UP, Bihar, and J&K, where over
50,000 litigants have availed of the
services.

The objective of Tele-law: Under this
legal aid services will be provided through
Common Service Centres (CSC) at the
Panchayat level, spread across the
country.

Working:

Under the scheme®, a portal called
“Tele-Law” will be launched, which will be
available across the Common Service
Centre (CSC) network. This will connect
the citizens to legal service providers.
People will be able to seek legal advice
from lawyers through video conferencing
available at the Centres CSC. The National
Legal Services Authority (NALSA) will
provide a panel of lawyers from State
capitals, who will be available through
video conferencing to provide legal
advice and counseling to the applicants.

Role of a Para Legal Volunteer (PLV):
Every CSC will also engage a PLV, who will
be the first point of contact for the rural
citizens. These PLVs will help the applicant
connect with a lawyer through the video
conferencing facility at the CSC, which
will help them in understanding the legal
issues and explain the advice given by
lawyers.

Agencies involved: It Is a collaboration
between the Ministry of Law and Justice
and the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY), which
runs the Digital India program.

Nyaya Bandhu (Pro Bono Legal
Services) Mobile Application: There are a

significant number of lawyers who would
be interested to volunteer their time and
money in providing their services pro
bono, but may not be able to perform
due to a lack of a common platform to
serve the unserved. Thus, to accelerate
and facilitate the practicing advocates to
register and connect with the registered
eligible beneficiaries, Nyaya Bandhu (Pro
Bono Legal Service) mobile application is
developed to solidify the pro bono culture
in the country.

Facilities:

« File cases online - Litigants and
advocates can file cases/applications
from their offices/homes.

« Upload pleadings -  Upload
pleadings/documents in PDF form and
e-sign online.

« Payments - Online payment of
court fee.

« Oath Recording - Administer the
oath by online video recording.

«  Portfolio Management.

« View status of cases in E-Prison
facility — The recent Shraddha Murder
Case accused Aaftab Poonawala was
using this facility because of security
reasons.

Advantages:

« Integration of judiciary data sharing
between different courts and various
departments.

« It makes legal services affordable
to all sections of society.

« It makes the litigation process
faster.

. It makes the experience of E-Court
personalized and private.

Disadvantages:

- Staffisnotwellequippedtomaintain
E-Court records.

«  Cyber security is a huge concern

5 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=1884164
6 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1848737
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because these days hackers also target
government infrastructure.

« lLack of confidence among the
litigants still prevails in the E-Court system.

Is India ready for E-Courts?

In India, we don’t have an internet facility
available everywhere. Especially rural
areas face the issue so they might not
be able to take proper advantage of this
facility. In India we have recently seen a
slight jump in literacy rate. People these
days have started understanding the
offline process of the court but if we ask
them to adopt the online facility so in my
research regarding this topic | found out
people resist the change. So, they might
face problems while adapting to this
system. Not all lawyers are tech-savvy so
they might face problems in their practice.
India has a huge problem regarding cyber
security so we might face a problem of
hacking of data.

Way Forward
We need to address data privacy and
data security, which will develop a new

platform for the Indian judicial system.
The infrastructure of the E-Court needs
sufficientmachineryanddataconnectivity
to provide virtual proceedings. We need
to have a friendly E-Court mechanism.
We need to create awareness regarding
E-Court facilities and their services with
the help of seminars and webinars.

So at the end of my article, | would like
to ask you a question on the above-given
information that when it comes to E-Court
service, what do you feel we would be
able to adapt and implement it properly
it will definitely reduce the burden of
the judiciary it will also reduce the time
consuming of judicial process so can we
rely more on it because people are less
adaptable towards change. Please think
on this.

B|b||ography
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Sonal Pandhare — Assistant Professor

Sonal ma’am, the backbone of this magazine, finds herself captivated by the powerful narrative of
“Not Without My Daughter,” a book authored by Betti Mehmood, which explores themes of strength,
resilience, and the unbreakable bond between a mother and her child. When it comes to movies, she
holds a special place in her heart for Basu Chatterjee’s delightful masterpiece, “Chhoti Si Baat,” which
beautifully captures the nuances of love and human relationships. She possesses a unique talent for
unposed and candid photography, effortlessly capturing the raw emotions and moments that unfold
before her lens. If she were to venture down an alternative career path, she envisions herself as a
Civil Servant, driven by a deep-rooted passion for serving the nation and making a positive impact
in society. Describing herself in a single word, she chooses “perseverance,” reflecting her unwavering
determination and commitment to overcoming challenges and achieving her goals.
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Introduction

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has already
transformed various sectors, including
healthcare, education, and finance. The
legal field is no exception. Al has the
potential to revolutionise the legalindustry
by making it more efficient, cost-effective,
and accessible to the masses. The use of
Al in the legal industry has been a topic
of debate for quite some time, with some
arguing that it will completely take over
the role of lawyers, while others believe it
will augment their work. In this article, we
will explore the various ways Al can impact
the legal field and the career of lawyers.

How Al helps in the legal era to make
more in no time?

Al in Legal Research

One of the most significant impacts of Al
on the legal industry is in legal research.
Al-powered legal research tools like ROSS
Intelligence are changing the way lawyers
conduct legal research. These tools
use natural language processing and
machine learning algorithms to analyze
vast amounts of legal data, including
case law, statutes, and regulations.
This enables lawyers to find relevant
information much faster than traditional
research methods, which can be time-
consuming and expensive.

Opportunities and Threats of Al for Lawyers

Al in Contract Review

Al-powered contract review tools are
also transforming the legal industry. These
tools can analyse and review contracts
to identify potential risks and issues.
Contract review is a time-consuming and
expensive process that requires lawyers to
read through thousands of pages of legal
documents. Al-powered contract reviews
tools like LawGeex and Kira Systems can
review contracts in minutes, freeing up
lawyers to focus on other important tasks.

Al in Predictive Analytics

Al can also be used to predict legal
outcomes, including the likelihood of
winning a case and the amount of
damagesthatmay be awarded.Predictive
analytics tools like Blue J Legal use
machine learning algorithms to analyse
legal data and provide insights into the
likely outcome of a case. This information
can be used by lawyers to make informed
decisions and provide better advice to
their clients.

Al in Document Drafting

Another area where Al is transforming
the legal industry is document drafting.
Al-powered document drafting tools like
Contract Express and Docassemble can
automatically generate legal documents,
including contracts and legal briefs. These
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tools use natural language processing
and machine learning algorithms to
understand the context of the document
and generate text based on predefined
rules and templates. This can save lawyers
a significant amount of time and reduce
the risk of errors.

Alin E-Discovery

E-discovery is the process of identifying
and collecting electronic data for use
as evidence in legal proceedings. Al-
powered e-discovery tools like Relativity
and Everlaw can analyze large volumes
of electronic data, including emails,
documents, and social media posts, to
identify relevant information. This can
significantly reduce the time and cost
of e-discovery, which can be a major
expense in legal proceedings.

Al in Client Interaction

Al can also be used to enhance client
interaction in the legal industry. Chatbots
and virtual assistants can be used to
provide clients with quick and easy
access to legal information and advice.
These tools can answer frequently asked
questions, provide legal guidance, and
even schedule appointments with lawyers.
This can save lawyers a significant
amount of time and improve the overall
client experience.

The Impact of Al on the Career of Lawyers

While Al is transforming the legal
industry, itis unlikely to completely replace
lawyers. However, it will change the nature
of their work and the skills required to be
a successful lawyer. Lawyers will need to
become more tech-savvy and familiar
with Al-powered tools and technologies.
They will also need to be able to analyse
and interpret the data generated by these
tools to provide better advice to their
clients.

The use of Al in the legal industry will
changethe nature of lawyers’workandthe
skills required to be a successful lawyer.
Lawyers will need to become more tech-
savvy and familiar with Al-powered tools
and technologies. They will also need to
be able to analyse and interpret the data
generated by these tools to provide better
advice to their clients.

The use of Alin the legal industry will also
lead to a shift in the types of tasks lawyers
perform. Routine tasks like legal research,
contract review, and document drafting
will be automated, freeing up lawyers to
focus on more complex tasks like litigation
and strategic planning. This will require
lawyers to develop new skills, including
data analysis, project management, and
client communication.

Al vs Lawyers

While Altechnology has made significant
progress in recent years, it is unlikely that
it will completely take over lawyers’ work
in the near future. Al can certainly assist
lawyers in a number of ways, such as
by conducting legal research, drafting
documents, and even providing legal
advice to some extent. However, there
are still many aspects of legal work that
require human expertise and judgment.

For example, legal disputes often involve
complex and nuanced issues that require
careful consideration of multiple factors,
including legal precedent, the facts of the
case, and the specific needs and goals of
the client. Almay be able to provide some
guidance in these areas, but ultimately,
it will be up to human lawyers to make
informed decisions based on their legal
knowledge and experience.

Furthermore,thelegalprofessioninvolves
a significant amount of interpersonal
communication, negotiation, and
advocacy. These skills require a level
of emotional intelligence and social
awareness that Al is not yet capable of
replicating.
e
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In summary, while Al technology
can certainly assist lawyers in various
aspects of their work, it is unlikely that it
will completely replace human lawyers
anytime soon. The most likely scenario is
that Al will continue to evolve and become
increasingly integrated into the legal
profession, but human lawyers will remain
essential for the foreseeable future.

Al Limitations

Altechnology has already been adopted
in several areas of legal practice. One
such area is legal research, where Al can
be used to quickly and accurately search
large databases of legal documents,
identify relevant cases and statutes, and
even provide insights and predictions
about how a particular legal issue is likely
to be resolved based on past outcomes.
This can save lawyers significant amounts
of time and improve the quality of their
research.

Another area where Al is being used is
document review and drafting. Al can
analyze large volumes of documents, such
as contracts orlegal briefs, and identify key
clauses, language patterns, and potential
issues. This can help lawyers identify
potential risks and opportunities more
efficiently and accurately. Additionally,
Al-powered tools can assist lawyers in
drafting legal documents by providing
suggestions for language and structure
based on similar documents and legal
precedents.

However, there are also limitations to the
capabilities of Al in the legal profession.
One ssignificantlimitationisthat Alisonly as
good as the dataitis trained on. If the data

is biased, incomplete, or inaccurate, the
Al system will reflect the same limitations.
This means that legal Al systems need
to be carefully designed and trained to
ensure that they are producing accurate
and unbiased results.

Another limitation is that Al cannot
replace human judgment and decision-
making in complex legal disputes. Legal
cases often involve unique and novel
issues that require a deep understanding
of the law and the specific circumstances
of the case. While Al can provide helpful
guidance and insights, it cannot replicate
the nuanced reasoning and judgment
that human lawyers bring to the table.

In addition, the legal profession involves
a significant amount of interpersonal
communication and negotiation, which
require a level of emotional intelligence
and social awareness that Al is not yet
capable of replicating. While Al can assist
with some aspects of communication,
such as generating responses to routine
inquiries or reviewing emails for potential
legal issues, it cannot fully replace the
human touch thatis often required to build
trust and rapport with clients, judges, and
other parties involved in legal disputes.

Conclusion

Shortly, while Al is already being used in
several areas of legal practice and has
the potential to improve the efficiency
and accuracy of legal work, it is unlikely
to completely replace human lawyers
shortly. The legal profession involves a
complex mix of analytical, interpersonal,
and creative skills that are difficult to
replicate with Al technology alone.
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Has it ever occurred that when you
are on the internet, say, for an English
assignment, and sometimes, an hour
later you find yourself lightyears away
from where you started? You are now
probably reading about a designer breed
dog and the assignment still isn't ready.
Of the 7 billion people on earth, roughly
6 billion use a cellphone, which is pretty
shocking, given that only 4.5 billion people
have access to a working toilet. The winds
of change have begun to blow for digital
transformationinindia. While we celebrate
the great comfort it brings, we must also
be familiar with its dark side. Smartphones
have impacted our lives in more ways
than we can imagine, they have changed
our physical postures, health, playing
habits, attention span, sleep schedules,
and even our thinking patterns.

Now let's take a closer look at this.
Starting with physical posture, various
studies have found that while working on
the phone 90% of people have to bend
their spines at an angle equivalent to that
of an 8-year-old child sitting on their neck.
Now, an average individual spends about
4.7 hours a day on their phone, given
this amount of time this bad posture is
really concerning. Talking about physical
health, games play an important role
in our development. Traditional games
include two types - indoor and outdoor

Walking on the Thinning Ice
of Digital Transformation

games, these are typically known for
improving psychomotor abilities. However,
nowadays a new type has emerged
recently in this field — digital gaming.
And like all the other things this has also
impacted our lives, but rather negatively.
To understand let's take an example of
the game, “Candy Crush Saga”. Here,
you achieve small rewards causing your
brain to get rewarded, which leads to little
bursts of dopamine and eventually, you
are again rewarded with new content. This
content also gives some more bursts of
dopamine and this together creates what
is known as the compulsion loop, which is
the exact same loop responsible for the
behaviours associated with nicotine and
other addictive drugs.

The only good thing about extensive tech
users is multitasking, or is it? Studies have
found that while comparing heavy media
users to others, they tend to perform
much worst during task swishing tests.
Increased online multitasking reduces
our ability to filter out interferences, and
can even make it harder for our brain to
commit information to memory.

You see, cell phones are made to be
addictive. Tristan Harris is the founder of a
non-profit organization ‘Time well spent’,
advocating for awareness of how tech
companies profit from users’ attention.
Earlier he worked as Google’s design
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ethicist. According to him, smartphones
are made to extraordinarily made to
entertain us, they are designed to keep us
hooked all the time. To understand this, we
must first understand its structure. Apps
these days are designed to stimulate us
to unnecessarily be connected online;
they are essentially acting like a puppet
master, leveraging our desire for social
connection so that we use the app more.
This can also be explained through the
“Dog Food” Effect. There was a certain man
who ate his company’s dog food in every
single board meeting he had. Sounds
weird, right? He was trying to gain the trust
of the members by showing he was truly
invested in his product. Hence, initiated
by him, this method is now termed as the
“Dog Food” effect. Now many companies
use this effect to help gain the trust of their
consumers. However, in the case of tech
giants, this is simply not the case. In 2011,
in a New York Times interview, Steve Jobs
said he prohibited his children from using
the newly released iPad. In fact, this is a
very common thinginthetechworld.There
is a school near Silicon Valley, called the
‘Waldorf School of the Peninsula’ and they
do not introduce screens until the eighth
grade. Now what s really interesting about
this school is that seventy-five percent of
the kids who go there have parents who
are high-level Silicon Valley tech experts.

Apart from everything explained above,
there is more to this. A major downfall of
the internet today is the phenomenon of
“endless scrolling”. This can be explained
through the skinner box, where a mouse is
keptin abox, and aleveris provided inside
it. So, when the mouse presses the bar,
it sometimes gets food, but other times
nothing happens. Therefore obviously,
the mouse keeps pushing the lever until it
gets its food. But what does this box have
to do with endless scrolling? The principle
behind scrolling and this experiment
are basically the same; the action is
repeated until the reward is delivered. In

this case, the reward might be some post,
a comment or a like, etc. Social media
feeds are infinite by design, you can scroll
forever and never run out of posts. This
technique often robs us of our “stopping
cues”. A stopping cue is a signal to move
on to something different, to something
new. Take the example of newspapers or
books, eventually, you get to the end of the
page or the chapter and that's when you
move on to do something different. In the
case of your online feed though, it never
happens, and that is why scrolling can
sometimes feel automatic or mindless
like more a result of conditioning than an
endless choice. This is the very reason why
we spend more time on our phones than
we intend to. Apart from non-productivity
and waste of time, mindless scrolling can
negatively affect one’s mental health. The
Cleveland Clinic's research suggests that
mindless scrolling can make depression
and anxiety worse due to feeling left out of
invites or parties that someone may have
posted about. Spawning from a sense of
inadequacy about one’s appearance or a
perceived lack of achievements, anyone
scrolling on their phones for extended
periods and misusing social media, faces
an elevated risk of loneliness, self-harm,
and suicide.

All these reasons have led people to
switch from smartphonestodumbphones.
Dumbphones are basic handsets or
feature phones, the ones with buttons on
them. These phones were first released in
the 1990s and early 2000s, and now they
are making a comeback. Google searches
for these have jumped to 89% between
2018 and 2021; today India has more than
300 million users of dumbphones. Clearly
people are trying to become internet free
as much as possible. While the general
public is switching to dumbphones,
various companies and firms around the
globe are using creative techniques to
reduce screen time. For example, a Dutch
firm has adopted a method where they
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have rigged their desks to the ceiling. And
at 6 pm every day, it doesn't matter who
you are emailing, or what you are doing,
the desks rise and stick to the ceiling. This
may sound funny, but this is indeed, a
great stopping rule, isn't it?

However not every institution can go
for such rising desks and dumbphones
certainly cannot be a total replacement
for our smartphones. According to a
global-spiritual yoga and lifestyle guide,
Jaggi Vasudev is popularly known by
the name “Sadguru”. The problem is not
the cell phone or the addiction; it is the
mental ‘compulsiveness’ of the people,
and the solution to this, he believes, is only
‘consciousness’. He believes that tech has
created a psychological reality for all of us
and that petty creation has turned out to
be larger than the magnificent creation of
the creator. Being human basically means
that you can consciously decide what is
the nature of your experience right now,
the only problem right now is that live is
not happening the way it should happen.
If your mind thinks the way you want, and
your body functions the way to want life
is happening the way you want — that's
spiritual process. In simple words, what's

happening on your phone has become
bigger than the cosmos itself, the made-
up world has become larger that the
real world. Just to correct this is learning
consciousness.

So, while exploring Sadguru’s solutions
may need a spiritual edge, here are some
easy ways to get rid of your nomophobia.
According to Tristan Harris, you can
simply start by turning off the nonhuman
notifications such asthe add, post, like,and
email spam box notifications. Secondly,
by switching to grey scales. Bright colours
often pull our attention, black, white, or
grey colours are not capable of that.
Thirdly, and most importantly, put a cap
on your scrolling. Try focusing on your
surroundings, and the people around
you, or even try doing nothing. This may
seem like a huge long-term task, but try
thinking about it in this way. Every day you
wake up try using your cellphone for the
minimum possible time. Just take one
day at a time, because at the end how we
spend our days is how we spend our lives.
| think using the tech is like holding a really
sharp-bladed sword, your future depends
upon which side you choose to hold.

Get to Know Your Staff

Jyoti Shete - Assistant Professor

Immersed in the literary world, Jyoti ma’am’s favourite book is “Partner” by V. P. Kale, a tale that has
left a lasting impression on her. When it comes to cinema, the thought-provoking movie “Oh My God”,
holds a special place in her heart. Beyond her academic and professional endeavours, she harbours
a pair of hidden talents: dancing and writing, which allow her to express herself through movement as
well as the written word. If the path of academia hadn’t beckoned, her passion for capturing moments
and stories through the lens would have led her to pursue photography. In her own unique perspective,
she used one word to describe herself as a “celebration”, embodying a spirit of joy, gratitude, and a zest

for embracing life’s beautiful moments.
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2040... has anybody imagined what 17
years from today is going to look like? In
a generation of auto-pilot cars like Tesla
and BMW already, there should be no
hesitation in saying that our automobile
industries will transform fully electrical
by then, with the most exemplar-looking
cars.

This itself stands as an example of
how we are proceeding toward a digital
landscape. PM Modi's emphasis on the
digitalIndia campaignis going toincrease
the scope of technology in the country.
The introduction of this digital India
campaign resulted in the country’s digital
population amounting to approximately
658 million active users as of February
2022. Adaptability, a key 21st-century skill,
lies at the heart of ‘innovation’ and its
core principles. In adopting these tenets,
education is experiencing a cultural
shift towards a willingness and ability to
change at the same pace as the world
around it and this is a brilliant step toward
evolution. Innovation shall forge this
merger, there is no other way!

Digital  technologies are  quickly
transforming the world, simultaneously
providing for new advancements in
human status and giving rise to profound
evolutions. Digital communication has
changed the world. These technologies
have exploded across India and have

India - Towards a Digital Landscape

significantly transformed the media
landscape. Multi-national organizations
and corporations have been at the
forefronttoincorporate thischangeintheir
workplaces. This statement lies its basis in
the fact that without digital technologies,
making brands known worldwide and
earning goodwill for the company would
take years. And this is done via digital
sites. For instance,

Google, established in 1998 by Larry
Author and Sergey Brin, began as a radical
current web search engine that spurred
the development of one of this earth’s
most valuable brands (worth $309 billion
in 2019, according to statistics reported by
CNBC).

Google has turned into a large,
international engineering organization,
producing all things internet-related,
including its web application (Chrome),
laptops (Chromebooks), smart

lasses, and internet television streams

Chromecast). On one hand, India is
transforming towards a digital landscape
whereas, on the other, complexities are
growing.Asdigitaltechnologies arerapidly
transforming societies and economies,
simultaneously, it has been advancing the
human race and conditions and creating
unprecedented challenges. For instance,
less opportunistic people adjusting to
the fast-growing world. The competing
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standards go high, lessening trust and
cooperation. These challenges are multi-
faceted and hold a variety of perspectives.

Hence, how well are we managing
the complex impacts on individual and
collective lives? The answer here puts
the question of ‘faith’ online. It is the trust
that people need to put in, to diversify
their tenets. There is an instance that
shows how people could make that
happen. According to the statistics
provided by “smart insights, “ people on
an average spend 7 hours and 19 minutes
on the internet. This could be for curating
information, gathering knowledge on daily
news, and current affairs, or searching for
ways to tackle a particular disease. They
tend to rely upon this information and use
it for their betterment.

Digital technologies have advanced
more rapidly than any innovation in
our history, reaching around 50% of the
contribution to the world’'s development.
Inthe 2 decades, due to digital technology,
societies have been transforming. By
enhancing connectivity and far-reaching
resources, societies are being integrated.
In the health sector, artificial intelligence
is used to diagnose people beforehand,
and save lives.

These days, people earn digitized
money. This happens due to the possibility
of blockchains and bitcoins that have
developed in this sector. Finance markets,
commerce, healthcare, real estate, and
many more are being pulled into the same
scope. Now, let us ask the key question as
to how all of this is being made possible.
The key trends that developed through
this digitization process were introduced.
To name a few - A.l, chatbots, voice and
visualsearch,anddataanalytics.Viathese
mediums, people acquire information,
develop a sense for creative ideas and
hence, establish their organizations. Under
A.l, according to the 2022 report titled -
‘How countries are leveraging computing

power to achieve their national artificial
intelligence strategies’ by the prestigious
US Think-tank, The Brookings Institution,
‘India is at 6th spot in the world in terms of
technological progress and investments
in artificial intelligence’. Under voice and
visual search, according to Deloitte’s
2022 Global TMT (Technology, Media, and
Entertainment, Telecom) report, as of 202],
Indiahad 1.2 billion mobile phone users
out of which 750 million were smartphone
users. Thereport predicts thatsmartphone
users in India are likely to reach 1 billion
by 2026, banking on the rising adoption
of smartphones in rural India where
demand will grow at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 6% from 2021 to
2026, compared to 2.5% between 2021 to
2026. This is indeed a “glad tidying” for the
digital marketing sector. Data analytics
is one smart way by which entrepreneurs
obtain large profits. For example, an alpha
company creates a novelty product.
People then suggest ways for procuring
what they need from that product and
hence, these entrepreneurs then modify
them according to people’s needs and
requirements. This way, companies feel
empowered as they tend to satisfy the
wants of their customers. For instance-
BharatPe  (India’s  largest  FinTech
Company) leveraged data analytics
to analyze the capital requirements of
SMEs and was able to finance them over
Rs, 3,000 Crores with a 96% repayment
rate. Data analytics allowed BharatPe
in analysing the creditworthiness of the
SMEs and disburse the loan.

We are halfway there through entirely
digitizing India. With the way we have
been progressing, it should not take us
more than 15 more years to be fully there.
With a bumpy ride and many pros and
cons along the way, digitization is going
to take place to title India is a “developed”
nation, rather than a “developing” one.
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The history of film is replete with
innovations that have altered the seventh
art ever since, both in terms of how it is
made and how the audience enjoys it. Not
only are movies significant money, but
they are also a large element of popular
culture. They have a huge influence on
how people view the world and how people
behave, since they convey information,
induce empathy, and alter everyday
behavior. This entertainment medium and
art form originated more than a century
ago with a relatively rudimentary motion-
picture camera and projector technology.
Since then, technical advancements have
strengthened the medium while also
broadening its expressive capabilities.
From the early days of sequential
photography to the advent of sound
and color to the development of CGl,
the convergence of technological and
cinematic breakthroughs has catapulted
the moving picture from non-existent to
ubiquitousinlessthan 200 years.Foralong
time, film distribution methods remain
unchanged. Movies stayed in theatres
for a long time before it being available
on television for the viewers. People had
to pay for channel bundles from cable
companies or rent VHS tapes or DVDs from
video stores if they wanted to view current
or past seasons of their favorite series. New
movies were either shown in theaters or
were low-budget TV productions. But now

Movies and Technology

the movies are available on OTT platforms
a couple of weeks after the release. Movie
technology used to be a bit of a farce.
However, with the advent of amazing
computer animation, it is no longer
impossible to realize someone’s vision of
the future in a film. Now sci-fi writers and
tech creators can use movies to paint the
road ahead and inspire millions of people
to make their visions into a reality. From
the earlier times entertainment industry
has evolved immensely after the advent
of technology. The use of graphics and
VFX was not prevalent in the earlier times,
while now in most films, from Avatar
to Bahubali we can see an extensive
use of animation and visual effects.
Technological advancements have a
profound impact on the entertainment
industry, influencing and transforming
it in a variety of ways. Technology
advancements in the entertainment
industry have made entertainment more
pleasant, inexpensive, and accessible.
Since Roundhay Garden Scene, the oldest
surviving movie, the industry has been
constantly innovating to make better
movies.

Technology has simplified the process
for everyone involved in filmmaking. Until
recently, editing was accomplished by
physically cutting and pasting the film
together which was a laborious process.

o

2022-23



It was burdensome work that generated
only low-quality images. However, new,
lighter cameras have enabled clearer
images and shots previously believed
impossible. The most obvious effect
of technology is perhaps seen in the
advent of new cameras that enable
cinematographers to shoot in greater
resolution, allowing spectators to take in
more of the incredible set design. Films
that were impossible to visualize before
are now possible because technology
drives large chunks of the movies. Besides
that, with the introduction of the cloud, film
editing has never been simpler. Teams
across the world can work collaboratively
on a film from anywhere, in the comfort
of their own homes. The latter opens up
an entirely novel world for flmmakers who
hadn’t been able to participate before.
In a short period of time, technological
advances have transformed the film
industry from black-and-white films and
silent films like Raja Harishchandra to
high-definition films such as Star Wars
capable of transporting the audience to
the virtual world. The potential to film and
upload video with a phone has already
had a significant impact on film by letting
anybody to create their own kinds of work
with little operating costs or technical
knowledge. Marathi film Pondicherry
which was directed by Sachin Kundalkar
has been completely shot on a phone.
Computer programming languages are
progressively being integrated into the
future of flmmaking technology due to the
increasingly digital nature of modern film
technologies. If computer programs are
simply sophisticated collections of simple
instructions, their editing uses are virtually
limitless. With algorithmic video editing,
footage can be automatically trimmed to
meet a specific aesthetic. It can be used
to arrange the mountain of documentary
production footage by visual identifiers
such as faces and landscapes.

The way films are viewed changed as

technology advanced. In 1970, IMAX, a
new format, promised a tenfold increase
in screen size above regular films. The
number of IMAX theaters rose slowly due
to building expenses. The quantity of IMAX
movies was limited due to production
costs.IMAXinstalleditssysteminmuseums
during its first 25 years, and the maijority
of its films were nature documentaries. In
initial times IMAX faced the classic issue
— chicken and egg problem and hence
decided to work on it and came up with
the groundbreaking new technology -
Digital Remastering which allowed them
to transform an already made film into
an IMAX superhit. This technology allowed
studios to convert their masterpiece films
into even more interesting IMAX films.
One of the first movies which used this
technique was Apollo 13. Ever since then
Hollywood's interestin IMAX has continued
to grow with time. In India Dhoom 3 was
the first IMAX film which was released in
the year 2013. Bahubali 2 — The Conclusion,
one of the biggest hits in the Indian film
industry was also the first Indian film
to use an aspect ratio of 1.90:1 on IMAX
screens. Like IMAX, Netflix is another
quantum leap of technology which the
world has experienced. In the late 1990s,
Netflix appeared, portraying itself as the
first online DVD rental company, which
finally made going to a video rental store
less convenient for customers. Netflix
was able to develop an online video
streaming service when computer and
internet speeds increased in the late
2000s. To gain a better understanding of
how Netflix usage has evolved over time,
in Q4 2022, there were approximately
231 million Netflix subscribers worldwide.
Netflix had established itself as a major
force in the entertainment business by
the 2010s, and everyone sought to mimic
their success. Amazon, Hulu, and HBO
quickly followed, and now big media
corporations and networks such as

Disney and NBC are establishing their own
e
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streaming services. If Netflix has taught us
anything, it is that big data and artificial
intelligence are critical to the future of
cinema and television production. They're
able to develop TV shows and films that
viewers dare more likely to be interested
in by gathering data on user behavior.
Last two years, the COVID-19 pandemic
led to an unprecedented increase in the
consumption of digital content. Many
movies were digitally released on OTT
platforms as theatres were closed, for
example Shershaah, a movie which
received a huge amount of positive
response from audience was at first
delayed and then released digitally on
Amazon Prime. The digital distribution of
cinema has not yet reached its pinnacle,
but indie filmmakers stand to benefit the
most. For a long time, YouTube distribution
was the most popular type of promotion.
Studios have published big-budget
trailers, while independent filmmakers
have sought financing and curious eyes
have been submitting video on numerous
YouTube channels.

Technology has enabled film makers
to create jaw dropping visual effects
which transport the audience to another
world. For instance, movies like Star Wars,
Bahubali series had ‘to good to be true’
special effects used in them. From the
bullfight scenes to the entire Mahishmati
City has been created with the use
of VFX in the movie Bahubali. The film
makers had hired over 15 VFX companies
to deliver the larger-than-life movie
experience to the audience. If anything
has stood out in recent film innovation, it
is without a doubt the works of animation.
And Disney has played a significant role
in these advancements. Zootopiaq, Finding
Nemo, Moana are just a few movies
which have amazed us with their life like
characters. The movie industry has been
transformed by technology, which has
created new opportunities for storytelling,
visual effects, and audience engagement.

We can expect even more amazing
advancements in the world of movies
as technology continues to evolve. While
current 3D technology makes watching
movies more engaging and entertaining,
virtual reality is expected to be the future
of cinema. Real-time rendering is an
important example of modern cinema
technology related with virtual production,
an evolving set of methods in which
filmmakers merge virtual and real aspects
into a single seamless whole. Real-time
rendering is a powerful technological
solution that allows changes to a digital
environment to be made almost instantly,
without the time-consuming render
delays that traditionally hampered the
cinema CGlI production.

Technology not only has helped
filmmakers to connect with the audience
through various social platforms but also
has helped them to deliver movies with
more immersive experiences with the
help of Artificial Intelligence and other
such technologies. With technological
advancement moving at a breakneck
pace, science fiction writers’ and directors’
fantasies are increasingly becoming
reality. Concepts that were once
considered absurd or even implausible
have become reality.

Let’s take a look at a few movies whose
once imaginative concepts have come
close to reality in the present-day world -

1) Metropolis, 1927 — It is considered to be
the first film which had concept of ‘robot".
Now that the concept of robots has
become so common to us, it's difficult to
believe that it was once just a filmmaker’s
innovative idea.

2) 2001 — A Space Odyssey - From tablet
computers to space tourism, the list of
things predicted in this film could probably
take up a whole editorial. One can see the
use of video calling in the movie which skip
to present times can be considered asone
of the prime mediums of communication
in the COVID -19 lockdown period.
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3) Her (2013)- The plot revolves around
how a person falls in love with voice
assistant. In today’s times Siri, Google
Home have become a significant part of
many households.

4) Star Wars — This film had many mind
boggling concepts out of which Some of
its more functional innovations, such as
built-in vehicle navigation systems (sat
nav) and bionic limbs, have long been a
reality.

The topic of numerous films is the perils
of emerging technology. These movies
explore moral issues like what it means to
be human and the distinctions between
humans and androids. Several of them
talk about realizing our wildest dreams or
portray hackers as the knights who would
slay corporate demons. The themes
repeatedly stress the need to disconnect
from technology and head back to a
simpler era. The best movies serve as a
kind of faraway mirror that reflects our
civilization while also providing a glimpse
into the future. The world will see more
and more use of technology in the coming
times. Virtual Reality often referred as
VR keeps you on the edge of your seat,
allowing you to see the scene with more
sensory stimulation than ever before.
VR technology is still in its infancy at the
moment, but it will undoubtedly become
mainstream in the future. 3D printing, as
a new technology in the film business,
is being used to push the boundaries of
prop creation, costume design, and other
areas. The unique capabilities of this new
technology enable artists to create three-

dimensional items with a degree of detail
that would take countless hours of human
effort to reproduce by hand. Moreover,
3D printing allows these products to
be easily tweaked and iterated. As the
world is seeing an increased use of loT
devices we might also see a change in
the type of content that is being made,
we might see content being more
audience driven than creator driven.
Computer programming languages are
progressively being integrated into the
future of filmmaking technology due to
the increasingly digital nature of modern
film technologies. If computer programs
are simply sophisticated collections of
simple instructions, their editing uses are
virtually limitless. Marvel, DC, Disney have
already shown what kind of movies can
technology help film makers make. At
the end of the day technology makes it
much easier and simpler to produce films
which ultimately benefits makers and
viewers both. With time movies with high
use of animation technology and VFX will
further continue to increase in numbers.
There are yet many technologies which
have been shown in movies which haven't
become a reality until now. If PASIV device
from Inception which lets one control their
dreams becomes a reality it could be
incredibly exciting. If teleporters shown
in Star Trek be a fact of life in the future it
would be one of the wildest fantasies to
have come true. Technology may further
increase scope of movies in different
horizons which maybe unknown to us as
of now.
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India as a nation-state and a market
place possesses immense potential
for transforming lives, businesses, the
economy, society, and knowledge through
the intelligent use of digital services and
solutions. In fact, India has started its digital
transformation journey in various contours
of life and business, even though it is quite
uneven.

Our private enterprises are adopting
digital solutions quite aggressively where
banking and telecom industries are the
front runners in this race. Healthcare, Media
& Entertainment, Retail and other sectors
are following suit.

Though at a slower pace, our educational
institutions and knowledge management
industries are also catching up in this
direction. Our public sector institutions
have also realized the need to transform
digitally and have embraced the digital
bandwagon.

Where the future of digital society in
India is concerned, we need to create
a revolutionary and  fundamental
transformation for a long-lasting impact.
The adoption of the best practices from
digital visionaries from other parts of the
globe must change and focus should be
given on our own digital business models
and digital economic systems which
should be developed in our own indigenous
ways. Our youngsters should be mentored
to become digital thought leaders in their

Transforming India:
Towards a Digital Landscape

own methods and tools. Only if we carve
out our own niche methods and pathways,
we can build a truly digital society in full
scale and deep scope.

Digital transformation is a global trend.
India is a democratic country with a huge
number of IT professionals and is bound to
notonly adoptthe trend butalsobecomean
active catalyst. India Stack s proof of it. India
Stack Aadhaar System is the world's largest
database of citizens. Indian architects have
designed it in an exemplary manner. It's
based on the PLATFORM architecture style
which is causing innovations to happen in
the Aadhaar System. The ‘UPI" is built over
it, which is set to remove intermediaries
(credit card companies) to drastically
lower the loss of financial transactions.

Bangalore is taking the lead in launching
innovative solutions using high-tech
emerging technologies of Artificial
Intelligence, such as Blockchain and IOT.
The Indian Fintech software market is
poised to touch USD 2.4 billion by 2020 from
the current USD 1.2 billion in the Financial
Year (FY) 2016.

Lately, leading institutions in India are
playing a proactive role by organizing
events and competitions as well as offering
technical courses. For instance, IIT Roorkee,
one of the premier institutions of our
country, organized the Global Entrepreneur
Conclave to enhance entrepreneurial
skills and recognized those students who
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displayed exemplary skills in technology-
related fields.

A relevant case is the Kotak Fintech
mobility hackathon that partnered with
NASSCOMM 10,000 start-ups to identify
founders developing apps that revolve
around innovation in banking. Secondly,
non-financial institutions focus more on
incubation than acceleration. Some of the
most significant initiatives include PayPal
Incubator and Yes Fintech.

Apart from this, the government’'s push
towards financial inclusion for India’s
population is a critical factor as well. The
launch of the ‘Jan Dhan Yojana’ scheme
aims to provide a bank account to every
citizen. Fintech start-ups can capitalize on
such opportunities by offering simplified
and efficient transaction services. The
government’s  biometric  identification
database, Aadhar, contains information of
over 1 billion Indian citizens; this is likely to
minimize the effort required for first-level
verification of customers.

The“Digitalindia” campaignwaslaunched
by the government of India to uplift the
usage of technology in India. The objective
was to make Government services easily
available to the citizens electronically
by improving its online infrastructure all
over the country. The process would be
structured to increase internet connectivity
to make the country digitally empowered.
It helps to reach out to the masses and
encourages them to use technology in
their daily lives. Prime Minister Mr. Narendra
Modi launched the campaign on July 1],
2015. The initiative aims at connecting rural
India with the help of high-speed internet
connectivity.

There are three components at the core
of the “Digital India” campaign.

1. Creation of Digital Infrastructure :

To be able to deploy various digital
services across the country, it is necessary
to create a strong digital infrastructure,
especially in rural areas of the country.
The interior regions of the country either
have very little or mostly do not have

any electronic network. This is the reason
behind establishing a digital network
across the country. Bharat Broadband
Network Limited, the governmental body
that is responsible for the execution of the
National Optical Fiber Network project is
responsible for the Digital India project as
well. Bharat Net aims to connect 2,50,500-
gram panchayats across the country to a
high-speed internet network via an optical
fiber network. 4,00,000 internet points will
be established all across the country as
part of the program, from which anybody
will be able to access the internet.

2.  Delivery of Digital Service :

A major component of the Digital India
campaign is to deliver government services
and other essential services digitally. It
is easier to change the way of delivering
services from physical to digital. Many
services of the Government of India were
digitized under the Digital India Campaign.

All ministries would be linked under this
scheme, and all departments will be able to
reach out to the people with fundamental
serviceslike health care,banking,education,
scholarships, gas cylinders, water and
electricity bills, and judicial services. The
daily monetary transactions of people were
also converted into digital mode. To ensure
transparency in the transactions and curb
corruption all the money transactions are
being made online, and are supported by
one-time passwords.

3. Digital Literacy:

For the full participation of the people of
India, the competency that they need to
have is called Digital Literacy. The basic
behavior, knowledge, and skills required
to effectively use digital devices are
mandatory. Desktop PCs, laptops, tablets,
and smartphones are digital devices used
to communicate, express, collaborate, and
advocate. The mission of Digital Literacy will
be to cover over six crore rural households.

With the Digital India Programme,
the Government of India is hoping to
achieve all-around growth on multiple
fronts collectively. The objective of the
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Government is to target the nine ‘Pillars of
Digital India’ that are identified as follows.

. Broadband Highways

. Universal Access to
Connectivity

. Public Interest Access Programme

. E-Governance

. E-Kranti

. Global Information

. Electronics Manufacturing

. Training in Information Technology
for Jobs

. Early Harvest Programmes

To directly benefit the citizens of all future
government schemes.

The awareness of the importance of
technology has been successfully created
among the masses of India through the
Digital India campaign. There has been
a vast growth in the usage of the internet
and technology in the past few years. The
Panchkula district in Haryana was awarded
the best and top-performing district under
the Digital India campaign on the 28th of
December 2015.

So far, services such as digital lockers,
my government website, e-education,
scholarships, pensions, ration cards, PAN
cards, Aadhar cards, e-insurance, and
e-health have been made accessible under
this plan. The goal has been established for
the Digital India project to be completely
implemented by 2019.

Technology giants from all over the world
paid attention to the Digital India campaign
and are readily and happily supporting this
initiative. Even Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of
Facebook, changed his profile picture in the
support of Digital India. He started a trend
on Facebook and promised to get the WiFi
Hotspots in rural India working. Google has
started working towards its commitment of
providing broadband connectivity at 500
railway stations in India. Microsoft agreed
on providing broadband connectivity to
5,00,000 villages in the country. Microsoft
is also making India its cloud hub via the
Indian data centers. Oracle planned on
investing in 20 states to work on Smart City

Mobile

initiatives and payments.

. Accessible India Campaign and
Mobile App - It is also known as Sugamya
Bharat Abhiyan. Its principal goal is to
make all services open to individuals with
disabilities.

. Unified Mobile Application for New-
Age Governance (UMANG) - This mobile
platform can be used on any device. This
software is available in a variety of Indian
languages. This software allows users to
access a variety of services. Education
portals, a digital locker, Aadhar, tax, and
train ticket purchasing are among the
services available.

. Agri Market App - It was created to
make agricultural prices known to farmers
and discourage them from selling too soon.

. Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao - Ensuring
the welfare and nurturing of a girl child
and also making sure that every girl child
attends school.

«  Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) - It
makes payments quickly, easily, and simply
through the Unified Payment Interface (UPI).
It also allows the bank to accept instant
payments and money collections using
mobile phone numbers.

. Crop Insurance Mobile App - Used
to calculate crop insurance premiums
depending on numerous characteristics
such as area or loan amount, if a loan is
taken out.

«  E-Hospital - It's an HMIS (Hospital
Management Information System) for
hospitals’internalworkflows and operations.

. E-Pathshala - The National Council
of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) created it to make all educational
resources, such as books and videos,
available online.

. EPFO Web Portal and Mobile App -
Allow workers to check the amount of their
provident fund using an e-passbook, which
is a virtual equivalent of a real passbook.

. Start-up India Portal and Mobile
App - It is a government of India program
to encourage entrepreneurs to develop
businesses (start-ups) in the country to
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expand sustainably.

The Benefits of a Digital India

. ltmakes healthcareandliteracymore
accessible since one may use a hospital
service to receive online registration, a
doctor's appointment, payment of the
charge, a diagnostic test, and a blood test,
among other things.

. It allows consumers to submit their
paperwork and certifications online from
anywhere, reducing the amount of physical
work required. Citizens can digitally sign
their records online to sign the framework.

. It benefits the beneficiaries of the
National Scholarship Portal by allowing
them to submit applications, have them
verified, and then be paid or disbursed.

BSNL's next-generation network  will
replace 30-year-old telephone exchanges
for improved administration of online
services on mobile devices like voice,
data, multimedia, etc. Flexible electronics
will be promoted with the support of the
National Center for Flexible Electronics. As
all transactions are completed through the
digital method, it also aids in the reduction
of black marketing.

Unveiling the Power of Introverts in a Noisy World Students’ Corner

One of the recent books | read was “Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Cannot Stop Talking”.
It is one of the best books to have, especially if you are an introvert.
This book is close to me because, as an introvert, who is always being judged for not being more
expressive or speaking more, this book feels like a safe space to get to know and understand yourself
better.
Susan Cain, the author of this book, has portrayed how, in this world of extroverts, introverts play
a significant role. According to research, one in three people is introverted. This book will make you
comfortable with yourself, make you understand the benefits of being an introvert, how to play a role in
this world where you are expected to always interact and socialise, and how to make yourself feel more
confident in the places where you need to prove yourself to others.
It talks about introverts being highly undervalued, and the book provides a lot of examples and case
studies to prove its point. It also has a lot of scientific and logical inferences, which will make this book
more interesting to read.
Quiet will surely change your perspective on introverts and make you value them more. Here, Susan
is not at all trying to criticize extroverts but trying to show the positives of introverts, making them
value themselves, understanding their strengths, and how they do not have to act like extroverts to be
successful in life. This book is a future guide, explaining how to calm yourself while giving a presentation,
how to become comfortable interacting, and why it is important to shift your personality when needed.
Susan also mentions that you should never run away from your fears, such as public speaking or
interacting, because you will have to face them somewhere or someday. The more important part is to
face them, slowly learn them, and eventually be comfortable with them.
Some of the good quotes from the given book are:
1. “Introverts, in contrast, may have strong social skills and enjoy parties and business meetings, but after
a while they wish, they were home in their pyjamas. They prefer to devote their social energies to close
friends, colleagues, and family. They listen more than they talk, think before they speak, and often feel as
if they express themselves better in writing than in conversation. They tend to dislike conflict. Many have
a horror of small talk, but enjoy deep discussions.”
2. "Do not think of introversion as something that needs to be cured.”
3. “Shyness is the fear of social disapproval or humiliation, while introversion is a preference for
environments that are not overstimulating.” “Shyness is inherently painful; introversion is not.”
Hence, this book gave me a really good experience, making me more confident in myself and not getting
influenced and impacted by the set notions of being outgoing to have a good future.

- Risha Jain, 29 BA LLB
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If Alan Turing were alive today, | imagine
his eyes would be sparkling with excitement
at the dawn of the quantum computing
age. Quantum computing is a paradigm
shift in the way we process and store
information, but it also raises significant
legal concerns. The most pressing issue
is data privacy, as the technology’s
power allows for the breaking of current
encryption methods that protect sensitive
information. Governments, businesses,
and individuals need to collaborate
to develop new encryption methods
resistant to quantum computing attacks.
Liability is another critical issue that
arises with the increased prevalence of
quantum computing, as it becomes more
challenging to determine accountability for
errors or security breaches that may occur
due to quantum computing. The advent
of quantum computing could simplify the
task of breaching encryption and security
measures protecting copyrighted
content, leading towidespread piracy of
digital content and far-reaching economic
implicationsfor the entertainmentindustry.
Itcould alsoincrease competitionandresult
in patent disputes. Therefore, it is essential
to take proactive and collaborative steps
to address these legal and ethical issues
and ensure that this powerful technology
is used for the betterment of society, rather
than its detriment.

It represents a seismic shift that could

Quantum Computing: Its Legal Future

radically change the way we understand
information, but it also raises significant
legal concerns, particularly with regards
to cybersecurity, liability, data privacy,
and intellectual property. The immense
computing power of quantum computers
could pose a considerable threat to
businesses, national security, and
individuals’ sensitive information.

As a result, governments, businesses,
and individuals must work together to
develop new encryption methods that are
resistant to quantum computing attacks.
Liability is another critical issue that
arises with the increased prevalence of
quantum computing, as it becomes more
challenging to determine accountability for
errors or security breaches that may occur
due to quantum computing. Furthermore,
the advent of quantum computing
could simplify the task of breaching
encryption and security measures
protecting copyrighted content, leading
to widespread piracy of digital content
and far-reaching economic implications
for the entertainment industry. It could
also increase competition and result in
patent disputes. Therefore, it is essential
to take proactive and collaborative steps
to address these legal and ethical issues
and ensure that this powerful technology
is used for the betterment of society, rather
than its detriment. It is a lasting change in
utilising quantum bits or “qubits” to exist
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in multiple states simultaneously, leading
to accelerated computational tasks
and new avenues of scientific research
and data analysis. Nevertheless, like any
transformative  technology, quantum
computing brings up significant legal
implications that need addressing. The
most pressing issue is data privacy, as the
technology’s power allows for the breaking
of current encryption methods that protect
sensitive information. Governments,
businesses, and individuals need to
collaborate to develop new encryption
methods resistant to quantum computing
attacks.Intellectual propertyis anotherlegal
concern, as quantum computers could
potentially break through encryption and
security measures protecting copyrighted
content, leading to widespread piracy
and economic consequences. Moreover,
quantum computing could escalate
the pace of technological development,
resulting in increased competition and
patent disputes. Thus, it is essential to
address these legal issues proactively
and collaboratively to ensure that the
technology benefits society rather than
causing harm. To illustrate the nature of
the issue let us use the example of a self-
driving car. Who is responsible if a self-
driving car using quantum computing
technology causes an accident — the car
manufacturer, the quantum computing
developer, or the car owner? Legal
frameworks must be established to
address these complex questions.

The advent of quantum computing could
make it easier to break the encryption
and security measures that protect
copyrighted content. Such developments
could lead to widespread piracy of digital
content, with far-reaching economic
implications for the entertainment industry.
Intellectual property rights are another
important legal issue related to quantum
computing. Quantum computing can
enable easy development of new products
and technologies, which in turn can
increase competition and lead to patent

disputes. Quantum computing has also
raised legitimate cybersecurity concerns.
Its massive computing power can pave the
way for hackers to break through firewalls
and other security measures and gain
access to sensitive data. This can cause
serious financial damage to companies
and also pose a threat to national security
on a larger scale. Therefore, it is imperative
to take the necessary steps to prepare for
the legal and ethical issues that are likely
to arise with quantum computing. The
legal implications ofquantum computing
go beyond cybersecurity and liability and
include issues such as data protection and
intellectual property rights. Moving forward
with quantum computing technology,these
pressing legal issues must be addressed
through new legal frameworks. While
the potential benefits of this technology
are immense, it is imperative to adopt a
comprehensive approach to address the
legal implications highlighted by quantum
computing. It is important to understand
that quantum computingis not just another
technological innovation — it represents a
paradigm shift in the way we approach
computing and computing. The power
of quantum computing comes from its
ability to exploit the strange and intuitive
behavior of subatomic particles to perform
calculations that would be impossible on
classical computers. This opens up new
frontiers for research and data analysis,
but also raises many legal and ethical
issues that need to be resolved.

One of the biggest challenges of
quantum computing is its potential to
break current encryption methods that
protect sensitive information. This has
profound implications for data protection
and cybersecurity, ds quantum computers
can theoretically access encrypted
data that is currently considered secure.
Governments, companies and individuals
must work together to develop new
encryption methods that can withstand
quantum computing attacks. Another
critical issue is accountability. As quantum
&
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computing becomes more commonplace,
it will become increasingly difficult to
assign responsibility for errors or security
breaches caused by quantum computing.
The example of a self-driving car using
quantum computing technology causing
a crash raises complex legal questions
that need to be addressed through new
legal frameworks. In addition, quantum
computing could have a significant
economic impact on the entertainment
industry, as it could lead to widespread
piracy of digital content. Intellectual
property is another legal concern, as
quantum computers can potentially
infringe copyrighted content through the
encryption and security measures that
protectit. This can accelerate technological
development, leading to increased
competition and patent litigation. It is clear
that the legal and ethical issues raised
by quantum computing are complex and
multifaceted and require a proactive and
collaborative approach to address them.
As we move forward with this technology, it
isimportantto prioritize the needs of society
and ensure that quantum computing is
used for the betterment of humanity, not
harm.

Quantum computing may change the
way we process and store data, but it
also raises serious legal issues. Privacy,
liability, cyber security and intellectual
property rights are all issues that need to
be addressed. The enormous computing
power of quantum computers could pose
a significant threat to businesses, national
security, and the sensitive information of
individuals. Cooperation here is essential.
Governments, companies, and individuals
must work together to develop new
encryption methods that can withstand
quantum  computing  attacks. And
as the prevalence of this technology
increases, so does the need for liability
legislation. It is increasingly difficult to
assign responsibility for errors or security
breaches that may occur due toquantum
computing. Additionally, the advent of

quantum computing could make it easier
to break encryption and security measures
protecting copyrighted content, leading to
widespread piracy of digital content and
far-reaching economic consequences
for the entertainment industry. It can also
increase competition and lead to patent
litigation. Therefore, it is necessary to take
proactive and collaborative measures to
address these legal and ethical issues and
ensure that thispowerful technology is used
toimprove society, not harmit. The financial
consegquences are also amazing. The
power of quantum computers could make
it easier to break encryption and security
measures designed to protect copyrighted
content. This could lead to widespread
piracy of digitalcontent, which could have
far-reaching financial consequences for
the entertainment industry. In addition,
the speed of technological development
can increase competition and lead to
patent disputes. Quantum computing is a
method of computing that uses quantum
bits, or “qubits”, to exist in multiple states
simultaneously, resulting in accelerated
computing tasks and new research and
data analysis. The enormous computing
power of quantum computers can pose
a significant threat to business, national
security, and the sensitive information of
individuals, leading to a number of legal
and ethical implications that must be
addressed. The most pressing legal issue is
data protection, as the power of technology
makes it possible to break current
encryption methods that protect sensitive
information. Governments, companies,
and individuals must work together to
develop new encryption methods that can
withstand quantum computing attacks.
Liability is another critical issue that arises
as quantum computing becomes more
widespread, as it becomes more difficult to
assign responsibility for errors or security
breaches caused by quantum computing.
In addition, quantum computing can
accelerate technological development,
leading to increased competition and
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patent litigation. It can also facilitate
breaches of encryption and security
measures protecting copyrighted content,
leading to widespread piracy of digital

content and far-reaching economic
consequences for the entertainment
industry.

As we move into the unknown world of
quantum computing, we must not forget
the enormous responsibility that comes
with incredible power. It is our duty to
apply this technology for the betterment
of society and pave the way for a brighter
future. Therefore, it is necessary to take
proactive and collaborative measures
to address these legal and ethical issues
and ensure that this powerful technology
is used to improve society, not harm
it. A legal framework must be created
to address complex issues related to
quantum computing, such as determining
liability in accidents caused by self-
driving cars using quantum computing
technology. In conclusion, while the
potential benefits of quantum computing
are enormous, a holistic approach must
be taken when dealing with the legal
implications of quantum computing. The
legal implications of quantum computing
go beyond cybersecurity and liability and
include issues such as data protection and
intellectual property rights. Looking at the
infinite horizon of quantum computing,
we cannot help but marvel at the limitless
possibilities before us. It could also change
the way we share and communicate
information, allowing us to transcend the
boundaries of space and time. But with
such power comes great responsibility,
and we must tread carefully. We must
combine our collective knowledge
and expertise to develop sustainable
solutions that can meet the challenges
of quantum computing. In particular,
the financial sector could greatly benefit
from this innovation, as it can identify new
investment opportunities and improve risk
management strategies. What lies ahead
cannot surprise us, but as we navigate the

vast horizons of quantum computing, we
must not forget our values and principles.
We must adhere to ethical standards and
ensure that this technology is used for
the greater good. This technology has the
potential to transform medicine, energy
and climate science, among others. We
must work together to create a responsible
and ethical framework to guide the use
of quantum computing. With courage
and determination, we can embrace
the possibilities of quantum computing
and create a better world for ourselves
and future generations. With hope and
optimism, we can build a more connected,
more informed and fairer world. We should
not be afraid of the challenges ahead,
but acceptthem with an open heart and
mind. Together, we can create a future
that is truly remarkable. Our vigilance and
wisdom today will decide not only the
fate of our rule and security, but also the
ultimate fate of all mankind.

Relevant Citations

“The Quantum Threat to Cyber Security”
(By JSTOR) [https://www.jstor.org/stable/
resrep26129.14]

“Quantum computers pose a security
threat that we're still totally unprepared for”
(By MIT Technology Review) [https://www.
technologyreview.com/2018/12/03/138821/
guantum-computers-encryption-threat/|

“Quantum&Law:Legal &EthicalQuestions”
(By University of Technology, Sydney)
[https:[ [www.uts.edu.au/research/centre-
guantum-software-and-information/
events/quantum-law-legal-ethical-
guestions]

“Quantum computing may create ethical
risks for businesses. It's time to prepare” (By
Deloitte)  [https://www?2.deloitte.com/uk/
en/insights/topics/cyber-risk/quantum-
computing-ethics-risks.html|

“Establishing a Legal-Ethical Framework
for Quantum Technology” (By Yale
Journal of Law & Technology) [https://

jolt.org/blog/establishing-legal-ethical-
framework-guantum-technology]|
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India is a country that has always
adapted to changes and accelerated
growth with these changes. Government,
Corporates and Citizens collectively
have positively reacted to any significant
Issues that can have a huge impact on
the country. Recently, India has been
undergoing a massive transformation,
with the adoption of digital technology
being a key driver of this change.

So, what is digital landscape? Under
its Umbrella, the use of technology
and digital devices to improve various
aspects of life, such as communication,
education, healthcare, and more. India
has been making significant strides in
this areq, with the government launching
several initiatives aimed at promoting
digitalization and innovation.

The digital landscape has brought
immense benefits to India. One of the
key benefits is the increase in access
to information. The internet has made
information accessible to everyone,
regardless of their location or socio-
economic status. The availability of
information has empowered citizens
and has made them more informed and
aware of their rights and responsibilities.

One of the most notable examples of
this is the Digital India program, which
was launched in 2015 with the goal
of transforming India into a digitally

Transforming India:
Towards a Digital Landscape

empowered society and knowledge
economy. The program includes various
initiatives such as the creation of digital
infrastructure, digital literacy campaigns,
and the promotion of e-governance
services.

It has also revolutionized the way
businesses operate. E-commerce has
emerged as a gamechanger in the
retail industry. Online marketplaces
like Amazon, Flipkart, etc have given
consumers access to a wide range of
products at competitive prices. This has
not only benefited consumers but has
also provided small and medium-sized
businesses with a platform to reach a
larger audience.

One example of this is the rise of digital
payment platforms such as Paytm,
PhonePe and Google Pay, which have
become increasingly popular in recent
years. These platforms allow users to
make payments using their smartphones,
eliminating the need for cash transactions
and making it easier for businesses to
accept payments. During lockdown this
proved to be a massive asset for essential
services and businesses to accept online
payments via UPI and continue with
their activities, examples of beneficiaries
include Hospitals, Medical Shops, Essential
Transport Services etc.

The country is embracing emerging
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technologies such as artificial intelligence
(Al), blockchain, and cryptocurrencies to
transformvariousindustriesandsectors. Al
has the potential to revolutionize multiple
industries, from healthcare to education
and finance. With its vast population, India
has the potential to be a leading player
in the global Al landscape. Blockchain
technology, which allows secure and
transparent transactions, is another
technology that India is embracing. The
government has launched the India Chain
project, which aims to use blockchain to
build a secure and transparent platform
for government services. Additionally,
blockchain is being used in industries
such as finance, logistics, and supply
chain management to increase efficiency
and reduce costs.

However, Indiais yet to recognise private
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin , Ethereum
, but it has made significant progress in
creating CBDC i.e. Central Bank Digital
Currency based on blockchain , this
move could help India move towards a
cashless economy and reduce the costs
associated with traditional banking.

The adoption of emerging
technologies such as Al blockchain,
and cryptocurrencies is helping to drive
this transformation. The government’s

initiatives such as Digital India, and India
Chain are helping to create a supportive
ecosystem for digital technologies.
The digital transformation in India has
the potential to bring about significant
economic and social benefits, but it is
essential to address the challenges and
ensure that the benefits are shared by all.
Overall, the digital landscape is
transforming India in many ways, from
improving access to services and
information to creating new opportunities
for businesses and entrepreneurs.
However, there are also challenges
that need to be addressed, such as the
digital divide between urban and rural
areas. Another challenge is the issue of
data privacy and security. As more and
more services move online, the amount
of personal data being generated and
shared is increasing. This data needs to be
protected from cyber threats and misuse.
The government and private sector need
to work together to develop robust data
protection policies and technologies.
With the right policies, initiatives and
implementation, India has the potential to
become a leader in the digital landscape,
and to create a more inclusive and
prosperous society for all its citizens.

Get to Know Your Staff

Kaveri Deo — Assistant Professor

Kaveri ma’am finds joy and enlightenment within the pages of “Mrutunjay”, a book that delves into the
depths of human emotions, personal growth, and the pursuit of one’s true purpose. When it comes to
movies, she delights in the light-hearted comedy of “Golmaal 3". Kaveri ma’am possesses a secret
talent for singing. If she were to embark on an alternate career path, she envisions herself in the realms
of banking or IT, drawn to the precision, detail-oriented nature, and the constant drive for excellence.
Describing herself in a single word, she chooses “perfectionist,” reflecting her meticulous attention to
detail, unwavering commitment to excellence, and her desire to bring out the best in everything she

does.
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The Indian law system of independent
India was executed in the year 1950 on
26th January, which marks the Republic
Day of the nation. From that day on, the
laws have been safeguarding its citizens
but with time, the exclusion and inclusion
of laws have taken place through
amendments. The first such amendment
was made in the year 1951 made by the
Jawaharlal Nehru government, which
amended the constitution of the nation
with the enactment of Article 19(2), which
imposes “reasonable restrictions” on the
rights offered by Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution. It gave absolute freedom of
right to speech and expression. Therefore,
causing the rebirth of the strength of the
sedition law.

Sedition means the incitement of
resistance against lawful authority. It has
been incorporated in Section 124A of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The tale of inception:

The story of its origin and further
development is awfully complicated. The
nation’s colonial rulers first introduced the
conceptofseditionintheyear1870.Through
this, the Britishers arrested numerous
freedom fighters revolting against the
East India Company. A few examples
of those would include Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagat Singh
and many more. During the making of

The Law of Sedition: A Boon or A Bane?

the Constitution for independent Indig,
it was decided by the members of the
Constituent Assembly that democracy will
be the system of government established
in the free Indian state. This means that
the people of the country choose their
nation’s representative for a particular
pre-specified time period for the smooth
functioning of the society. Being a
democratic system, the citizens have the
right to showcase their views in favour or
in opposition to the government. But with
the presence of sedition, the value of this
freedom was degraded, which led to the
evaporation of the word sedition from
the constitution in the year 1948. It stayed
a part of the IPC, though. The first Prime
Minister of independent India looked to
strengthen the government and thus
imposed certain limitations on the rights
and freedoms of the people. Later, with
the help of amendments, it was made a
cognizable, non-bailable offence under
the law entailing life imprisonment as the
maximum punishment with or without
fine; also a civil servant is debarred from
his job, the accused of the offence has
to live without a passport and present
oneself in court whenever asked to.

The law has had to travel a long way for
being able to be accepted by the people
and make space for itself in the lengthy
societal rule book (the constitution)
of theirs. Its desired destination was
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achieved, but despite this fact, there have
been strong criticisms against it due to
the misuse of power by those in authority.
A few instances that the law has taken to
stand at where it is, aren’t very pleasant.
The credibility and the need for sedition
have been questioned time and again.
The following list of cases is an attempt to
depict so.

The key cases under the offence of
sedition:

The term sedition, as mentioned earlier,
was brought in by the Britishers for their
selfish reasons to rule the country without
any obstacles and leave unscathed. A
few landmark cases pre-independence
include the following:

The very first case is of the famous
originator of the newspaper Kesari. An
article published in the weekly paper in
defence of the Indian revolutionaries led
to the making of the case in the year
1897. The case was called Emperor v. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak. Another time when he
was accused was when his strong speech
led to the killing of British officers.

One other case which has come front of
me while reading the extensive articles on
the law of sedition is the Queen Empress
v. Jogendra Chander Bose, 1892, famously
known as the Bangobasi case. Here, the
accused stated his strong opinion against
the Age of Consent Bill 1891 enacted by
the British government; this criticism
showcased disobedience towards the
state and created disaffection.

As the law, which was formulated about
two hundred years ago, is still part of the
criminal code of the Indian constitution,
there have been numerous cases under
the matter even after independence.
The landmark cases post-independence
would include the following:

In Ram Nandan v. State, 1959, which
had declared section 124A to be
unconstitutional. Ram Nandan in his
speech, called Nehru a traitor for the

partition of the nation and criticized the
Congress regime for not being able to
address the issue of extreme poverty and
exhorted cultivators and labourers to form
an army and overthrow the government.
There were two other cases which upheld
the unconstitutionality of the law. They
were Brij Bhushan v. the State of Delhi and
Romesh Thapar v. the State of Madras.
These decisions were the reason for the
initiation of the amendments (Article
19(2)) in the Indian legal system.

Later, the constitutionality of the law
was instilled through the 1962 Kedar Nath
Singh v. State of Bihar, 1962. Kedar Nath
Singh was charged with sedition for bad-
mouthing the government in his speech.
Not only this, but he also targeted Vinobha
Bhave on the redistribution policy of land
undertaken by him; he blamed congress
for looting the country. All this led to
disturbance in the country. Therefore,
the Patna High Court convicted the
accused and brought sedition back into
the picture. With this, the Kedarnath Singh
judgement laid limits on its application to
“acts involving intention or tendency to
create disorder, or disturbance of law and
order, or incitement to violence by very
strong words would be considered critical
towards the government”. This was done
to make sure that the law is to be applied
only in rare instances where the security
and the sovereignty of the country are
threatened. The Supreme court upheld
and affirmed the principles laid down in
the judgement through the Common
Case v. Union of India, 2016. The apex
court also stated that these rules would
now be used in every case of sedition. This
judgement of 1962 was a turning point for
the law of sedition; it became even more,
tighter than before, keeping in mind to
curtail the misuse of the law against the
citizens.

Despite the implementation of the
amendment made into the principles,

there have been numerous incidents
(D
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where the government has taken undue
advantage of thelaw. The case’sreference
has only been used at the higher levels.
Numerous journadlists and activists at the
lower are unable to use the privilege of
the amended principal. The modification
hasn't completely fulfilled its need. A few
instances of such are as follows:

The arrest of Shashi Tharoor and six other
journalists for tweeting unverified news
about the farmer’s rally in the month of
January this year. These seven individuals
were booked under the offence of sedition;
later, the arrest was withheld by the Chief
Justice of India. Their action doesn't
even fall under the purview of sedition’s
definition; it could be a defamatory
statement, though.

The booking of climate activist Disha
Ravi on 13th February 2021 for sharing the
Greta Thunberg toolkit related to farmer’s
protest. In this case, it was clearly stated
that the government couldn't put people
behind bars just because they have
chosen to opine divergently from the
state.

The abovementioned cases in separate
timelines but similar decisions give out
only one picture that despite the change
from ancient to modern, the introduction
of fundamental rights, and amendments
madetothelawthroughcourtjudgements.
The citizens (innocent) are put behind
bars and denied fundamental and basic
human rights.

Such actions and incidents force us to
ponderuponthefactthatourfundamental
rights are safe or not. It doesn’t seem like
we are living in a modern society with free
will. The current atmosphere of the state
feels like the one described in the Divine
Rights Theory, where the king (the person
in authority) is at the highest position and
has to be absolutely obeyed, or else the
person would be punished. The modern-
daystatehasbeenfoundeduponthesocial
contract theory, which states a mutual
agreement between the government

and citizens upon the consideration of
having a stable and secure state. With
such actions, the government is doing
nothing but breaching the contract,
which constitutes an offence under the
Indian Contacts Act,1872. To be able to
make a democracy survive, the rights
of its citizens must always be a priority.
As Benjamin Franklin has said, “Freedom
of Speech is a principal pillar of a free
Government; when this support is taken
away, the constitution of a free society is
dissolved, and tyranny is erected on its
ruins.”

The main idea of the law of sedition has
been its utility in combating anti-national,
secessionist and terrorist elements.
But there are other laws present in the
constitution which protects the state from
such activities which are violent in nature.
The Prevention of Terrorist Act (POTA)
2002 was enacted by the Parliament
to keep in check and strengthen anti-
terrorism operations; the act was followed
after the 2001 Parliament building attack.
But after the drawl of POTA, there were
amends made to the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)1967. This act was
passed with the aim of providing more
effective prevention of certain unlawful
activities of individuals or associations
against the integrity and sovereignty of
India. The act is used against the actions
related to secession and cession, and
the 2004 amendment added the words
“terrorist act”. There have been many
more amends made to the act; the 2019
modification is the recent one wherein
it was stated that individuals could also
be tagged under the terrorist act. The
act gives power to the government to
declare any activity unlawful if they
deem it to be. The act doesnt give all
the powers to the central government
only; the Director General of the National
Investigation Agency and officers of
the agency also have powers. There still
have been instances where this act was
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allegedly misused. The act had received
wide news coverage during the country-
wide opposition towards the Citizenship
Amendment  Bill (CAB)  proposal
and especially after the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), the violent act
of the citizens led to disturbance in the
country. There were numerous cases filed
under the UAPA and Sedition. There were
arrests which weren't necessary but still
took place; expressing one’s view against
the government’s decision is our right. And
those who caused the fire and performed
other violent acts which caused upheaval
on the streets were rightly held, but
extending the scope of a law is something
which is not appreciated. The law, being
simultaneously used with other sensitive
acts, attracts us further into the world of
new problems and controversies.

Well, there has been an extensive and
exhausting discussion about the problems
caused by the law and issues faced by the
citizens of the largest democracy in the
world. Now is the time to flip the coin and
set our eyes on the potential solutions for
the same, which might be a silver lining
to the dark clouds of the aforementioned
section of the IPC.

Just like there are “reasonable
restrictions” on the citizens through article
19(2), similarly “reasonable restrictions”
could be imposed on the government's
right to exercise its authority upon the
citizens under the section 124A (there are
principles stated, but tighter ones are
required in favour of the people at large).

A proper detailed (if not) description of
sedition and seditious act is required; the
currently existing definition is ambiguous
in nature, chalking an easier way out for
the government to block the speeches of
their opposers. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
was the one who brought this issue to
light while restraining the Andhra Pradesh
government from taking adverse actions
against two Telugu news channels

under the appropriate section (124A) of
sedition. He stated that the terms “bring
into hatred or contempt” or “attempt to
excite disaffection” are capable of being
interpreted in multiple ways, which makes
it easier for the police and the government
to wrongfully restrain innocent citizens.
He remarked that “everything can't be
seditious” and “it's time that we define
what is sedition and what is not”. In his
other judgements [9] as well, he has
stated certain acts as non-seditious.
Therefore, an amendment to the principal
statement of the law and categorizing
certain actions or activities as seditious
and not seditious could be our way out.

A committee of lawyers, scholars and
well-read and experienced people (in
matters of politics and law) could be
formed. This committee would study and
examine the need and the validity of this
section of the IPC. They would submit their
report to the authorized designator of
the lawmaking process and take action
accordingly.

The courts can contribute to softening
the heavy impact of the law by releasing
guidelines for police personnel because
there has been proximation that the
police might be responsible for creating
a threatening atmosphere in the country
by linking two different events altogether.
One such action was taken by the Bombay
High Court in the judgement of Sanskar
Marathe v. The State of Maharashtra & Ors.
[10] The court released cartoonist Aseem
Trivedi and ordered the state government
to prescribe a set of guidelines for all the
police officials of the state before filing a
case under the offence. These guidelines
were withdrawn within a month, which did
reduce the number of cases. Therefore,
such guidelines should be imposed for a
longer time period or permanently, which
would gradually bring down the number
of cases filed (wrongfully).

Educating and spreading awareness
among citizens regarding article/139(1)
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(a) and section 124A of the IPC could be
helpful up to a certain level.

The last resort would be striking down
the section of the IPC defining sedition as
its usage violates the fundamental rights
of the citizens. Just like Section 66A of the
Information & Technology Act 2000 (IT
Act) was quashed by the Supreme Court
of India in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India
due to ambiguity in the definition of the
word ‘offensive’ in the Section.

The section stated that sending any
offensive message to a computer or
any other communication device would
be an offence. Such unfettered power,
under section 66A, was misused by the
Government in curtailing and suppressing
people’'s freedom of speech and
expression and hence repealed. A similar
action could be exercised.

The wuse of the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act for various other illegal
activities which fall under the purview of
sedition can aid in reducing the strength
of the law. Basically, keeping minimal acts
which account for the offence of sedition
by narrowing its definition. For instance,
considering the discourse carried out
by Maoist insurgency and rebel groups
who run parallel to the administration of
the state, threatening to overthrow the
government under the act.

The citizens of the nation were
responsible for inducting the law of
sedition into the statute of India. That
nation (United Kingdom) has done away
with the section which reads the rules for
sedition from the Coroners and Justice
Act 2009, stating that sedition laws are
unnecessary and are not needed in the
present governance. The country from
which we heavily borrowed law and order
has made changes with time. | am not
saying that we copy them, but considering
the point of change of time must be done.
There are other nations as well who have
either reduced the punishment or have

completely eliminated the law. A few
examples of those would be New Zealand,
Malaysia, the United States of America
and a few more.

The highly possible reason which might
persuade the government to eliminate or
at least bring changes in the law would
be the negative perspective of the Father
of the Nation towards the law. Mahatma
Gandhi considered the freedom of speech
and expression ds an essential dimension
of political freedom; it is an integral
and key aspect of the idea of freedom.
When he was accused of the offence,
he reflected that “the prince among the
political sections of the Indian Penal Code
designed to suppress the liberty of the
citizen”. Affection and support towards
the government can not be brought by
the regulation of laws.

The acute hatred by the person who
chiefly fought for our freedom should be
contemplated at the present times more
than ever. The ongoing farmer protests
for months now and the freshly repealed
farm laws are all the more a reason for
growing controversies in the nation. Once,
this is over, another controversy will pop
up, and once that is buried, another will
rise up; this vicious circle of controversies
can go on for as long as we canimagine. It
would be advisable to bury our heads into
this problem as if it were an emergency.

Therefore, to conclude, it has been
opined that the law of sedition is a bane
not only to Indian society but to other
countries as well. This is because as India
moves ahead into the era of growth and
development, with the help of the Right
to Education under article 21A, which
educates the citizens of the country
about their rights and privileges under the
constitution, brings awareness among
the larger public about the famous quote
of the democracy that is “for the people,
by the people and to the people”.
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Getting to know the Economists who
revolutionized the Auction Theory: Paul R.
Milgrom and Robert Wilson

Robert Wilson and Paul R. Milgrom are
credited with shaping the entire modern
telecommunications  industry,  which
arose from an auction format they
developed. Milgrom and Wilson are two
American Economists who received the
2020 Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic
Science “for improvements to auction
theory and innovations of new auction
formats.” They have also translated their
theories into practice and created new
auctions for goods and services that are
difficult to sell through traditional means,
such as radio frequencies.

Robert Wilson: an American Economist
and a distinguished Professor at Stanford
University Wilson is renowned for his
contributions to business economics and
management science. His works include
various remarkable contributions such as
his doctoral thesis on sequential quadratic
programming, which quickly rose to
prominence as an iterative nonlinear
programming technique. He also
collaborated with other mathematical
economists at Stanford to use non-
cooperative game theory to reformulate
the economics of industrial organization
and organization theory. Some of his
other works which can be counted as
noteworthy includes the study of nonlinear

Improvements in the Game Theory of Auction

pricing and how does it influence the
huge companies’ practices, especially in
the electrical and energy sectors.

Paul R. Milgrom: An American Economist
and a Professor at Stanford University

Since 1987, Paul Milgroms has served
as a professor at Stanford University.
Milgrom is a specialist in game theory,
particularly in the areas of pricing and
auction theory. He is the co-founder of
severadl businesses, the most recent of
which, Auctionomics, offers software
and support for commercial auctions
and exchanges, and he has received
numerous honours for his varied works,
the “no-trade theorem” was one of such
works co-developed by Nancy Stokey
and him.

Understanding the “Auction Theory”:

So, what is the auction theory? What are
the contributions made by Paul Milgrom
and Robert Wilson in this applied branch
of Microeconomics?

Wewillbediscussingaboutthecombined
efforts and contributions of both Mr Paul
Milgrom and Mr Robert Wilson in the
branch auction theory of microeconomics
Therefore to understand the contributions
made by these well-known economists
we first need to understand what “Auction
Theory” is exactly and how this applied
branch is related to their works.

Auction theory is an applied branch of
e
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economics that examines how bidders
behaveinauctionmarketsandstudieshow
the features of auction market incentivise
predictable outcomes. In other words,
auction theory looks at how individuals
act in auction markets and studies the
characteristics of these markets. The
design of actual auctions is influenced by
auction theory. While allowing buyers to
purchase at a lesser cost, sellers employ
the auction idea to increase revenues. An
economic equilibrium is achieved when
the buyer and seller agree on a price.
Auction rules are created by auction
theorists to address problems that could
cause markets to fail. These rule-sets’
structure supports the use of the best
bidding tactics in a range of informational
contexts.

Byenforcingaprecisesetofrulesaboutthe
resource allocations of a group of bidders,
auctions enable transactions. Auctions
are thought of by theorists as economic
games that differ in two ways: format
and information. The format specifies the
procedures for price announcement, bid
placement, price updating, auction close,
and winner selection. The informational
asymmetries between bidders are one
way that auctions differ from one another.
Most bidders in auctions have some
secret information that they prefer to
keep hidden from their rivals. For instance,
bidders often are aware of their individual
valuation of the object, although neither
the seller nor the other bids are.

So how are Paul R. Milgrom and Robert
Wilson are connected to the field of
Auction theory?

The FCC Spectrum Auction (1993) & FCC
Incentive Auctions:

It was 1993 and by that time, Milgrom,
who came to study auctions at Stanford
because of Wilson, was a professor
himself. Milgrom had already conducted
his own work in auction theory and design,
including the discovery that English

auctions — where bidding starts low and
prices go up — are better at mitigating
the winner's curse than Dutch auctions
— where bidding starts high and prices
go down. The reason is because bidders
gain more information about an item’s
value during the bidding process and the
more information bidders have about an
object’'s value, the higher the revenue,
Milgrom found. So, the FCC approached
the pair to see if they could find a system
that could deal with the problems they
faced.

It was the role of the U.S. Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) to grant licences for the use of
electromagnetic spectrum to television
broadcasters, mobile phone service
providers, satellite service providers,
and others. Prior to 1993, the FCC was
only able to distribute licences using a
lottery system or a procedure known
as “comparative hearings,” both of
which were administrative procedures.
Comparative hearings were very time-
consuming and expensive, and there
were questions about whether such
a procedure could find the “best”
licensees. Although lotteries were quick,
the efficiency of distributing licences at
random clearly left much to be desired.
Both of these approaches gave the FCC
little chance to recover any of the value
of the spectrum licences for American
taxpayers. Both of these approaches
gave the FCC little chance to recover any
of the value of the spectrum licences for
American taxpayers.

Then, in 1993, Congress gave the FCC
permission to run auctions to distribute
licencesfor spectrum.In order to efficiently
distribute licences and to recover some of
the licence value for American taxpayers,
auctions presented a tremendous
opportunity. The FCC was required to hold
the auction within a year, but at that time,
neither in theory nor in practise, there was
a proper auction design.
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Milgrom and Wilson were instrumental
in creating the simultaneous multiple
round auctions that the FCC eventually
accepted and used, along with other
economists including Preston McAfee and
John McMillan. The research on auction
theory by Milgrom and Wilson served as a
foundation for economists’ considerations
regarding auction design and, eventually,
the FCC’s auction design decisions.

Accordingto FCC economist Evan Kwerel,
who was tasked with creating the auction
design for the FCC, Milgrom and Wilson's
recommendations, analysis, and research
had a significant impact on the auction
design. To combine the operational
simplicity of sealed-bid auctions with the
economic effectiveness of an ascending
auction, Milgrom and Wilson developed
a simultaneous ascending bid auction
with discrete bidding rounds. Because
a market-by-market closing rule may
preclude effective backup preparations,
Milgrom successfully argued against
it. Instead, he favoured a simultaneous
closing approach.

Kwerel describes the Milgrom-Wilson
auction concept as follows:

“It seemed to provide bidders sufficient
informationandflexibilitytopursuebackup
strategies to promote a reasonably
efficient assignment of licenses, without
so much complexity that the FCC could
not successfully implement it and bidders
could not understand it. Just having a
good ideq, though, is not enough. Good
ideas need good advocates if they are
to be adopted. No advocate was more
persuasive than Paul Milgrom. He was so
persuasive because of his vision, clarity
and economy of expression, ability to
understand and address FCC needs,
integrity, and passion for getting things
right.”

Wilson said that under the early plans
brought to the FCC, licences were simply
going to be sold off at auction, much like
cattle. “You bring the first licence in, and

da da da - boom, it sells, and you move
on to the next one, and the next one, and
the next one. But because of that, putting
together a strong package of licences to
obtain the desired level of coverage can
be very challenging.

The clever solution proposed by Milgrom
and Wilson was to sell all the licences at
once during the auction.

Buyers can place bids on any subset of
the goods in their unique design, known
as the simultaneous multiple round
auctions (SMRA), in which all things are
offered for sale simultaneously. Bidders
secretly submit their offers at the same
time during rounds of bidding. The licence
is awarded to the bidder who values it the
most after each round, when all bids are
announced and bidders are informed of
the license’s value.

Round-based bidding reduces the
possibility of the “winner's curse.
Additionally, bidders have time to review
their approaches in light of any fresh
information they may have learned from
other purchasers in the previous round.

The auction also imposes an “activity
rule” that requires bidders to place
reasonable bids each round in order to
deter them from skipping a round. To
ensure that auctions went smoothly and
fairly, penalties for withdrawing a bid
were also implemented. When there are
no further bids placed on any of the items,
the auctionis over. The majority of Milgrom
and Wilson's design was adopted by the
FCC.

Numerous other spectrum auctions
across the world used their innovative
approach as their model. It has been
used in various forms in Canadag, Finland,
Germany, India, Norway, Poland, Spain,
Sweden, and the UK.

Other auction concepts developed
by Milgrom have also been used by
other industries. Electricity providers, for
instance, have sold power during peak

hours through auctions. Even fishing
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sectors have used auctions to redistribute
fishing quotas; as Milgrom noted, when
fishermen in New South Wales chose to
quit the business, they preferred to sell all
of their rights to fish rather than just one
or two.

“Generally speaking, there are plenty
of auctions that take place in the world
where many things are interacting and
the auction can’t be just a one-by-one
buy or sale of any particular piece. It must
consider how they interact with other
components of the system.” Milgrom
believes.

Getting recognition for the efforts:

The two were recognised by the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences for their
contributions to auction theory and
creations of novel auction formats.
Milgrom and Wilson were given the $10
million Swedish kronor ($1 million USD)
prize, officially known as the “Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in
Memory of Alfred Nobel,” by the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences for
“improvements to auction theory and
innovations of new auction formats.”

“They have also used their insights to
design new auction formats for goods
and services that are difficult to sell in a
traditionalway, such asradiofrequencies..
Their discoveries have benefited sellers,
buyers and taxpayers around the world,”
said the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences in their statement.

Conclusion:

The work of Wilson and Milgrom
has called into question a number of
conventional wisdoms, including some of
economics’ most basic tenets, such as the
theory of supply and demand. According

to this well-established ideaq, prices tend
to increase when supply of goods and
services decreases, and vice versq, as
supply decreases. Both Milgrom and
Wilson have looked for more fundamental
justifications for why. Both have employed
game theory to examine the tactical
interactions between decision-makers in
order to lay the groundwork for the supply
and demand model in markets, which
includes auctions.

The contributions and efforts put forward
by these intellectual economists have
really helped the branch of auction theory
expand and reach new heights.
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“It is not the power that corrupts but
fear. Fear of losing power corrupts those
who wield it and fear of the scourge of
power, corrupts those who are subject to
it”, remarks Aung San Suu Kyi in one of her
writings. If one scours into the history of
reigns and regimes of various authorities
which were considered to be “the
authority” of deciding well-nigh everything,
irrespective of its probable result on the
life or nature of any common man or any
other entity prevailing in the society, then,
the sole observation that results out of
the process of such scouring is that the
want of power or its concentration has
always resulted into the annihilation or
devastation of the very authority which
sought such kind of concentration.

Without indulging in naming the already
buried empires that witnessed such
devastation for the reason mentioned
above, let us directly try to throw light
on the reason due to why Montesquieu
had to come up with something called
‘separation of power. In the times of
prevailing dictatorship or monarchy or
totalitarian rules across the world, the idea
of separation of power can metaphorically
be attributed as the navigational
beacon for the ones who have found
themselves to be the victim of such an
authoritative system and the same were
the circumstances when this theory was
initially put forth before. The ideaq, albeit

Tug of War

found its early mentions and a bit of
deliberation over it in the writings of John
Locke, Montesquieu stood to be the one
who reshaped the idea with the context of
the then prevailing monarchy and corrupt
administrative system.

The theory of separation of powers is
quintessential of a healthy democracy. The
categorization of the powers of legislative,
executive and judiciary forms the very
base of this concept and so fundamental
that makes democracy stand in a vast
and divergent country like India. The entire
structure of democracy in every country
and most prominently in India is standing
on the pillars which have been carved
out of the theory of separation of powers.
Undoubtedly, the Holy Constitution of India
has taken great care while its formulation
to not to blur the lines that make the
difference between these wings and same
can be witnessed by the provisionsinserted
init by the framers of it. However, even after
great care being taken by the drafters,
there have been number of instances
when such separation or distribution of
powers experienced a threat under ‘'some’
regimes of government.

Current Relevance:

All the contemplation along with the
historical references enumerated above
can said to be the base on whicpjthe
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current tussle that is going on between the
Collegium system and the government,
somewhere is related to.

The recent disagreement between the
two branches of government over judicial
appointments has gained prominence. The
IB report cited social media criticism of the
Prime Minister and an openly gay lifestyle
of a candidate living with a Swiss national
as reasons for rejecting their nominations,
asis well known. The Court dismissed these
arguments and re-iterated the proposals.

Kiren Rijiju's recent comments have
heightened tensions between the Indian
government’s Executive and Judiciary
branches, particularly because of his letter
to the Chief Justice of India requesting that
the Executive be included in the search and
evaluation committees responsible for
shortlisting potential judges for the higher
judiciary by the Collegium. This letter
generated debate, particularly since the
Supreme Court was already challenging
the Government's slowness in filling
multiple vacancies on the high courts,
despite the Collegium’s recommendations
and reiterations.

Analysis of the Debate:

The introduction of the National Judicial
Appointment Commission (NJAC) bill
can be considered as the point where the
actual tussle between the government
(executive wing) and the judiciary was
initiated.

The Supreme Court in 2015 struck down
the implementation of this act, again
inviting lot of controversies from various
spheres of government-run institutions
and finally starting a foolproof debate over
the matter. By this, Supreme Court upheld
the system of collegium as the only way of
appointing judges to the upper judiciary. It
isnotunknown thatthe system of collegium
has been the established procedure in the
judiciary to appoint judges to the High
Courts and the Supreme Court. It is also
not unknown that the procedure has been
condemned for its opaqueness and has

received a huge amount of criticism.

So, it is time we ask ourselves: is it time to
decide whether the High Court Collegium
should release the list of candidates it is
investigating in advance and maybe even
gather feedback from the Bar. Would this
kind of approach foster useless personal
insults and willful sabotage or would it
assure greater transparency? Would
it deter competent professionals from
accepting to be given consideration for
judicial office?

Where should we compare India’s model
for fair judicial employment? We use the US
Senate’s approval of judicial appointments
as a comparative model. Everyone can
watch the Judiciary Committee’s questions
to the candidates online! The election of
the Pope is at the other extreme of the
spectrum; it is shrouded in secret and the
Electoral College of Cardinals is locked up
in the Sistine Chapel with the doors closed.
The only signs of the procedure are the
white and the black smoke, and everyone
is under oath to keep their identities secret
until death.

The question of “why the collegium did
not reveal comprehensive reasons for
rejecting the name of a candidate for
appointment as a judge of the High Court”
was posed to Justice Kurian Joseph at
one of the customary retirement-related
events. Judge Joseph's answer included
a number of pertinent issues, but in his
opinion, recording the grounds for denial
would only worsen the situation and
increase the embarrassment! Although
a lawyer whose elevation is denied,
say, because they published an essay
criticizing the Prime Minister, may wear
their rejection as a badge of honor. It
would be more difficult if they were denied
for a less trivial reason, like, for example,
reported questionable financial integrity.
Would it be appropriate to publicly state
the cause in such a situation when the
candidate hasn't even had a chance to
refute the allegations?

Kiren Rijiju, the Law Minister, and former
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Delhi High Court Judge Justice R.S. Sodhi
gotinto a heated dispute over the origins of
the collegium system.Inthe Second Judges
case in 1993, Justice Sodhi contended
that the Supreme Court “hijacked” the
Constitution by enabling justices to
nominate themselves, a contention that
Rijiju endorsed. Rijiju went on to say that
judges are not held accountable since
they are not exposed to public scrutiny
or elections after being appointed. He
highlighted that, although the public
cannot alter judges, they may carefully
watch their approach to justice, especially
in an era when nothing is concealed.

Whereas, on the other hand, we have
Former CJI UU Lalit coming forth to
defend the mechanism and institution of
Collegium. He remarked that the selection
process for judicial appointments includes
participation from both the state and
federal governments. Moreover, the
Supreme Court collegium seeks input from
Supreme Court justices who are familiar
with the particular High Court in the issue.

In the NJAC judgment, which struck down
the Act, Justice Madan B. Lokur, poses
the following question at paragraph 363:
“Assuming the executive rejects the Chief
Justice of India’s proposal even after its
unanimous reiteration, what is the remedy
to the deadlock that is created?”

Justice Lokur concludes this discussion
by stating that even though these positions
are extremely important, the Constitution
only included the consultation provision
for the appointment of judges and not
for other constitutional functionaries like
the chief election commissioner, election
commissioners, or the comptroller
and auditor general (CAG). The
recommendation of the Chief Justice of
India for the appointment of a judge of
the Supreme Court or the High Court has
the utmost respect, Judge Lokur surmised,

and this was a clear message from the
Constituent Assembly.

Conclusion:
The nation is concerned about the
continuous public confrontation

between the two arms of government. It
demonstrates that the NJAC argument
did not end with the Court's 4: ruling.
Since neither side is flawless, both must
demonstrate knowledge and discretion.
The issue is not just about who should be
in charge, but also about the appropriate
amount of openness. Although the public
hearings held by the Senate Judiciary
Committee in the United States may be
too severe for India, the current lack of
openness in the Collegium system is
equally undesirable.

Irrespective of the debates and
contentions occurring or taking place
between the two pillars of the very
democracy of this country, it wouldn't
be affordable to have forgotten the
original nature and the intent behind the
establishment of the wings. The wings are
there, according to me, just to serve the
common man, and during all these heated
conflicts between the two fundamental
entities that ensure and rather represent
the idea of democracy, if the common
man loses his faith in these very institutions,
then such debates and what | term this
debate as the game of “tug of war” will
not serve any purpose irrespective of the
victory of any of the wings. The victory of
any of the wings must not defeat the intent
behind the establishments of these wings,
because that will be the defeat of the Holy
Constitution and eventually the defeat of
sacred idea of democracy..

As again, Montesquieu remarks, “there
can be no greater tyranny than that which
is perpetrated under the shield of the law
and in the name of justice”

'
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Recently the Collegium System s
dominating the headlines with the Union
Law Minister criticizing the decades-old
system of appointment of judges calling
it “Alien “and “Opaquel” He linked the
pendency of the cases with the vacancy
of the judges. The Supreme court has
taken a strong exception to this statement
expounding that “There is a fault in every
system, but it does not mean that it should
be thrown away at wimps of few sections
of the society. It can always be modified
to changing needs.”

A state consists of three elements:
Executive, Legislature, and Judiciary. Our
forefathers were of the view that the state
should be separated from the judiciary.
Separation of the judiciary will ensure
“Freedom of Judiciary.”

“The Principle of Independence of the
Judiciary is not an abstract conception
but it is a living faith which must derive its
inspiration from the constitutional charter.
Our Constitution is a document of social
revolution which casts an obligation
on every instrumentality including the
judiciary, which is a separate but equal

Reintroduction of NJAC vs. Modification of Collegium System:
What Could Be The Way Forward?

branch of the State.?”

Article 124 of our constitution provides
that “Every Judge of the Supreme Court
shall be appointed by the President by
warrant under his/her hand and seal after
consultation with such of the Judges of
the Supreme Court and of the High Court
in the States as President may deem
necessary for the purpose.”

Article 217 of the constitution provides
that, “Every Judge of a High Court shall
be appointed by the President by warrant
under his hand and seal after consultation
with the Chief Justice of India, the
Governor of the State, and, in the case of
appointment of a Judge other than the
Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of the High
court™

“Whatisthe consequence of consultation
mentioned under these articles?”

If we assert that this consultation is
not binding upon the Executive, we
are somewhere promoting Executive
interference in the Judiciary and violating
the Doctrine of Separation of Power and if
we assert that the consultation is binding
on the Executive then we tend to make

1 Srishti Ojha, Centre vs supreme court on judicial appointments: The Story so far, India Today, Nov 30

2 S.P. Gupta Vs Union of India, AIR 1982 SC 149 (India).
3 S.P. Gupta Vs Union of India, AIR 1982 SC 149 (India).
4 INDIA CONST. Art. 217, ¢l 1.
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the Judiciary supreme and free from any
checks and balances.

All these dilemmas were answered by
the “Interpreter of the constitution- The
Supreme court” through the 3 Judges case
where lies the Genesis of the “Collegium
System “. In “Kesavananda Bharati vs
State of Keralq,1972%", the question in issue
was “Is article 368 limited?” The verdict
was provided against the Indira Gandhi
government. The Judgement date was
24/04/1973. Chief Justice Sikri was about
to retire the next day and generally the
next senior most judge “elevated”. The
Judgement was rendered in the ratio of
7:6. 7 were against the government and
6 in favour of them among which one
was Justice AN Ray. The Indira Gandhi
governmentignored 3 seniors mostjudges
in line, did supersession and appointed
Justice AN Ray as the next chief justice of
India.

This event was an open display
of Executive interference in judicial
appointments. The Independence of the
Judiciary came under threat. Article 50 of
the Indian Constitution was also violated.

After the Kesavananda Bharti case and
the issue of elevation, questions were
raised against the judicial appointments
and to solve this issue the first judge case
was filed.

S.P. Gupta v. Union of India also referred
to as the First Judges case constituted
a 7 Judge bench. The issue before the
court was to decide whether the word
“consultation” is binding on the President
or appointment is a complete executive
decision.

“It is obvious on a plain reading of Article
124 thatitis the President, which means the
Central Government, which is empowered
by the Constitution to appoint Judges
of the Supreme Court. Article 217 Vests

the power of appointment of Judges of
High Courts in the Central Government,
but such power is exercisable only “after
consultation with the Chief Justice of
India, the Governor of the State and the
Chief Justice of the High Court. While
giving the fullest meaning and effect to
consultation, it must be borne in mind
that it is only consultation that is provided
by way of a fetter upon the power of
appointment vested in the Central Govt
and consultation cannot be equated with
concurrence.®”

The 1st Judges case was challenged in
the “Supreme court Advocate on Record
Association & Another vs Union of India”
(1993) also known as the ‘Second Judges
case.’

“During the drafting of the constitution,
there was an agreement that the
appointments of Judges in the superior
judiciary should not be left to the absolute
discretion of the executive. Itis this reason
which impelled the incorporation of the
obligation of consultation with the Chief
Justice of India and the Chief Justice of
the High Court in Articles 124(2) and 217.
The selection should be made as a result
of a participatory consultative process.
The CJI gave his opinion on a consultative
process by considering the views of two
senior-most Judges of the Supreme
Court and the views of any other’” Judge
or Judges of the High Court whose opinion
is likely to be significant in adjudging the
suitability of the candidate. Similarly,
in matters relating to the appointment
of Judges to the High Courts, it would
be better if the Chief Justice of the High
Court concerned forms his opinion on
a consultative process by ascertaining
the views of at least two of the senior-
most Judges of the High Court and such
other Judges, whose opinion is likely to be

5
6
7

Kesavananda Bharati Sripadagalvaru & Ors. v. State of Kerala & Anr, AIR 1973 SC 1461 (India).
S.P. Gupta Vs Union of India, AIR 1982 SC 149 (India).
Supreme Court Advocate on Record Association v. Union of India, 1993 4 SCC 441 (India).
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significant® in the formation of his opinion.
In an exceptional case the executive may
not make an appointment recommended
by the Chief Justice of India if, for strong
reasons disclosed to the Chief Justice of
India, that appointment was considered
to be unsuitable. Consultation is
concurrence.”

“In re Special Reference 1 of 1998” also
known as the 3rd Judges case president
KR Narayan used Presidential reference
and asked the supreme court to clarify
how this collegium system will work.

“With this in mind, what has to
be considered is whether the size
of the collegium that makes the
recommendation should be increased.
We think it is desirable that the collegium
should consist of the Chief Justice of India
and the four seniors most puisne Judges
of the Supreme Court. Ordinarily, one of
the four seniors most puisne Judges of the
Supreme Court would succeed the Chief
Justice of Indig, but if the situation should
be such that the successor Chief Justice
is not one of the four senior-most puisne
Judges, he must invariably be made part
of the collegium. They are two in the case
of a recommendation for appointment to
a High Court®.”

Supreme Court Advocates-on-record
Association & Anr. vs. Union of India
2015° also known as the ‘4th Judges
case’ declared the 99th Constitutional
Amendment Act and the NJAC Act
unconstitutional.

The Constitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-first Amendment) Bill, 2014 was
an enabling constitutional amendment
for setting up a National Judicial
Appointments Commission.

The National Judicial Appointment
commission was introduced by passing
the 99th constitutional amendment act,

2014 which amended article 124(inserted
124 -A, B&C) and 217 and Article 124-A
which said that the Judges of the supreme
court shall be appointed by the President
in consultation with NJAC. An NJAC Act
was also enacted.

Criticisms of this system were as below:

1) The act was ultra vires, as it infringed
the “basic structure” of the Constitution
i.e, the “independence of the judiciary
“and “Rule of Law”. One of the instances
of this was the “Veto power” exercisable
by two eminent persons, or one eminent
person, in conjunction with the Union
Minister in charge of Law and Justice. It is
also violative of Article 50. An instance of
this is Article 124A (1) which speaks of the
inclusion of the Union Minister in charge of
Law and Justice as an ex officio Member
of the NJAC.

2) The Primacy of the Judiciary was
reduced. CJI had no casting vote in
matters of the tie.

3) The manner of selecting the Chief
justice of India was not proper and no
qualification was provided for 2 eminent
persons.

4) NJAC is composed of the following:

(a) The Chief Justice of India who is ex
officio chairperson of the commission.

(b) Two other senior Judges of the
Supreme Court, next to the Chief Justice
of India — Members, ex officio;

(c) The Union Minister in charge of Law
and Justice who is an ex officio member
of the commission.

(d) Twoeminentpersons,tobenominated
as Members of the commission.

The participation of all the members
symbolises huge interference in the
process of judicial appointment.

5) In the absence of Article 124-C, NJAC
would have allinherent powers to regulate
its affairs. It can decide its functions,

8 Supreme Court Advocate on Record Association v. Union of India, 1993 4 SCC 441 (India).
9 re Presidential Reference, AIR 1999 SC (India).
10 Supreme court Advocates on record Association &Anr Vs Union of India, AIR 2015 SC 5457 (India).
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procedure, ambit and scope. Parliament
will have control now; it can regulate the
procedure and manner of selection.

6) Power of reconciliation is taken away
from the President. CJl is only a member.
They will work on the recommendation of
NJAC.

The State was of the view that the
“Judiciary is creating an empire within an
empire”.

The court in this case declared “The
Constitution (Ninety-ninth Amendment)
Act, 2014” as unconstitutional and void
and “The National Judicial Appointments
Commission Act, 2014” was also declared
unconstitutional and void. The system
of appointment of Judges called the
“collegium system” is declared to be
operative. Court asked to consider the
introduction of appropriate measures,
if any, for an improved working of the
“collegium system”.

Presently amidst the Law Minister's
statements criticising the collegium
system of appointment and the Supreme
Court’s outrage over the Centre’'s delay
in clearing names, the Centre reportedly
sent back many files to the collegium
asking them to reconsider the same. They
also conveyed strong reservations about
the recommendations.

The centre is blaming the judiciary for
the high pendency of cases and alleging
that the judiciary is not able to administer
justice as it is busy making appointments,
asking for its representation in collegium
and stressing the revival of NJAC.

The judiciary on other hand is alleging
the centre of holding recommendations
and claiming that no institution is free
from defects and collegium should be
reformed or necessary defects should be
removed.

Recommendations:

1) One of the most important criticisms
against the collegium system is its “Non-
accountability” to the citizens. The recent
Collegium is not accountable to the

people for taking any wrong decisions
or making any wrong appointments.
Accountability increases efficiency and
impartial functioning augments public
trust and reduces the pendency of cases.

We can encompass 1 member of the
Executive in the collegium for ensuring
accountability and transparency. One
person can be selected by the Judiciary
itself or 3 Executives can be recommended
by the centre and the Judiciary can
select 1. The involvement of the Executive
should not be very minimal because even
though India has a separation of powers
it has a system of checks and balances.
We cannot let the judiciary create an
empire within an empire. Even though the
Independence ofthe Judiciary somewhere
means  freedom  from Executive
interference here interference symbolises
accountability towards the public. The
executive should have a say without
hampering Judicial independence, it
should be at the core of decision-making.
Itis a challenge to maintain an equilibrium
between accountability and Judicial
independence.

The practice of vesting the power of
appointment in the hands of the Executive
is followed in other countries as well. In the
United Kingdom, a country from which we
haveinheritedoursystemofadministration
of justice, the appointment of High Court
Judges is made by or on the advice of the
Lord Chancellor, who is a member of the
Cabinet while appointments to the Court
of appeal and the House of Lords and the
offices of Lord Chief Justice Master of the
Rolls and President of the Family Division.
The appointment is made after taking
the advice of the Prime Minister and
after consulting the Lord Chancellor. So
also, in the commonwealth countries like
Canada, Australia and New Zealand, the
appointment of High Court and Supreme
Court Judges is made by the Executive.

The High Court or the Supreme Court
&
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Judges’ appointments do not rest solely
on professional or functional suitability but
also on several other considerations such
as honesty, integrity and a general pattern
of behaviour etc. It is presumably on this
account that the power of appointment
is entrusted to the Executive. India has
appointed a middle way by trying to
balance powers between the Executive
and Judiciary™.

2) A proper time period should be
fixed by the Centre for approving
recommendations in the Memorandum of
Procedure. When the Centre sends back
therecommendationforreconsiderationit
should be sent along with cogent reasons.
Specific guidelines and criteria should be
issued for selecting the candidates for the
position of judge.

3) The four seniors most judges of the
collegium should be selected based on
merit rather than just seniority.

4) The other way could be the
reconsideration of NJAC. The structure
of NJAC and the manner of appointment
of CJI can be reformed. He should be
given a casting vote i.e; he should not
only be a member who works upon the
recommendation of NJAC. Qualifications
for eminent members should be
specified. The NJAC should not be given
powers to regulate its affairs. The power
of reconciliation shouldn’t be away from
the President.

5) There can also be a committee
consisting of 3 supreme court judges, 2
executive and1opposition leader presided
over by CJI. The main concern remains
accountability to people.

The President even though referred to as
a titular head act as a friend, philosopher,
and guide to the country. His position
as head should be respected and he
should be given a say in the matter of
appointments on the other hand the
position of the Chief Justice of India
under the Constitution is unique., he is

first among equals. His position should
also be respected. Hence such a formula
or method should be derived through
which one can protect the respect of the
Executive, Independence of the Judiciary
and trust of the citizens.

Get to Know Your Staff

Prithviraj Chavan — Assistant Professor
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n S.P. Gupta Vs Union of India, AIR 1982 SC 149 (India).
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Introduction:

A secular act in nature was introduced
to control marriages that cannot be
solemnized due to religion, tradition, social
environment and structure. Governed
by the Indian Succession Act, a Special
Marriage Bill created an uproar. The
questions are, “Why has such a secular
act caused such an upheavalin the Indian
parlioment?” “Why did learned members
like K. M. Shah, Shrimati Sucheta Kripalani
and Shrimati Sushama Sen dissent
from the particular clauses?” The title,
“Consequences of Marriage” is enough
to deter a layman to stray away from this
law.

Main Body:

A Special Marriage Act, for no reason,
should have clauses or provisos regarding
what succession law should be applied to
the marriage.Itis a secularlawi.e, the new
SMA, 1954' there is no need to renounce
religion to marry, as it is a civil marriage.
Under the old SMA, 18722 parties to the
marriage had to detach themselves from
their religion therefore no community’s
specific succession laws could apply
to them. Under the new SMA, 1954, it not
being necessary, the succession can

Consequences of Marriage under the
Special Marriage Act, 1954

well be governed by their own personal
lows may it be the same religion or two
different religions.

The SMA, 1954 after its passing in the
Parlioment, the highly contested Sections
19, 20, and 21 talked about the severance
from a joint family in the case of a Hindu,
Sikh, Buddhist and Jain. In the aspect of
Section 2], the act dispenses that

“Notwithstanding any restrictions
containedinthelndianSuccessionAct, 1925
(39 of 1925), with respect to its application
to members of certain communities,
succession to the property or any person
whose marriage is solemnized under
this Act and to the property of the issue
of such marriage shall be regulated by
the provisions of the said Act and for the
purposes of this Act shall have effect as if
Chapter lll of Part V (Special Rules for Parsi
Intestates) had been omitted therefrom.”3

Such a provision applies to all who opt
for a civil marriage under this act whether
within or outside one’s community which
led to all the personal laws of succession
being removed in the case of civil
marriage.

To understand the concept of SMA,
1954, as of now, the certain conclusions
of this act are that, where the parties to

1 Special Marriage Act, 1954
2 Hari Singh Gour, The Hindu Code, 1938

3 Special Marriage Act, Section 21,1954

'
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the marriage are both Hindus, Buddhists,
Sikh, and Jain the Hindu Succession act
will apply (Section 21-A) 4 Where only one
party to a marriage is of the aforesaid
religion, the Indian Succession Act shall
apply. In the case of a Muslim, who opts
for a civil marriage, in or out of his religion
and community, the Indian Succession
Act shall apply, and the same goes for the
Parsi and the Christian communities.

A provision for the people that were
against the motion and people with the
motion is said that the act should have
provided for an option where the parties
to the marriage could decide if they want
to be governed by the Indian Succession
Act or their own personal law. In the case,
they choose the Indian succession act
severance will be automatic for them.

Progressive secular marriages that
do not take into account the difference
between caste and creed are the main
object of these acts, the question that
then, lies before us is, “How is Section 19
compatible with such an act?”

The thought process is such that the
issues of marriage and property are very
different and it is said that they should
be done separately, this is said in the
Joint Committee but the opinion that the
writer wishes to personify in this present
article is that marriage and issues of the
succession of property should be, and
are meant to be, taken together. To marry
under this act, and to be removed from
your family, Sections 19° and 21 act as a
punishment for choosing your life partner.
It deters a person from taking advantage
and benefits occurring from this act, this
section shows a tendency for a division

from the joint family and breaking
personal law boundaries.

Dissent that can be noted is that under
the provisions of the act it will cause
severance from the family’ and it is said
to be obnoxious as it differentiates those
marrying between sacrament form and
the civil form. This act is a progressive
measure; it is seeking to clearly say that
marriage by registration does not mean
religious exclusion, but retention of section
19 negates this.

This particular section has been
contended upon by various sections of
the Parlioment, it seems to be a section
that will drag away the parties to marriage
because of it not being governed by
personal laws and making it statutory to
be governed by the Indian Succession
Act. It puts a layman in dilemma and
unfairly forces a separation and compels
members to avail the provisions of this
act since they have to marry under the
Special Marriage Act, 1954.

The justification of breaking up a family
for a person who marries under this
act is un-justified. This proviso renders
division of Undivided Hindu Family and
is inconsistent with the spirit of the act. It
is also said by the learned member Sita
Parmanands®, that it is very necessary to
interpret severance as a word to avoid
any legal quibbling around it and save
complications in the future.

It cannot be said that a joint family
will approach marriage with a member
of the other community or different
faith as necessarily unwelcome the
social approach should go through a
considerable change.

4 Where the marriage is solemnized under this Act of any person who professes the Hindu, Buddhist,
Sikh or Jaina religion with a person who professes the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or Jaina religion, section 19 and
section 21 shall not apply and so much of section 20 as creates a disability shall also not apply.]

5 The marriage solemnized under this Act of any member of an undivided family who professes the
Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or Jaina religions shall be deemed to effect his severance from such family

6 Joint Committee, India, The Special Marriage Bill, 1952
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In the Concept of Hindus’ under this
act, the Situation may well be as such
where a Hindu might want to marry
outside his faith and with the consent
of his family members the statutory
mandate of severance should not apply,
and in the case that they do not consent
to it can be a point of debate between
the parties or contention to be solved
in court because at the end of the day,
it is a matter of that particular Hindu
Undivided Family, a personal aspect is to
be taken into consideration. Severance
from the Hindu Undivided Family can be
held as a deterrent for both parties. The
Law allegedly is also patriarchal in nature;
we need to break bounds to make it a
gender-neutral law.

Conclusion:

Consequences of marriage e,
section 19, 20, 21, 21-A constitutes it. The
terminology of the sections makes it
abundantly clear that some actions
will have consequences, the dissent
against the pertaining sections is on the
same grounds why marriage should be
punished is the question before us all.
The law takes into consideration Hindus,
Buddhists, Sikhs and Parsi communities.
Although the laws are interpreted as such,
various legal scholars have been in denial
of why such a law exists in a progressive
and secular act. Why does a general law
govern over d personal law matter? Why
does a General Law affect a specific law?

Get to Know Your Staff

Hanumant Dodke - Assistant Professor

Hanumant Sir, a Marathi literature enthusiast,
stated that his book of choice is
dlefdielled by Bhishmraj Bam, which delves
into the depths of human psychology and
triumph. When it comes to movies, the iconic
osiceldlc and the inspiring Dangal have left
an everlasting impact on his heart. Hidden
beneath his everyday demeanour, he
possesses a secret talent for singing, using his
voice to express emotions and create beautiful
melodies. Reflecting on an alternate career
path, he reveals that being a sportsman would
have been a dream come true, drawn by the
thrill of competition and the joy of pursuing
athletic excellence. Describing himself in a
single word, he chooses “honest,” embodying
his commitment to truth and integrity in all
aspects of his life.

Get to Know Your Staff

Suraj Sakore — Assistant Professor

Suraj Sir finds profound inspiration in the
book, “The Ignited Mind,” which ignites his own
passion for growth, innovation, and the power
of the human mind. Among the many fiims
that have touched his heart, “M.S. Dhoni: The
Untold Story” holds a special place, capturing
the essence of perseverance, determination,
and the pursuit of one’'s dreams. Suraj Sir
possesses a remarkable talent for writing and
envisionshimself asanengineer,inanalternate
professional path. Describing himself in a
single word, he chooses “persistent,” reflecting
his unwavering commitment, resilience, and
tenacity in the face of obstacles.

7 Hindus Constitutes all such as Buddhists, Sikhs and Parsi.
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Abstract

In that, it contains two tiers of governance
by the owners and the directors, the
organizational structure of a firm is very
much comparable to the federal system.
The people who own the equity shares of
the corporation are its true owners: the
shareholders. A private business can have
between two and two hundred shareholders,
but a limited company can have as few as
seven and as many as one thousand.

On the other side, the directors are the
chosen representatives of the shareholders.
They oversee day-to-day operations and
prioritize safeguarding the interests of the
shareholders, who are actively involved in
managementoroperation. They are executive
leaders, charged with representing and
acting in the best interests of the business.

Section 149(1) of the Companies Act of 2013
mandates that every corporation have a
minimum of three directors for public limited
companies, two for private limited companies,
and one-for-one-person businesses.

The Shareholder Model

Aligning the interests of the shareholders
and the executives, or directors, is the
main goal of the shareholder approach
to corporate governance. Market value is
taken into account as a gauge of the firm'’s
productivity and profitability. Due to the
separation of executive daily decision-
making and beneficial ownership, a principal-
agent issue develops in this situation. Due to
this separation of ownership and control, the

The Ambit of Directorial Powers -
How can it be limited by the shareholders?

company deviates fromits goal of maximizing
profits. Since the managing directors are not
sole proprietors, they do not incur all of the
expenses or reap all of the rewards of their
labor.

In this case, the directors are held to be the
shareholders’ trustees and are so required to
act in their best interests.

Powers of shareholders in the appointment
of directors

In most Indian-registered businesses, the
shareholders are permitted to announce
the appointment of the directors, who in turn
make up the Board.

They also have the authority, under Section
169(1) of the Companies Act 2013, to remove
directors with a simple majority vote, namely
by passing an ordinary resolution.

According to Section 114 of the Companies
Act 2013,

a. the members of the meeting who are
eligible to vote cast their votes in favor of the
resolution by raising their hands, taking a poll,
etc.

b. the resolution should get more than 50%
of the voting in favor, to win.

Restrictions imposed on directors under
Section 180 of the Companies Act, 2013

This section specifies certain conditions in
which the Board of Directors must first get
the unanimous consent of the Shareholders
through a Special Resolution before using
that particular power.

A special resolution intention to declare it
special must be notified to all members in
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attendance in accordance with Section 114(2)
of the Companies Act of 2013.

b. The general meeting must be properly
announced and all attendees must get the
notice required by this act promptly.

d. The number of votes cast in support of
the resolution must be at least three times
greater than any votes, if any, that were cast
against it by members.

In cases of the following circumstances,
a special resolution and the need for
shareholder approval under Section 180
come into play:

1. To sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of
the entire undertaking or substantially the
entire firm, or in cases where the company
owns many undertakings, the entire or
substantially the entire undertaking of each
such undertaking.

2. To invest any additional pay it receives as
a result of a merger or amalgamation in trust
securities.

3. Apart from short-term loans taken out
from the company bankers in the regular
course of business, borrow money when
the total amount borrowed by the firm will
exceed the sum of its paid-up share capital,
free reserves, and securities premium.

4.To remit any obligation owed to a director
or to extend the time for payment. The
shareholders may intervene and restrict the
ambit of powers exercised by the Directors, in
cases wherein

1. they are dissatisfied with the director,
their remedy would be to remove them in
accordance with the provisions of the act or
articles, MoA [Memorandum of Association]
and AoA [Articles of Association], etc.

2. when a deadlock is observed in the
management.

3.the directors acted in a mala fide manner,
in bad faith, against the interests of the
company.

4. when the non-alignment of intention
is observed, between the principal and the
agent, the owner and the executive, the
shareholder, and the director, in this case.

Conclusion
There has been a declaration giving
shareholders the authority to interfere with

the nominated directors’ regular activities.
Nonetheless, in terms of appointment and
dismissal, the shareholders shall always
have the final say. Senior management,
which includes all managers, directors, and
employees, is always responsible to the
shareholders. Investors need managers
specialized human capital to generate
returns on their investments, much to how
investors (principals) hire managers (agents)
to operate the company on their behalf,
and managers might need the investors’
money since they might not have enough
capital of their own to invest. In each of the
aforementioned situations, there is a split
between ownership and control as well as
between financing and management.
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One of the best and most illustrative
examples of how the media can murder
people covertly is the Rwandan genocide
and radio. In the 1990s, radio was a
potent tool for causing and directing
mayhem. The bulk of radio broadcasters
in the Rwandan genocide case were
independent contractors. A community-
specific hatred and toxic behavior that
persisted and cost 7% of Rwanda’s people
their lives.

The aforementioned instance is perfectly
applicable to the current situation. Disha
Ravi recently received the label of “single
mother” from one of the largest and self-
described “known” media organizations
and newspapers. Later, the story was
changed on the same media website,
without an apology. According to thisnews
report, character assassination and slut-
shaming of a 21-year-old environmental
campaigner are the fundamental
foundations of Indian patriarchy.

Anil Vij, the Home Minister for Haryanaq,
attacked Disha on Twitter, writing that
“anti-nationalists like her should be killed
from the roots.” Disha Ravi was detained
for five days after being nabbed by
Delhi police in Bengaluru for ‘allegedly’
editing a toolkit that Greta Thunberg
published. Sedition, criminal conspiracy,
and fomenting discontent against the
Indian government are among the
accusations. She is a part of the group

Disha:

Media, Arrest and Dissent

Fridays for Future, which fought EIA 2020:
Environmental  Impact  Assessment
Notification. They had previously received
a notice from the authorities under the
Unlawful Actions [Prevention] Act [UAPA],
but it was subsequently withdrawn. The
cops claim that the UAPA notice was sent
“erroneously.”

The classic provision silenced the voices
against the ruler which are used in favor
of Disha’s case. Since 2015, the modus-
operandi of the state clearly shows
the provision is used suppress dissent.
Anyone raising their voice on the streets is
either been harassed by various agencies
or is arrested. The pattern can be seen
repeatedly in several events like CAA
protests, Delhi riots or Koregaon Bhima.

Disha'’s situation is distinct. The conflicts
between judges, high-ranking police
officers, and intellectuals are what make
them unique. 50 or so former judges,
senior cops, officers and bureaucrats
sent a memo to President Ram Nath
Kovind, denouncing efforts by people and
groups to establish narratives against
the interests of the country. On the other
hand, retired Supreme Court justice,
Justice Deepak Gupta, stated that he had
no suspicions that the toolkit contained
anything “seditious.” Opponents also
draw attention to the illegal reason she
was imprisoned, which contributes to the
peculiarity of her case.
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The arrest took place in Bengalury,
Disha’s mobile phone was tracked by
the police and then apprehended from
her residence. While the arrest was in
process, none of the police officials were
in uniform. It has also been allegedly said
that her family was not informed. This
very-well comes in clear violations of D.
K Basu guidelines requiring police to be
in uniform with name tags at the time of
arrest.

Bengaluru Police have stated that they
weren’t aware of Disha’s arrest until she
was on the flight being departed to Delhi.
The rule of inter-state arrest laid down
in Sandeep Kumar Vs State, authored by
Justice Dr. S Murlidhar and Talwant Singh
clearly says that establishing contact
with the local police station, in whose
jurisdiction the arrest takes place is o
necessity. As recorded, she was formally
arrested in Delhi and not in Bengaluru.
Secondly, Article 22 of the Indian
Constitution is a fundamental provision
providing the earliest opportunity to legal
representation by a practitioner of choice
seems to be violated. The duty magistrate
failed to ensure legal representation
of Disha’s choice although she was
represented by a legal aid counsel, it is
allegedly said that the particular police
station officials mislead the lawyers of her
choice by giving them false information.
The same pattern was followed in the
cases of Safoura Zargar and Munawar
Faruqui.

Returning to the media trial, bench of
Justice Prathibha Singh [DelhiHC] directed
the editors eg. Times Now, India Today
and Newsl18 to ensure that proper editorial
control is exercised while disseminating
information to ensure investigation is not
hammered. High Court also remarked
‘Right to Privacy, sovereignty and integrity
of the country and the Freedom of Speech
need to be balanced'.

Quoting the National Crime Records
Bureau, the data shows 165% jump in the
sedition cases [2019] while the conviction
rate is around 3% to 4%.This data
clearly points out the state’s use of legal
machinery to crack down dissent. Time
has come to stand against these tactics.
‘Law proscribes only such activities as
would be intended, or have a tendency, to
create disorder or disturbance of public
peace by resort to violence”.

“There is not even an iota of evidence
brought to my notice connecting the
perpetrators of the violence on January
26, 2021, with the said PJF (Poetic Justice
Foundation) or the applicant/accused
(Ravi),” the court said terming the
evidence against Ms Ravi as “scanty and
sketchy”.

“Citizens are conscience keepers of
government in any democratic Nation.
They cannot be put behind the bars
simply because they choose to disagree
with the state policies. The offence of
sedition cannot be invoked to ministerto
the wounded vanity of the governments,”
Judge Rana remarked while granting bail
to Disha Ravi and pulling hard on the state.
Judge Rana in the context of Greta
Thunberg and tool kit case noted that -
“The right to dissent is firmly enshrined
under Article 19 of The Constitution of India.
In my considered opinion the freedom of
speech and expression includes the right
to seek a global audience”

One lesson that all the studio and
sensation frenzy media should learn from
this judgment is -
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“Conspiracy cannot be proved merely
on the basis of inferences. The inferences
have to be backed by evidence,” the court
noted.

In the words of Justice D.Y.Chandrachud,
“Great threat to pluralism is the
suppression of difference and the
silencing of popular and unpopular voices
offering alternate or opposing views, India
as a nation committed to pluralism, is not
one language, one religion, one culture or
one assimilated race”.

It was Saffora yesterday, Disha today who
knows about tomorrow. This not so-called
emergency situation needs to be curbed,
not just by pen and paper, but using the
ballot paper [if they allow it] or else one

cannot rely on the BUTTON system.

Get to Know Your Staff

Sumit Tak - Assistant Professor

Drawn to the captivating storytelling of filmmaker Gajendra Ahire, Sumit sir finds inspiration and
admiration in the cinematic masterpieces brought to life. Among his favourite movies, “Chak De India”
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and enterprising businessman, embracing the challenges and excitement that come with venturing
into the world of commerce. Describing himself in a single word, he aptly chooses “adventurous,”
embodying his zest for life, eagerness to explore new horizons, and embrace thrilling experiences. With
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mark on his professional and personal journey.
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world of “Siyalkot Saga” by Ashwin Sanghi, a book that weaves together history, mystery, and mythology.
When it comes to movies, she has a fondness for the intriguing narratives of “Raazi” directed by Meghna
Gulzar and “Special 26" directed by Neeraj Pandey. She aspires to be a Business Analyst, driven by her
analytical mindset and a clear understanding of economics.
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Introduction

Defining a phenomenon is one of the
leading steps to recognizing the occurrence
and role of that entity or phenomenon
in Human understanding. From the very
beginning of the human race, man has
always tried to treat the contingencies and
occurrences (here, health contingencies
and occurrences) through means of his
understanding of nature yet there are some
rare occurrences (i.e. Disecses) that are
beyond his understanding but now with the
emergence of advancement in medical
sciences, it is possible to treat and prevent
such occurrences. However, there is still a
struggle to define it in particular herein ‘rare’
diseases. One of the working definitions that
most will agree on is given by the World
Health Organization (WHO) states that these
diseases are debilitating, lifelong disorders
whose prevalence is less than one per
1,000 persons. They include autoimmune
disorders, = congenital malformations,
inherited cancers, and certain endemic
infectious diseases that have very low
prevalence. Around 80 percent of rare
diseases are genetic in origin and therefore
disproportionately impact children.

Management of health care is a state
subject and to counter such diseases,
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India formulated a National
Policy for Treatment of Rare Diseases
(NPTRD) in July 2017. Implementation of the

National Policy for Rare Diseases
and Consideration of Research For
Treatment As A Nationally Important Project

policy, however, faced certain challenges
and a limiting factor in its implementation
was bringing States on board and lack of
clarity on how much Government could
support in terms of tertiary care.

Now, this is always persisting problem of
state machinery but why we are discussing
rare diseases and their consideration to be
a nationally important project?

Background

In a recent event, the Honorable Delhi
High Court consisting of a single bench of
Honorable Justice Pratibha Singh directed
Union Government to release 2 5.35 Cr.
to fund Clinical trials for rare diseases
i.e, Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD)
syndrome while hearing a batch of petitions
pertaining to children suffering from rare
diseases such as DMD and hunter syndrome.

A genetic disorder, DMD affects muscles,
leading to muscle wasting that gets worse
over time. It occurs primarily among males,
though in rare cases may affect females,
according to the National Institutes of
Health, a US medical research agency.

In August in the very similar case of Master
Arnesh Shaw v. Union of India & Anr. The High
Court suggested Union government take a
“more pragmatic view” on its suggestion
that the financial support of Rs 50 Lakh per
patient for treatment under the National
Policy For Rare Diseases could be also
considered for covering the expenses likely
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to be incurred in the clinical trials under
which 54 children are already enrolled.
Responding to the observations made by
the court in August, the Central Technical
Committee for Rare Diseases (CTCRD) in a
September 02 meeting observed that the
amount is to be released only for “treatment
of rare diseases” and the responsibility of
conducting a clinical trial of a drug lies on
the developer until the efficacy of the drug
is proven as it cannot be considered as a
treatment and hence it does not fall under
the ambit of support scheme of the policy.
However, this time the Court in its judgment
paved a way for a broader question of
considering this to be a nationally important
project.

During the hearing concerning the matter,
the High Court in its observation mentioned
that the “magnitude of the problem
suffered by children with rare diseases
leaves no doubt in the mind of the court
that the creation of treatment therapeutics
for children with rare diseases would be
considered as a nationally important
project.”

Challenges

Challenges before the national policy for
rare diseases are elaboratively mentioned
in the Policy report 2021. The most prominent
of which the court observed and asked the
government to cater to is that the efforts
for crowdfunding for treatment of DMD and
other rare diseases had not yielded many
results as the issue does not appear to have
gained importance in society in general
thus publicizing about the issue through
radio, television and other media in order
to attract more voluntary donations for the
said cause. Public ignorance of the matter is
one of the challenges that the Government
and society as a whole have to deal with.

Remedy by the court

The High Court provided directions that
“In order to ensure that there is a specific
recognition of donations for rare diseases
this court is of the opinion that the same
ought to be included in schedule VIl as

requested by the MoHFW and the MCA is
directed to file an affidavit as to the status
of this request”. In the mentioned direction
Courtalso noted thatHanugen Therapeutics
Private Limited, the company which was to
conduct the said clinical trials after entering
into an agreement with Biotechnology
Industry Research Assistance Council
(BIRAC) last year, was unable to begin the
same due to lack of funds.

Directing BIRAC to release Rs. 5.35 crore
to Hanugen to begin the trial, the court
observed that as it has been declared a
nationally important project, the intellectual
property will rest with the government. The
court further directed Hanugen and BIRAC
to draft a fresh agreement and place it
before the court.

Conclusion

India is the proud pharmacy of the
world but with the forthcoming scenarios
confronting the nation i.e, an estimated 1.8
lakh children will need surgery every year.
Congenital anomalies make up 9% of the
surgical burden of diseases worldwide of
which two-thirds may be avoided with
surgical interventions if we are talking about
the question of health care concerning the
child as a whole.

Achieving the goal of controlling
preventable deaths of newborns and
children suffering from rare diseases can
be done only with investment in research.
Moreover, the addition of research funding
in the national policy for rare diseases
is conclusive in making it a nationally
important project.

References
-https:/[indianexpress.com/article/cities/
delhi/medicines-for-rare-diseases-delhi-
hc-directs-centre-to-release-rs-5-35-
crore-to-fund-clinical-trials-8339438/

« Master Arnesh Shaw v. Union of India & Anr.
*https://main.mohfw.gov.in/sites/default/
files/Final%20NPRD%2C%202021.pdf
*https://www.orfonline.org/research/rare-
diseases-in-india-orphan-no-more/
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The uniform civil code (UCC) is one of the
debatable topics going on, not only in the
legislature, but also in the general public.
It is a subject of public concern because
it talks about one nation, one code, which
will affect the personal law and that will be
paralyzed after the implementation of this
code. We all know that India is a cluster of
different religions with different cultures
and ideologies and in such a place
implementing a uniform civil code is not
going to be a cakewalk. Before discussing
why, it will not be easy to implement, first
see the basics of a uniform civil code.

Definition

A uniform civil code means that all
sections of the society irrespective of their
religion shall be treated equally according
to the national civil code, which shall
apply to all uniformly. It will be applicable
in personal laws like marriage, divorce,
property, inheritance, and succession. It is
a secular civil law that is going to provide
equality before the law and in a real sense
irrespective of any religion, caste, tribe, or
gender.

Indian Constitution and this Code

This code is mentioned in Article 44 of Part
IV of the Indian constitution under Directive
Principles of State Policies (DPSP). To the
knowledge of my readers, the uniform civil
code comes under DPSP, and DPSP is a

Uniform Civil Code (UCC)

right that cannot be enforced by the court,
but these principles are fundamental in
the working of the nation and the state
must apply these principles in making law.
So, the court can only talk about a uniform
civilcode but can’t do anything except wait
and watch for the government to take any
further steps. That's why Article 44 of the
Constitution states that “THE STATE SHALL
ENDEAVOUR TO SECURE FOR THE CITIZENS
A UNIFORM CIVIL CODE THROUGHOUT THE
TERRITORY OF INDIA”. Where state exactly
means the legislative bodies.

History Related to the UCC

UCC came into the picture in 1835, when
Britishers put forward the idea of uniformity
in the laws of evidences and crimes but
not personal law acts. Later, after seeing
SO many cases drise out of personal laws,
the government formed the B. N. Rau
Committee to codify Hindu laws in 1941
When the Constitution of India was in the
process of drafting,the UCC wasintroduced
in Article 35 of the Draft Constitution, which
was later put under Article 44. During the
formulation of this act, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
said that UCC is a sensible thing but it
can only be accepted voluntarily in the
present scenario, but also said that it will
be implemented shortly when the nation is
ready to accept it. He further said, “There
was a debate that went on while passing
of uniform civil code in the Consti}%ent
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assembly - The Muslim members were not
in favor of this code Mohammad Ismail a
resident of Madras was against this code
his points were that-

1. Following one’s religious beliefs and
principles are the fundamental right of
every citizen.

2.  He clarified in the assembly that
India is a secular nation where everyone is
free to practice their religion so they should
not take any step which is going to hinder
the religious and cultural ethos of people.

The second person in this debate was M.
A. Ayyangar whose views were also against
UCC said-:

1. The Indian concept of secularism
gives equal rights to every religion and
culture.

2.  The matrimonial contract was
enjoined by the Holy Quran and the
tradition of the prophet.

K. M. Munshi another member of the
constituent assembly was in favor of UCC
because it gives religious freedom to the
state to control all the secular activities
associated with religion.

1.  Hetook the example of countries like
Turkey and Egypt wherereligious minorities’
personal laws were not protected.

2. He further took examples of khojas
and demons who do not want to follow the
Shariat Act but were forced to do so.

3. He mentioned a stronger point
to support his claim that personal law
discriminates between genders that are
against the core of the constitution of India.

Judgements Related to UCC

Therearemanyeventsinthelndianjudicial
system when courts have discussed the
importance of implementing of uniform
civil code among them are some cases
discussed here-

1.  Mohd. Ahmed Khan v Shah Bano
Begum (AIR 1985 SC 945)

This was the first time when the Hon'ble
SupremeCourttalkedabouttheimportance
of the implementation of UCC. A Muslim
woman named Shah Bano Begum was

fighting a case against her husband Mohd.
Ahmed for the maintenance of herself
and her five children under Section 123 of
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. But the
husband took the defence of the Muslim
Personal Law where the provisions are only
to provide maintenance only for the iddat
period after divorce i.e., only for 128 days.
Though the Court upheld the right to get
maintenance after the iddat period, if a
Uniform Civil Code was in the picture, then
it would have given equal rights as in that
case Special Marriage Act, 1954 would be
in power where, under Section 37, the court
can order the husband to pay alimony to
his wife.

States That Have Implemented UCC

Goa is the only state in India that has
implemented a Uniform Civil Code. There is
also a talk in other states like Uttarakhand,
Assam, and Himachal Pradesh, about
the implementation of such. Let's see the
model of UCC in Goa as it will give us a
great picture of how things work.

The code is derived from the Portuguese
Civil Code, 1867, which was in action when
the Portuguese ruled Goa. Some important
rules that are to be followed are-

1.  The law provides the compulsory
registration of marriage before the civil
authority, ensuring that the wife is an
equal inheritor and is entitled to half of
the “common assets” in which inherited
property of the husband if there is a divorce
between them. And parents have to share
half of the properties with their children
including a daughter.

2. For marriage, there will be a two-
step process commonly known as first
signature and second signature in which
the first is a statement of intention (where
you can call for any objection) and the
second signature is the formal marriage.

3. The law doesn’t allow bigamy or
polygamy for any religion but allows Hindu
men to marry again, if their wife doesn’t
give birth to a child till the age of 21 or a
male child till the age of 30.
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4. There is also a provision for
matrimonial property rights which is in
itself very unique because it is not given
in any of the personal laws in India, during
marriage no special agreement is signed
between the couples the wife is a co-
owner in the properties with the husband
including the inherited properties.

Other Nations That Have Implemented
ucc

Many countries have implemented
uniform civil codes like Rome, France, and
Islamic countries like Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
Pakistan, Egypt, Nigeria, Malaysia, and the
USA.

« Rome: The UCC is given by the
Romans it was formed in the reign of
Emperor Justinion, Romans use the
principle to develop a code, precise for the
Roman people, which was used to decide
how the legal process will be worked. They
coined the word, “Jus Civile” means all
rules and laws that are derived from Rome.

« France: It is one of the well-known
civil codes in the world it is called the
Napoleon Civil Code, 1804. It replaced all
the local laws. It covers a vast area of laws
like succession, wills, gifts, contracts and
quasi-contracts, commodities, property,
easement, wills, etc.

« Islamic nations: Most Islamic nation
rule according to the shariat act but there
are some countries who took a progressive
step like Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Nigeriq,
Turkey, and Pakistan, who got inspired by
the European model of the code and made
laws in a combination of Shariat Law and
Uniform Civil Code. But some people are
firm believers that their nation should be
running according to Shariat Law, without
any modifications.

« United States of America: This
country has different layers of legislation
that apply differently to every state,
city, and agency. Here, states have their
Supreme Court which has their own set of
rules. But still, there are civil laws that apply
to all the states in the same manner in the
country. For example, security, taxation

and general legal issues.

Pros of UCC

«  Uniform Civil Code will provide equal
status to all the citizens of India.

« It will be gender neutral which is
again going to benefit the women of our
country.

« It will neglect the contentious
provisions of personal laws.

«  Overlapping of laws will get avoided.

« It will be easy for judicial institutions
to hear cases and the burden of cases
would be less.

Cons of UCC

. It is a violation of religious freedom,
whichisdirectly againstthe basic principles
of the Indian Constitution.

« As India is a nation of diversity
concerning religion, culture, or ethnicity
it would be difficult for everyone to follow
one principle.

« The state has no right to interfere
in religious activity written under freedom
of religion which is again a violation of
fundamental rights.

« It is a very sensitive issue because
the government has to be unbiased while
forming this act that must not hurt the
sentiments of any section of society.

Conclusion

India is a nation of diversity as mentioned
above where every community has its
laws and they are in support of that laws
but we cannot neglect the point that these
personal laws are gender biased i.e., they
harm the well-being of women. As the
world is changing, women need equal and
unbiased opportunities. To implement the
Uniform Civil Code, the Government should
start taking strong steps in that direction. It
can be interpreted that it would not be an
easy task but it has so many benefits. The
author firmly believes that a Uniform Civil
Code shall be in action shortly.
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The world is currently facing a host
of environmental issues, from climate
change to deforestation, pollution, and
loss of biodiversity. These problems are
rapidly intensifying, and the need for
immediate action is more crucial than
ever. The corporate sector, with its vast
resources and reach, can play a pivotal
role in addressing these issues through
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).

CSRreferstothewayinwhichcorporations
integrate  social and environmental
concerns into their operations, decision-
making, and stakeholder relationships.
By doing so, they can create a positive
impact on society and the environment
while also enhancing their reputation and
long-term sustainability.

One of the most pressing environmental
issuesis climate change, whichis primarily
caused by the release of greenhouse
gases such as carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere.Many corporations are taking
steps to reduce their carbon footprint by
adopting renewable energy, improving
energy efficiency, and investing in carbon
offsetting projects.

For example, Google has set a goal to
operate on 100% renewable energy by
2030, and Microsoft has pledged to be
carbon negative by 2030. Walmart, the
world’s largest retailer, has committed
to reducing emissions from its global
supply chain by one gigaton by 2030.

Environmental Issues and CSR

These initiatives not only help reduce
carbon emissions but also promote the
adoption of renewable energy sources
and technologies.

Another significant environmental issue
is deforestation, which is the permanent
destruction of forests for agricultural,
industrial, or commercial purposes. Many
corporations have been criticized for their
role in deforestation, particularly in the
agriculture and palm oil sectors.

However, some companies have taken
steps to address this issue. For instance,
Nestle, the world's largest food company,
has committed to sourcing 100% of its
palm oil from sustainable sources by
2023. Unilever, one of the world’s largest
consumer goods companies, has pledged
to eliminate deforestation from its supply
chain by 2023. These commitments
are helping to reduce the demand for
unsustainable palm oil and promote
sustainable agricultural practices.

Pollution is also a significant
environmental issue, with many
corporations contributing to air, water,
and land pollution through their
operations and products. For example,
the fashion industry is known to be a
significant polluter due to the use of
synthetic materials and the disposal of
textile waste. However, some companies
are taking steps to reduce their pollution
footprint.
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For instance, Adidas, the global sports
brand, has committed to using only
recycled polyester in its products by
2024. Patagonia, the outdoor clothing
company, has launched a program that
encourages customers to repair and
reuse their clothing instead of buying new
items. These initiatives not only reduce
pollution but also promote a circular
economy where products are reused and
recycled instead of being discarded.

Finally, the loss of biodiversity
is an environmental issue that is
often overlooked but has significant
implications for ecosystems and human
well-being. Many corporations are taking
steps to protect and restore biodiversity
by investing in conservation efforts and
reducing their impact on natural habitats.

For instance, the mining company Rio
Tinto has committed to net-positive
biodiversity outcomes in all its operations
by 2025. The pharmaceutical company
AstraZeneca has launched a program

to protect biodiversity by reducing its
impact on ecosystems and supporting
conservation efforts. These initiatives not
only protect biodiversity but also promote
sustainable practices and responsible
business operations.

In conclusion, environmental issues
are becoming more pressing, and
corporations have a significant role to
play in addressing them through CSR.
By integrating social and environmental
concerns into their operations,
corporations can create a positive impact
on society and the environment while also
enhancing their reputation and long-term
sustainability. The initiatives highlighted
above are just a few examples of the
positive impact that corporations can
have on the environment. It is essential
that corporations continue to prioritize
CSR and take bold action to address the
environmental challenges facing our
planet.

Get to Know Your Staff

Ajinkya Waghmare — Assistant Professor

Ajinkya sir's book of choice, “Think Like a Monk” by Jay Shetty explores
the power of mindfulness, self-discovery, and living a purposeful life.
When it comes to music, he finds himself captivated by the patriotic
spirit of the Vande Mataram Rap. He has a unique talent for creating
and maintaining a healthy and harmonious environment whilst
fostering positivity and collaboration among those around him. If he
hadn't chosen the legal field, his passion for sports and adventure
would have led him to become a part of the Indian Cricket Team or
pursue acareer as a pilot, soaring through the skies with determination

and skill.
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As afuture member of the legal fraternity,
one of the most valuable experiences
during college days is attending trials.
Moot Court is a simulation of a real trial
where students argue hypothetical
cases before judges, usually lawyers or
academics of the field. These types of
competitions allow students to develop a
hands-on approach and gain invaluable
experience that extends beyond the
classroom.

Develop legal skills: Moot courts give
students an opportunity to increase their
confidence in their abilities. Through
practice and judging judges, they learn to
trust their gut and develop the courage to
defend their arguments convincingly. The
confidence gained can also be seen in
other areas of life, such as public speaking
and interviews.

Online opportunities: Because these
competitions  bring together legal
professionals, researchers and students
from across the country, they provide
an excellent networking opportunity for
low students. Such events provide an
opportunity to meet lawyers, judges, and
other legal professionals. Participating
in contest competitions can also lead to
internships, clerkships, and other career
opportunities.

The Importance of Moot Courts
as a Law Student

More practical information: The student
learns about court procedure, presenting
statements and presenting arguments.
They also understand the nuances of
these arguments and the importance of
getting to the heart of the matter.

Exposure to different aspects of law:
Controversial courts often focus on
hypotheticalcasesthatcoverawiderange
of issues, from constitutional confirmation
to appellate courts. Participating in the
same can help a student decide on a
career as they are exposed to different
fields. They can spark an interest in a
particular area of law that the student
may not have considered before.

Components of Moot Courts:

1. The Hon'ble Judge’s Bench

2.The Legal Question/Dispute Proposition

3. Representatives of the stakeholders
(consultants or group composition of
representatives, usually consisting of 3
people, two presenters and a researcher)

4. Court Clerks

There are some points you can learn to
become a good mooter:

You must know your case well, and when
you present your case to the judge, you
must be very careful in your conduct and
be aware of all the facts of the case. You
should be very familiar with the case and
not read your notes instead of reading
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about the case. Make a short list of all
the points you want to make in your case
so that it doesn't get delayed, and it's
easier when the judge is convinced. You
should always try to have fun and a good
interactive session with the judge, as this
will boost your morale, and the judge
will also be interested in listening to your
behaviour. It is important that you argue
the facts rather than the law when making
your case.

Things to Avoid:

Although there are certain etiquettes
and manners that are followed, there
are certain things that all compilers
should avoid at all costs during oral
presentations. Instead of being too
formal during an argument, try to have
a conversation about it. However, avoid
using statements like “I believe, feel, think”,
etc. You should never answer a question
without thinking about it first, otherwise,
there will be two seconds of silence. There
is also the risk of trying to cover up your
shortcomings by bluffing, which should
be avoided at all costs. If you accidentally
interrupt or talk to the referee, stop talking
immediately. No matter what happens
or how embarrassed you are, do not
get angry, don't fight back or leave the
courtroom. The worst thing you can do is
not pay attention to the judges’ questions
or address their concerns. Give it your
undivided attention.

Do not deviate from the original plan.
That does not mean you shouldn’t try to
please the judge. If you get distracted, try
to answer in a way that makes sense and
gets you on the right track. And finally, one
of the most important things is not to let
yourself get upset. Your anxiety can affect
the judge’s opinion of you, so as the saying
goes, fake it till you make it. Speech is one
of the most essential parts of qualifying
a law student in this field, and they have
to do differently to help them in the future
when they become lawyers and judges of

the High Court and Supreme Court and
dispense justice. So, such movements
help the student to grow as a person and
encourage him to move forward and
show his abilities.

Etiquettes and good manners:

When entering a courtroom -

« You must bow to the judge as soon
as you enter the courtroom, whether the
judge notices you or not.

» Unless otherwise indicated, the seat
must be such that the appellant must sit
on the left, and the respondent must sit on
the right, facing the judge.

« When the judge follows you into the
courtroom, you must stand up, and when
he (the judge) reaches his chair, the
lawyer bows in front of him and then takes
his place.

« When ordered by the judge, the first
lawyer must approach the podium and
bow to the court/judge before the start of
the oral argument.

During the pleadings:

The emphasis is now on one of the most
important, if not the most important,
stages of pleading, namely pleadings in
which the lawyer as a speaker is obliged
to use specific judicial language when
presenting his arguments before the
judge (or the bank).

They are as follows:

» Always use terms such as “Your Honor”
when politely addressing the judge.
Generally, in Indig, if there are female
judges, we use the H.R. (and H.H.) medal.
Also, lawyers can ask judges, if there are
male and female judges, to designate
them collectively as lords. Generally,
they allow themselves to be collectively
called lords, and they only rarely do so. It
is, therefore, advisable to ask in advance
how the bank wishes to be called).

Lawyers should participate in the
proceedings das they present their
arguments rather than simply recounting
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them.

* When ajudge asks a question, answer it
fully as best you can; don’t say you'llcome
back later. Even if the judge deviates from
the path of the lawyer, the lawyer should
always give priority to the advice of the
judge.

« When a judge tries to ask a question
if someone is confused or does not
understand something, he can ask the
judge for clarification or explanation.

+ Judges may be asked to recall
something for a few seconds (e.g. 10-
15 seconds) if it does not come back
immediately.

« After obtaining permission as to how
the judge wishes to be called, the attorney
usually begins the following statement
with “Court/Your..."

« When an attorney wishes to agree or
acknowledge what the judge said, he has
to answer “Indeed Your Lordship/Much
English Your Lordship” to do this.

« If you hold a pen or pencil to make
corrections in the Memorial, you must not
carry it with you when speaking because
you hold it in your hand while speaking or
wavethe pen/pencilto make an argument
when they may appear disrespectful to
the bank/judge

« Body movements such as switching
from one foot to the other and excessive
gestures should be avoided as much as
possible. Keeping your hands by your side
can help prevent this.

+ Instead of being harsh and
confrontational, it is better to adopt a
gentle and regular dialogue.

It's much better to suggest asking for a
while to remember something correctly
than to answer incorrectly right away.

- When the answer is unknown, excuse
yourself by saying, “The lawyer claims not
to know,” and ask for the opportunity to
make a calculated estimate.

- In the event of an error, it is
recommended to gently clarify its position
before a judge without embarrassment

and never to try to hide it.

« You can also respectfully disagree
when you can support your point of view
with well-reasoned arguments.

» You must assimilate information easily
without memorising words and be ready
to answer any questions that may arise.

To do this, first, formulate a counter-
argument on the other side, then look for
counter-arguments withgood arguments.

« When answering questions, it is best to
pause. It will also help you mentally form
a response.

» Always show respect for the court, no
matter what the issue.

« You must obtain permission from
the court before proceeding to the next
question or point.

Lawyers should participate in the
proceedings das they present their
arguments rather than simply recounting
them.

* When ajudge asks a question, answer it
fully as best you can; don’t say you'llcome
back later. Even if the judge deviates from
the attorney’s path, the attorney should
always give priority to the judge’s advice.

* When a judge tries to ask a question
if someone is confused or does not
understand something, he can ask the
judge for clarification or explanation.

+ Judges may be asked to recall
something for a few seconds (e.g. 10-
15 seconds) if it does not come back
immediately.

« Before you sit down, thank the court
when you are finished or when you run out
of time.

- If you need more time or notice that
many issues remain unresolved, calmly
raise your concerns with the court and
ask permission.

 Recite the first and last paragraphs,
especially the prayers, with all your heart.

« Maintaining eye contact during any
conversation is recognised as one of the
most important rules of etiquette. The
same goes for arguments.
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It's much better to suggest asking for a
while to remember something correctly
than to answer incorrectly right away.

- When the answer is unknown, excuse
yourself by saying, “the lawyer claims not
to know,” and ask for the opportunity to
make a calculated estimate.

- In the event of an error, it is
recommended to gently clarify its position
before a judge without embarrassment
and never to try to hide it.

« You can also respectfully disagree
when you can support your position with
well-reasoned arguments.

« You must be open to receiving
informationratherthan memorising words
and be ready to answer any questions
that may arise.

Maintaining eye contact with the judge
when presenting your case shows the
defence attorney’s confidence. We must
always strive to maintain it.

Transmitting information:

« To transmit information to a judge, give
it to the clerk in advance or, if necessary,
arrange for the same clerk to deliver
the material several times in a discreet
manner.

« Use Post-lts to convey information
orally without disturbing the courtroom.

Leaving the courtroom

« When the judge leaves his chair, he
must stand and bow to the judge.

To do this, first, formulate a counter-
argument on the other side, then look for
counter-arguments withgood arguments.

« When answering questions, it is best to
pause. It will also help you mentally form
a response.

« Always show respect for the court, no
matter what the issue.

« You must obtain permission from
the court before proceeding to the next
question or point.

Wait for the judge to leave before leaving
the courtroom.

» Never look at the bank with your back.
Speech/Communication  Etiquette
During Oral Pleadings

« When the hearing opens, begin by
saying, “For the pleasure of the court,
my nameis ________ , and | appear in
courtas ______ " My arguments will be
resolved...”

» Avoid when presenting arguments Use
phrases such as “We are arguing” or “Here
is our argument”.

« Before you sit down, thank the court
when you are finished or when you run out
of time.

- If you need more time or notice that
many issues remain unresolved, calmly
raise your concerns with the court and
ask permission.

 Recite the first and last paragraphs,
especially the prayers, with all your heart.

« Maintaining eye contact during any
conversation is recognised as one of the
most important rules of etiquette. The
same goes for arguments.

Maintaining eye contact with the judge
when presenting your case shows the
defence attorney’s confidence. We must
always strive to maintain it.

Transmitting information:

« To transmit information to a judge, give
it to the clerk in advance or, if necessary,
arrange for the same clerk to deliver
the material several times in a discreet
manner.

« Use Post-lts to convey information
orally without disturbing the courtroom.

Leaving the courtroom:

« When the judge leaves his chair, he
must stand and bow to the judge.

» Asked about the judge’s statement: “If
the court clarifies the matter, the lawyer
will be obliged.”

« Asked about the judge’s repetition:
“The lawyer fears that he has not fully
understood the court’s concerns.”

« If the judge Ask “yes” or “no” questions,

answer “yes” or “no” first, then continue
@)
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with your explanation. For example, “Yes,
sir, actually...” or “No, sir, but...”.

* When | politely disagree with the judge
- “The lawyer agrees with the court's
reasoning, but my opinion is that..or the
lawyer wishes to advise/submit...”

« When the judiciary poses a question,
you're not lying no Knowing the answer,
note respectfully: “The board uses
ignorance as an excuse.

However, this can create the wrong
impression and should only be used as a
last resort.

« If the time has expired, you can ask the
court to allow you to finish: “Your Honor,
may | finish briefly?” “If the court says
‘yes’, it's over. Remember not to take the
opportunity to present a new argument.

« Say in rebuttal, “I will argue that ...

and went on to say, “My opponent’s (or
opposing lawyer’'s or scholarly friend’s)
argument misses the point.

« For Final Submission: You may use
any of the terms “We submit”, “This is our
submission”, or “Submitted.”

« At the end of your argument, say,
“That’s the end of my presentation.

Is there any other help | can give in
court? Or “Unless the Court has further
questions, this willend my (representative)
statement.”

« When submitting your argument or
citing a previous argument, say, “In my
respectful submission...”

» Asked about the judge’s statement: “If
the court clarifies the matter, the lawyer
will be obliged.”

« Asked about the judge’s repetition:
“The lawyer fears that he has not fully
understood the court’s concerns.”

- If the judge Ask “yes” or “no” questions,
answer “yes” or “no” first, then continue

with your explanation. For example, “Yes,
sir, actually...” or “No, sir, but...”.

* When | politely disagree with the judge
- “The lawyer agrees with the court's
reasoning, but my opinion is that..or the
lawyer wishes to advise/submit...”

« When the judiciary poses a question,
you're not lying no Knowing the answer,
note respectfully: “The board uses
ignorance ds an excuse.

However, this can create the wrong
impression and should only be used as a
last resort.

- If the time has expired, you can ask the
court to allow you to finish: “Your Honor,
may | finish briefly?” “If the court says
‘yes', it's over. Remember not to take the
opportunity to present a new argument.

« Say in rebuttal “I will argue that ...

and went on to say, “My opponent’s (or
opposing lawyer's or scholarly friend’s)
argument misses the point.

« For Final Submission: You may use
any of the terms “We submit”, “This is our
submission”, or “Submitted.”

« At the end of your argument, say,
“That’s the end of my presentation.

Is there any other help | can give in
court? Or “Unless the Court has further
questions, this willend my (representative)
statement.”

« When submitting your argument or
citing a previous argument, say, “In my
respectful submission...”

All in all, we can all agree that mooting
is an essential feature of a successful
career in law, and thus, students must
strive to participate in the same to learn
more and more every time. Winning is not
the motive; evolving as a person and a
legal professional are.
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Introduction: Mental Health and
Covid-19

It is estimated that 6-7 % of the
population suffers from mental disorders.
India is a culturally rich nation with several
complexities arising due to the difference
in ideologies and opinions. Differences
between the opinions vary from region
to region due to generation gaps, the
presence of different religions, rural-urban
migration and styles of upbringing, to
name a few. Mental disorders are among
the leading causes of non-fatal disease
burden in India.In 2017,197.3 million people
had mental disorders in India, including
457 million with depressive disorders
and 44.9 million with anxiety disorders'.
The world is now gradually returning
to its “normal” state of affairs after the
Covid-19 pandemic, but with a steady rise
in mental health problems. Indians were
found to be one of the largest populations
impacted by mental iliness in the world,
and WHO has labelled the country as “The
World’'s Most Depressed Country”. There
has been increased awareness about
mental ilinesses in Indig, but there is a dire
need to drive dialogues at grassroot level.

Behind the Scenes of
a Post-Pandemic Law School

This article aims at spreading awareness
about the mental health of law students.
There is more than what meets the eye
behind all the glamorous trophies, medals
and certificates.

The Covid-19 pandemic brought in new
levels of insecurities and uncertainties.
Everyone has their stories along the lines
of, “I was out with my friends and they
suddenly announced a lockdown” and “I
took the first bus back home after hearing
about the lockdown”. People were forced
to stop what they were doing and literally
“run for their lives” on what seemed to be
a “normal” day in March. It has been three
years since the first lockdown and even
after the reopening of services, we remain
far from “normal”. Loss of work and shelter,
closed educational institutions and
workplaces, sudden deaths of loved ones,
repeated lockdowns and several such
disruptions have led to a huge impact
on mental health. India is waking up to
the reality and consequences of mental
health while responding with openness
and acceptance, pointing to the impact
of education and access. However, this
attitude needs support at a systemic

1 The Lancet Psychiatry. (2020). The burden of mental disorders across the states of India: the Globall
Burden of Disease Study 1990-2017. Retrieved from: https://www.thelancet. com/journals/lanpsy/article/

PIIS2215-0366(19)30475-4/ fulltext

2 Llamba, R. (2020). What India must do to solve its mental health crisis? Economic Times. Retrieved
from: https://health.economictimes. indiatimes.com/news/industry/what-india-must-doto-solve-its-

mental-health-crisis/74314862
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level to destigmatise mental illnesses.
These statistics have been meticulously
evaluated in a study conducted by the
Live Love Laugh Foundation called “How
India Perceives Mental Health 2021".

Why now?

The first question in your mind after
reading the title of the article was
probably, “The pandemic is over; why are
we still talking about it?” The pandemic
surely affected the world physically, but
there isn't nearly enough emphasis on the
repercussions it had on everyone’s mental
health. A lot of people went back home
from school or work and lived with their
families for months. Prima facie, it sounds
perfect because now people could be
closer to their loved ones. But nobody talks
about the damage it caused to those with
abusive families or those whose entire
lives were uprooted. The pain of watching
family members getting infected or
hospitalised, and in the worst cases, dying
without spending their last moments with
their loved ones, is immeasurable. It hurts
my heart to hear these stories today when
the world has gone back to “normal”
because what about the people whose
lives will never be the same again? What
about the people who described going
back home as “a mistake”? What about
the people who did not get to say their
goodbyes? Three years have passed and
although | have often been told to “not
dwell over the past”, a part of me thinks
that it is impossible to say that we have
returned to “normal”. The pandemic still
remains relevant because the changes
that each of us has been through have
affected us for eternity. Our personalities,
aims and outlooks have changed entirely,
based on the experiences we've had when
the world seemed to have had stopped
moving.

Law school can be a highly demanding
and stressfulexperience,andthiscanhave
significant impacts on the mental health

and well-being of students. The intense
workload, competitive environment, and
pressure to perform well can all contribute
to feelings of anxiety, depression, and
burnout. Additionally, the subject matter of
law itself can be emotionally challenging,
as it often deals with difficult and sensitive
issues. Law schools have begun to
recognize the importance of addressing
these mental health concerns and have
implemented various programs and
resources to support students. However,
there is still a lot of work to be done to
address the unique mental health needs
of law students and to ensure that they
have the tools and resources necessary
to cope with the stresses of the profession.

Mental health in a post-pandemic law
school

As a law student, people often ask me if
my course is too difficult and | find myself
torn between choosing an academic or
an emotional answer. Academic answer
aside, emotionally and mentally, yes, my
course is difficult. Mental health remains
largely unaddressed in law school.
Students face significant competition
in every sphere. My seniors told me that
moot courts and debates were fun but
were silent about the anxiety behind
them. Juggling academics along with
co-curriculars and a social life can be
very hectic and exhausting. Some law
students end up turning to substances
such as alcohol and drugs to cope with
the stress and pressure of law school.
This often leads to substance abuse
and addiction issues. The delays caused
by the pandemic, shifting college from
offine mode to online, to hybrid and
back to offline has been a rollercoaster
ride, to say the least. Friends were made
during the online mode, but it was difficult
to get along with them when everyone
started to attend lectures offline. By the
time one could get accustomed to online
competitions, it was already time to shift
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to offline mode. The exam pattern was
changed back to theoretical type, but
the students had just finally embraced
the multiple-choice pattern. Attendance
rates are comparatively lower after the
lockdowns and often, drastically high-
stress levels are just masked by remarks
like,"Welcometocollegelife”and”“Everyone
goes through this”. Misunderstandings
that are left unattended for too long
start growing toxic roots that gradually
poison your mind. | cannot emphasize
enough about how there is so much that
goes on in the brain of a law student that
remains unsaid and unseen, but there is
an incandescent need to shed light on
the social effects of the pandemic on
students. It used to be easy to hide behind
a screen and not reply when problems
would arise, but now, our brains have to
relearn the rules of confrontation and
socialising as a whole. The pandemic
has had significant financial impacts on
many law students, particularly those who
have lost part-time jobs or internships.
These financial challenges can add to
existing stress and anxiety and impact
mental health and well-being. Many law
firms and legal organizations have had to
cut back on hiring, leading to increased
competition for available positions and
fewer opportunities overall.

Peer pressure among law students is of
a different nature than that of students
in other courses. Law students feel
pressure to conform to certain norms
and expectations, to participate in
extracurricular activities and events, to
hold certain political or social views, or
just generally, to act a certain way. When
everyone dround seems to be engaging
in competitions and internships, it often
becomes difficult to sit back and watch
in such a highly competitive environment.
It relatively eases your anxiety to see that
competitions are more than just about
winning — they are experiences that shape
your personality and cannot be looked at

in black and white. Many law students feel
the pressure to socialize and network with
their peers in order to build relationships
and advance their careers. This pressure
can be challenging for introverts and
those who struggle with social anxiety.
Participation in co-curriculars is definitely
important, but it should not be costing
you your health and sanity.

Conclusion: What can be done?

Managing mental health in law school
certainly requires effort and attention,
but with the right strategies and support,
students can maintain good mentalhealth
andwell-beingthroughouttheirlawschool
journey. This post-pandemic turbulence
could make college seem like a lonely and
difficult place without supportive friends.
With mental health issues on the rise, it is
imperative to note that although college
may be overwhelming sometimes, YOU
ARE NOT ALONE IN THIS, and social isolation
is not the answer. It is natural to feel
comfortable at home after the pandemic,
and it is quite alright to need extra time
to ease into offline college life. You get to
decide the pace at which you want to get
things done. When you feel like you are
at risk of a burn-out, take a step back, as
your mental and physical health should
always be a priority. It is important for law
students to prioritize self-care, including
getting enough sleep, eating a healthy
diet, and engaging in regular exercise or
physical activity. These basic self-care
practices can help improve mood, reduce
stress, and support overall well-being.
Our excellent faculty always supports
and encourages our endeavours, and
you can always turn to them or your
seniors for advice. Law school will only
be overwhelming if you are trying to get
through it alone. Asking for help only
makes you more human, so reach out.
Let's make college a safer space for your
mental health together!

'

289

3o



Sairaj Ghatpande
3¢BA LLB
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Get to Know Your Staff

Sandip Borse — Assistant Professor

Immersed in the richness of Marathi literature, Sandip sir's favorite book, “3{2I" by Sharad Baviskar,
captivates his imagination and offers profound insights into the human experience. Finding solace and
resonance in the melodies of Vinod Rathod, the song “Thodasa Roomani Ho Jayen” holds a special place
in his heart, evoking emotions and inspiring introspection. Had he not pursued a career as an assistant
professor, he reveals that he would have chosen the noble path of farming, cherishing the connection
with the land and the simple joys it brings. Describing himself in evocative words, he chooses “

TdJT,” symbolizing his tenacious spirit and unwavering determination to soar high against all odds.

Get to Know Your Staff

Saurabh Jadhav — Assistant Professor

Saurabh sir, a very passionate professor, finds profound wisdom and introspection in the pages of
“Difficulty of Being Good” by Gurcharan Das which explores the complexities of moral dilemmas and the
challenges of leading a virtuous life. He holds a special admiration for “The Shawshank Redemption,”
a cinematic masterpiece that beautifully portrays the resilience of the human spirit and the power of
hope. He would choose to be a businessman, if not a professor. Describing himself in a single word,
he chooses “calm,” reflecting his ability to maintain composure and bring a sense of peace to any
situation.
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Sneha Gund
34 BA LLB
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Pooja Bora
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Let us consider a simple analogy
between the rainbow, spring, and society.
Justascolours are the smile of the rainbow
and spring, they also add to the beauty of
our society. These elements remind us of
the beauty of nature, and as humans, we
should learn to appreciate and enjoy this
beauty.

However, as humans, are we truly
appreciating the beauty that surrounds
us? The colours of the rainbow represent
glory, pride, and togetherness, yet we
often find ourselves caught up in our
personal success and fame. We need to
inculcate a sense of brotherhood and look
to the rainbow as a symbol of acceptance
and pride. The rainbow flag, designed by
American gay activist Gilbert Baker for
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
queer communities’ pride, represents
diversity and inclusivity. Unfortunately,
members of the LGBTQ+ community often
face discrimination, isolation, and even
violence These people are acceptable
to family only if they agree to behave
like heterosexuals. In some cases, village
medics and babas often prescribe rape
to cure lesbians of homosexuality. This
mental isolation leads to depression,
suicidal thoughts and diseases. It is
essential to recognize that the variety of
peoplein our society makesit brighter and
more wonderful. Instead of discriminating

Without Rainbows the Skies Are Incomplete,
Being a Single Colour Doesn’t Brighten Up Spring

against others based on factors such as
religion, race, caste, sex, or place of origin,
we should strive to come together and
work towards progress.

The greatest qift is the gift of human
birth. We need to change our perspective
and educate more people and children
about sex education and equality, so that
they are not targeted and possess rights
which we have, because even spring is a
lovely reminder of how beautiful change
can truly be. Various platforms like Gaysi,
Gaylaxy, and Queer Ink have helped
to carve safe spaces for the LGBTQ+
community to interact, share experiences
and collaborate. TV shows such as
Satyamev Jayate and The Tara Sharma
Show have also played an important role
in raising awareness about LGBTQ+ issues.

Accordingtome,religionshould be about
love and unity, and not a cause for enmity
and destruction. Indians are blessed to
have a culture of unity in diversity. Each
religion from Kashmir to Kanyakumari
portrays different customs and traditions.
If we started justifying everything on the
basis of cultural aspect and social views,
we would not be able to eliminate stigmas
like child marriage, sati, dowry, etc. In a
developed country like the United States
of America, the Black Rights Movement
was organized by the African-Americans
to end racism and gain equal rights under
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law. Since ancient times people have
been living together and respecting each
other so why did we develop such feelings
of ignorance among us and let them
become so widespread?

As Nelson Mandela once said, “No one is
born hating another person because of the
colour of his skin, or his background, or his
religion. People must learn to hate, and if
they can learn to hate, they can be taught
to love, for love comes more naturally
to the human heart than its opposite.”
Instead of focusing on hate and division,
we should embrace love and unity,
leaving behind a legacy of acceptance

and inclusivity. Why choose Black or
White movements when you have colours
around to get inspired from? So, wake up,
educate yourself and stand together, to
support other humans, with hearts filled
with love, for their love. All the species
of human are equally important may it
be male or female, or gays or lesbians,
leaving behind a beautiful arch, just like a
rainbow does. An arch where there is no
place for Sections like 377 of the Indian
Penal Code. An arch where fundamental
rights do not vary from person to person,
and an arch where colours of human spirit
rise and shine together.

Get to Know Your Staff

Manisha Bhagwat —Office Superintendent

Manisha ma’am’s secret talent lies in the realm of singing, where she possesses a remarkable ability
to captivate audiences with her melodic voice. If she were to embark on an alternative career path,
she envisions herself as a dedicated teacher, imparting knowledge and inspiring young minds. When
asked to describe herself in a few words, she simply, but eloquently replied, “#t 318 gt 3feft 31g.”

Get to Know Your Staff

Arpita Kulkarni - Office Assistant

With her vibrant personality and multifaceted abilities, Arpita ma’am brings a sense of joy and
enthusiasm to our college community. She radiates an aura of optimism and describes herself as
“happy go lucky.” While she excels in her administrative role, she possesses a deep passion for teaching,
envisioning it as a fulfilling alternative profession. When it comes to movies, “3 Idiots” resonates with her
heart with its powerful messages and storyline. Sudha Murthy’s “Dollar Bahu” has captivated her with its
profound themes, in literary interests. Arpita ma’am has a secret talent for singing, with her melodious
voice adding a touch of enchantment to her everyday life.
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The following write up is flavoured with
personal learnings and experiences and
summarises these bestseller books for
fellow classmates who do not have time
to invest in reading but would still want to
learn from them.

Books reviewed:

1. Zero To One: Notes On Startups, or
How To Build The Future, by Blake Masters
and Peter Thiel

2. The Secret, by Rhonda Byrne

3. The Alchemist: A Fable About
Following Your Dream, by Paulo Coelho

4. Deep Work, by Cal Newport

Zero To One: Notes On Startups, or

How To Build The Future

Authors - Blake Masters and Peter Thiel

ISBN - 978-0804139298

This book is an International Bestseller
by Peter Thiel. | came across this name
Peter Thiel, for the first time when | saw the
movie ‘The Social Network’ where Wallace
Langham played his character. When
Bloke Masters, a student from Stanford
Law School made detailed notes of one of
Thiel's lectures, which became an internet
sensation, and later, both of them got us
this book, which is now addressed by many
a “Start Up Guide”. | like to call this book as
The Bible for Entrepreneurs. Many people
know Peter Thiel as the first outside investor
in Facebook. He is also the Co-Founder of
PayPal and Palantir. But Facebook is only

My Personal Learnings:

Book Reviews

one of many successful companies he has
funded along with Linkedin and SpacexX.
PayPal was sold to eBay and later all his
colleagues from PayPal created many
successful businesses, and Founders Fund
is just one of them.

Adding more to something familiar is
adding value to what existed, much like
an upgrade in your phone, which won't
make a big difference. This is called going
from 1 to n. Going from 0 to 1 is when you
bring a new technology which didn't exist
earlier. For instance, before the telephone
was invented, nobody knew that we could
connect to people, irrespective of their
location.

Creating a Monopoly: The book's most
important part is about how to create a
monopoly. This book talks about multiple
things one needs to accomplish to be a
monopoly, Proprietary Technology is one
such way i.e, making your product 10 times
better than any other similar product in the
market, which takes you out of competition;
Branding also helps in creating a monopoly
as it creates a better image of your product
in a public eye; Economy of Scale talks
about when your products demand expand
exponentially but the manufacturing still
costs the same. It also talks about Network
Effect which has a crucial part to play in
creating monopoly where the number of
user of a product are directly proportion the
value of the product an example for that is
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when Google Pay rewards you to bring your
friend to their platform.

Do not disclose the Equity: Giving equity
instead of salary for initial time and
members when you can’t pay them with
regular salary is a great thing to do, but
one should not disclose the equity you are
offering to a member as this could bring
conflict among them.

Difference between Capitalism and
Competition: A classic example of
Competition is when Abingdon Tortoise in
Galapagos Island became extinct within a
decade after Goats were introduced on the
island. People tend to look at Competition
the same way they look at Capitalism. In
competition, companies lose more than
they get. Capitalism on other hand bring
more on the table than expected.

Start by dominating a Niche: - Facebook
didn't start as a global social media network
it was started in Harvard University and
from there it spread to other universities
and now everyone you meet is already on
it. They dominated a Niche of Harvard and
eventually took it global. Starting small by
focusing on a small group of people can
help being a monopoly, this also helps you
to understand your product better also its
backdrops and eventually improve it.

The book also talked about why it is
important to start with a friend and how
keeping clear roles and responsibilities help
in avoiding conflicts and interferences in
each other’'s work. Always Hiring Full Time
brings more value to products and the
company as people on a full time job are

more dedicated. It also talks about what
kind of social message is given when the
founder is given less salary.

6 questions that one need to answer
to know whether a particular business or
startup idea has a chance to be successful:

1. Is your product many times better
than the competition?

2. Is it the right time to start your
business?

3.  Areyou creating a monopoly?

4. Do you have the right team?

5. Do you have a manufacturing and
distribution plan?

6. Can vyour business sustain for
upcoming 10-20 years?

Different  Product Require Different

Marketing Strategy: Just as Paracetamol
can't treat every disease, not all products
require the same marketing gimmick.
The writer has thoughtfully differentiated
products and its efficient way to reach to
a target audience. Advertisements and
personal sales are commonly known but
complex trade and viral marketing not
known to the masses. Complex Trade
is a method of business preferred by
organization who sell their product directly
to other company. For example, producing
raw material to the other company that will
produce output in such type of trade sale
process is very long. Viral Marketing helps to
reach more amount of potential customers
in less time and less resources are required.
For example, inviting friends and family on
an application for claiming rewards and
getting discount coupons.

Different Types of Marketing.

Target Audience

Special Feature

1) Complex Sale

B2B Businesses

Very Long Sale Process.

2) Personal Sale

Insurance/ Finance

Salesman Deals with Customers

3) Advertisement

Product with low MRP.

4) Viral Marketing

Cheapest and Yet most effective
form of marketing.
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The Secret

Author — Rhonda Byrne

ISBN - 1-58270-170-7

Whenever someone you know manages to
achieve big or whenever you see someone
grow from rags to riches, we all wonder,
how did they reach there? What did they go
through to make it to the hall of fame? What
is their secret? Rhonda Byrne’s 2016 Best
Selling Book, The Secret has all the answers.
The Secretis the answer to all that has been,
all that is, and all that will ever be. It's been
said that this book was written after the
author got inspired by reading another self-
help and development book The Science
of Getting Rich. The book has also been
adapted into a film with a total spending of
Three Million Dollars. Unfortunately, it never
made it to the theaters. You can check this
extremely productive piece of work on www.
thesecret.tv

The layout of this book is quite different
from most self-help books; it appears
like a manuscript of a Podcast. There are
ten chapters and after every chapter, the
author provides the reader with Secret
Summaries which basically have points to
ponder from each chapter. This book talks
extensively about the three most basic
yet most important traits of the secret to
success and encapsulates these ideas in
the secrets of Money, Relationship, Health,
the World, You, and Life.

- The Law of Attraction

- Visualization

- Power Of Gratitude

This book not only explains what the law of
attraction is but also teaches how to use it.
Nothing can define The Law Of Attraction as
this dialogue from Shah Rukh Khan’'s Movie
- Om Shanti Om — “Agar kisi cheez ko dil se
chaaho, toh puri kaynat usey tumse milane
ki koshish mein lag jaati hai”. It translates
as — If you really desire something from
the heart, then the whole universe will work
towards getting you that. Desire connects
you with things desired and expectation
draws it into your life. See yourself with the
good you desire. Follow your bliss and the
universe will open doors for you where there

were only walls.

Buddha said - ‘All that we are is a
result of what we think’. Visualization can
help convert your dreams into reality.
Imagination is everything. Itis the preview of
lives coming attractions. Thoughts become
things! One can practice Visualization by
Making a Dream Board or by just making
the last thought before going to sleep a
good thought. If you can see it in your mind,
you're going to hold it in your hand. The
power within you is greater than the power
in the world. You have all the power to move
the world and it lies within you. When the
power is from within and therefore under
your control.

The most basic meaning of Gratitude is
Being Thankful. We often doubt its power.
When we are grateful for what we have in
our life, we have a sort of inner happiness
and inner happiness is the fuel of success.
One should practice it until it becomes a
habit and it won't take too late to change
the picture. It becomes easier when you see
life as a gift and not as a struggle. The best
time to practice Gratitude is in the morning
and then sustain it through the day. It's
important to know that it is impossible to
bring more into your life if you are feeling
ungrateful about what you have. One should
understand that when you feel good, you
are powerfully attracting more good things
to your life.

Another important thing that the author
hasto offeritsreaderinthisbookis The Secret
Shifters remember the hard times we all go
through when we feel like there is no way
up, we start overthinking and unnecessarily
make ourselves feel like a looser, it's during
this time one should use those shifters and
witness the miracle happen.

The Secret Shifters are as follows: -

1)  Beautiful Memories

2)  Future Events

3) Funny Moments

4) Nature

5) A person you love

6) Your favourite music

So, allin all, | feel that it's a great book and
it totally justifies its title- The Secret. That's
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allthat | have learned from this book. Let me
know in the comments section if | missed
any of the important points and what you
feel after reading this blog. Until next time
keep practicing The Secrets.

The Alchemist: A Fable About

Following Your Dream

Author: Paulo Coelho

ISBN:- 978-81-7223-498-0

Alchemist is a person who turns things into
gold just by a touch. It sounds like a dream
doesn't it? Now since we are talking of
dreams, let’s see what this book says about
them; “Dreams are made to be followed. Life
is meant to be lived.” We all know that some
rare books are meant to be read, loved, and
passed on.The Alchemistis one of thoserare
books. This story is by Paulo Coelho, who is
a stunning writer. This book mainly covers
the story of a shepherd boy from Andalusia
a Spanish province. Additionally, he has set
this book on muiltiple fronts and plots while
managing many many characters each
adding value to the story. One can surely
learn multiple things from this amazing work
of Paulo Coelho. And this is my summary of
what have | got from this book.

Imroz: This is a word derived from Persian
that means today. Essentially, this book
teaches you to take one day at a time and
live it to the fullest. One must understand
that it is important to not live in the future
or dwell in the past but rather learn to live in
the present. So, if are able to concentrate on
the present you'll always be a happy person.
This reminds me of a famous dialogue by
Master Ogway from Kung Fu Panda - ‘Past
is history, tomorrow is a mystery, and today
is a gift therefore it's called present.’

Know What You Want: We live in a world
where everyone seems to have an opinion
of how other people should lead their lives,
but none about their own. As when you know
what you want in life, it becomes way easier
to take decisions. And when the decision is
taken the universe comes to your aid and
helps you to achieve it. Simply understand
where your heart is, and that is where you
will find your desires fulfilled.

Never Stop Dreaming: You should know that
there is absolutely nothing that is holding
you back except yourself. Always strive to
follow your heart, doing this will be hard and
you might even fail to achieve your goals
in the process. But, always remember the
darkest hour of the night comes just before
dawn. Keep your faith and stay positive, and
eventually, everything will fall into place.

World's Greatest Lie: Ata certain pointin our
lives, we lose control of what's happening to
us, and everything feels as if it is controlled
by fate. That is the world’'s greatest lie, the
reality is just the opposite. As it is not fate
that matters but our response to it.

Traveling: As the book is about a shepherd
boywhois adventurous and outon ajourney
to fulfill his dreams. The book perfectly
reflects the spirit of this quote "One who
knows to travel knows about moving on.”

True Love: The novel here has a clear
and coherent love angle. Paulo teaches us
about true love as in no other novel and
redefines love for most of us. Love is the
force that transforms and improves the soul
of the world. And a person is loved because
he/she is loved - no reason is needed. He
explains that love has never kept a man
from pursuing his destiny, if he abandons
that pursuit, it's because it wasn't true love.

Courage: “Fear of suffering is worse than
the suffering itself.” As a human, you must
not fear the unknown but rather go forward
with absolute confidence in achieving your
goals. Having courage is the quality most
essential quality in our life.

So, go ahead and read this mind-blowing
book for anyone who as a person not
only wants to escape reality but also to
understand reality. This is not any regular
fiction book but one that has earned its
place on an avid reader’s bookshelf.

Deep Work

Author- Cal Newport

ISBN- 978-0-3494-1368-6

This book is a manual for focused actions
in this distracted world. Cal Newport has
written multiple self-help books few of which
are, So Good they can’t ignore you; H})%v to
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be a High School Superstar; How to Become
a Straight-A Student; How to win at college.
Deep Work has an efficient methodology
in the way the chapters are placed. This
book is divided into two parts. The initial one
talks about the idea of deep work, and the
latter about the rules of deep work. Before
decoding this beautifully written self-help,
understanding the meaning and difference
between shallow and deep work seems
vital.

l. Shallow Work vs. Deep Work

In a world which is full of distractions of all

sorts working on something with an entire
focus is hard. Any work that you are doing
in a state of either distracted or semi-
distracted in future will be done by robots,
software or machine; due to overpopulation
and unemployment, all your multitasking
will be replaced by someone who'll do that
job at a lower pay. Deep work in the most
valuable skill; it helps you produce high-
quality work both by time spent and the
intensity of focus. The difference between
shallow and deep work is as follows:

Shallow Work

Deep Work

This effort tends not to create new value in
the world and is easy to replicate.

This effort creates new value, improves
your skill, and is hard to replicate.

Work done with distraction

Work done in the absence of distraction

Multitasking

Single Tasking

Low Productivity

High Productivity

Consumes more time

Consumes less time

For example: Listening to music while
working on a project, scrolling through
Instagram while studying,

For example: Switching off your phone
while working on a project

ll.  Methods of Deep Work

Monastic Deep Work: Monks practice this,
they leave their families and friends behind
and wander in the forests. To achieve the
stage of deep work, they live in monasteries
and focus on one thing. This helps them cut
off every other distraction of the chaotic
world. Bill Gates, every year goes into this
mode every year for two weeks and calls
it “think week”. During this time period he
alienates himself from the outer world and
understands and reflects on things.

Rhythmic Deep Work: Rhythmic Deep Work
is a time-specific approach to deep work.
Where you schedule your day accordingly
with deep work slots. This approach is
preferred mostly by working professionals.
They either go for some specific time of the
day or an entire day in a week for deep work.

Journalistic Deep Work: Fully customizable
deep work rituals is something that the

Journalist's approach to deep works get
you. Getting into a deep work mode when
and wherever the time is available. This
approach is preferred by working moms
who are too busy with their professional
and personal lives.

BimodalDeep Work: The bimodalapproach
is associated with the place aspect of focus.
JK Rowling, while completing her last Harry
Potter Novel - Harry Potter And The Deathly
Hallows, checked into a hotel away from
distractions. When Covid hit, and every thing
went to work from home, | saw many of my
friends facing problems with getting out of
the psychological and physical comfort that
home gives you. | also saw many working
professionals turning an entire room into a
workstation in their house and getting into
that bimodal deep work zone as soon as
they enter the room and leave it when they
leave it.
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lll.  Rules of Deep Work

Work Deeply: The primary requirement of
working deeply is having a good intention of
what you want to do. Getting into routine is
another important factor of working deeply.
It helps you to get in the flow state quickly
and smoothly. Decide the place and time
where you'll get into deep work mode. The
duration of deep work as human is limited;
a master of deep work has an attention
span of 4 hours, and on average, it's only
an hour, with each set ranging from 60 to
90 minutes. As a result, it's quite important
to have a pre-decided place and time for a
complete and unbreakable focus. Another
important thing to understand when you
are working deeply day in and day out is not
to get burnt out and recharge yourself with
a good 6 to 8 hours sleep. The writer calls
this this downtime- ‘Evening Shutdown'.

Embrace Boredom: | never understood
why teachers use to appoint monitors in
school just to maintain silence and not let
student talk even in college where there is
no monitor we normally scroll through our
phones between lectures. There are also
times when you literally have nothing to do,
Embracing Boredom is when you put all this
free time into small and productive work.
For instance, reading books, listening to
podcasts etc. You should get into Productive
Meditation which will keep you occupied
physically but not mentally, like going to a
gym, jogging, and trekking.

Quit Social Media: Now, this can be a
bit difficult for a generation that looks for
constant social media validation. People
instantly pick up their phone in just one
ding of the notification. Doing this is only

training your brain to avoid deep work. To
build a tolerance to this, the writer suggests
scheduling your distraction and resisting
the urge to use your phones. This will help
you increase your concentration. | highly
recommend an app by the name Stay
Focused which can help you to restrict and
schedule this distraction.

Drain the Shallows: A day is only 24 hours,
and like a normal person sleeps 8 hours
leaving you with only 16 hours, be it students
or working professionals involvedina 9to 5
job, leaving you with only 4 to 6 hours left.
It's, therefore, important to make the most
of your time; this can happen when you
identify shallow work that you knowingly or
unknowingly do. Only then can you reduce
your shallow work and increase your time of
Deep Work. | would suggest you stop using
the internet as a mode of entertainment
and build a hobby also, schedule your day
but make it rigid as well as flexible. Rigid
enough to avoid you getting involved in
shallow work but flexible enough to change
your schedule as per the requirement of the
day.

Such concepts as deep work seem like
the need of the hour. The world is going
through a post-pandemic phase, a time
when everybody is either a workaholic or
an alcoholic. These extreme behaviours
evidently showcase psychological
problems, which need long-term and
effective solutions. This book gives us one
such solution, which upon proper planning
and execution, will transform your life for
the better. | hope that the brief contents of
the book were appealing to you. Stay Calm,
Stay Focused!
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Smruti Dhoot
34 BA LLB

The COVID-19 pandemic has crippled
the entire world. Coronavirus disease 19
(covID-19), the clinical disease caused
by infection with the novel coronavirus
SARS-CoV-2, has swept through countries
around the world." Every facet of our lives
has been influenced by it, including our
social interactions, education, health, and
commerce. The pandemic’'s aftermath
will be experienced for years to come, and
the world has never witnessed anything
like it.

For us, as a society, it has been a
one-of-its-kind experience which has
ramifications that shall impact how one
perceives life. To begin with, the WHO
(World Health Organization) has noted,
“As breadwinners lose jobs, fall ill and die,
the food security and nutrition of millions
of women and men are under threat, with
thoseinlow-income countries, particularly
the most marginalized populations,
which include small-scale farmers and
indigenous peoples, being hardest hit."”?

The pandemic’s implications on the
world economy have been among,
perhaps, the most severe matters.
Businesses have closed as a result of the

Post-Covid Era;
Aftermath of a Global Pandemic

pandemic, which has led to employment
losses and a decline in economic
activity. Throughout the pandemic, many
businesses have struggled to survive, and
some have even failed. It would probably
take several years for the economy to fully
recover, according to estimates of the
blow to the global GDP. The International
Labor Organization (ILO) anticipated a
6.7% reduction in job hours worldwide
in the second quarter of 2020, which
corresponds to 195 million full-time jobs, in
areport released on 7 April. In comparison
to the Global Recession, which saw a loss
of 25 million jobs, they predicted that 30
million jobs were destroyed in just the first
quarter. Meanwhile, the lockdown in India
has caused tens of millions of migrant
laborers to be laid off.

The pandemic’s effectsonthe healthcare
systemarealsoveryimportant.Healthcare
systems all throughout the world are
under stress as a result of the pandemic.
Healthcare professionals have been
working tirelessly to treat those who have
been infected by the virus while hospitals
have been overrun with patients. In an
efforttoaccommodate COVID-19 patients,

1 Feehan J, Apostolopoulos V. Is COVID-19 the worst pandemic? Maturitas. 2021 Jul; 149:56-58. doi:
10.1016/j.maturitas.2021.02.001. Epub 2021 Feb 6. PMID: 33579552, PMCID: PMC7866842.

2 https:/ /[www.who.int/news/item/13-10-2020-impact-of-covid-19-on-people’s-livelihoods-their-
health-and-our-food-systems#:~:text=As%20breadwinners%20lose%20jobs%2C%20fall,indigenous%20

peo;?es%2c%20being%20hordest%20hit.
(4
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many institutions were forced to postpone
non-essential procedures. Inequalities
in healthcare systems have also been
brought to light by the pandemic, with
oppressed groups being the hardest hit.
Another one of the sub-consequences of
COVID-19 was increased mortality around
the world, with the UN estimating that there
were 15 million deaths due to COVID-19 in
2020 and 2021. This estimate was broadly
in line with other estimates of 14.9 million
from the World Health Organization and
17.6 million from The Economist.?

Education has been significantly
impacted by the pandemic as well.Several
students had to adjust to online learning
as schools and institutions were forced
to close their doors. The abrupt move to
online schooling has brought attention
to the digital divide because many
students lack access to the internet or the
requisite technology to take part in online
learning. Concerns regarding the caliber
of education that students are receiving
through online learning have also been
raised as a result of the pandemic.

The implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has had
a significant impact on the education
systemin India, which had previously been
reluctant to adapt due to the changing
nature of the labor market, technological
disruptions, the need for high-quality
education, and other factors. Schools
were shut down during the lockdown time
as a result of the epidemic, and students
and teachers switched to online teaching
and learning. Almost 250 million pupils
in India were impacted by the shutdown
of schools at the start of the lockdown
brought on by COVID-19. The epidemic
presented both public and private schools
with a number of difficulties, including
an increase in dropouts, learning losses,

and the digital divide. The pandemic also
called into question the readiness of the
systems, including teachers to address
such a crisis and the sustainability of
private schools.

Also, the epidemic has significantly
impacted mental health. An increase in
emotional disorders such as depression
and anxiety has been linked to the stress
and anxiety brought on by the pandemic.
The rise in mental health problems
has also been significantly influenced
by social isolation. The pandemic has
brought attention to the value of mental
health and the necessity of expanding
access to mental health care. As people
grapple with these health, social and
economic impacts, mental health has
been widely affected. Plenty of us became
more anxious; but for some COVID-19 has
sparked or amplified much more serious
mental health problems. A great number
of people have reported psychological
distress and symptoms of depression,
anxiety or  post-traumatic  stress.
And there have been worrying signs of
more widespread suicidal thoughts and
behaviours, including among healthcare
workers.*

Certain people groups have been
impacted significantly more than others.
Young people have been left exposed to
social isolation and disconnection as a
result of prolonged school and university
closures. These conditions can intensify
emotions of anxiety, uncertainty, and
loneliness and result in emotional and
behavioral disorders. Being forced to stay
at home may have increased the chance
of familial stress or abuse, which are risk
factors for mental health issues, for some
kids and teenagers. Women have also
suffered more stress at home; according
to one fast evaluation, 45% of women

3 “Five key findings from the 2022 UN Population Prospects”

4 https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-mental-

health-cannot-be-made-light-of
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experienced violence in the initial year of
the pandemic, either directly or indirectly.
Similarly, while remote working may
seem cheap, it can come with hidden
costs to your culture. For many people
the lockdown has meant social isolation,
a harm many have endured in silence.
There’s a reason why solitary confinement
is used as a punishment in prisons.
Leaders can respond by engaging with
their teams and using collaborative
technologies to maintain social contact.
Before the pandemic “mental health
awareness” was sometimes a slogan.
Now, it is a necessity.®
We now work in a very different way as
a result of the pandemic. Employees had
to become used to working from home
because many businesses embraced
remote work practices. As more people
struggle to strike a balance between
their professional and personal lives, the
transition to remote work has brought
attention to the need for a greater work-
life balance. Due to the pandemic, many
workers have lost their employment,
which has brought to light the need for
greater job security.
Oneissuewiththesedevelopmentsistheir
pace. The collective rules of conduct that
members of a corporation shows define
corporate culture. In general, workplace
culture does not shift drastically or quickly.
Instead, it makes modest, long-term
adjustments in response to a collection
of numerous little encouragements and
rare insights. Yet, businesses all around
the world have quickly abandoned their
fundamental operating principle—"how
things get done around here”—this year.
Cultural change s difficult but rewarding.
When it is thrust upon you, as it has been
on all of us in recent years or so, it can feel
sudden and overwhelming. With reflection

and deliberation, however, the corporate
world and leaders can extract much that
is positive from what we have all been
through these years and embark on this
change.

The importance of science and
technology has also been brought to light
by the pandemic. A major breakthrough,
made possible by developments in
science and technology, is the creation
of vaccinations and therapies for the
virus. With many nations investing in R&D
to better prepare for future outbreaks,
the pandemic has also emphasized the
need for improved readiness for future
pandemics.

The pandemic impacted the
productivity of science, space, and
technology projects. Space agencies
including NASA and the European Space
Agency halted production of the Space
Launch System, and James Webb Space
Telescope put space science probes into
hibernation orlow power mode and shifted
to remote work. Various IT companies had
launched several programs to sustain
in this pandemic and in this new normal
life.®

With consideration of all these aspects
in summation, the COVID-19 pandemic'’s
effects will be felt for years to come. The
pandemic has had a profound effect on
our way of life, including how we work, how
we educate our children, how we provide
healthcare, and how we educate our
workforce. The epidemic has also brought
attention to the value of science and
technology, international cooperation,
and the necessity of improving pandemic
preparedness. It will be different from the
world we are accustomed to in the post-
COVID erg, and it is up to us to prepare for
these changes and work toward a better
future.

5 https://www.strategyand.pwc.com/mil/en/articles/2020/how-the-pandemic-can-change-

workplace-culture-for-the-better.html

6 https://thundersmm.com/how-to-overcome-business-in-post-covid-19-times/
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Shantanu Wadhi
24 BBA LLB

1984 is a dystopian novel by George Orwell,
published in 1949, about a lower-level
member of the “Party” who is disaffected
in the eyes of the ever-present Party and
its sinister ruler, Big Brother. It follows the
life of a certain Winston Smith.

Big Brother controls every aspect of
people’s lives. In order to eradicate
political insurgency once and for all, he
invented the language “Newspeak”. He
even created aterm called “thoughtcrime”
that prevents people from even thinking
about being considered rebellious.

The Party controls what people read,
speak, and do threatening to send them
to the dreaded Room 101 as threatening
punishment if they do not comply.
surveillance, totalitarian issues, and how
a dictator manipulates and controls
history, thought, and life so that no one
can escape him.

Protagonist Winston Smith launches a
subtle rebellion against the party by
recording his secret thoughts in a diary.
This is a deadly thought crime. Together
with his lover Julia, he embarks on a
determined struggle for freedom and
justice in a world where no one else seems
to see or reject the oppression against
which the protagonist opposes.

Why Do We Still Read Orwell’s Book of Prophecy?

1984 Analysed

Perhaps his most powerful, effective,
and terrifying concept of 1984 is that it
is perfectly possible to have complete
control over an entire country under a
totalitarian state. If the world were to fall
under the rule of a dictator, the future
would easily become a distorted and
cruel world, where every movement, word,
and breath would be scrutinized by an all-
powerful and omnipresent force, without
whom no one could stop. You can't even
resist the fear of death.

Orwell’s novella is a warning to mankind.
It emphasizes the importance of resisting
crowd control and oppression.

The basic premise of this novel was
its most rapidly obsolete feature. It's
outdated almost from the beginning. This
divides the world into his three totalitarian
superstates, each with a strict hierarchy,
complete control over information
and representation, and engaged in
an ongoing unwinnable war for world
domination. That's the idea.
Thiswasthefuturemanyenvisioned during
the Great Depression of the 1930s and the
rise of Stalinism and Fascism. Capitalism
and liberal democracy seemed doomed.
A centralized economy and authoritarian
regimes seemed the only way to govern
modern mass society.
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Mittali Gate
34 BA LLB

This is the story of our lives. This is the
story of every single person’s life we have
everbeensurroundedby.Ifellintothedeep
thought of wondering what this “cage”
exactly is. Who has made it? And how did
| not even realize that | was imprisoned?
Certain events happen in our lives, and
we even have to face failure sometimes,
big or small. These events and failures
instill fear in our minds and hearts, and as
the years pass, this cage becomes even
stronger. We are not the only ones who
are imprisoned in the cages we made. If
we go back to ancient times, king Ravana
had built the cage of egoism around
himself (“dhaga dhaga dhagajwalalalata
patta pavake”), while shri Rama built an
empire of courage (“namami shamishan
nirvana rupam”), what was the difference
between these two that made one build a
cage and another one build an empire?
The difference was in their mindset. This
is the cage of thoughts; this is the cage of
the mind.

We have built this cage around
ourselves. When we see an opportunity
and we are not able to avail ourselves of
it due to our own thoughts of failure, our
own insecurities, this fear, this insecurity,
is what makes us wingless.

When a lion is born and is put into a
cage, he experiences very limited events;
he has never gone hunting and has

I Am The Wingless Master Of My Own Cage

seen nothing beyond a particular limit
or particular area. But still, the zookeeper
locks him up in a cage every day. Why is
this needed? It has a need because the
instincts of the lion tell him that this is not
where he belongs. There is something
more out there. The lion wants to be free,
but he can't because he is wingless. When
we are in a particular environment for a
long time, we get used to it. We forget that
we are imprisoned. And that is how we
become wingless. By having this mindset
and being ruled by our fears, we become
the wingless masters of our own cages.

But now it's time to break it.

“Upajoe ne nashe, nashe te upaje™
everythingthatiscreatedwillbedestroyed,
and whatever is destroyed will be created.
This is the law of nature. Destroy the cage
that you have built and create an empire
like Shri Rama. Have the courage to grow
your own wings because when you break
free from the cage and fly the highest like
an eagle, you are going to inspire others
who are imprisoned in their own cages.
What is inspiration? Inspiration is when
someone looks at you and says, “I didn't
give up because of you.” When you look
at someone and say, “I didn't give up
because of you,” that is inspiration. The
quality of inspiration is that it may come
from anywhere. If | watch a movie about a
famous athlete, then | decide to become
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an athlete, | practice, | make efforts, and | could talk about space-time and the

go and win the Olympics, what happened universe. It was possible for him to talk
is that | got inspired from the movie. But about all those things that are beyond
inspiration may also work in other ways. If our comprehension because of his mind.

someone else is decorating his cage and ‘YOUR MIND IS LIMITLESS AND STILL YOUR
| do the same, the only thing happening MIND IS YOUR OWN LIMIT".

here is that | am decorating my cage and When you know you are going to fall but
making it more comfortable at the cost you have the strength to get up again,
of my own freedom, and this should not that strength is courage—to get up for
happen. Therefore, when you grow your the 100th time, the 1000th time, and the
own wings, make them the strongest and 10000 th time. Waiting for your turn with
the biggest. Sadhus sit in one place and some strange feeling in your heart that is
achieve freedom through meditation. fear but striving with might to make your
How is it possible for a person to sit in one dreams come true by destroying this fear
place and achieve freedom? It's possible that is courage. And that strength is the
because there’s freedom from thoughts. key to freeing yourself from the cage.
Stephen Hawking develop motor neurone And this is the greatest power of being
disease when he was in his early 20s. the master of your cage: if you can build
He was even in a wheelchair, but he it, you can destroy it too.
Get to Know Your Staff

Sachin Kamble — Mama

Sachin mama is frequently spotted on campus, skilfully and kindly offering assistance to anyone who
approaches him. His favourite books are authored by V. P. Kale, showcasing his literary preferences. He
finds enjoyment in watching the captivating 1974 Marathi movie, “Samna”. Additionally, he possesses
impressive talent in writing, while his drawing and artistic skills are highly esteemed by all. Expressing
his alternate profession as that of a teacher, he beautifully describes his personality as “oTdT 31Tg ddT -
Urogrdnegd],” likening himself to the ever-adaptable and flowing nature of water.

Get to Know Your Staff

Ravindra Bhandari — Mama

Frequently spotted on campus, Ravindra Mama'’s interests and passions intrigued us, prompting us to
delve deeper into his world. A devotee of knowledge, he finds solace in the writings of Gaur Gopal Das,
an esteemed Indian monk, lifestyle coach, and motivational speaker. His cinematic preferences lean
towards patriotic movies, evoking a sense of pride and inspiration. When asked to encapsulate his
essence in a single word, he confidently chose “perfectionist,” embodying his unwavering commitment
to excellence, in line with the motto of our college, “Making Excellence a Prevailing Attitude”. Additionally,
Ravindra Mama told us about his hidden talent of being an all-rounder, adept in various domains and
skills. He likes to live by the words, “foie] @efl, {ddl 31egl” Contemplating an alternate professional path,
he envisions himself thriving as a businessman or politician, drawn by the allure of entrepreneurship or
the opportunity to make a difference in the realm of public service.
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Rutuja Mulik
3¢BA LLB
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Adyv. Suraj Sakore
Faculty
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Asst. Prof. Jyoti Shete

Faculty
T 38337,
fa=IT &ar,
fa=r FFvaATT,
fa=aT SreTsvHT=T,

fa=21T FeroaT=.

YT T 382,
fa=ar aTarger=,
fa=rr Sregrara,
o= e,

3TfOT YogT T 39737,
fo=m o=,
fa=ar s,

fa=aT FafaereTr=r,
ST FHT T,
D& T3 3a3aT,

fa=r F@rd=r=,




Flawless

Asst. Prof. Pradnya Yadav

Faculty My story is of heartbreak,

A story to relive and rise above,
To be vulnerable at times, and tough within.
| have been carrying pain which needs strength to sustain,
As | am not giving up, | am not afraid of failures,
Don’t challenge her, who has surpassed and survived.
| have been strong, courageous and kept going,
The journey is okay,
As life has some amazing moments,
tucked in between the hard stuff.

I am strong, and sometimes weak.

I am happy, and sometimes feel like crying out loud.
But, when | am silent, | am tired of words and can’t take it
longer.

Doesn’t matter what floats in others’ judgement boats,
| find my way to be found, seen, happy and loved,

I am proud in my skin, my choices and my mind.

I am simple, flawless, yet a complicated being — A Woman.
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Bow

Chaitanya Deshpande
3“BBA LLB

Well, let us consider a fact
of knowing what is known
forcibly by the known
of what is supposed to know.
Enlightening, lightening brightening the sky,
revealing the truths in the deep night,
of the hidden world up above the sky known for
its heights, the kites above.
Ticking time, upholding the tiles
of unforgivable lies carrying the wills, undefined,
Unwilling straight arrows hiding the shine like a
thief in broad daylight .
Rage making the weaker strong at fight killing
the one he was inside,
revealing the nights to the brights
Devils smile at the sunrise.
Adjudicators surpassing the gain,
unbound to the carriers of pain,
nurturing the humanity at the end.
What brought us here, What not,

Forgot to tell us how to Bow.
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Minimalistic
Mind

Arpita Kunden
I*BALLB

Wandering around the blossom, savouring each
scent,
Do | get a say or just destined to be meant?
Growing fond of the tiny wrinkles on wood, |
fancy,
Deserted among, while others fall in love with
Ebony.
| watch as | keep myself within the bounds of
feeling,
Trapped with the fear of the littlest, | notice
my feet backing.
Not anymore, the bare minimum is when | am
happiest,
those eyes look at the younger birds while |
adore the delicate nest.
Different defines unigue, though simple is rare
by my tell,
Yet | find peace in the mind of my minimalist

garth very well.




The Gilded
Cage

Madhurima Datar
34 BA LLB

The blue eyes of the crown
Eye the bird in cage
The songbird singing,
Untethered by stranger’s gaze,

The songbird swirls,
Singing it’s heart out;
The crown wonders

Would conceal its shout.

The blue eyes of the crown
State puzzled, bewildered.
How could songbird sing

When being imprisoned?

The bird laughed and laughed,
Nluminating the stars,
“I might be in prison but unlike you,

My voice is free, despite the scars!”
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Shital Vanis
34 LB
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Nikhil Pratap Singh
39LLB
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Harsh Jathar
27 BALLB

# ar g v g,
g F T # faidhor UET
A &I A AFE HT Fel & Iu,
3t THGIR Jg ferral o1 gl

g # 5T A BT IegT TT T,
OF 137 1 folgaft #1 fared Tasg &2 offar gl
P 0§ e St o7 of,
397 € I & st gt g<irdr gl

&, T T & wel v &t g ver,
fo57 2 @rer & FoT UET E,
# FoR ot wet g T

gaTall I 37T T FATH,
5 fooT &l 5ol g T,
3TER AT G FATHR]

iy

2022-23

Tejas Bais
2" BBA LLB
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3dLLB
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Madhurima Datar
34 BA LLB
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2" BBA LLB
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Regional Conclave at MNLU Aurangabad :
Pro Bono and Legal Aid

23 December 2022

Seno0us ans wrmmmeee .
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VERSITY AURANGABAD

Conrmauion F LAW SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

Awareness Program On Cyber Crime : DES CLE
20 December 2022
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Inauguration of Legal Aid Clinic : Legal Aid Cell & Pro Bono Club

9 December 2022

PRO BONO CLUB

Ampaninmnl

Legal Aid in Indrayani Thadi by DLSA and Pimpri Chinchwad
Bar Association : Legal Aid Cell
29 January 2023
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’i\ Pimpri-Chinchwad, Maharashtra, India
¥ JVG2+W8P, Gulve Vasahat, Bhosari, Pimpri-Chinchwad,
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NSS Camp
9 February to 15 February 2023
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International Women’s Day : Paripoorti Cell

8 March 2023

e
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o Lat 18.527264, Long 73.839198

' Lat18.525742, Long 73.839751

Women Empowerment And Rights Of Sex Workers : Paripoorti Cell
11 March 2023
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Gymkhana, Pune, 411004, MH, India
] Lat 18.525731, Long 73.839771

Workshop on POSH Act & Working of IC Committee
13 March 2023
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Women'’s League : Sports Department

16 to 18 March 2023

Lawskets : Sports Department

29 to 31 March 2023

F—a
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Celebration of Dr. Ambedkar’s Birth Anniversary : NSS & Legal Aid Cell

14 April 2023

Mediation Seminar at Ashoka Hall

15 April 2023

Be You : Paripoorti Cell

27 April 2023

%%?{ 282

2022-23



Guest Lectures Under The Practical Training Papers : Seminar
& Guest Lecture Department
17 and 20 April 2023

Themisia : Legal Research Cell & Seminar Department

24th to 26th April 2023

Lyt LA 16 'A
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| WITH SEMINAR
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resent and the Way Ahead” (23:n& 25th April 2023)

Pune, Maharashtra, India

RN X a) agar-bine

Pune, Maharashtra, India
GVH4+3GH, Nyaymurti Ranade Path, Shivajinagar, Pune,
Maharashtra 411005, India
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Environment Cell

My River, My Valentlne 12 February 2023
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Envirolaw : 3 April 2023
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Tree Plantation : 4 May 2023
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Dum & Indradhanush :
Sports & Cultural

Departments

i 13/05,/2023 =
SPORTS FACULTY IN-CHARGE

CHIEFGUE T Asst. Prof. Sandip Borse

Adv. DT. hit Te SPORTS FACULTY IN
Asst. Prof. Sandip 1

CONVENOR

SPORTS REPRESENTATIVES
i Saurabh Mane
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Activities : Internal Complalnts Commlttee

Decean EducationSoclety’s.
SHRI. NAVALMAL FIRODIA LAW COLLEGE
Orgmizes

rassment
g and Awareness Program
en AtWorkplace |
iressal ) 2013 Act

/Jl\ =S EducauonSocle :
ﬁ{f SHRI. NAVALMAL FIRODIA LAW COLLEGE

QWAL COMPLAINT COMMITTEE MEETING AND
AWARENESS PROGHAM 4
g and Re’q’rﬂs‘.:a'_\)

a @ am'wme athrk (P . Prﬁl‘ll(_ 6; »
“B L '-' 0 5 udian

prior 10 me

. HAVEA SNACK:

. DRESS APPRDPRIATELY.

. ARRIVE PROMPTLY.

+ KEep YOUR PHONE ON VIBRATE.
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15th Edition of Lokmanya Tilak National Appellate
Moot Court Competition : Moot Court Society

Deccan Education Society’s

ri. Navalmal Firodia Law Cisa®,

e
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International Women’s Rights Week : Leagl Aid Cell

Legal Awareness on Women Empowerment and Women’s Rights

DISTRICT LEGAL SERVICE. AUTHORITY, Pune
DES" i )

RODIA LAt
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Draft to include in Prospectus

Career Katta

(Career and Entrepreneurship Counseling, Skill Development, Internships, Placement,
etc.)

Career Katta is an initiative of Department of Higher and Technical Education, Govt of
Mabharashtra and in coordination with Maharashtra Information Technology Support
Centre. The college conducts various activities to guide students about Career,
Competitive Examinations (UPSC, MPSC, Banking, SSB, SSC, Police, LIC, ete.),
Entrepreneurship, Skill Development; Credit Farnings under new CBCS and NEP
Curriculum Framework, Internship and Placement Opportunities, etc.

Eligibility to Join:
Any student admitted for any regular course in the college or college alumni referred by
College Coordinator.

Registration Fees: One Time Rs. 365 for Three-year degree period (Rs. 0.36 per day),
which will be reimbursed in the form of subsidy on examination charges of CBCS. It
including free access to all the activities, courses, State Level Competitive Exams, etc.

How to Register: Download the MITSC application from Google Play Store and pay
fees using any online payment mode

College Code: A 466 (Please include the Career Katta code of the College)
Contact: For more details visit college webpage or contact Coordinator Dr.

Prashant Mandlik, Department of Chemistry, 94038 66611 or Career Katta Helpline
75076 52555

e
evudTEd HaR : 750 765 2555
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Its a pure pleasure at priveledge to visit this
premiere institution for the inaguration of sports/
cultural event. Best wishes to the students, am
sure we will see them in future as renowned
lawyers and lordships. May the instituiton contiune
the nation building as it always has....Jai Hind..!

- Sandeep Karnik
IPS, Joint CP,Pune
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